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“This survey makes me acknowledge that I need to embrace my son’s homosexuality to a much greater extent
if I am to consider myself a fortunate mom. May God bless your work.”

he quote above highlights the importance of one of

Fortunate Families’ major endeavors in its second
year, i.e. the Parents Voice Project. Phase one of the
project was launched in July by sending parent surveys to
4540 people and organizations. The 229 returned by the
deadline were analyzed and a report will be published in
2007. Surveys continue to arrive and they are laying the
basis for phase two, creating a network of Catholic
parents nationwide to connect with each other and do
whatever each one can to make our Church welcoming
and affirming of our LGBT daughters and sons.

In November, the U.S. Bishops’ document, Ministry to
Persons with a Homosexual Inclination, presented
Fortunate Families with an opportunity to challenge the
hierarchy to reflect carefully on the language they use to
describe our LGBT children, but more importantly, to
urge them to listen to our stories and our children’s
stories. Letters were sent to every U.S. Bishop. Fourteen
Bishops responded. One wrote, “I hope many [bishops]
will...accept your offer to begin a dialogue with gay and
lesbian Catholics. These men and women have much to offer

the Church. Their exclusion is our loss.” (All their responses are
posted on the web site: www.fortunatefamilies.com.)

Fortunate Families continues to be a presence
nationwide: presenting at Call to Action in
Milwaukee, and the Creating Change Conference
(National Gay and Lesbian Task Force) in Kansas City,
MO; hosting exhibit tables at Call to Action and at the
National Association of Catholic Diocesan Lesbian and
Gay Ministries Conference in Brooklyn; and participating
LGBT/Parents retreats in Pennsylvania and Ohio. We
also facilitated the annual Day of Reflection for Parents in
Rochester, NY.

The Fortunate Families Newsletter published 10 issues in
2006 and nearly doubled its total mailing list to
approximately 2000 (about 66% by email), reaching
someone in all 50 states, D.C. and six foreign countries.
(Newsletters are on the web site: www.fortunatefamilies.com.)

A heartfelt “thank you” goes out from the board of
directors to the 195 donors—from 31 states and
Canada—whose generosity keeps the Fortunate Families
network going and growing. We also thank Mary’s
Pence for its generous $2500 grant for operating
expenses. We are delighted to be partners with them in
their work for justice. And we thank the Human Rights

Comment on a Parents Voice Project Survey

Campaign’s Religion and Faith initiative for its grant for
Fortunate Families’ exhibit table at Call to Action.

2007 will focus on
v developing the parent network, specifically by
enhancing our electronic capabilities
v publicizing Fortunate Families resources
v publishing the survey results and getting a report to
every diocese

s always the most memorable moments are personal.

For me (and Casey) the work of Fortunate Families
became most real at the Baptism of our Godson, Joseph.
At that Sunday mass, as we stood at the Baptismal font
with Joseph’s fathers and his brother, John, we were
witness to the Spirit of God at work in this family and in
this Catholic faith community. As theologian, James
Alison said, and | paraphrase: There may not be cause for
optimism, but there is great reason for hope.

Always remember, “God sees with the heart.”

j\/lary Ellen .EO]%lt&l, President

2006 Board of Directors
James Buckheit Casey Lopata
*Ann Franczyk *Linda Karle Nelson
Jean Kearse *Thomas Nelson
Mary Ellen Lopata, William Pickett,
President Secretary, Treasurer

Advisory Council

Harry Bronson

Tom Ferrarese

Rosalie Muschal Reinhardt

NOTE: Tom Ferrarese resigned from the Board in February 2006;
Rosalie Muschal Reinhardt resigned from the Board in June
2006.

*Elected to the Board of Directors June 2006

Fortunate Families, Inc.
239 Highland Parkway, Rochester, NY 14620-2533,
585-244-4427
Email: info@fortunatefamilies.com; Website:
www.fortunatefamilies.com




FORTUNATE FAMILIES 2006 DONORS

Gifts of $500 or more

Florence & Stephen Balog, OR
Thomas & Barbara Clark, NY
Jacqueline Frett, IL

Karyn Jacobs, FL

Helen & Leonard Knobbe, MO
Casey & Mary Ellen Lopata, NY
William Pickett, NY

James & Carolyn Russell, NH

Gifts from $300 to $499

Paul Scheib, NY

William & Kathleen Staudenmaier,
Wi

Gifts from $200 to $299

Joan Abele, UT

Helen Alletto, NY

Eugenia Austin Calkins,|D
Robert & Nancy Comiskey, VA
Thomas & Ellen Harmon,NY
Michael Harmuth, CA

Jean Kearse, NY

Judy Meelia, MA

Anonymous, NY

Gifts from S100 to $199

Fr. Joseph Brennan, NY

James Bridges, NY

Paul Caito, NY

Fr. Roland Calvert, Ml

Grace Carnes, NY

Susanne Cassidy, PA

Patrick Cheng & Michael
Boothroyd, NY

Eileen & Samuel Cichello, NY

David Cray, VT

John Curtis, NY

Fr. Bill Donnelly, NY

Br. Edmund Dwyer, NY

Sr. Dorothy Eggering, TX

Tom Ferrarese, NY

William Fichtner, NY

Ann & Chester Franczyk, MA

Jerry & Lucille Furlong, NE

Elizabeth Gilday, MD

Barbara & John Gramkee, NY

Brenda & Raymond Grosswirth,
NY

Lorna & George Horishny, TN

Fr. Robert Kennedy, NY

Neil & Pat McCarty,WI

Christopher McCormack, NY

Marilyn Merrigan, NY

Harold & Linda Messina, NY

Anonymous, NY

New Ways Ministry

Agnes & Patrick Noonan, KY

Alex & Mary Philippone

Steven & Eileen Philippone, NY

Claire Pluecker, MD

William & Sue Schaefer, NY

Barbara & Robert Schiesser, NY

Fr. Otto Vogt, NY

Ann & Marci Weber, NY

Deborah & Ralph Word, TN

Gifts from $50 to $99

James & Mary Barry, ON. Canada

Sandra Behnke, NY

Kurt J Bindewald, LA

Richard Bodensteiner, CA

Robert Brady, MD

Joanie Bringley & Michele
Hanagan, NY

David Broering, OH

Joseph Brown, NY

James Buckheit, NY

Julie Bushnell, NY

Anonymous, NY

Monica Cloonan, NY

Mary Alice Cronin, CT

Sally Crowley, NY

George & Ellen Curran, PA

Mary and John Curtis, CA

Therese & Terry Deegan, NY

Giuseppi Erba & Mark Piersynski,
NY

Rosemary Flint, NY

Fr. John Flynn, OSA, PA

Nancy & Robert Franz, NY

Augustus & Joan Govoni, CA

Nancy & Frank Greaney, NH

Jane Grovijahn, TX

Michael & Marilyn Hamlin, NY

Doris Hand, CA

Michael & Patricia Harren, NY

Arlene Helget, NY

Rita Hughes, ON, Canada

Ann Idzik, CA

John Karle, NY

Linda Karle Nelson, Ml

Thomas Keebler, PA

Joseph Kelly, NY

Margaret and Marvin Kennebeck,
FL

Eileen & Bruce Kunsman, NY

Mary & Leonard LeBeau, NY

Denise Lentini, NY

Patricia Lindahl, NY

Ann Lyons, NC

Barbara Marian, IL

Nancy & Henry Mascotte, IN

Paula Mattrass, FL

Jack & Linda Mazur, NY

Sally McCaffrey, KS

Robert Miailovich, VA

Margaret & James Morris, NY

Mark Morris, NY

Mary Ann & John O’Brien, NY

Joan O’Neill, PA

Thomas & Dorothy O’Sullivan, PA

Geraldine Payne, ON, Canada

Susan & Randall Roth, HI

Marie & William Rumaker, NJ

Maryann & John Schmidt, FL

Kenneth & Janet Sechrist, NY

Maureen Servas & Laurie Donohue,
NY

Margit & John Shanahan, NY

Mary Ann & Philip Shed, NY

Sharon Smith, NY

James & Natalie Stewart, NY

Paul Thomas, MD
Patricia & Robert Triggs, MA
Robert & Alice Vogt, NY

Gifts under $50.00

Ralph & Velma Bodensteiner, NY

Anonymous, OH

Anton Burckhard, CA

Dorothy Calvani, NY

Mary Chappell, NY

Sally & Thomas Clark, PA

Louis & Patricia Disselhorst, IL

Cecilia A. Drum, PA

Anonymous, NY

John & Barbara Englert, NY

Peter & Martha Erhardt, NY

Nancy Eckerson Fitts, NY

Anna Marie Franco, CA

Thomas & Patricia Freeburg, WA

Mary Gannon, CT

John & Nancy Giambastiani, CA

Marie Gibson, NY

Karen Gladden, VT

Maureen Goldsmith, NY

James Graham, CA

Roland & Judith Gregory, WI

Howard Hall, LA

Patricia & Robert Hammell, Ml

Kerry Hanratty, NY

Mary & John Hayes, NY

Helene Hembreiker, 1A

Maureen Hiler, NY

Marion & James Holden, NY

Diane Kannel, NY

Anna Mae Kattner, PA

Thomas Kehoe, VA

Anonymous, WA

Susan Kolb, CA

Randall Kowalik, NJ

Fr. James Lawlor, NY

Cheryl Lee, NY

Ann Marie Lipari, NY

Helen Listowski, NY

MaryLee Maida, MN

Kristen Malone, NY

June Mastropietro, NY

Rita & Alfred Mazza, NY

Anonymous, NY

Carolann & Joseph McFadden, PA

MaryAnn Menoche, VA

Marv & Kris Mich, NY

John Montague, ON, Canada

William & Maureen Morris, ON
Canada

Judy Murray, NY

Shirley Newman, NY

Frank O’Gorman, CT

Marge O’Gorman, MO

Myrna & Ronald Ohmann, MN

Lesley Paine, NY

Rosemary G. Palms, NY

Karen Pesch, NY

Christine Pologa, SSJ, NY

Carolyn & Andy Portanova, NY

Diana Raine, Ml

Julie & Richard Reina, NY

Paul Ruggero, NY

Marion & Warren Rutan, NY
Gail Sanger & Dick Lancer, NY
Anonymous, NY

Mary Ann Schultheis, IN

Carol E. Smith, NY

Mary Jean & Jim Smith , WI
Mary Monroe Smith, NY
Robert Stowell, NY

Jeff Trollinger & Will Langely, VA
Elizabeth & Thomas Ventura, IL
Margaret Waehner, NY

Sharon & John Walker, OR
Elizabeth & Frederick White, NY
Shirley Wikiera, NY

Grants:

Mary’s Pence
Human Rights Campaign

Volunteers:

Bruce & Eilieen Kunsman
Sue & Bill Schaefer
Molly Szumiloski

\\$/

2006
Income & Expense
Report
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Contributions  18,443.00
Book Sales 2,301.58
Grants 2,900.00
Other 237.08
Total income 23,871.66
Expense
Cost of Books 1,562.42
Administrative 696.08

Postage/Shipping 2,958.03
Print Material 3,560.75
General: fees,

equipment,

supplies,

publications, etc. 3,948.08
Telephone/
Communications 198.66
Conference/Travel 4,883.03

Total Expense  17,807.03

NET Income 6,064.63




