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Fortunate Families:  2005 Annual Report  
     

We are happy and proud to offer this first Annual Report of Fortunate Families, Inc. The year 2005 
was exciting—filled with large amounts of paperwork as Fortunate Families became incorporated, filed for 
501(c)(3) status,* and set up those many office related systems (mostly financial) that are essential to running 
a not-for-profit organization. However, the clerical work is not what made the year exciting.  Here are some 
of the highlights. 
 

• In April, 2005, New Ways Ministry presented us with the Bridge Building Award, which Casey & I accepted on 
behalf of Catholic Parents of LGBT daughters and sons everywhere, whose love for their LGBT children is a 
prophetic witness to the world and our Church. 

 

• Throughout 2005, Fortunate Families was a presence at conferences across the U.S., notably: the Northwest 
Catholic Women’s Convocation in Seattle; the Dignity/USA Convention in Philadelphia; Call to Action in 
Milwaukee; and the National Association of Catholic Diocesan Lesbian & Gay Ministries in San Jose.  Locally 
(Rochester, NY) Fortunate Families continues to facilitate an annual day of reflection for parents as well as 
monthly parents meetings, and to speak at adult education forums at area churches—both Catholic and 
Protestant.  

 

• In July 2005, the Fortunate Families website went on-line.  Check it out at www.fortunatefamilies.com.  There 
are resources and links galore.  One highlight of the website is a Spanish Language page which features several 
resources and contact information for a bilingual priest for counseling needs. 

 

• The Fortunate Families Newsletter (8 issues) was sent to approximately 1000 people (about 65% by email) in 
39 states and the District of Columbia as well as six foreign countries.  Fortunate Families: Catholic Families 
with Lesbian Daughters and Gay Sons, Seeds of Hope, and More Seeds continue to be distributed. 

 

The board of directors is especially grateful to the 123 donors whose generosity made all these 
accomplishments possible.  This support is a tangible sign that ministry with Catholic parents of LGBT 
daughters and sons is necessary, and it expresses confidence that Fortunate Families addresses that need. 
 

2006 looks no less exciting.  With the help of a generous grant from the Wheaton Franciscan Sisters, 
Fortunate Families will undertake a national survey of Catholic parents of LGBT daughters and sons.  In 
addition to discerning the needs of Catholic parents, the goal of the survey is to develop a network of 
parents who are willing to use their time and talent to help meet those needs and to inspire parents to speak 
their love and their truth. We will continue to spread the message of Fortunate Families and reach out to 
parents wherever they are on this blessed journey 
 

Reflecting on 2005, what comes most to mind are the stories.  We especially remember Mary, who 
we met at the Dignity/USA convention.  A young, professional women of middle eastern heritage, struggling 
to know if her father would reject her if he knew she is lesbian, Mary was thrilled to meet parents who she 
could speak to openly about her fears and her hopes of acceptance.  She’s now involved in a ministry group 
and keeps in touch with us by email. We also remember the many parents whose paths crossed ours.  They 
are so eager to talk openly, to express their anger at the discrimination their children face from society and 
especially from their church, and, most importantly, to declare their love and admiration for their LGBT 
daughters and sons.  They are the heart of Fortunate Families. 
 

Always remember, “God sees with the heart.” 
 
Mary Ellen Lopata, President  

*On February 1, 2006 501(c)(3) status was granted. 
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Fortunate Families Donors for  2005  
(includes initial appeal in late 2004) 

 
Gifts of $500 or more 
Tom Ferrarese, NY 
New Ways Ministry 
William Pickett, NY 
Paul Scheib, NY 
St. Mary’s Parish, NY 
 
Gifts from $300 to 
$499 
Grace Carnes, NY 
Harry & Linda Messina, 

NY 
 
Gifts from $200 to 
$299 
Anonymous, NY 
Florence & Steve 

Balog, OR 
James Bridges, NY 
Susanne Cassidy, PA 
Eileen & Sam Cichello, 

NY 
Robert & Nancy 
Comiskey, VA 
Tim Geen & David 
Marshall, NY 
Michael Harmuth*, CA  
Rev. Robert Kennedy, 

NY 
Margit & John 
Shanahan, NY 
Rev. Otto Vogt, NY 
 
Gifts from $100 to 
$199 
Anonymous, NY 
Dale Burkemper, MO 
Paul Caito, NY 
Sally Crowley, NY 
Claude & Patricia 
Curtin, NY 
Br. Edmund Dwyer, 

NY 
Dorothy Eggering, TX 
Giuseppi Erba & Mark 

Pierzynski, NY 
Rev. Richard Farrell, 
NY 
Jacqueline Hoppen, 
WI 
Lorna & George 

Horishny,   TN 
Denise Lentini, NY 
Linda Lopata, NY 
Robert Miailovich, VA 
Ann & Phil Rohnke*, 
NY 
Sue and Bill Schaefer, 
NY  
Joni Thompson & 
Irene Urvanejo, NM 
Karen Yaniga, NY 
 
Gifts from $50 to $99 
Mark Avery, IL 
Jim & Mary Barry, ON. 

Canada 

Richard Bodensteiner, CA 
John & Marjorie Callahan, 

NY 
Rev. Roland Calvert, OSF, 

MI 
Hilda & Vincent Camilleri, 

ON, Canada 
Bill Cherry, NY 
Pat Cloonan, NY 
David Cray, NY 
George & Ellen Curran, PA 
Mary and John Curtis, CA 
William Fichtner, NY 
Rev. John Flynn, OSA, PA 
Brenda & Ray Grosswirth, 

NY 
Jean Kearse, NY 
Joseph Kelly, NY 
Judith Kiehl*, NY 
Will Langley & Jeff 
Trollinger, VA 
Rev. Jim Lawlor, NY 
Patricia Lindahl*, NY 
Casey & Mary Ellen Lopata*, 

NY 
David & Mary Beth Mauer, 

OH 
Christopher McCormack, NY 
John & Mary Ann McCabe, 
NY 
Marvin & Kris Mich, NY 
Mary Ellen Mohring, CT 
Mark Morris, NY 
Marcia & Ken Nielson, FL 
Julie & Dick Reina*, NY 
Bill & Marie Rumaker, NJ 
Marion & Warren Rutan, NY 
Thelma & Gene Scheib, NY 
Ken & Jan Sechrist, NY 
David Simmons, AZ 
Carol Smith,* NY 
James & Natalie Stewart, NY 
Len & Molly Szumiloski, NY 
 
Gifts under $50.00 
Anonymous, NY 
Helen Alletto, NY 
Teresa Askew, MN 
Jan Bankowski, VA 
Enriqueta, Bellosillo, NY 
Sheila Bianchi, NY 
Kurt Bindewald*, LA 
Ralph & Velma Bodensteiner, 
NY 
James K. Boodley, NY 
Enzo Boronaro, Belgium 
Mary Chappell, NY 
Raymond & Bernadine 
Cibor, MI 
Monica Cloonan, NY 
Mary Alice Cronin, NY 
James and Terry Deegan, NY 
Terry & Bob Digiulio, NY 
Anne & James Dollard, NY 
Lou & Pat Disselhorst, IL 
Cecilia A. Drum, PA 
John & Carol Engel, NY 
Frank & Nancy Greaney, NH 

Frieda & James Hall,* NY 
Howard Hall, LA 
Kerry Hanratty, NY 
Marion & Jim Holden, NY 
Rosemarie & John Horvath, NY 
Diane Kannel, NY 
Anna Mae Kattner, PA 
Eileen & Bruce Kunsman, NY 
Soon Ya Lee, NY 
Ann Marie Lipari, NY 
Kristin Malone, NY 
Elizabeth McCafferty, WI, 
Pat & Al Miller, NY 
John & Mary Ann O’Brien, NY 
Joan O’Neill, PA 
Chris Pologa, SSJ, NV 
Claire Pluecker, PA 
Carolyn & Andy Portanova, NY 
Ann & Philip Prinsen, NY 
Ed Reynolds, NY 
Susie & Randall Roth, HI 
Carolyn Shalhoub, MI 
Sheila Sloan and Nancy Hackett, NY 
Mary Monroe Smith, NY 
Irene & Howard Soper, NY 
Robert Stowell, NY 
Rev. Bernard Turner, NY 
Alice & Robert Vogt, NY 
Marge Waehner, NY 
Betty & Fred White, NY 
Shirley Wikiera, NY 
 

*Len Szumiloski Memorial Resource Fund 
 
Grants: 
Wheaton Franciscan Sisters 
 

In Kind Donations:  
Harry Bronson, Esq. 
Mary Ellen & Casey Lopata 
Kristin Malone 
Phoenix Graphics 
Todd Rohnke  
 

Volunteers:  
Mary Ann & John  O’Brien 
  
Ann Rohnke  
   
Len & Molly Szumiloski   
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2005 Income & Expense Report 
 

Ordinary Income/Expense 
 

Income 
 

 41000 Contributions     11,001.28 
 42000 Book Sales       2,428.95  
      43000 Grants        1,000.00 
 44000  Other        54.00 
 

Total income       14,484.23   
 

Expense     
   

 52000 Cost of Books    1,033.17 
 53000 Administrative    1,695.83 
 54000 Postage/Shipping   1,662.03 
 55000 Print Material     1,529.26 
 56000  General: fees, equipment,  
                 supplies,  publications, et c. 2,061.78 
 57000 Telephone/ 
   Communications     20.00 
 58000 Conference/Travel   3,644.60 
 

Total Expense      11,646,67 
 
NET Income         2,837.56 
 
 

 
2005 Board of Directors 

 
James Buckheit 

Tom Ferrarese, Secretary, Treasurer 
Jean Kearse 

Mary Ellen Lopata, President 
Casey Lopata 

Rosalie Muschal Reinhardt 
William Pickett 

 
 

 
 

 Fortunate Families, Inc. 
239 Highland Parkway 

Rochester, NY 14620-2533 
585-244-4427 

 

Email: info@fortunatefamilies.com 
Website: www.fortunatefamilies.com 

 


