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- Same-sex marriages and naked political calculatioAdi

- An insight into the Blessed Mother—Kean

- Gay Marriage and the Constitution—Boies

- Insufficient evidence that sexual orientation chawefforts
work say APA

- Signs point to a gay-friendly Sotomayor—Price
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"I went to visit a woman / who listened / and wisites listened / |
spoke / and as | spoke / | found answers / andaaswered / |
healed."

-- Dorothy Sinclair, as quoted by Anna Devere SrnitB-
13-09 lecture at the Chautauqua Institution

"We all know what this issue is about. It's nobabhow to protect
the sanctity of marriage, or how to deal with aigiyudges. It's
about politics and an attempt to drive a wedge leetwone group of
citizens and the rest of the country, solely fatipan advantage...
The Constitution has never been used as a toaitrerech currently
popular views at the expense of an unpopular miyperiand it
should not be used that way now.”

-- Senator Ted Kennedy, during 2004 Senate delbatat a
the Federal Marriage Amendment

“If we love others with charity, then first of alle are just towards
them. Not only is justice not extraneous to clyaribt only is it not
an alternative or parallel path to charity; justiée inseparable from
charity, and intrinsic to it.”

-- Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate
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L-R; Marc, Abby, (my granddaughter), Carmen, Cheryl,
Jessica (my daughter), Ryan (her husband)

by Cheryl Restaino

t felt as if someone had hit me in the chest with a
cannonball, knocking all the air out of my lunds.
was blindsided and helpless when my son finallyesha
his struggle with us. Nine years ago my 21 yedrsoin,

Marc, first came out to his sister, then to his,dad
Carmen, and I. So many questions, so many cadnfiict
feelings, | thought | would never have a settlehsich
again. My children compiled a good

amount of literature about PFLAG

(Parents and Friends of Lesbians and

Gays), and then my education started. |

was among friends and it felt so healing.

The journey has been a tough one but, when Carnmen a

| were asked to be ‘Listening Parents’ for Fortenat
Families, | knew it was an important role for use
heard it over and over again at PFLAG: the most
common struggle is that of religion. Since ourrsho
time involved with Listening Parents, Carmen ahdve
met, emailed, and cried with other Catholics. R&in
yes, but sharing has been so healing for us.

Unfortunately, many gay people face rejection from
those they love in the name of Catholicism. | hese
an email from a 47 year old woman, “Shelley,” agkirs
to meet with her mom. According to Shelley, her
parents are ‘very Catholic,” and unable to accept h
sexuality. She was hoping we could talk with henm
and help her to understand. Her dad was out of the
guestion. | thought I'd get my husband, who is a



Catholic deacon, and my priest to
talk with her mom. We met at our
church and after our meeting, her
mom said, “you may like your
priest but | wanted to talk to a holy
priest.” Obviously, Fr. Matthew,

in his acceptance, didn't say what
this mom wanted to hear. We
reached out, but this mom could
not get past the religious issue and
Shelley was dejected once more. |
am proud of my church and Fr.
Matthew's eagerness to help but so
much more needs to be done.

Over these years | am more and
more aware of just how much
we share with other parents.
Another mother saw my name
listed in the Listening Parents’
directory and recognized that | had
been her son’s teacher in middle
school. It was comforting for her
to see she was not alone, that even
a teacher’s kid could be gay.

Even more surprising, a deacon’s
kid could be gay, wow! | realize
now, more than ever, how
damaging some of the church’s
teachings have
been. Young
people really
feel ostracized
and parents
don’t know who
to turn to. The work of Fortunate
Families makes us all feel hopeful.

Watching my son mature into a
wonderful young man, | am ever
thankful for a chance to share in
this journey. Yesterday over
lunch, a friend lamented about her
daughter’s orientation, saying
“everything happens for a reason,
but I guess I'll never know.” |
said, “l already know... so we
could be better people.” My son
has made me a better person, more
accepting and slower to judge. My
relationships have improved
because | have learned to listen
and think

-
L

by Marianne Bosch

I n October, 2006, under the
auspices of the Family Life
Office, a diocesan ministry named
Always Our Children was
instituted in the Diocese of
Covington, KY. The primary goal
of this group was to provide
support to the Catholic parents and
families of gay men and women.
In addition, we hoped to begin
educating our priests about the
realities of being a gay Catholic.

Although the bishop, Roger Foys,
initially promised support for this
ministry, it soon became evident
that this support would be

minimal. Continued efforts by the
group to speak with local pastors
and to publish articles in the local
diocesan newspaper were met with
denial.

In October of 2008 an
anniversary article

was submitted to

the bishop. The

article was the

simple story of

a mother and

father who had learned that their
youngest child was a lesbian.
These parents thanked the bishop
for our diocesan ministry and
shared with the community how
important the support group had
been as they struggled with
guestions common to most
Catholic parents in such a
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situation. Although the article was
given approval by Bishop Foys, he
later recanted and the article was
never published.

After careful
consideration and muchy/,
prayer, | decided to
resign my position

as director of Family
Ministry in order to
facilitate a support group for gays,
lesbians, and their families that
would not answer to the local
hierarchy. Those men and women
who had been meeting for two
years decided to come along for
the ride! And what a ride it has
been.

ur new name is Catholics

Embracing the Gay
Community. This past June, we
sponsored the first Catholic booth
at the local Pride Festival. We
could not believe the positive
response we received from
participants. We have put together
a brochure to be given to local
priests as we strive to let them
know that this ministry is still very
much alive. We are also working
with local women religious and
school
counselors in
order to
address the
reality of gay
students in our Catholic high
schools. In addition, we hope to
create a handout with commentary
from gay men and women on their
own high school experience.

Seeds of Hope and the Fortunate
Family newsletters provide us with
timely information and helpful
suggestions.

If anyone would care to contact
our group, you may email me,
Marianne Bosch, at
mbosch@insightbb.com.



by Sagib Al
Maryland House of Delegates member
Friday, July 31, 2009.

Reprinted with permission from The
Gazette July 31, 2009, copyright
2009 The Gazette.

ast November when

Californians voted to approve
the odious Proposition 8, it seemed
like a very heavy blow indeed had
been landed against the decades-
old movement to legalize same-sex
marriage.

After all, people thought, if voters
in the liberal bastion of California
overturned a previous court ruling
allowing same-sex marriage, it
would show decisively that
country was not ready for
marriage-equality.

And to a degree they were right.
Proposition 8 was probably the
single biggest electoral setback in
the history of the gay rights
movement. However Proposition
8's passage may have sown the
seeds of its own demise. And | am
hopeful that in the long run, it will
be seen as a pyrrhic victory for
opponents of equal rights.

A few months after
Proposition 8, lowa's
Supreme Court
stunned the nation by declaring the
state's long-standing gay marriage
ban unconstitutional by 7-0 vote.
This was followed by dominoes
falling in dramatic fashion within

days in Vermont, Maine and New

Hampshire. Impressively in each

of those last three states, marriage-
equality laws were passed by the
state legislatures. For the first
times in our nation's history,
marriage-equality had earned the
imprimatur of publicly elected
bodies.

| remember watching those

a dominoes fall.
With each
domino, | sensed
the pressure
building to do the same in
Maryland and wondered, "When
will our turn come?"

It feels like the nature of the fight
for equality has changed. It has
gone from being a rather niche
liberal issue to perhaps the most
pressing civil rights issue of this
generation. And marriage equality
throughout the land now feels like
an eventual inevitability.

| expect some day people will look
back at this fight for equality like
we now look back on oddly
antiquated anti-miscegenation
laws. I'm proud that I'll have stood
on the right side of history: In
support of full marital rights for
same-sex couples.

y stance on this issue isn't

politically expedient. | am
the first Muslim in the legislature.
Homosexuality is strictly
forbidden in Islam. As such | have
evinced much grief from my most
conservative supporters.

But | recognize that | represent
people of all faiths and no faith at
all. If 1 tried to enforce religion by
law — as in a theocracy — |
would be doing a disservice to my
both constituents and to my
religion.

The next opportunity for Maryland
to realize full marriage equality is
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in the 2010 annual legislative
session.

Conventional wisdom suggests
that votes are there to pass the
equality bill through the House but
maybe not the state Senate
(although no one can be entirely
certain).

Complicating this matter is that
2010 is an election year for the
entire General Assembly, so it is
likely the bill won't be voted on
because many legislators want to
avoid being recorded on a
potentially controversial issue.
Most informed advocates are
hopeful for passage and enactment
of the law by October 2011.

Undoubtedly, such nakedly
political calculations will be cold
comfort for the thousands of
couples throughout our state who
are denied the fundamental right to
marry the person they choose.
Unfortunately, however, these are
necessary tactical compromises
that must be made for the eventual,
inevitable legislative victory.

Delegate Saqib Ali of North Potomac
is a Democrat representing District 39
in north-central Montgomery County.

Friend Sagib Ali on Facebook by
going to:
http://www.facebook.com/addfriend.p
hp?id=864910222

Stories make a differencel!

Did something you or someone you
know do or say make a positive
difference? Make someone more
empathetic—a family member, priest,
bishop, legislator or LGBT person?
Tell us about it. Your story could
make the difference in someone’s life.
Your story might be exactly what
someone else needs to hear!
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by Patty Kean

While it has been very difficult at
times to remain in a church in
which many persecute our
children, | have remained a
practicing Catholic who will not

let the prejudices, lack of
understanding, and fears of others
deprive me of a rich sacramental
life within the church. I do,
however, speak to these issues as
they come up in church gatherings,
at Mass, or in social settings.

After one
particularly
homophobic
homily, |
approached the
priest after Mass.
| thanked him for allowing me a
small sliver of insight into the
Blessed Mother. Of course, he was
very happy to have done so; but he
was also curious. “How did | do
that in this homily?” | then
explained his homily caused me to
wonder how Mary might have felt
standing beneath
the cross of her
Son as the male
hierarchy of her
religion crucified her son for being
who he was. | explained to him
further: My son is gay. And, |
promised to pray for him in
thanksgiving for this new insight.
(And, I have.)

n

Why Ted Olson and | are working
to overturn California's Proposition
8.

by David Boies

July 20, 2009. Reprinted from The
Wall Street Journal 2009. Dow Jones
& Company. All rights reserved

hen | got married in

California in 1959 there
were almost 20 states where
marriage was limited to two people
of different sexes and the same
race. Eight years later the Supreme
Court unanimously declared state
bans on interracial marriage
unconstitutional.

Recently, Ted Olson and | brought
a lawsuit asking the courts to now
declare unconstitutional
California's Proposition 8

limitation of marriage to people of
the opposite sex. We acted
together because of our mutual
commitment to the importance of
this cause, and to emphasize that
this is not a Republican or
Democratic issue, not a liberal or
conservative issue, but an issue of
enforcing our Constitution's
guarantee of equal protection and
due process to all citizens.

The Supreme
Court has
repeatedly held
that the right to
marry the person
you love is so

fundamental that states cannot
abridge it. In 1978 the Court (8 to
1, Zablocki v. Redhajloverturned
as unconstitutional a Wisconsin
law preventing child-support
scofflaws from getting married.
The Court emphasized, "decisions
of this Court confirm that the right
to marry is of fundamental
importance for all individuals." In
1987 the Supreme Court
unanimously struck down as
unconstitutional a Missouri law
preventing imprisoned felons from
marrying.

There were legitimate state
policies that supported the
Wisconsin and Missouri
restrictions held unconstitutional.
By contrast, there is no legitimate
state policy underlying Proposition
8. The occasional suggestion that
marriages between people of
different sexes may somehow be
threatened by marriages of people
of the same sex does not withstand
discussion. It is difficult to the
point of impossibility to envision
two love-struck heterosexuals
contemplating marriage to decide
against it because gays and
lesbians also have the right to
marry; it is equally hard to
envision a couple whose marriage
is troubled basing the decision of
whether to divorce on whether
their gay neighbors are married or
living in a domestic partnership.
And even if depriving lesbians of
the right to marry each other could
force them into marrying someone
they do not love but who happens
to be of the opposite sex, it is
impossible to see how that could
be thought to be as likely to lead to
a stable, loving relationship as a
marriage to the person they do
love.

Moreover, there is no longer any
credible contention that depriving
gays and lesbians of basic rights
will cause them to change their



sexual orientation. Even if there
was, the attempt would be
constitutionally defective. But, in
fact, the sexual orientation of gays
and lesbians is as much a God-
given characteristic as the color of
their skin or the sexual orientation
of their straight brothers and
sisters. It is also a condition that,
like race, has historically been
subject to abusive and often
violent discrimination. It is
precisely where a minority's basic
human rights are abridged that our
Constitution's
promise of due
process and
equal protection
is most vital.

rh4

Countries as Catholic as Spain, as
different as Sweden and South
Africa, and as near as Canada have
embraced gay and lesbian marriage
without any noticeable effect --
except the increase in human
happiness and social stability that
comes from permitting people to
marry for love. Several states --
including Connecticut, lowa,
Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire and Vermont -- have
individually repealed their bans on
same-sex marriage as inconsistent
with a decent respect for human
rights and a rational view of the
communal value of marriage for

all individuals. But basic
constitutional rights cannot depend
on the willingness of the electorate
in any given state to end
discrimination. If we were

prepared to consign minority rights
to a majority vote, there would be
no need for a constitution.

The ban on same-sex marriages
written into the California
Constitution by a 52% vote
in favor of Proposition 8 is
the residue of centuries of
figurative and literal gay-
bashing. California allows same-

sex domestic partnerships that, as

interpreted by the California
Supreme Court, provide virtually
all of the economic rights of
marriage. So the ban on permitting
gay and lesbian couples to actually
marry is simply an attempt by the
state to stigmatize a segment of its
population that commits no offense
other than falling in love with a
disapproved partner, and asks no
more of the state than to be treated
equally with all other citizens. In
2003 the United States Supreme
Court inLawrence v. Texaseld

that states could not
constitutionally outlaw consensual
homosexual activity.
As Justice Anthony
Kennedy elegantly
wrote rejecting the
notion that a =
history of discrimination might
trump constitutional rights, "Times
can blind us to certain truths and
later generations can see that laws
once thought necessary and proper|
in fact serve only to oppress. As
the Constitution endures, persons
in every generation can invoke its
principles in their own search for
greater freedom."

[V

There are those who sincerely
believe that homosexuality is
inconsistent with their religion --
and the First Amendment
guarantees their freedom of belief.
However, the same First
Amendment, as well as the Due
Process and Equal Protection
clauses, preclude the enshrinement
of their religious-based
disapproval in state law.

Gays and leshians are our brothers
and sisters, our teachers and
doctors, our friends and neighbors,
our parents and children. It is time,
indeed past time, that we accord
them the basic human right to
marry the person they love. It is
time, indeed past time, that our
Constitution fulfill its promise of

equal protection and due process
5

for all citizens by now eliminating
the last remnant of centuries of
misguided state discrimination
against gays and lesbians.

The argument in favor of
Proposition 8 ultimately comes
down to no more than the
tautological assertion that a
marriage is between a man and a
woman. But a slogan is not a
substitute for constitutional
analysis. Law is about justice, not
bumper stickers.

Mr. Boies is the chairman of Boies,
Schiller & Flexner LLP.
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Practitioners Should Avoid Telling
Clients They Can Change from
Gay to Straight

APA PRESS RELEASEugust 5,
2009

ORONTO—The American
Psychological Association
adopted a resolution Wednesday

stating that mental health
professionals should avoid telling
clients that they can change their
sexual orientation through therapy
or other treatments.

The "Resolution on Appropriate
Affirmative Responses to Sexual
Orientation Distress and Change
Efforts" also advises that parents,
guardians, young people and their
families avoid sexual orientation
treatments that portray



homosexuality as a mental illness
or developmental disorder and
instead seek psychotherapy, social
support and educational services
"that provide accurate information
on sexual orientation and
sexuality, increase family and
school support and reduce
rejection of sexual minority

youth."

The approval, by APA's governing
Council of Representatives, came
at APA's annual convention,
during which a task
force presented a
report that in part
examined the
efficacy of so-called
"reparative therapy," or sexual
orientation change efforts (SOCE).

"Contrary to claims of sexual
orientation change advocates and
practitioners, there is insufficient
evidence to support the use of
psychological interventions to
change sexual orientation," said
Judith M. Glassgold, PsyD, chair
of the task force. "Scientifically
rigorous older studies in this area
found that sexual orientation was
unlikely to change due to efforts
designed for this purpose. Contrary
to the claims of SOCE

practitioners and advocates, recent
research studies do not provide
evidence of sexual orientation
change as the research methods ar
inadequate to determine the
effectiveness of these
interventions." Glassgold added:
"At most, certain studies suggested
that some individuals learned how
to ignore or not act on their
homosexual attractions. Yet, these
studies did not indicate for whom
this was possible, how long it
lasted or its long-term mental
health effects. Also, this result was
much less likely to be true for
people who started out only
attracted to people of the same
sex."

D

Based on this review, the task
force recommended that mental
health professionals avoid
misrepresenting the efficacy of
sexual orientation change efforts
when providing assistance to
people distressed about their own
or others' sexual orientation.

APA appointed the six-member
Task Force on Appropriate
Therapeutic Responses to Sexual
Orientation in 2007 to review and
update APA's 1997 resolution,
"Appropriate Therapeutic
Responses to Sexual Orientation,”
and to generate a report. APA was
concerned about ongoing efforts to
promote the notion that sexual
orientation can be changed through
psychotherapy or approaches that
mischaracterize homosexuality as
a mental disorder.

The task force examined the peer-
reviewed journal
articles in English
from 1960 to 2007,
which included 83
studies. Most of the

studies were conducted before

1978, and only a few had been

conducted in the last 10 years. The

group also reviewed the recent
literature on the psychology of
sexual orientation.

"Unfortunately, much of the
research in the area of sexual
orientation change contains serious
design flaws," Glassgold said.
"Few studies could be considered
methodologically sound and none
systematically evaluated potential
harms."

s to the issue of possible

harm, the task force was
unable to reach any conclusion
regarding the efficacy or safety of
any of the recent studies of SOCE:
"There are no methodologically
sound studies of recent SOCE that
would enable the task force to
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make a definitive statement about
whether or not recent SOCE is safe
or harmful and for whom,"
according to the report.

"Without such information,
psychologists cannot predict the
impact of these treatments and
need to be very cautious, given
that some qualitative research
suggests the potential for harm,"”
Glassgold said. "Practitioners can
assist clients through therapies that
do not attempt to change sexual
orientation, but rather involve
acceptance, support and identity
exploration and development
without imposing a specific
identity outcome."

As part of its report, the task force
identified that some clients seeking
to change their sexual orientation
may be in distress because of a
conflict between their sexual
orientation and religious beliefs.
The task force recommended that
licensed mental health care
providers treating such clients help
them "explore possible life paths
that address the reality of their
sexual orientation, reduce the
stigma associated with
homosexuality, respect the client's
religious beliefs, and consider
possibilities for a religiously and
spiritually meaningful and
rewarding life."

"In other words,"
Glassgold said, "we
recommend that

psychologists be

m/d completely honest

about the likelihood of sexual
orientation change, and that they
help clients explore their
assumptions and goals with respect
to both religion and sexuality."

A copy of the task force report
may be obtained from  APA's
Public Affairs Office or at



http:/www.apa.org/pi/lgbc/publica
tions/therapeutic-response.pdf.

The American Psychological
Association, in Washington, D.C.,
is the largest scientific and
professional organization
representing psychology in the
United States and is the world's
largest association of
psychologists.
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by Deb Price

The Detroit News Wednesday, August
12, 2009. Reprinted with permission

0 gay Americans, Sonia

Sotomayor isn't just any new
justice: She will likely hold the
balance on a Supreme Court
believed to be evenly divided over
gay Americans' basic
constitutional rights.

The justice she replaces, David
Souter, had tilted the advantage to
the court's gay-friendly wing.

How might Sotomayor
rule on gay marriage?
Gays in the military?
- In custody disputes
between lesbian moms living in
separate states with vastly different
outlooks on gay parenting rights?
Or on the employment rights of
transgender Americans?

At her Senate confirmation
hearings, Sotomayor didn't tip her
hand. On gay marriage, she ducked
and sidestepped, vowing to bring a
"completely open mind" to the
"hotly debated" topic.

Yet gay legal experts -- having
sifted through her rulings,
statements, civil rights advocacy
and comfort around gay clerks and

friends -- are cautiously optimistic
that she will help gay men and
lesbians finally secure legal
protections that other Americans
can take for granted.

Art Leonard, a New York Law
School professor and "Leonard
Link" blogger, sees positive signs
in her handling of two gay-related
cases, Holmes v. Artuz and Miller
v. City of New York.

The first involved a gay prisoner's
complaint about not being allowed
to work in the mess hall. It was
1995, the year before the Supreme
Court handed down its blockbuster
Romer v. Evans ruling that the
Constitution's equal protection
guarantee extends to gay
Americans.

"At the time, the lower federal
courts, heavily influenced by the
Supreme Court's 1986 decision
upholding the Georgia sodomy
law, Bowers v. Hardwick, were
routinely rejecting equal protection
claims by gay litigants," Leonard
explains.

But Sotomayor, then a district
court judge, demonstrated a
forward-looking mindset. "The
constitutional right not to be
discriminated against for any
reason, including sexual
orientation, without a rational basis
is an established proposition of
law," she wrote.

Then, in 2006 as part of a three-
judge appeals court panel, she
joined an unsigned decision that a
gay man ridiculed by his boss for
not being a "manly man" was
entitled to a trial on his claim that
the workplace was a hostile
environment.

Those cases encourage attorney
Jon Davidson of Lambda Legal,
the gay legal group.
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Davidson, a Yale Law School
classmate of Sotomayor's, also
believes Sotomayor's insistence on
closely examining the facts of each
case will work to gay Americans'
favor.

"To the extent that judges focus
more on fact, we do better,"
Davidson says.

hen the high court

eventually hears its first gay
case of the Sotomayor era, gains in
Congress, the states and public
attitudes will influence the justices
in subtle and not-so-subtle ways.

If, for example, Congress has
extended health benefits to the
partners of gay federal workers,
that would surely undermine the
law that denies federal recognition
to gay couples legally married in
their home states.

Progress at the Supreme Court
level "is not just about the lawyers
and briefs and cases," notes Evan
Wolfson, head of Freedom to
Marry, who argued Eagle Scout
James Dale's case in 2000.

"It is about getting more states (to
open marriage to gay couples), and
changing more hearts and minds to
create the climate in which the
judges, including Sotomayor,

make a decision," Wolfson said.

[ Of course, on the

next generation of
gay cases headed to
the court, no votes are certain.

Let's hope the nation's first
Hispanic justice will turn out to be
a far-sighted and energetic
progressive, someone determined
to lift up gay Americans so that we
can enjoy the blessings of full
equality.

dprice@detnews.com (202) 662-
8736
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An ESPN survey of 85 college
football players showed that 50%
of them know at least one openly
gay player on their team.

-- Reported in HRC’s 8-19-09
“Equally Speaking.”

Daniel Radcliffe, aka Harry Potter
in the movies, made a donation to
The Trevor Project which operates
a nationwide crisis and suicide
prevention helpline for LGBTQ
youth.

-- Reported in HRC’s 8-11-09
“Equally Speaking.”

In July at their annual meeting,
British Quakers approved same-
sex marriage and encouraged their
government to provide equal rights
for same-sex couples.

-- Reported in HRC's 8-3-09
“Equally Speaking.”

It's still legal in 30 states to fire
someone based on their sexual
orientation, and in 38 states to do
so based on gender identity.

-- Reported in HRC’s 6-25-09
“Equally Speaking.”
In response to the recent Barna
Group study that showed that 60%
of gay adults say faith is important
in their lives, and 70% of gay

adults identify themselves as
Christians:

Fr. James Martin, S.J. said: “One
reason homosexuals are drawn to
the church is that many of these
people have been wounded
themselves, so they know what it's
like to feel broken, and they want
to help others in whatever way
they are hurting. The Christian

paradigm of the scapegoat—the
marginalized one, the one who
suffers unjustly—is quite
powerful, especially for gay
people.”

Rebecca Voelkel, United Church
of Christ minster, said: “Over and
over again, when the church
chooses extravagant welcome and
hospitality, it makes itself stronger
and truer to its core Gospel.”

Sep. 23, 2009
(Wed)

National Bisexuality Day. Info:
www.thetaskforce.org

Sep 24-27, 2009

Catholic Association of Lesbian
and Gay Ministries (CALGM)
Conference Las Vegas NV
Speakers: Anne Bryan Smollin,
James Alison, Todd Salzman &
Michael Lawler, and Harry Knox.
Workshops by Fortunate Families.
Info: www.nacdlgm.org.

Sep 25-27, 2009

Emmaus Retreat for Gay &
Lesbian Catholics and parents of
Gay & Lesbian Catholics Jesuit
Retreat House, Parma OH (near
Cleveland. Info: Jesuit Retreat
House at 440-885-1055 or
www.jrh-cleveland.org.

Oct. 4, 2009 (Sun)

New Ways Ministry Luncheon
andBridge Building Award to
John McNeill. New York City,
1-5 PM. Info:
info@newwaysministry.org OR
www.newwaysministry.org OR
301-277-5674.

Oct. 9-11, 2009

New Ways Ministry retreat.
Facilitator: Michael Crosby, OFM
Cap. SyracuseNY area. Info:
info@newwaysministry.org OR
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www.newwaysministry.org OR
301-277-5674.

Oct. 11, 2009 (Sun)

Solidarity Sunday. Dedicated to
the memory of the many, including
LGBT, persons who lost their lives
through violence because of who
they were or perceived to be. Info:
www.dignityusa.org/solidarity.
Also National Coming Out Day.

Nov. 6-8, 2009

Call To Acton, Milwaukee, WI.
Info: www.cta-usa.org.

Nov. 21, 2009 (Sat)

Day of Reflection for Catholic
Parents and Family Members of
Lesbian Daughters and Gay

Sons. 9am-3pm.Based on
“Always Our Children.”
Benedictine Sisters Shalom Prayer
CenterMt. Angel, OR. Florence

& Steve Balog: Facilitators. Info:
(503) 845-7850 or
sandfbalog@mtangel.net.

You can reduce our mailing costs
(and folding and stuffing labor) if
you request email

notification of future

newsletters and

download them from

our website. Thanks!

Since our August newsletter 18
people and/or groups contributed
to Fortunate Families. We are
able sustain this ministry to, with,
for and by parents of lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender
daughters and sons because of
you. Thank you!

Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-

profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public
charity organization. Contributions are
fully tax-deductible.
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