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·   Words to ponder 
·  The sin of heterosexism? 
·  Always Our Children, Springfield, MA awarded grant  
·   Grace and gratitude abound where love and forgiveness 

live—Kay Skonieczny 
·  Queer Town: Catholic fallout over Proposition 8—Patrick 

Range McDonald 
·  From the Episcopal Bishop of San Diego 
·  Catholics Support Marriage Rights and Responsibilities for 

Same Gender Couples during the Meeting of the U.S. 
Bishops—DignityUSA press release 

·  Hope springs eternal for LGBT Phillies fans—Matthew A. 
Pilecki 

·  Did you know … ? 
·  Calendar 
·  Thanks!  
·  Open letter to United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops—Brenda and Jack Geishecker 
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"Too often, discussion of this issue [same-sex marriage] treats 'those' 
people -- specifically, gays and lesbians -- as if they were an alien 
species.  They are not.  They are our sons and daughters; our sisters 
and brothers; our aunts, uncles and cousins; our friends, neighbors, 
students, and coworkers; our priests, ministers, and parishioners.  
'They' are us!  No matter how we view the morality of same-sex 
relationships, those among us who are gay or lesbian are human 
beings; worthy of our care and concern; possessing fundamental 
human rights." 

-- Fr. Bryan Massingale, "Respect for all catholic values 
key in marriage amendment vote," Sept. 21, 2006, (Milwaukee) 
Catholic Herald 
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by Casey Lopata 

The election of the first African-American [actually 
biracial] president generated much media coverage and 
discussion about the history of racism and steps taken by 
various people and institutions that served to move the 
country toward racial equality.  One such step was the 
U.S. Catholic Bishops 1979 Pastoral Letter on Racism, 
Brothers and Sisters to Us. 

This election season also saw the passage of 
Proposition 8 “to eliminate the right of same-sex 
couples to marry” in California, and the passage 

of anti same-sex marriage legislation in Arizona 
and Florida.  The U.S. Catholic Conference of 

Bishops, and the lobbying efforts of the 
bishops in these states, supported these 
legislative initiatives.  All this generated 

discussion of the history of marriage and how it has 
changed. 

Connecting the dots, news analysts reminded us that it 
was 1967 before the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled (Loving vs. Virginia) against 
Virgina’s ban on inter-racial marriage, 
and overturned such laws that were still in effect in 15 
other states.  Barack Obama’s parents were married in 
1961.  Had they lived in one of these states, rather than 
in Hawaii, they would not have been able to be married. 

Connecting the dots myself, I re-read the Bishops 1979 
pastoral letter on racism, and wondered when the 
bishops might write a similar pastoral letter related to 
sexual orientation and heterosexism.  When they do, 
perhaps they could save a lot of time if they used the 
same document and simply substituted words related to 
sexual orientation and heterosexism (i.e., the assumption 
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that everyone is, or should be, 
heterosexual) for words related to 
racism.  

What do you think?  Below is a 
key section of the U.S. bishops 
1979 pastoral letter with deleted 
words crossed out, and substituted 
words in italics. 

THE SIN OF 
RACISM 
HETEROSEXISM 

Racism 
Heterosexism is a sin; a sin that 
divides the human family, blots out 
the image of God among specific 
members of that family, and 
violates the fundamental human 
dignity of those called to be 
children of the same Father. 
Racism Heterosexism is the sin 
that says some human beings are 
inherently superior and others 
essentially inferior because of 
races sexual orientation. It is the 
sin that makes racial characteristics 
sexual orientation the determining 
factor for the exercise of human 
rights. It mocks the words of Jesus: 
"Treat others the way you would 
have them treat you." (4) Indeed, 
racism heterosexism is more than a 
disregard for the words of Jesus; it 
is a denial of the truth of the 
dignity of each human being 
revealed by the mystery of the 
Incarnation.  

In order to find the strength to 
overcome the evil of racism 
heterosexism, we must look to 

Christ. In Christ Jesus 
"there does not exist 

among you Jew or Greek, 
slave or freedom, male or 
female. All are one in 

Christ Jesus." (5)  As Pope John 
Paul II has said so clearly, "Our 
spirit is set in one direction, the 
only direction for our intellect, will 
and heart is toward Christ, the 
Redeemer of [humanity.]"(6) It is 

in Christ, then, that the Church 
finds the central cause for its 
commitment to justice, and to the 
struggle for the human right and 
dignity of all persons.  

When we give in to our fears of the 
other because he or she is of a race 
sexual orientation different from 
ourselves, when we prejudge the 
motives of others precisely 
because they are of a different 
color sexual orientation, when we 
stereotype or ridicule the other 
because of racial characteristics 
and heritage sexual orientation, we 
fail to heed the command of the 
Prophet Amos: "Seek good and not 
evil, that you may live; then truly 
will the Lord... be with you as you 
claim!... Then let justice surge like 
water, and goodness like an 
unfailing stream." (7)  

Today in our country men, women, 
and children are being denied 
opportunities for full participation 
and advancement in our society 
because of their race sexual 
orientation. The educational, legal, 
and financial systems, along with 
other structures and sectors of our 
society, impede people's progress 
and narrow their access because 
they are black, Hispanic, Native 
American or Asian not 
heterosexual.  

The structures of our society are 
subtly racist heterosexist, for these 
structures reflect the values which 
society upholds. They are geared 
to the success of the majority and 
the failure of the minority. 
Members of both groups give 
unwitting approval by accepting 
things as they are. Perhaps no 
single individual is to blame. The 
sinfulness is often anonymous but 
nonetheless real. The sin is social 
in nature in that each of us, in 
varying degrees, is responsible. All 
of us in some measure are 
accomplices. As our recent 

pastoral letter on moral values 
states: "The absence of personal 
fault for an evil does not absolve 
one of all responsibility. We must 
seek to resist and undo injustices 
we have not ceased, least we 
become bystanders who tacitly 
endorse evil and so share in guilt 
in it."(8). 

Do you agree?  Or not?  Please 
send us your comments. 
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Always Our Children, a ministry 
begun by Catholic parents of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
persons from Sacred Heart Parish 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, is 
pleased to announce that it has 
been awarded a grant from the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame’s 
Fund for Lesbian and Gay 
Ministry. These monies will be 
used to fund Educational Forums 
on Gay Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender Journeys in Faith.  
 

Sharing the School Sisters 
of Notre Dame’s belief 
that “the world can be 
changed through the 

transformation of persons,” Always 
Our Children intends to use the 
powerful documentary film, 
Anyone and Everyone, as a 
springboard for dialogue in various 
venues in the Springfield area. In 
Anyone and Everyone, parents 
across the United States discuss 
their reactions to having a son or 



�3 

daughter reveal he or she is gay. 
These personal reflections make 
Anyone and Everyone an 
excellent tool for educational 
outreach. These discussions will 
aim to change hearts and to 
promote acceptance and inclusion 
of gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender persons and their 
families in our Church and world. 

 
Always Our Children was formed 
in February of 2006 and remains 
dedicated to supporting and 
affirming gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender persons and their 
families. Always Our Children 
meets the first Tuesday of the 
month in the Community Room of 
Sacred Heart convent, behind 
Sacred Heart Church, Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 
 

Stories make a difference! 
Did something you or someone you 
know do or say make a positive 
difference?  Make someone more 
empathetic or move them along in 
their journey towards acceptance and 
affirmation—perhaps a family 
member or priest or bishop or 
legislator or a LGBT person?   Please 
tell us about it. Your story might 
encourage others whose stories might 
be exactly what someone else needs to 
hear! 
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by Kay Skonieczny 
Director of Outreach 
St. Francis of Assisi Church 
Sacramento, California 
 

At our recent bi-monthly GLBT 
potluck following the 9:30 Sunday 
Mass a woman new to the group 
shared the following story.  She 
was raised Catholic but left the 
church thirty years ago when she 
came out as a lesbian.  She did not 
feel wanted or welcome.  Over the 
years she nurtured her spiritual life 
in many ways eventually joining 
the Metropolitan Community 
Church that disbanded two years 
ago.   

She was estranged from her 
mother and said the last time they 
spoke four years ago her mother 
had said to her: “you are dead to 
me; I have no daughter.”  The 
Sunday of our potluck she and her 
partner decided to come to St. 

Francis where they had heard we 
welcome everyone.  At Mass she 
met a woman who knew her from 
PFLAG meetings who invited her 
to attend the potluck.  She came to 
the potluck and said how grateful 
she was to find St. Francis and 

reconnect with her Catholic roots.  
The day, she said, was full of grace 
as that morning before she came to 
church her mother had called her 
to ask for forgiveness for her 
hurtful, hateful remarks and the 
years of estrangement.  She told 
her daughter that she loved her and 
wanted very much to mend their 
relationship and have her back in 
her life.  The daughter overflowed 
with emotion as she told us all how 
grateful she was for all that had 
transpired that morning.  

We paused after her sharing, held 
hands, 
acknowledged 
the moment 
with heartfelt 
connection 
and silence 

and then prayed together. Where 
God is—and that is everywhere—
forgiveness, grace, gratitude and 
love abound full to overflowing. 
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by Patrick Range McDonald 
Oct. 29, 2008.  Reprinted with permission 

While Mormons have been getting 
the headlines, the Roman Catholic 
Church has quietly been a major 
force in the "Yes on 8" campaign 

to ban same sex marriage in 
California. Whether or not 

Proposition 8 is defeated, 
it seems inevitable that 

church officials will face some 
kind of blow back from gay and 
lesbian Catholics come November 
5, if they haven't already. 

From bishops releasing an official 
position paper in support of the 
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ballot measure to printing pro-
Prop. 8 literature and distributing it 
at parishes to offering local priests 
legal support so they can 
comfortably talk about banning 
same sex marriage with 
parishioners, Catholic officials 
have been working hard for 
Proposition 8's passage. This is 
particularly true in Los Angeles. 

Cardinal Roger 
Mahony, for 
example, who 
presides over the 
Archdiocese of Los 

Angeles County, which has nearly 
4 million practicing Catholics in its 
territory, has been actively 
courting Latino voters through 
radio ads where he speaks to them 
in Spanish, asking for their "yes" 
vote.  

At West Hollywood's St. Victor 
Church, Monsignor Jeremiah 
Murphy, who was appointed to 
head the parish by Mahony in 
2000, has allowed Prop. 8 
supporters to set up tables and 
distribute "Yes on 8" literature, 
according to the West Hollywood 
News. (St. Victor, it should be 
noted, is also known for its good 
work with the homeless, some of 
whom are probably homosexual.)  

In Fresno, when Father Geoff 
Farrow came out of the closet and 
publicly opposed 
Proposition 8 a few 
weeks ago, he was 
relieved of his duties. 

Add it all up, it has to make a 
thinking gay or lesbian Catholic 
wonder. Why am I still giving 
money to a church that prints 
literature in support of laws that 
discriminate against me? Why am 
I praying in a church that singles 
me out as a sinner? Why am I, in 
the end, contributing to my own 
second class citizenship?  

I know I have asked these 
questions because I'm gay and 
Catholic. I haven't practiced in a 
while, but I grew up directly 
behind a Catholic church, attended 
a Catholic grade school, an all-
boys Catholic prep school and a 
Jesuit university, and I was taught 
by nuns, brothers, and priests. I 
was baptized and confirmed, and 
from the time I was a kid through 
my senior year in high school, I 
attended mass almost every 
Sunday. That's about as Catholic as 
you can get. At the same, I've had 
feelings for men probably since I 
was five or six years old, when I 
first saw the cartoon "Speed 
Racer" and developed a quick and 
serious crush on the title character. 
So that's pretty darn gay, too. 

Anyhow, sometimes I'll attend 
mass with my mother and father 
because they're my mother and 
father. I'll sit in church and listen 
and wish I could go to mass more 
often. There's something about the 
Catholic faith, with its emphasis on 
forgiveness, peace, and love, that I 
respect and like. And if you've 
ever read the Sermon on the 
Mount, as given by Jesus Christ 
himself, who was always 
protecting and helping the 
underdogs of society, that could 
turn you into a Christian in a 
second.  

But then something like 
Proposition 8 pops up, with all of 
the above meanness that follows. 
At that point, I'm reminded why I 
don't attend mass anymore. Come 
Sunday, November 9, five days 
after Election Day, I wonder how 
many gays and lesbians will reach 
the same conclusion. I wonder if 
Proposition 8 will be the final 
straw. 
Contact Patrick Range McDonald at 
pmcdonald@laweekly.com. 
 

Editor’s Note: If you were 
disappointed by the approval of 
Proposition 8, check out the Open 
Letter to the USCCB on p.8, and you 
might want to view MSNBC’s Keith 
Olberman’s comments at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hn
Hyy8gkNEE 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
  
Last night, we witnessed an 
historic moment in our nation's 
history. Both Republicans and 
Democrats paid tribute to this 
transformational moment. For all 
our nation's values and goodness, 
race and racism have been our 
enduring wound. In ways that we 
cannot fully see today, I sense that 
we have moved to a new place.   
  
Of course in California we were 
focused on more than the election 
of state and federal leaders.  We 
discharged a host of local and 
state-wide propositions. Of 
particular note was Proposition 8, 
entitled by the state Attorney 
General, "Limit on Marriage 
Constitutional Amendment." The 
intent and effect of this 
amendment would be to remove 
the right of civil marriage for 
same-gendered couples - a right 
granted by a State Supreme Court 
decision in May. It appears that 
this proposition will pass.  [Editor’s 
Note: It did pass.] 
  
What is clear from the vote on 
Proposition 8 is that voters in 
California are divided about this 
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question. I imagine that we would 
find the state-wide divide reflected 
in our own church. From 
conversations that I have had, I 
sense that votes on both sides of 
the issue are nuanced. Clearly, the 
questions surrounding human 
sexuality, marriage and the place 
of gays and lesbians in society and 
the church will not be answered 
quickly or easily. 
  
You are aware that I opposed this 
proposition. I must tell you that my 
heart is heavy as I think of the 
many faithful and loving couples 
who are gay or lesbian and who 
have again felt wounded by this 
vote. They do not understand how 
their love and desire to live in a 
faithful, monogamous, committed 
relationship and to create a family 
is a threat to so-called traditional 
marriage. I struggle along with 
such couples and those who 
support them to make some sense 
of this fear, but I cannot.   
  
Some of you agree with me and 

others disagree with 
me on this 
question. What a 
wonderful blessing 
this church is where 

bishops and clergy can have 
theological disagreements and 
ponder these matters together in 
search of the mind of Christ. I 
believe we are best served by 
being the kind of church in which 
individuals can authentically 
express their hearts and minds on 
these matters as a part of a 
disciplined and sacred 
conversation. Think of what a 
witness this model of conversation 
might be to our nation, at this 
transformational time, when we 
most need to enter into meaningful 
dialogue. Might that be how 
church and society best meet 
today?   
  

I again urge us to hold our own 
positions gently and to listen to the 
one who offers you a different 
word.   
  
Faithfully, 

The Rt. Rev. James R. Mathes 
Bishop of San Diego 
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Nov. 10, 2008 press release from 
DignityUSA�

Today, as the U.S. bishops begin 
their meeting in Baltimore, we 
express our dismay regarding the 
bishops' use of significant 
resources - including $200,000 
toward Proposition 8 in California 
- to block same-gender couples 
from access to the rights and 
responsibilities of civil marriage.  
We are opposed to ballot 
initiatives against same-gender 
marriage because this takes the 
dangerous path of putting the 
fundamental civil rights of a class 
of U.S. citizens up for a vote.  As 
faithful Catholics, we support the 
broadening of the definition of 
civil marriage to be inclusive of 
same-gender couples. 

We believe strongly that efforts to 
"protect marriage" must focus on 
expanding legislation and 
programs that protect all families 
and aid them in the areas where 
they most need it - education, child 
care, healthcare, and employment.  

To ignore the real challenges faced 
by all families, and to demonize 
families headed by same-gender 
couples, is offensive to all who 
follow the Catholic social justice 
tradition.  Gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender people want and 
will continue to form families - 
with and without children.  To 
grant equal rights and 
responsibilities provided by civil 
marriage to these individuals will 
only serve to strengthen the very 
family and social ties that our 
bishops say they so passionately 
want to protect.  To do less 
contradicts the Gospel message of 
Jesus Christ. 

We ask the bishops as they meet 
this week in 
Baltimore to 
address the 
issues that 
actually 
contribute to the breakdown in the 
family.  We state our unequivocal 
support for marriage, which 
includes expanding the definition 
of civil marriage rights to be 
inclusive of same-gender couples.  
Supporting marriage equality is the 
right and just thing to do.  It is the 
Catholic thing to do. 

Association for the Rights of 
Catholics in the Church 
Call To Action 
Catholics For Choice 
CORPUS, Linda Pinto 
DignityUSA 
National Coalition of American 
Nuns 
Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Women's Ordination Conference 
New Ways Ministry 
Pax Christi Maine 
RAPPORT 
Women's Ordination Conference 
WomenChurch Convergence 

Contact Information: 
phone: 800-877-8797  
www.DignityUSA.org 
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by Matthew E. Pilecki 
Monday Oct 27, 2008 

EDGE Publications, Inc. Copyright © 
2003-2008. Reprinted with permission 

With the odds against them, the 
Philadelphia Phillies beat the 
Tampa Bay Rays 3-2 two in Game 
1 of the World Series on Oct. 22. 
This victory set Phillies fans across 
Philadelphia into a joyous ovation, 
but some may not expect the same 
timbre at the Westbury on South 
13th Street and other local gay bars 
where LGBT Phillies fans decked 
out in red and white rooted for 
their hometown team. 
 
EDGE Philadelphia interviewed 
patrons of the Westbury during 
game one as they watched the 
game on a number of televisions 
and enjoyed drink specials. Jerry 
Wehr said he likes to go to the bar 
because he said he has trouble 
meeting other LGBT people who 
share his interest in sports. 
 
"I just like it just because you get 
to meet other people that are also 
sports fans," Wehr said. "Normally 
in the gay community there aren’t 
as many sports fans as the straight 
community." 

Wehr has attended at least three 
gay community nights organized 
by the Gay & Lesbian Lawyers of 
Philadelphia at Citizens Bank 
Park. GALLOP member Chip 
Junod said the Phillies have 
remained supportive of LGBT 

Philadelphians since they forbade 
anti-LGBT material inside the 
ballpark in response to Repent 
America hanging banners that read 
"Homosexuality is a sin" in 2004. 
 
"I think anything that recognizes 
the community as a legitimate 
group is important," Junod said. 
"And the Phillies are very good 
about it." 
 
He added the Phillies announced 
the gay community night on their 
score board more than 100 times at 
this year’s event. Chris Taylor, a 
lifelong Phillies fan, has attended 
four gay day games with his 
partner. And he is ecstatic to see 
the Phillies in the World Series this 
year. 
 
"It’s awesome," Taylor said. "I 
actually went to the 1980 World 
Series and the 1993 World Series 
so it’s been a long time coming." 

[Editor’s note: The Phillies 
won, besting the Rays four 
games to one.] 
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Stu Rasmussen became the first 
openly transgender candidate 
elected mayor in the country when 
he was voted mayor of Silverton, 
CO.  He served as mayor twice 
before when he was a discreet 
crossdresser.  He says: “I’m a 
heterosexual male who appears to 
be female.  What I’ve done is 
blackmail-proof myself.”  
-- The Oregonian, blog-
oregonlive.com posting, Kimberly 
A.C. Wilson,  Nov. 7, 2008 

          

The UK Ministry of Defence has 
compensated 65 personnel unfairly 
dismissed from the armed forces 
because of their homosexuality—
an average of $95K. 
--BBC News, news.bbc.co.uk, Nov. 11, 
2008 

          

The United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops has established a 
ne ad hoc committee to raise 
awareness of the “unique beauty of 
the vocation of marriage.”  Funded 
by the Knights of Columbus, this 
committee’s work, according to an 
October 31, 2008 NCR brief, “will 
involve education and public 
advocacy efforts against moves to 
redefine marriage through 
legislatures or the courts.” 

          

Jared Polis will become the third 
openly gay or lesbian U.S. 
congressperson.  He was elected to 
a Colorado congressional seat in 
this election.  The other two are 
Tammy Baldwin (WI) and Barney 
Frank (MA). 

Lupe Valdez was reelected to a 
second term as Dallas County 
sheriff. 

-- “Polis becomes 3rd openly gay 
member of Congress,” The 
Washington Blade, Nov. 5, 2008.  

          

 

 

Getting this 
newsletter by U.S. 
Postal delivery?  

You can reduce our mailing costs 
(and folding and stuffing labor) if 
you request email notification of 
future newsletters and download 
them from our website. 

Thanks! 
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Jan. 23-25, 2009 

Next Steps: 
Developing Catholic 
Lesbian/Gay Ministry, St. Leo, 
FL (near Tampa).  New Ways 
Ministry program for all interested 
in learning to develop lesbian/gay 
ministry programs—starting one or 
developing next steps for existing 
programs.  See other dates and 
locations below.  Info: 301-277-
5674 OR 
info@newwaysministry.org OR 
www.newwaysministry.org. 

Feb. 7, 2009 (Sat) 

Day of Reflection for Parents of 
Lesbian Daughter & Gay Sons, 
Rochester, NY.  Catholic Gay & 
Lesbian Family Ministry, 
facilitated by Mary Ellen & Casey 
Lopata.  Info: fkennedy@dor.org. 

Feb. 20-22, 2009 

Next Steps: Developing Catholic 
Lesbian/Gay Ministry, St. David, 
AZ (near Tucson).  [See Jan. 23-
25 for info] 

Feb. 27-Mar. 6, 2009 

Sr. Jeannine Gramick, SL, 
LGBT-friendly pilgrimage to El 
Salvador: Land of Martyrs.  
Itinerary includes liturgy at site of 
Archbishop Romero's martyrdom.  
Info:  gramick@juno.com OR 
www.newwaysministry.org/Pilgri
mage/pilg09brochure.pdf OR Sr. 
Jeannine at 301-864-3604. 

May 1-3, 2009 

Next Steps: Developing Catholic 
Lesbian/Gay Ministry, Tiffin, 
OH (near Toledo).  [See Jan. 23-
25 for info] 

Jun 13, 2009 (Sat) 

Day of Reflection for Parents of 
Lesbian Daughters and Gay 
Sons.  Scarboro Foreign Mission 

Society, Scarboro, Ontario (near 
Toronto).  Facilitated by Mary 
Ellen & Casey Lopata.�  Info: 
johnmontague@sympatico.ca. 

Jun 22-24, 2009 

New Ways Ministry retreat 
facilitated by Rev. Diarmuid 
O’Murchu.  Daylesford Abbey, 
Paoli, PA (near Philadelphia).  
Info: info@newwaysministry.org 
OR www.newwaysministry.org 
OR 301-277-5674. 

Jul 2-5, 2009 

DignityUSA 19th Biennial 
Convention.  Speakers include: 
Dr. Mary Hunt and Richard 
Rodriguez.  San Francisco, CA.  
Info: www.dignityusa.org. 

Aug. 7-9, 2009 

Next Steps: Developing Catholic 
Lesbian/Gay Ministry, Baton 
Rouge, LA.  [See Jan. 23-25 for 
info] 

Sep. 23, 2009 (Wed) 

National Bisexuality Day.  Info: 
www.thetaskforce.org 

Sep 24-27, 2009 

Catholic Association of Lesbian 
and Gay Ministries (CALGM) 
National Conference.  Las Vegas 
NV.  Info: www.nacdlgm.org. 

Oct. 9-11, 2009 

New Ways Ministry retreat 
facilitated by Michael Crosby, 
OFM Cap.  Stella Maris Retreat 
Center, Skaneateles, NY (near 
Syracuse).  Info: 
info@newwaysministry.org OR 
www.newwaysministry.org OR 
301-277-5674. 

Oct. 11, 2009 (Sun) 

Solidarity Sunday.  Dedicated to 
the memory of the many, including 
LGBT persons, who lost their lives 
through violence because of who 

they were or who they were 
perceived to be. Info: 
www.dignityusa.org/solidarity.  
Oct. 11 is also National Coming 
Day. 

Nov. 6-8, 2009 

Call To Acton, Milwaukee, WI.  
Info: www.cta-usa.org. 
 

 
 

Since our October newsletter, 
26 people and/or groups 
contributed to Fortunate Families.  
Thank you so much for your 
commitment to supporting our 
efforts!!! 

Your donations enable us to 
produce this newsletter, to meet 
with and facilitate educational 
forums for Catholic parents at 
LGBT-related gatherings, and to 
identify and produce resources for 
ministers, parents, and others. 

Contributions to the Len 
Szumiloski Memorial Fund enable 
us to send resources—including 
the book, Fortunate Families, and 
resource manuals, Seeds of Hope 
and More Seeds—to parents or 
pastoral ministers who may not be 
able to afford them. 

Your prayers and support 
strengthen our commitment to help 
families with LGBT members to 
know they are fortunate families. 

You can contribute online at 
www.fortunatefamilies.com/donate
.htm.  There, you can also print a 
form and send a check or charge. 

 
Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public 
charity organization. Contributions 
are fully tax-deductible. 
 



�8 

An Open Letter 
to The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

from Catholic Families and Friends Of Gays and Lesbians 
 

The U.S. bishops congratulated President-elect Barack Obama, 
the first African-American elected President of the United States saying: 

 
"Our country is confronting many uncertainties. 

We pray that you will use the powers of your office to meet them with a special concern 
to defend the most vulnerable among us and heal the divisions in our country and our world. 

We stand ready to work with you in defense and support of the life and dignity 
of every human person." 

 
The majority of Catholic laity throughout our Count ry certainly join you in support of the President-elect 
and your willingness to work with him “in defense and support of the life and dignity of every human person”. 
However, as the governing body of the Catholic Church in America, you now seem determined to deprive millions 
of our citizens of their civil rights. 

We are now aware that the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has given $200,000 in support of 
California ballot initiative, Proposition 8, to remove existing legal rights of gays and lesbians to marry by 
amending the state Constitution. The Knights of Columbus, a Catholic fraternal organization, was one of the 
largest institutional donors to the campaign to amend the Constitution having contributed $1.4 million. These 
donations have materially subsidized an effort to promote fear and distortion of the facts in an attack on “the life 
and dignity” of a marginalized minority. Your sponsorship action not only contradicts the spirit of your words to 
President-elect Obama but also ignores the spirit of the Church teaching regarding those with deep-seated 
homosexual tendencies who “ do not choose their homosexual condition; for most of them it is a trial. They must be 
accepted with respect, compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be 
avoided." (2358 Catechism of the Catholic Church) Clergy who are following their conscience and are brave enough 
to express their belief in the civil rights of homosexuals live under a constant cloud of retribution. 

Now is the time for you, our Church’s hierarchy in America, to recognize that your actions and the actions of other 
religious groups to deny the civil rights of a minority is the problem, not part of the solution. As men of faith, 
please listen to your conscience and reach out to support the life and dignity of every human person. 
 

EQUAL RIGHTS OF MINORITIES 
SHOULD NEVER BE VOTED AGAINST BY A MAJORITY! 

 
Blessed are they that suffer persecution for justice' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after justice: for they shall have their fill. 
 

Brenda and Jack Geishecker, Needham, MA 
Margaret Barney, Consiglia and Dominic Barrasso, Dorothy and Douglas Donahue, Janice B. and Richard G. Enos, Drew 
Geishecker, Kathryn Hannon, Martha E. Fay, M.P.H., Carol and Ginny Hamel, Rosemary Hobson, Noreen and David Kavanaugh, 
Penelope Kirk, Mary B. Lyman, John Marshall, Eleanor MacLellan, M. Patricia McNulty, Darryl and Georgette Murphy, Darryl and 
Jennifer Murphy, Keith and Elizabeth Murphy, Kathleen and Jorge Ordonez, D. Joy Porsley, Susan J Regan, Peggy Rose, Dr. Dorothy 
Scotten, Mary Jane Sullivan, Lee Williams, Kristin Yardley 
 

You can add your name to this letter by emailing Brenda Geishecker at 

krewgle@gmail.com or  

by calling 781-444-4884 
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