“Parents are the LGBT prophets of today.
Some, like the prophets of old,

didn’t originally want the job!”

... Frank DeBernardo - Executive Director, New Ways Ministry

A Report from the President

Dear Friends of Fortunate Families,

Okay — so most of us would never apply for the
job of prophet! Just the same, as I’ve watched
you come together, work together and pray
together this past year for the love of your
children, 1 can’t help but be in awe of your
witness. You make such a difference!

To borrow a line from Sinatra, 2010 was a “very
good year” for Fortunate Families. Let’s look
back quickly and see how your efforts supported
justice and inclusion for our LGBT children.

Among the highlights: In April, we announced
expansion of the Listening Parents Network to a
total of 121 parents in 59 dioceses located in 27

Fr. Bob Pierson, OSB approaches the altar to offer Mass along states, two provinces of Canada, and Nicaragua.
with more than 50 attendees at Fortunate Families’ first-ever (next page, please)
parents’ conference, held October 22-24, 2010, in Techny, IL.
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Fortunate Families President Linda Karle-Nelson welcomed

parents to the opening session of “Joining Hands - Reaching
Out.” Many parents shared loving stories of their experience
with LGBT daughters and sons. It was a memorable evening.

Also in April, we co-sponsored with other Catholic
LGBT ministries a newspaper ad decrying the decision
of Colorado hierarchy to refuse enrollment in a parish
school to two children of a leshian couple. This same
month, we also issued a joint statement challenging
the firing of a Catholic school religion teacher, with 28
years experience and glowing recommendations,
because she was a lesbian.

In June, Fortunate Families responded to the U.S.
Bishops’ opposition to the Employment Non-
discrimination Act (ENDA) by sending an open letter
to federal legislators, protesting the Bishops’
misleading and inappropriate statements.

In September, after months of prep work, Fortunate
Families joined with DignityUSA, New Ways
Ministry and Call To Action to form the coalition
Equally Blessed. (See the interview with Casey and
Mary Ellen Lopata on pages 4-5 for more
information.)

In October, Fortunate Families held its first conference
for parents — a gathering of more than 50 people,

called Joining Hands—Reaching Out. And in
November-December, with the dynamic advocacy
of board member Deb Word, we helped spearhead
a national Advent campaign promoting the
wearing of rainbow ribbons to heighten awareness
of the psychological and sometimes physical pain
many LGBT teens suffer at the hands of bullies.

Between highlights, the job of reaching out to
parents, LGBT persons, allies and others goes on
at this all-volunteer organization. In 2010, we
expanded the newsletter list, added resources to the
website, introduced the new email communication
FORUM and fielded more individual calls, letters
and emails than at any time in our 6-year history.

The “thanks” goes to you for your support, your
involvement and your prayers. Your love for your
children is what makes Fortunate Families work.
We hope you take a few minutes to review this
Report and see what your love is accomplishing.

We are grateful for you.

Linda Karle-Nelson

President
2010
Income and Expense Report

Income
Contributions $30,838.00
Book Sales 1,094.43
Other Income 121.59
Parents’ Conference 5,425.50
Total Income $37,479.52
Expense
Cost of Books $1,370.26
Administrative 1,147.42
Postage/Shipping 2,144.14
Print Materials 3,595.75
General: fees,

equipment,

supplies, publications, etc. 5,004.92
Telephone/Communications 1,122.60
Meetings/Travel 6,535.24
Parents’ Conference 9,788.96
Total Expense $30,709.29
Net Income $6,770.23




Joining Hands -
Reaching Out

Fortunate Families’
2010 Gathering Unites
Catholic Parents and
Ministry Leaders

Fortunate Families held its first-
ever national conference October
22-24 in Techny, IL. It was a
fulfilling and memorable weekend,
made more so by the presence and
participation of leaders from five of
the most prominent organizations
involved in Catholic LGBT
ministry in the U.S.

The Friday evening opening
session was highlighted by personal
stories lovingly shared by the more
than 50 parent-attendees — an
experience one mother described as
“overwhelming.”

Saturday, informative panels and
presentations were offered by
ministry leaders Frank DeBernardo
of New Ways Ministry, Marianne
Duddy-Burke of DignityUSA,
Sheila Nelson of the Catholic Asso-
citation for Lesbian and Gay
Ministry (CALGM), Mary Ellen
Lopata of Fortunate Families and
Nicole Sotelo of Call To Action.
Noted trainer Rev. Vicki Wunsch
facilitated a session on the “Power
of Strategic Storytelling.”

Evaluations were very positive.
Wrote one attendee: We don’t
have to take this journey alone.”
And another: “How | wish we
could get our pastors here.”

Saturday morning panelists: Mary Ellen Lopata, Fortunate Families co-founder;
Marianne Duddy-Burke, executive director of DignityUSA; and Frank DeBernardo,
executive director of New Ways Ministry described new ministry initiatives.

Sheila Nelson, president of CALGM, completed the morning panel. Trainer Vicki
Wunsch (center) facilitated the afternoon workshop. Saturday evening, Nicole
Sotelo, program director for Call To Action, joined the “hot button” discussion.

Nancy Mascotte of South Bend, IN participated in the Q&A following a panel
presentation. Tony Garascia, also from South Bend, lectored at Sunday mass.

Left: Jerry and Artemae Anderson, from Detroit M, shared their story with other
parents at the opening session. Right: Marianne and David Nichols from Sarnia,
Ontario, discussed the power of story-telling in a breakout. Attendees came from
16 states and one province of Canada. Many are active at home in LGBT ministry.
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Equally Blessed:
Creating a Catholic
Movement for
LGBT Equality

In May, 2009, Fortunate Families co-founders Mary
Ellen and Casey Lopata were invited by the Arcus
Foundation to join a dozen other prominent Catholics
to develop a 5-year strategic plan for building within
the Catholic Church a movement that affirms the
moral equality and civil rights of LGBT people. An
outcome of this process was the formation of a new
pro-LGBT coalition of four national ministries, named
Equally Blessed. The Annual Report editor asked
Mary Ellen and Casey what this all means for
Fortunate Families - and for our LGBT children.

First, congratulations on being selected to help with
this ground-breaking initiative. What is it that we
mean when we talk of “building a movement” within
the Church?

Casey: Polls show a majority of Catholics support
LGBT persons and oppose discrimination against them.
But this only becomes a “movement” if and when this
majority can be mobilized. That means networking,
communication, education, organizing and motivation.

So what kind of Catholic expertise was represented on
the planning group?

Casey: The group was a diverse mix of gay and straight
advocates including ministry leaders, academics,
theologians and other movement-related professionals.

Casey and Mary Ellen Lopata co-founded
Fortunate Families in Rochester, NY in 2004.

One outcome of the planning was the creation of
Equally Blessed. Who makes up this coalition and
what is its purpose?

Mary Ellen: The Equally Blessed partners are
Fortunate Families, Call To Action, DignityUSA and
New Ways Ministry. We seek full equality for LGBT
people, both in the church and in civil society.

Will Fortunate Families now change any of its current
activities or plans — and how will expenses and
donations be handled?

Mary Ellen: Fortunate Families’ corporate and financial
structure is unchanged, our mission remains the same
and our current activities continue. Each ministry
continues to be solely responsible for its own fundraising
and operational expenses. We will not co-mingle
contributions or financial assets.

How will Fortunate Families interact with Equally
Blessed?

Casey: While any major questions will require review
and approval by our board, 1’ve been authorized by our
directors to act as the Fortunate Families’ liaison with
Equally Blessed. Mary Ellen and | have been privileged
to know and work with the leaders of these other
ministries for many years. They are exceptionally
talented and dedicated individuals. We will use phone,
email and periodic meetings to consider, plan, execute
and support Equally Blessed initiatives.

What longer-term benefits do you see coming from the
collaboration of these four ministries?




Casey: The joint voices and efforts of Equally Blessed
will be greater and more effective than the sum of each
organization’s separate endeavors, just as the Body of
Christ is more than the sum of its parts.

The coalition speaks on behalf of many thousands of
Catholics represented in its respective ministries — as
well as for untold thousands who have no other way to
be heard or heeded.

We are just beginning to uncover the potential we know
is there, but of this we’re certain: By uniting our talents,
contacts and capabilities in common initiatives, Equally
Blessed will significantly improve our collective ability
to respond quickly, advocate clearly and command
greater public and media attention in the work for LGBT
justice and inclusion.

How about other positives coming from the overall
strategic plan?

Casey: The theologians, academics and others who
developed this plan are also planning activities in
support of the strategic plan, some of which will include
participation of Equally Blessed. We’ll keep you
informed of these activities as they are announced.

We sense real excitement for the significant potential
this strategic approach offers pro-LGBT ministry.
Should we?

Casey: Absolutely! The time is right. You may have
seen the Public Religion Research analysis that shows
Catholics remain more accepting of homosexuality than
any other U.S. Christian tradition. Fifty-eight percent of
Catholics agree that homosexuality should be accepted,
vs. 30% who say it should be discouraged, and 59%
support adoption by same sex couples who meet all legal
qualifications.

Mary Ellen: And more than two-thirds of Catholics
believe that same-sex couples in long-term committed
relationships should have the same rights as married
heterosexual couples in the areas of hospital visitation,
health insurance and pension coverage. Six in ten
Catholics support the Employment Non-Discrimination
Act, according to the Human Rights Campaign.

Casey: Another important omen of change: A majority
of Catholics under the age of 30 — 60% of them — favor
same-sex marriage, compared to 25% of Catholics age
65 or older. Catholics, as a group, are more supportive
of same-sex marriage than Americans in general.

We are a powerful demographic force and important

voting constituency. Catholics represent about 24% of
the U.S. population.

A movement, indeed! The growing LGBT support
among Catholics is a welcome and encouraging sign of
progress and has created unprecedented opportunity.

Yes —we’re excited!
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Early Advocacy from
Equally Blessed

October, 2010 - Washington Post publishes
“On Faith” essay titled The Spiritual Side of
Coming Out, released by Equally Blessed and
written by Frank DeBernardo, executive director
of New Ways Ministry.

October, 2010 — Media release issued: Equally
Blessed, a Catholic Coalition, Comments on

Carl Paladino’s Remarks. (Paladino is the
defeated 2010 Republican candidate for governor
of New York.)

November, 2010 — Media release issued:
Catholic Bishops Silent on Gay Suicides, 2000
Catholics and Four Catholic Organizations
Issue Anti-Bullying Statement: ‘We stand on
the side of love.’

November, 2010 — Media release issued:
Advent: A Season of Hope for LGBT Youth — A
Catholic Mom Speaks Out on You Tube Video.

December, 2010 — “Religion Dispatches”
interview with Frank DeBernardo: Equally
Blessed — Wear a Rainbow Ribbon to Mass.

(The essay and media releases noted above are
accessible at www.fortuantefamilies.com.)




Gifts of $1000 or more

Mary & Richard Meelia, MA
Dorene & Gary Rose, TX
Casey & Mary Ellen Lopata, NY

Gifts of $500 - $999

Jackie & Dan Frett, IL

Karyn & Jim Jacobs, FL

Helen & Len Knobbe, MO
Tom & Linda Karle Nelson, MI
James & Carolyn Russell, NH
Paul Scheib, NY

George Wetzel, TX

Deborah & Steve Word, TN

Gifts from $200 - $499

Helen Alletto, NY

Nancy & Bill Anthes, CO

Robert & Sharon Brady. MD

Florence & Steve Balog, OR

Marianne & James Buccini, OH

James Buckheit, CA

Susanne Cassidy, PA

Robert & Nancy Comiskey, VA

Kathleen & Drew Conneen, CO

Kathy & Mike Farrell, GA

Ann & Chet Franczyk, MA

Jerry & Lucy Furlong, NE

Brenda & Ray Grosswirth, NY

Fr. Howard Hall, LA

Ellen & Tom Harmon, NY

Michael Harmuth, CA

Ann ldzik, CA

Loretta & John Larkey, WI

Marian & James Levine, CT

Pat Lindahl, NY

Harry & Linda Messina, NY

Fr. Guy Morgan, OFM, FL

Joan Mulcahy, Ml

Myrna & Ron Ohmann, MN

Geraldine Payne, ON Canada

Bill Staudenmaier, WI

Joni Thompson & Irene
Urvanejo, NM

Gifts from $100 - $199

Joan Abele, UT

Jerry Alferi, W

M. Porter & William Ballard,
NJ

Kurt Bindewald, LA

Molly Boehlert, NY

Fr. Paul Brennan, NY

James Bridges, NY

Ed & Kathy Buechel, KY

Bob & Gerrie Burns, PA

Kathryn & William Butvick,
NY

Russell & Genie Austin
Calkins, ID

Barbara & Thomas Clark, NY

Brian Conaghan, OR

Louis & Elizabeth Craco, NY

Susan & Donald Curtis, ID

Dignity Detroit, Ml

Fr. Bill Donnelly, NY

Bro. Dennis Dwyer, NY

John & Carol Engel, NY

Kathleen & Robert Fettweis,
NJ

Fr. James Graham, CA

Nancy & Frank Greaney, NH

Nancy & Robert Guttendorf,
MD

Patricia & Robert Hammell,
MI

Doris & Charles Hand, CA

Elaine Ann Herald, PA

Lenore & Richard Holbrook,
VA

Lorna & George Horishny, TN

Jenny & Dale Jasper, MO

John Karle, NY

Marvin Kennebeck, WI

Robert Kennedy, NY

Denise & Allan Lentini, NY

“I fully support Fortunate
Families joining Equally
Blessed.... Your newsletter
...1s helping me " hang on,
at least somewhat, to my
connection with the
Catholic Church.”
... Mother of a gay son

Mary Carole & Donald Lynch,
VA

Christopher McCormack, NY

Barbara & Terry McGovern,
NJ

Margaret Murray, BC, Canada

John & Jennifer Naughton, CA

Sheila Nelson, MN

New Ways Ministry, MD

Thomas & Dorothy 0’Sullivan,
PA

Joseph Pietrus, NC

Claire Pluecker, MD

Elinor Rees, GA

Cheryl & Carmen Restaino, NJ

Susie & Randall Roth, HI

Bill & Marie Rumaker, NJ

Sacred Heart Parish, MA

Katherine & Joseph Schneider,
CA

Mark Smith, NY

Most Rev. Joseph Sullivan, NY

Molly Szumiloski, NY

William & Mary Toller, MA

Richard Ullrich, MD

Margaret Waehner, NY

Thomas & Martha Ann Weaver,
IL

David Wikiera & John Curtis, NY

Helen Williams, NY

Gifts from $50 to $99

Regina Abdella, NY

Artemae & Jerry Anderson, Ml

Janet & Walter Bankowski, VA

Fr. Michael Bausch, NY

Michael Bleeg, NY

Anonymous, OH

Marjorie Callahan, NY

David & Jean Cornish, MN

Mary Alice Cronin, CT

Richard & Mary Louise Curry,
PA

Terri & Rich Dalke, TX

Frank D’Amore, MI

Michael & Elizabeth Dirr, OH

Cris Elkins, NC

Sonja & Leroy Feist, KS

Fr. John Flynn, OSA, WI

John & Lottie Fortune, ME

Ann & Rick Fuller, CA

Trish & Ken Gaine, WA

Beth & Tony Garascia, IN

Joan & Augustus Govoni, CA

James Green, Wl

Mary & John Hayes, NY

Clarence & Katherine Heininger,

NY
Arlene Helget, NY

Rosemarie & John Horvath,
NY

Diane Kannel, NY

Linda Lopata & Jeff Linn, NY

Sue & J.J. Malone, MA

Ted & Lisa Mayer, NC

Anne Mayock, IL

Neil & Pat McCarty, Wi

Mary McFee, NY

Valerie McNamara, CA

Robert Miailovich, VA

Marvin & Kris Mich, NY

Anonymous, MD

Mark Morris, NY

Fr. Thomas Mull, NY

Fr. Warren Murphy, TX

Shirley & David Newman, NY

Joan O’Neill, PA

Rosemary Grehin Palms, NY

“ [ thank and applaud every-
one at Fortunate Families.
This is work desperately
needed in our church and
society.”
... Father of a lesbian
daughter and gay son

Fr. Ed Palumbos, NY

Jimmy Pickett, WV

Kevin Pribble, OH

Jane Rasmussen, WI

Edward Reynolds, NY

Marion & Warren Rutan, NY

Rev. Warren Savage, MA

Sue & Bill Schaefer, NY

Barbara & Robert Schiesser,
NY

Anthony & Gloria Sciolino, NY

Margit & John Shanahan, NY

Msgr. William Shannon, NY

Mary Ellen Sikora, CO

Penny Smith-Bogert &
Frederick Meservey, NY

Paul Thomas, MD

Charles & Mary Anne Valenti,
NY

Paul Wertsch, WI

George Wilkins, CA

Andrea & Richard Willaert, IA

Bruce Zehnle, NJ

Gifts under $50.00
Mark Avery, IL

John & Josie Baccoli, NY




Katherine & Dwight Barkhurst,
OH

Mary Alyce & Robert Behrns,
co

Anonymous, NY

Ralph & Velma Bodensteiner,
NY

Fr. Richard Brickler, NY

Agnes Brien, DE

Joanne Buckheit, CT

Ed Burg, MN

Dorothy Calvani, NY

Sharon Casey, WA

Michael Chamness, ND

Michael Cheslik, NY

Owen & Aggie Crumb, NY

Ellen & George Curran, PA

Anne & James Dollard, NY

Robert Downtain, TX

Cecelia Drum, PA

Ron Drum, HI

Julia Dye, IL

Dorothy Eggering, SSND, TX

Joe & Chris Elwart, Ml

Thomas Ferrarese, NY

Nancy & Richard Fitts, NY

Elizabeth Flynn, NY

Shirley & Patrick Flynn, MI

Ruthann Fox-Hines, SC

Robert Franz, NY

Anne & Joseph Graciano, NH

Vernon & Shelly Greenfield, MT

Rev. Leo Gregoire, NB Canada

Roland & Judith Gregory, WI

Kerry Hanratty, NY

Anne Hatami, NJ

Helene Hembreiker, 1A

Mary Hennig, Ml

Anonymous, PA

William Hobbs, NY

Anonymous, PA

Sandy & Stan Kleiner, MA

Pamela Krahe, NY

Fr. Mark Lane, NY

John & Marcia Leishman, WA

Fr. Bill Leone, NY

Bea Lopata, Ml

Sr. Harold Lopata, Ml

Veronica Lyons, FL

Fr. John Madsen, NY

Mary Maronick, MT

Pauline Mattras, FL

Rita & Alfred Mazza, NY

Marian & John McNally, Ml

Dolores Mele, NY

Anonymous, TX

Rev. William Michatek, NY

Jane Miller, NY

Gerry & Tim Minerd, NY

Marie Mocny, CA

Jim & Peg Morris, NY

Damie Nelson, NM

Marianne & David Nichols, ON
Canada

Mary Ann & John O’Brien, NY

Marge 0’Gorman, MO

Rosemary Palicki, IL

P.L. & B.K. Peters, PA

Chris Pologa, SSJ, LA

Ann & Philip Prinsen, NY

Kathryn & Joseph Quaderer,
NY

Anonymous, MD

Gerald Raycraft, CA

Mary Rogers, MD

Sr. Kathleen Rooney, NJ

Greg Rossi, PA

Adele & Greg Samson, M|

Mary Catherine & Ervin
Sanders, OH

Patricia & Charles Sapiano, FL

Anonymous, NY

Mary Jo Seiz, IL

Myra B Shays, Rl

Sandy Shumway & Winifred
Walter, OH

David Simon, NY

Fr. Art Smith, NY

Carol Smith, NY

Jean Smith, CO

Mary Jean & Jim Smith WI

James Stewart, NY

Fr. Thomas Sutherland, Ml

Fr. Leo Tibesar, MN

Elizabeth & Thomas Ventura,
IL

Fr. Otto Vogt, NY

Jerry Ward, NY

Fr. Bob Werth, NY

Elaine & Richard Wesnick, MT

Betty & Fred White, NY

Darlene & Tom White, MN

Shirley Wikiera, NY

Laura Wilhelm-Heddle, MI

Carol & James Wilkinson, MT

Charles Zorsch, NY

SNy

\qp/

SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Bill Pickett for keeping the Fortunate Families web site up
to date and trouble shooting computer problems.

Tom Ferrarese whose wise guidance and in-kind
donations support the smooth running of the FF office.

...and to:

e Luanne Brando Ercolando, office volunteer
and superior proofreader,

e Eileen & Bruce Kunsman and...

® Shirley & Dave Newman and...

® Sue & Bill Schaefer, ...who regularly and
cheerfully, in spite of paper cuts, prepare the
newsletter for mailing,

“[t was hearthreaking to walk with our son as he struggled
with an ever-increasing awareness of his own personal
truth.... Today we see the healthy signs of new life develop-
ing within him. The process of freeing his spirit has begun,
and we are so grateful. Our time spent with a Fortunate
Families Listening Parent was one of those times when we
saw God' s light breaking through to shine in the darkness.”

...Mom and Dad of a gay son

With gratitude
we recognize the Fortunate Families Board of Directors.
They give generously of their talent and time to bring the
hope of justice and love to parents of LGBT
daughters and sons.

2010 Board of Directors

Ann Franczyk — MA (Secretary)

Rebeca Del Cristo, FL

Jerry Furlong — NE (Development & Public Relations)
Michael Harmuth — CA (Systems Manager)

Linda Karle-Nelson — Ml (President)

Casey Lopata— NY (VP & Newsletter Editor)

Mary Ellen Lopata — NY (Treasurer & Office Manager)
Thomas Nelson — Ml

Myrna Ohmann — MN (VP & Meeting Coordinator)

Deb Word — TN (Listening Parents Network Coordinator)

Fortunate Families
P.O. Box 18082, Rochester, NY 14618-0082
Phone: 585-698-6100
Email: info@fortunatefamilies.com
www.fortunatefamilies.com




YeS m = = | wantto help Fortunate Families.

| want to contribute: $100 _ $80__ $60 _ $40 _ other $
I will make my contribution by: _ Check — Payable to Fortunate Families. (U.S dollars only)
__ CreditCard: __ Visa ____Master Card
Card # Exp. Date
Signature

Please check if you do not want your name listed in our Annual Report.

Please complete: Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

Memorial or Honor Gift Information

If your gift is made in memory or honor of someone, please complete the following.

In memory of:

In living honor of:

On the occasion of:

Please notify:

Address:

City: State ZIP

Please complete and mail to Fortunate Families, P.O Box 18082, Rochester, New York 14618-0082, or go to
http://www.fortunatefamilies.com/donate.htm to contribute on line. Thank you!
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