An Open Letter
to The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
Jrom Catholic Families and Friends Of Gays and Lesbians

The U.S. bishops congratulated President-elect Barack Obama,
the first African-American elected President of the United States saying:

""Qur country is confronting many uncertainties.
We pray that you will use the powers of your office to meet them with a special concern
to defend the most vulnerable among us and heal the divisions in our country and our world.
We stand ready to work with you in defense and support of the life and dignity
of every human person."

The majority of Catholic laity throughout our Country certainly join you in support of the President-elect

and your willingness to work with him ““in defense and support of the life and dignity of every human person”.
However, as the governing body of the Catholic Church in America, you now seem determined to deprive millions
of our citizens of their civil rights.

We are now aware that the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has given $200,000 in support of
California ballot initiative, Proposition 8, to remove existing legal rights of gays and lesbians to marry by
amending the state Constitution. The Knights of Columbus, a Catholic fraternal organization, was one of the
largest institutional donors to the campaign to amend the Constitution having contributed $1.4 million. These
donations have materially subsidized an effort to promote fear and distortion of the facts in an attack on “the life
and dignity”’ of a marginalized minority. Your sponsorship action not only contradicts the spirit of your words to
President-elect Obama but also ignores the spirit of the Church teaching regarding those with deep-seated
homosexual tendencies who  do not choose their homosexual condition; for most of them it is a trial. They must be
accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be
avoided." (2358 Catechism of the Catholic Church) Clergy who are following their conscience and are brave enough
to express their belief in the civil rights of homosexuals live under a constant cloud of retribution.

Now is the time for you, our Church’s hierarchy in America, to recognize that your actions and the actions of other
religious groups to deny the civil rights of a minority is the problem, not part of the solution. As men of faith,
please listen to your conscience and reach out to support the life and dignity of every human person.

EQUAL RIGHTS OF MINORITIES
SHOULD NEVER BE VOTED AGAINST BY A MAJORITY!

Blessed are they that suffer persecution for justice' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after justice: for they shall have their fill.
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You can add your name to this letter by emailing Brenda Geishecker at krewgle @gamil.com




