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·   Words to ponder 
·   Support grows for those who are gay and Catholic—Deb 

Price 
·  Notre Dame parishioner strives to “sow love”—Kathrynne 

Skonicki 
·  Gay? Who cares?—Gregory Rodriguez 
·  Becoming parents—Gregg Mazzetti 
·  Letter to editor—Fr. Jim Schexnayder 
·  New items /Calendar / Thanks! 
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“That the church actively seek to serve the pastoral needs of those 
persons with a homosexual orientation, to root out those structures 
and attitudes which discriminate against homosexuals as persons and 
to join the struggle by homosexual men and women for their basic 
constitutional rights to employment, housing and immigration.  That 
the church encourage and affirm the pastoral efforts of Dignity, the 
organization of gay and concerned Catholics, to reconcile the church 
with its homosexual brothers and sisters….  That the church provide 
pastoral care to all sexual minorities who are subjected to societal 
discrimination and alienation form the church.  Existing minorities of 
this type should receive recognition and support from church 
members and leadership.” 

-- Recommendation from 1976 Call To Action conference in 
Detroit, MI, a national consultation initiated by the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 

"I…fought too long and too hard to end discrimination based on race 
and color not to stand up against discrimination against our gay and 
lesbian brothers and sisters. ... The time is always right to do right."  

-- Black Rep. John Lewis, on his vote for the Employment Non 
Discrimination Act (ENDA). 
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By Deb Price 

Detroit News (www.detnews.com) 
Monday, Oct. 29, 2007. 
With permission. 

n Thanksgiving weekend of 1983, Casey Lopata 
and his wife, Mary Ellen, began a spiritual journey 

that ultimately strengthened their family and lifelong 
commitment to Catholicism. 

They discovered they had to navigate 
an emotional minefield: Their eldest 
son, Jim, a college sophomore home 
for the holiday, told Mary Ellen, 
"Mom, I'm lonely. I'm lonely for 
another man." 

The next 10 minutes were an 
agonizing blur of fear and grief for 

Mary Ellen, who cried as she told Jim she loved him and 
assured him being gay didn't change that. 

"Then why are you crying?" he asked. 

"I don't know," Mary Ellen confessed. 

The next morning, Jim told his father, a self-described 
"thinker" who uncharacteristically ran out of questions 
after "Are you sure?" and "Can you change?" 

"For me, as a thinker," Casey recalls, "the key question 
was, 'Can Jim be gay and be Catholic?'" 

It took the Rochester, N.Y., couple nine years to become 
comfortable being open about having a gay son. They 
never abandoned their son or their church. 

Eventually, Mary Ellen wrote a book, "Fortunate 
Families," to share the stories of Catholics coming to 
terms with their gay children. She and Casey founded a 
group, also named Fortunate Families, to help such 
parents feel less alone and to transform their church. 

"We believe we are the church. And if we didn't work to 
have our children recognized as whole and holy 
members of the church, then we are complicit with the 
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January 7th, Fortunate Families will introduce on its www.fortunatefamilies.com 
website the first segment of an informative 8-week series titled 

“Let’s Talk About Homosexuality” 
 

The series, originally created as an adult education program and carried for 14 
weeks on the website of a Midwest Catholic parish, is intended for anyone 
interested in learning more about homosexuality and the pastoral challenges it 
raises for Catholics. 
A new segment in the series will be posted on seven consecutive Mondays 
following the January 7th introduction.  As each new segment is presented, the 
previous week’s segment will be archived for easy recall at the reader’s 
convenience. 
The first two weeks in the series respond to common questions about 
homosexuality from scientific, social and family perspectives. 
Weeks Three and Four are titled “Putting a Human Face on Homosexuality” and 
feature the personal stories and struggles of gays, lesbians and their parents. 
Week Five presents the official teaching of the Church. 
Week Six introduces “other Catholic voices” addressing moral and pastoral 
considerations and includes a discussion on the subject of individual conscience. 
Week Seven features discussion by prominent Catholic individuals on the most 
significant documents issued by the Vatican on the subject of homosexuality. 
The final week in the series continues the discussion of pastoral matters, 
touching on several key theological and biblical questions on Catholic minds 
today. 
The series attempts to raise awareness and promote understanding and 
discussion among Catholics and others concerned with the impact of 
homosexuality on family and faith life.  The copyrighted series may be 
downloaded and printed for personal reading or for use in discussion or support 
groups. 

For further information, contact info@fortunatefamilies.com. 
 

injustice," Mary Ellen says of the Catholic Church's 
official anti-gay position. "So if we stay, we must 
speak." 

A groundbreaking report by Fortunate Families, based 
on its survey of 229 Catholic parents with gay children, 

concludes: "Parents love their (lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender) 

children, and they love their 
church. But they do not see 

their love, or God's 
unconditional love, reflected 

in how the institutional 

church relates to their LGBT sons 
and daughters." (Go to: 
fortunatefamilies.com.) 

Catholic parents now learning their 
child is gay report higher initial 
levels of comfort than parents who 
learned five or more years ago. 
And Catholic parents who know 
another parent with a gay son or 
daughter are "significantly more 
comfortable" with their child's 
orientation than are isolated 
parents. 

he parents are far more likely 
to call gay-friendly P-FLAG, 

New Ways Ministry and Fortunate 
Families "very helpful" than to say 
that about their parishes. 

One mom with a gay son 
lamented, "I do not feel the 
Catholic Church offers any support 
with our children. I remain a 
Catholic only because of the Mass 
and the Eucharist." 

The survey found that "through 
their journeys to 
understanding, parents' 
initial fears and tears have 

been transformed into 
ire and fire." That 
change is reflected in 
one mother's vow that she and her 
husband "will spend our last breath 
carrying the message that God 
loves each of his precious 
children--and we do, too." 

Casey Lopata encourages Catholic parents of gay 
children to "never to stop telling your story. That is the 
greatest witness you can make." 

Having a gay son is a gift, he believes, one that made 
him a more loving dad and vibrant Catholic. 

As countless Catholic parents embrace their children's 
homosexuality, they are learning to see their families as 
fortunate indeed. 

Reach Deb Price at dprice@detnews.com or (202) 662-
8736. 

T 



�3 

 

&��
	�'� 	���
������	
�
��
�"	�����(������"	��
By Kathrynne Skonicki  

Oct. 31, 2007 

Article courtesy of Catholic Explorer 
newspaper of the Diocese of Joliet (IL) 

www.catholicexplorer .com 

ackie Frett of Notre Dame 
Parish has taken a shocking 

moment in her motherhood and 
now she is using it to reach out to 
others in similar situations by 
starting a gay and lesbian ministry 
at her parish in Clarendon Hills. 

During a recent telephone 
conversation with the Catholic 
Explorer, she listed her 
qualifications for the ministry. 
Frett said, “I’m just a mom.” The 
mother of two adult children and 
grandmother of two children 
added, “I’m trying to prevent 
young people from suicide, self-
loathing and abandonment.” The 
research chemist claimed that 40 
percent of young people that share 
their homosexuality with their 
parents are abandoned. She added, 
“One-third of suicides are because 
of this.” 

While her ministry typically 
applies to adults and families, Frett 
said she is eventually trying to 
create a better environment for the 
teenagers who are dealing with this 
dilemma. She asked, “If adults are 
struggling with this, can you 
imagine what a 16 year old has to 
go through?” 

Frett is one of the coordinators of a 
Dec. 1 conference called, “Let Me 
Sow Love.” The event at Notre 
Dame Parish is expected to include 

a panel discussion with members 
of Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays as well as a 
discussion with gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender young 
adults. She stated, “The purpose of 
the conference is to enhance the 
awareness of the social and 
emotional issues faced by gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
persons and their families with the 
knowledge that acceptance is built 
on understanding.” 

Frett recalled the instance in 2004 
when her 22-year-old son, Sean, 
shared with her that he is gay. She 
said she wasn’t upset because of 
his sexual orientation, but rather 
because he had endured an internal 
struggle and he was afraid to share 
it with her. 

Frett was also concerned about the 
potential conflict between her 
Catholic faith and loving her son, a 
homosexual. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church defines 

homosexuality and 
states, “Basing 
itself on Sacred 
Scripture, which 
presents 
homosexual acts as 

acts of grave depravity, tradition 
has always declared that 
‘homosexual acts are intrinsically 
disordered.’ ” It also clearly points 
out, “Under no circumstances can 
they be approved.” 

fter further investigation, she 
realized there wasn’t a 

conflict of interest and she is now 
working toward clearing up 
misperceptions. The catechism is 
just as strong in stating, “They 
must be accepted with respect, 
compassion and sensitivity. Every 
sign of unjust discrimination in 
their regard should be avoided. 
These persons are called to fulfill 
God’s will in their lives and, if 
they are Christians, to unite to the 

sacrifice of the Lord’s Cross the 
difficulties they may encounter 
from their condition.” 

About a year ago, she started the 
gay and lesbian ministry with a 
committee of parents and 
clergymen at Notre Dame Parish. 
It is designed to assist families in 
similar situations and spread 
awareness within the community. 
She said, “As Christians, this is our 
responsibility. Christ told us to 
love one another; he didn’t say it 
was going to be easy.” 

The ministry submits monthly 
messages for the parish bulletins. 
Mostly, they consist of excerpts 
from the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter 
entitled, “Always Our Children: A 
Pastoral Message to Parents of 
Homosexual Children and 
Suggestions for Pastoral 
Ministers.” By enlightening the 
greater community on the struggles 
of homosexuals and their families, 
Frett envisions the parish as a 
refuge and a resource of support to 
those in this particular need. 

However, she has 
found that the 
ministry extends 
much further than the 
printed word through 
the phone calls she 

receives from concerned parents 
seeking resources and fellow 
parishioners thankful that she is 
spreading awareness and 
decreasing fear among fellow 
community members. She said she 
reminds parents: “You just have to 
remember this adult child is the 
same child he was before he told 
you he was gay.” 

Discussing the ministry, Father 
Robert Schuler, pastor, told the 
Explorer, “The teachings (of the 
Catholic Church) are pretty clear.” 
Scripture calls Christians to love 

J 

A 



�4 

one another, even outcasts, added 
Father Schuler. He noted, “Sadly, 
we are losing a lot of people 
because they don’t feel that love.” 

He acknowledged, “It’s probably 
something we don’t recognize as a 
big problem.” Father Schuler 
clarified that the ministry “is not 
an endorsement,” yet an extension 
of love to those who are 
suffering. He said, 
“Everybody is a creation 
of God” and should be 
respected as such. 

There are at least 38 places in the 
country that offer ministry to 
Catholic parents of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender adult 
children, according to Mary Ellen 
Lopata, co-founder of Fortunate 
Families, a resource and 
networking organization for 
Catholic parents of gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender children. 

opata and her husband, Casey, 
who reside in the Diocese of 

Rochester, N.Y., have been active 
in gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender ministry since 1992 
and started Fortunate Families in 
2004. Their son shared his gay 
sexuality with the grandparents of 
11 children in 1983. Since then, 
Casey has gone on to earn a 
master’s degree in divinity at St. 
Bernard’s Institute in Rochester 
and Mary Ellen earned a master’s 
degree in liberal studies with a 
concentration in homosexuality 
and families at Empire State 
College in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 

“It was just our very deep 
connection with the church, our 
faith, and the love of our son that 
we needed to make the church a 
more welcoming place,” said Mary 
Ellen during a telephone 
conversation with the Explorer. 
She said, “Parents are told children 
are a gift from God. … And the 

words the church 
uses (about 
homosexuality) 
tarnish that 
image.” 

The dilemma many families face 
when trying to reconcile their faith 
with the homosexuality of a loved 
one is rather common, noted 
Casey. He said many parents 
initially feel they must choose 
between their faith and their child 
when, in reality, they can coexist. 

Offering advice on how to live as a 
homosexual, the catechism states, 
“Homosexual persons are called to 
chastity. By the virtues of self-
mastery that teach them inner 
freedom, at times by the support of 
disinterested friendship, by prayer 
and sacramental grace, they can 
and should gradually and 
resolutely approach Christian 
perfection.” 
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As more homosexuals come out 
and join the mainstream, the gay 
identity becomes less distinctive. 

By Gregory Rodriguez 

Los Angeles Times, November 5, 2007 
Reprinted with permission of the author 
 

ast Tuesday, the New York 
Times ran a front-page story 

on the diminishing allure of gay 
enclaves in the United States. The 
next day, the San Francisco 
Chronicle published a Page 1 story 
explaining how same-sex couples 
in California are a lot more 
socioeconomically and ethnically 
diverse -- read: less white and less 
wealthy -- than you might believe. 
The Williams Institute at UCLA 

Law School will release a report 
today by demographer Gary Gates 
that all but poses the question: Is 
gay the new straight? 
 
Gates' research on U.S. Census 
data drives home a point that the 
gay vanguard has been wrestling 

with for a while: The 
hedonistic, 
transgressive, radical 
ethos (and stereotype) 
that once characterized 

gay culture doesn't represent 
reality anymore. The decline of 
urban coastal gay communities, the 
increase in the gay population in 
the interior U.S. and the overall 
diversification of the gay 
population are facts. What's more, 
Gates argues, these trends are a 
function of the growing acceptance 
of homosexuality among the 
American public.  
 
Acceptance? Really? Has Gates 
forgotten about the 45 states that 
have laws or constitutional 
amendments barring same-sex 
marriage, or the anti-gay 
discrimination bill that is stalled in 
Congress and faces opposition 
from the White House? 
 
Not at all. There is, he says, a 
vocal, virulent -- and sometimes 
violent -- anti-gay movement, but 
it doesn't negate decades of 
opinion surveys that show a 
marked increase in tolerance in 
most Americans' attitudes toward 
gays and lesbians. In 
1998, for example, a 
Gallup poll found that 
only 33% of 
Americans thought that 
homosexual relations between 
consenting adults should be legal. 
By 2007, that figure had risen to 
59%.  
 
Growing acceptance of 
homosexuality means a decline in 
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social stigma associated with 
same-sex relationships, and a 
consequent shift in the politics of 
coming out. The more people 
come out, the more accepting 
people are around them, and the 
more accepting the public 
becomes, the more people come 
out. 
 
Gates' study shows that the number 
of openly gay couples in the U.S. 
has quadrupled since 1990, and the 
biggest increases are in the 
country's more socially 
conservative areas.  
 
Utah is the poster state. Between 
1990 and 2006, for example, it 
went from having the 38th-highest 
concentration of same-sex couples 
in the country to 14th highest. In 
that same time period, the 
percentage of gay couples who 
lived in large cities declined from 
45% to 23%. Even more 
counterintuitive, from 2000 to 
2006, states that banned same-sex 
marriage had above-average 
increases in the number of gay 
couples. And places where voter 
referendums went against same-
sex marriages saw even larger 
increases.  
 

ome of the growth in the 
number of openly gay couples 

in conservative areas could be 
because of migration. And yes, 
some on-the-barricades members 
of the gay rights movement have 
gotten older and mellower and 
moved out to the heartland. But the 
larger trend is simply that as more 
gays come out, they don't need to 
change or assimilate to fit into the 
mainstream because they are 
already very much a part of it.  
 
"The demographic characteristics 
of the gay population are 
converging with those of the 
mainstream," Gates says. If you're 

from a state like Utah or Nebraska, 
chances are you're going to share a 
lot with your neighbors whether 
you're straight or gay: "They're 
rural," Gates says, "they're 
religious, and they're Republican."  
 
So what does this all mean for 
American culture at large? 
 
"Society is beginning to say that 
being gay is not such a big deal," 
Gates says. "What that means for 
gays is that homosexuality won't 
have the centrality to their identity 
it once did. Being gay then 
becomes one of a variety of an 
individual's competing identities." 
 
In other words, as the challenges 
associated with coming out 
diminish, so does the primacy of 
the identity that that act of self-
discovery and self-assertion once 
forged. It means that the culture 
once associated with gay identity 
becomes less distinctive from the 
mainstream.  
 
Gates doesn't believe that these 
trends spell an end of gay 
"associational" life. The process 
he's describing is not unlike the 
one experienced by so many 
immigrant or minority groups in 
America that fought against 
discrimination, moved beyond 
their enclaves and then felt a little 
sad that they lost the embracing 
sense of uniqueness and 
community that they once enjoyed.  
 
As gays meld into the broader 
population, places like West 

Hollywood and the 
Castro district in San 

Francisco will 
inevitably lose 

some of their appeal. As more gays 
come out in more places, the 
diversity of homosexual politics 
and lifestyles will come out with 
them, and the tolerant will 

multiply.  
 
For some of the pioneers from the 
edgy, embattled, ecstatic "good old 
days," this may be bittersweet. 
"But isn't that what everyone 
wanted 20 years ago?" Gates asks. 
"Just to be treated like everyone 
else?" 
grodriguez@latimescolumnists.com 

 

 
Amelia Rose, Bernadette, Julian Francis 
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By Gregg Mazzetti 
 
The 2000 U.S. Census reported 
there are over 150,000 same-sex 
households with children.  Here’s 
the story of one such family. 
 

s we sat side by side in the 
well-baby nursery at Legacy 

Emanuel Hospital in Portland, 
Oregon on that frigid December 
afternoon in 2005, our bodies 
quivering with excitement and 
fatigue, we each cradled a miracle 
baby.  An hour earlier we had 
become parents of healthy, full-
term twins – a boy and a girl.  
Julian Francis was long and skinny 
with an olive complexion and 
bright red lips.  Amelia Rose was 
pinker, rounder and more vocal 
from the start.  Both babies 
strongly resembled my side of the 
family.  We fed them 
their first 2 oz bottles 
of formula before 
they fell asleep. We 
watched and waited and wondered 
what to do next.  Two attending 
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nurses gently coached us through 
the twins’ first bath, 
not a hint of 
judgment or 
discomfort in 
their demeanors.  
They treated us 
like any other couple, but we were 
not the typical couple seen 
everyday in maternity wards.  We 
were two gay men, two proud 
dads, about to embark on a unique 
and challenging dream come true. 
 
My partner, Chris Nevan, and I 
met nearly seven years ago, days 
after Seattle was struck by the 
Nisqually earthquake.  It was an 
exciting week.  While at a 
restaurant the night before I met 
Chris, I was riveted by the 
animated energy of an infant girl 
seated with her parents at a nearby 
table.  I approached the couple and 
cooed over the baby.  Upon 
hearing the baby’s name – Amelia 
Rose - a dormant dream suddenly 
resurfaced in my mind: I had 
always wanted to be a daddy and 
had even decided by age 11 that 
my first-born daughter would be 
named after my grandmothers, 
Amelia and Rose.  When I left the 
restaurant I immediately contacted 
my best friend and recounted what 
had just happened, certain that my 
encounter was a sign of some kind.  
The next day I met Chris and 
learned that he was the proud 
father of an eleven-month-old girl 
named Bernadette.  Now I was 
certain the universe was telling me 
to wake up to my wishes and 
desires.  Here was a successful, 
creative, healthy gay man who had 
become a daddy simply because it 
was important to him and despite 
the potential opposition from loved 
ones and the larger community.  I 
was emboldened by his courage 
and inspired to share my own 
parental desires with him.  He 
encouraged me to dream and 

invited me to share in his daddy 
time with Bernadette.  Needless to 
say, not long after our first 
meeting, we fell in love, declared 
our intention to be life partners and 
bought a house together.    
 

he story of Bernadette’s 
conception and birth was full 

of joy and magic.  Chris had met 
Bernadette’s birth mother, Marie, 
in junior high and they had 
remained friends for many years.  
When Marie and her partner, 
Nancy, decided to have a baby, 
they contacted Chris, who had 
been living abroad for six years, 
and asked him if he wanted to be a 
daddy.  Chris accepted the 
invitation without hesitation and 
the three of them embarked on a 
series of meetings to work out the 
details.  Because Chris was based 
in Sydney he anticipated making 
several trips to Seattle to 
participate in the conception of the 
baby; but much to everyone’s 
surprise, Marie conceived during 

her first artificial 
insemination cycle 
on a Sunday in June 
1999, which also 
happened to be 

Seattle Gay Pride Day.  Six 
months later Chris relocated to 
Seattle to co-parent Bernadette.  
He was overjoyed and 
overwhelmed and grateful for the 
miracle of his daughter’s healthy 
birth, but he wanted more: a life 
partner.   When we met on that late 
winter day in 2001 we knew our 
lives would be changed forever 
and for the better. 
 
Chris and I were both born in 1962 
and raised in Catholic families.  
Whereas I came out to myself at 
the age of fifteen, Chris came to 
terms with his sexual orientation at 
the age of twenty-eight.  I moved 
away from the Catholic faith soon 
after entering college, unable to 

reconcile my belief that the official 
position by the Church on 
homosexuality was wrong and 
hurtful.  But Chris remained 
steadfast in his religious beliefs 
and even found unwavering 
support during the 
coming out process 
from his parish 
priest.  Over the 
years we each 
encountered a 
variety of reactions 
and responses when 
people learned we were gay, but 
we never lost the support of our 
family and friends. Their love was 
unconditional and non-negotiable.   
 
Within months of meeting Chris 
and Bernadette, I lost my job 
during the dot.com bust and 
developed sciatica after a few 
downhill ski tumbles on Whistler 
Mountain.  I was discouraged and 
depressed; the chronic pain wore 
me down.  For a time, I couldn’t 
imagine taking on more 
responsibility and we dropped the 
idea of having more children.  
Eventually I healed and found 
work in my chosen field.  As I 
settled back into the workforce I 
felt dissatisfied and shortchanged; 
I wanted to be more than a wage 
earner.  When Chris and I spoke 
about having another child, he 
admitted that he felt content with 
the family we had.  I understood 
his position but couldn’t accept it.  
I just couldn’t disavow wanting to 
raise my own offspring; it was an 
age-old, innate desire, an urge that 
transcended all other interests. It 
had always been there, a desire to 
be a nurturer, a mother.  Chris was 
moved by the strength of my 
feelings and agreed to pursue 
parenting alternatives.  We visited 
a Seattle attorney who provided us 
with the pros and cons of adoption 
and surrogacy.  We chose 
surrogacy. 
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Almost immediately, our plans 
were nearly derailed when I 
received some dire (but inaccurate) 
medical news about my health that 
would have prevented me from 
producing children.   For a brief 
time I was seized by pessimism 
and fear.  Then, out of nowhere, I 

bumped into a 
physician friend 
whom I hadn’t seen 
in ten years and with 

her help we discovered 
that I had been misdiagnosed.  It 
was after that episode that I 
realized that there is something 
larger than me in the universe and 
that sometimes blind faith is all we 
have to get us through the dark 
moments.     
 

ur surrogacy process led us to 
a gay fertility doctor who had 

opened a highly regarded fertility 
clinic in Portland, Oregon.  After 
completing the fertility clinic’s 
mandated medical and 
psychological screening we set 
about to find two women to help 
us create a life:  the “gestational 
surrogate” would carry the baby, 
the other would be the egg donor.  
It seemed like a daunting task, but 
in a twist of fate, we stumbled 
upon our future surrogate, Renee, a 
Portland-based teacher and mother 
of two who also happened to be 
close friends with the founder of 
Bernadette’s pre-school.  The day 
we met Renee, the city of Portland 
was nearly paralyzed by a 
dangerous 
ice storm.  
We 
considered 
canceling 
our trip but 
persevered and slid all the way to 
her house.  The connection among 
the three of us was instantaneous 
and in a matter of weeks we had 
executed the necessary paperwork 

and Renee embarked on the 
complex medical process at the 
fertility clinic.   
 
Our egg donor search was fraught 
with more concerns. We wanted 
someone who wanted to know us 
and know the child.  We felt 
strongly that anonymous donation 
would add too many emotional 
complications to the life of our 
unborn child.  One agency in 
Oregon provides donors who are 
amenable to these so-called “open” 
donations.  We also assumed it 
would be challenging to find 
someone who was comfortable 
donating to two men, but we 
learned differently.  Many of the 
donor candidates were strong 
supporters of same gender couples.  
We reviewed many profiles and 
photos over the course of a few 
months but one woman, Adrienne, 
stood out among the group for 
reasons hard to explain.   Once 
Adrienne agreed to be our donor, 
the legal process was quick and 
unfettered, allowing Adrienne to 
begin her treatment at the clinic 
shortly after Renee began hers.  
Once the process was firmly under 
way, we began to digest the 
likelihood that more than one baby 
might result from the fertility 
treatments. 
 
On April 20, 2005 Adrienne 
underwent the donation procedure 
and five days later Renee was 
impregnated with two healthy 
embryos.  In another two weeks 
we received a positive pregnancy 
test and a prediction based on 
hormone levels that both embryos 
had successfully implanted.  Nine 
weeks later the ultrasound 
confirmed a twin pregnancy.   
 
Renee’s pregnancy was considered 
high risk but there were few 
complications until the 34th week 
of gestation when the doctors 

discovered that Baby B’s placenta 
was not fully functioning.  Renee 
was confined to bed rest and at 
week 36, at 3pm on a Wednesday, 
two healthy babies were delivered 

to us by 
caesarean 
section.  We 
remained at the 

hospital for five days until the 
babies’ weight stabilized, then we 
made our way back to Seattle and 
reunited with Bernadette to 
celebrate Christmas and the 
miracle births of our children. 
 

���
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Did something you or someone 
you know do or say make (or 
might make) a positive difference?  
Make someone more empathetic?  
Perhaps a family member or priest 
or bishop or legislator or a LGBT 
person?   Please tell us about it, 
especially if your story might 
encourage others whose stories 
might be exactly what someone 
else needs to hear! 
 

 

�	��	
����,����
�
Oct. 29, 2007 America magazine  

 am grateful to America for 
publishing the very illuminating 

article by Msgr. John Strynkowski, 
“Mutually Enriching: The work of 
bishops and theologians” (9/17). 

Increasingly each time a 
theologian from a unique cultural 
experience such as Asia and Latin 
America articulate the applications 
of Catholic Christian teachings on 
Christ, salvation, and Church, 
there is that “noisy process” that 
Cardinal Newman referred to.  
Unlike theologians who, as Msgr. 

O 

I 
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Strynkowski noted, are “involved 
in the work of the magisterium at 
every level of preparation and 
authority,” pastoral leaders have 
yet to find their voices included in 
any consistent and structured 
manner.  I do not want to presume 
that theologians do not consult and 
reflect pastoral reality, but there 
are too few opportunities at this 
time for consultation on the 
experience of ministry, particularly 
regarding gay and lesbian 
Catholics and their parents.  
Because of this Church documents 
at times do not reflect real lives, 
values, and challenges.   

An example of this in the USCCB 
is the contrast between the 1997 
pastoral letter “Always Our 
Children” addressed to parents of 
homosexual children, a document 
where there was consultation with 
pastoral leaders and families and, 
on the other hand, the 2006 
document “Ministry to Persons 
With A Homosexual Inclination: 
Guidelines For Pastoral Care” 
which did not 
consult those with 
long history in this 
ministry or those 
they served and 
caused great distress and loss of 
credibility not only for gay and 
lesbian Catholics and their parents, 
but also many priests and lay 
ministers around the country.  The 

next step for that 
mutually enriching 
process needs to 
include a variety of 

pastoral leaders and those they 
serve.  Wouldn’t that be an 
exciting Church! 

Fr. Jim Schexnayder                                                                                              
Resource Director                                                                                            
National Association of Catholic 
Diocesan Lesbian and Gay 
Ministries 
With permission of author. 
 

 
 

 

·  Per a June 2007 New York 
Times/CBS/MTV poll, 44 % of 17 
to 29 year-old Americans support 
civil same-sex marriage. 

·  J.K. Rowling outs Dumbledore. 
Emma Watson: “This is the 21st 
century! I just could not believe 
the amount of fuss…being made 
over Dumbledore being gay." 

 

���	���
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Jan. 26 (Sat), 2008  

Day of Reflection for Catholic 
Parents of Gay Sons & Lesbian 
Daughters.  Full day, at St. Patrick 
Church, Victor NY (near 
Rochester, NY).  Sponsored by 
Catholic Gay & Lesbian Family 
Ministry.  Info: cglfm@aol.com. 

Feb. 6-10, 2008 

Creating Change Conference 
sponsored by National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force.  Detroit, MI.   
NAACP Chair, Julian Bond, and 
Episcopal Bishop Eugene 
Robinson are keynote speakers. 
Info: www.thetaskforce.org. 

Feb. 16 (Sat) 

Fortunate Families sponsored Day 
of Reflection for Catholic 
Parents of GLBT Children. St 
Simon and Jude Church, 
Westland, MI, 9AM to 5PM.  
Contact: lindakarle@earthlink.net 

Mar. 4-14, 2008 

Sister Jeannine Gramick will 
lead a GLBT friendly pilgrimage 
to Sicily, Naples, and Rome, 
March 4-14, 2008.  Further info:  
www.newwaysministry.org/2007Pi
lgrimageBrochure.pdf, or 301-864-
3604, or gramick@juno.com. 

May 23-25, 2008 

New Ways Ministry Retreat for 
lesbian/gay Catholics, parents, 
pastoral ministers, and interested 
individuals.  Racine, WI.  
Presenter: Anthony Gittins, CSSp.  
Info: NewWaysM@verizon.net or 
301-277-5674. 

June 21 (Sat), 2008 

Day of Reflection for Catholic 
Parents of Lesbian Daughters 
and Gay Sons, Toronto, Ontario.  
Fr. Foliot S.J. Facilitator. Contact: 
John Montague 416-523-6449 

Sep. 18-21, 2008 

NACDLGM Conference: Long 
Beach, CA.  Info: 
www.nacdlgm.org. 

 
 

Since our October newsletter, 24 
people and/or groups contributed to 
Fortunate Families.  Thanks!!! 

Your donations help with this 
newsletter, the Parents Voice Project 
survey of Catholic parents of LGBT 
children, and with resources for 
ministers, parents, and others. 

Contributions to the Len 
Szumiloski Memorial Fund enable us 
to send resources-- including our 
book, Fortunate Families, and our 
resource manuals, Seeds of Hope and 
More Seed-- to parents or pastoral 
ministers who may not be able to 
afford them. 

Your prayers and support 
strengthen our commitment to help 
families with LGBT members to know 
they are fortunate families. 

You can contribute by check or 
charge, or by going to this link: 
http://www.fortunatefamilies.com/mak
e_a_contribution.htm. 

Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public 
charity organization. Contributions 
are fully tax-deductible.
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