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 NOTE: If you would rather not receive this newsletter, just let us know and we will remove you from the distribution list. 
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·   Joining Hands-Reaching Out gathering of parents 
·  Parents live rule:  God doesn’t make mistakes – re Balogs 
·  Is homosexuality connected to pedophilia -- Corvino 
·  From silence to advocacy – one family’s story -- Buccini  
·  Catholic policy toward gays misguided – Susie/Randy Roth 
·  Did you know…??? 
·  Calendar 
·  Thanks! 
·  Joining Hands-Reaching Out registration info & form 
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“There is a very good quote in a Catholic News Service bulletin this 
morning…. "At Vatican, frustration and some optimism over abuse 
scandal". The article talks about Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone … saying 
that "many psychologists believe there is a connection between 
homosexuality and pedophilia"….  The article … says that "The 
Vatican spokesman, Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, came back 
with a statement that tried to reframe Cardinal Bertone's remarks 
with an unusual disclaimer: "Church authorities do not believe they 
are competent to make general affirmations about specifically 
psychological or medical issues."  As far as I know, this is the first 
time I have seen the Vatican admit they have no special competence 
to talk about the nature and causes of sexual orientation.” 

-- Steve Balog, Listening Parent in a 4-17-10 email 

"Research has found no inherent association between any of these 
sexual orientations and psychopathology.  Both heterosexual 
behavior and homosexual behavior are normal aspects of human 
sexuality." 

-- American Psychological Association (2008), Answers to 
Your Question: For a better understanding of sexual orientation & 
homosexuality. Washington DC (apa.org/topics/sorientation.pdf). 
Copyright © 2008 American Psychological Association. 

���������	��
����
�	����	
�����	��	��������
�		
����������	
����
��������	��
����	������������
����������������� ��������
� �!����"�����!�#��
�	$���$����������
% �&��'����(���$����)�
#�$�	�%������
���$ &���*���+$��������& ������,�
���	�������%������
-���$�����.�/00 �������������,�
-!���$����$����)�
�	����/!��������
1 ��(���$ &����.������ ���#���& �� �����
��2�3��&�-��
% $��� ���������$����+��
�#���& ������ ��
	
���������	��
����
	
�4/4�5�6�7898:*����!�$���*��,�7;<78(998:�
�!���=�>8>(<?8(<799�
��� �=� �0�@0��������0�� � �$4����
+++40��������0�� � �$4����
5 ���� �
���*�+�2��$���� �
 

�
���������������	���������������
�����	�
������	������	
���������
	��������������� �

ortunate Families is hosting Joining Hands-
Reaching Out, a gathering of Catholic parents who 

have LGBT daughters or sons, the weekend of Oct. 22-
24, at Techny Towers Conference & Retreat Center (a 
1/2 hour cab ride from Chicago’s O’Hare Airport).  

Meet other Catholic parents from around the country. 

Listen to leaders of Catholic LGBT organizations:  

�  Catholic Association for Lesbian and Gay Ministry 
president, Sheila Nelson 
�  DignityUSA executive director, Marianne Duddy-
Burke 
�  New Ways Ministry executive director, Frank 
DeBernardo  
�  Fortunate Families co-founder, Mary Ellen Lopata. 

Learn what their organizations do and what they offer 
parents in support of their ministerial efforts. 

Discuss, discover, and discern ways we can work 
together to make our church and society more caring and 
more just for our LGBT loved ones. 

Hear how storytelling has made positive contributions in 
other Christian faith communities.  Discuss how these 
examples can make our storytelling more strategic, more 
energizing, and more effective.   

Share your questions and ideas about the BIG issues 
with other parents and Catholic LGBT leaders.   

The brochure and registration form are in this newsletter.  

Register early!  Space is limited! 

Join us for this historic 1st national gathering of 
Catholic parents!
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Florence & Steve Balog 
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by Ed Langlois 

First appeared April 8, 2010, in The 
Catholic Sentinel (Archdiocese of 
Portland OR) (sentinel.org) 

Reprinted with permission 

hat’s a Catholic parent to 
do when a child comes 

out of the closet as a 
homosexual? 
Steve and Florence Balog of 
Mount Angel have been through 
the experience and relay this 
message — God doesn’t make 
mistakes.  

Using their own story and the 
U.S. Catholic bishops’ 1997 
pastoral letter to parents of 
homosexual children, the 
Balogs have been holding 

workshops for more 
than a decade. They 
offer a day of 
reflection for anyone 

interested in the issue 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. Saturday, April 24 at 
Shalom Prayer Center in Mount 
Angel.  

In the 1970s, the Balogs 
adopted twin daughters. The 
girls had been in a series of 
foster homes. In 1990, when 
one of the daughters was 
enrolled at Gonzaga University 

and the other was in the Army, 
both hesitantly told their 
adoptive parents that they were 
lesbians.  

It was not the path Steve and 
Florence had expected for their 
children, but the couple was 
prepared to offer acceptance. 

Once the girls saw they would 
not be rejected, there was great 
relief.  

“It was like a weight was taken 
off,” Steve says.  

But there was anxiety. Would 
the girls be accepted in society? 
Would they have a hard life? A 
measure to curtail civil rights 
extensions to 
homosexuals was 
being debated in 
Oregon.  

“We had not heard much about 
homosexuality aside from 
jokes,” says Florence, a 72-
year-old retired special 
education teacher. “We felt 
isolated for four or five years. 
What bothered me was that I 
couldn’t affirm these wonderful 
kids — and they were 
wonderful kids.”  

“We went into the closet,” adds 
Steve, a 78-year-old retired 
adult foster care manager. “We 
did not know how to talk about 
the girls.”  

The Balogs were then members 
of St. Andrew Parish in 
Portland. Keeping part of their 
family life secret grew more 
painful, so they slowly 
explained their situation to other 
parishioners.  

They learned the actual Catholic 
teaching: Though homosexual 
intercourse is immoral because 
it does not take place within the 
context of marriage and is not 
open to the possibility of 
procreation, having a 
homosexual orientation is not a 
sin.  

Steve got angry that this idea 
was not spoken about in 
churches, and that the idea of 
homosexual identity as evil was 
allowed to linger.  

So he and Florence approached 
their friends at St. Andrew, a 
nun on staff and the pastor. The 
result was a group called the 
“Welcoming the Whole Family 
Committee.” The members 
communicated church teaching 
and extended a welcome to 
homosexual Catholics. The 
Balogs were the driving force 
behind the committee for a 
decade.  

Many times over, they inform 
parents that their children did 
not choose to become 
homosexual.  

The daughters are now almost 
40.  

The Balogs retired to Mount 
Angel and thought their 
education work was mostly 
done. But then the board of the 
Benedictine Sisters’ 
Shalom Prayer Center 
voiced its plan to hold 
a workshop for parents 
of homosexuals and anyone else 
interested in the topic. The 
Balogs, who serve on the 
center’s board, were the 
naturals to lead the day.  
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They realize their message may 
not be accepted so easily in the 
Mount Angel area as it was in 
Portland. But the notions of 
hurting parents and families 
pushed apart by silence drives 
them on.  

The workshop will be in a 
confidential environment. … 

Here are excerpts 
from Always Our 
Children: A 
Pastoral  Message to 

Parents of Homosexual 
Children and Suggestions for 
Pastoral Ministers, a 1997 
pastoral letter from the U.S. 
Catholic bishops: 

• “Acknowledge the possibility 
that your child has told you this 
not to hurt you or create 
distance, but out of love and 
trust and with a desire for 
honesty, intimacy, and closer 
communication.” 

• “A sense of failure can lead 
you into a valley of shame 
which, in turn, can isolate you 
from your children, your family, 
and other communities of 
support.” 

• “First, don’t break off contact; 
don’t reject your child. A 
shocking number of 
homosexual youth end up on 
the streets because of rejection 
by their families.” 

Stories make a difference! 
Did something you, or someone you 
know, do or say make a positive 
difference? … make someone—a 
family member, priest, bishop, 
legislator—more  empathetic?   Tell 
us about it. Your story could make the 
difference in someone’s life.  Your 
story might be exactly what someone 
else needs to hear! 
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by John Corvino, columnist, 
365gay.com  04.16.2010 
http://www.365gay.com/opinion/corvi
no-is-homosexuality-connected-to-
pedophilia/ 

Reprinted with permission 

omments earlier this week 
by Vatican Secretary of 

State Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone 
linking homosexuality 

to pedophilia have 
drawn almost 
universal 

condemnation from medical 
experts, gay-rights 
organizations, and government 
officials. 
Speaking at a news conference 
in Chile, the cardinal stated,  

“Many psychologists, many 
psychiatrists have demonstrated 
that there is no relationship 
between celibacy and 
pedophilia but many others 
have demonstrated, I was told 
recently, that there is a 
relationship between 
homosexuality and pedophilia. 
That is true. I have the 
documents of the psychologists. 
That is the problem.” 

He’s nearly half-right. 

But first, let’s underscore where 
he’s wrong. He’s wrong to 
connect homosexuality with 
pedophilia, and especially 
wrong in citing psychologists’ 

support for this link. (It is 
telling, but not at all surprising, 
that Cardinal Bertone has yet to 
release these alleged documents 
he cites.) Every mainstream 
health and welfare organization 
that has commented on the issue 
has stated the opposite. 

Even Church leaders have 
distanced themselves from 
Bertone, one of Roman 
Catholicism’s highest-ranking 
prelates. Rev. Marcus Stock, 
General Secretary of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of England and Wales, stated in 
the wake of the cardinal’s 
comments, 

“To the best of my knowledge, 
there is no empirical data which 
concludes that sexual 
orientation is connected to child 
sexual abuse….In the sexual 
abuse of children, the issue is 
the sexual fixation of the 
abusers and not their sexual 
orientation.” 

But Bertone’s statement is not 
just factually wrong, it’s 
morally irresponsible. It 
slanders gay people—including 
many decent gay priests—and 
directs our attention away from 
the real threats to children. 

Which brings us to where he’s 
nearly half-right. He’s right to 
claim that the problem is not 
celibacy. 

It’s tempting to point out that 
people who have sex with 
children are not celibate—
they’re people who have sex 
with children. But that response 
misses the point of the 
objection, which is that 
enforced celibacy, even when 
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undertaken voluntarily, is 
unhealthy. Doesn’t the strict 
avoidance of sex make it more 
likely that people will act out 
sexually in unfortunate, and 
occasionally tragic, ways? 
Doesn’t the exclusion of 

married men (and 
women) from the 
Roman Catholic 
priesthood make it a 

less healthy institution overall 
than it might otherwise be? 

These are reasonable questions, 
but they’re not ones that we can 
answer from our armchairs. 
They involve, among other 
things, empirical claims about 
the incidence of sexual abuse 
among those living under a rule 
of celibacy—and such claims 
are notoriously difficult to 
verify given the Church’s 
culture of secrecy. 

That culture of secrecy is where 
the real problem lies. 

The trouble with Bertone’s 
statement is not merely that it’s 
scientifically unfounded and 
false—although it is surely both 
of those things. 

It’s that, by focusing on the 
causes of pedophilia, Bertone 
distracts us from the other great 
crime in the story: the Church’s 
ongoing cover-up. 

Church officials, up to and 
including the current pope, have 
repeatedly ignored, 
downplayed, and concealed the 
rape of children. Worse yet, 
they enabled its ongoing 
occurrence by reassigning 
priests guilty of abuse to posts 
where they could continue 
youth ministry. 

This is not a homosexual 
problem. This is not a celibacy 
problem. It is a 
complicity problem. 

Bertone—like Catholic 
League president Bill Donahue 
and other recent defenders of 
the hierarchy—have done their 
best to distract us from this 
complicity problem. In doing 
so, they perpetuate a grave evil. 
Shame on them. 

John Corvino, Ph.D. is an author, 
speaker, and philosophy professor at 
Wayne State University in Detroit. His 
column “The Gay Moralist” appears 
Fridays on 365gay.com. 
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by Marianne M. Buccini, Brecksville 
OH 
  

im came out to his Dad and 
me April, 2000. It was his 

junior year in high school and 
this was the evening of the 
annual honors banquet.  Jim 
asked us to come to school early 
– he had to tell us something – 
and with his guidance counselor 
and youth minister – told us he 
is gay. The range of emotions 
we felt as parents was 
overwhelming. Love and 
acceptance were first as we 
hugged him and let him know 
he had our full support. Fear 
quickly followed – I thought of 
Matthew Shepard. I knew about 
hate crimes against gays and 
lesbians. Grief lasted a bit 
longer – willingness to accept a 
loved one’s sexual orientation 

doesn’t stop you from grieving 
for the life you had dreamed for 
them. Heterosexuality is the 
perceived norm.  We feared life 
would be difficult for him. 
What we came to realize is that 
a closeted life would be so 
much more difficult. 

So that evening in April of 
2000, we began a journey. 
Some parents in PFLAG - 
Parents, Friends and Families of 
Lesbians and Gays - say that 
when our children come out of 
the closet, the parents go in.  
My husband and I talked about 
Jimmy to each other, but we 
spoke about him to no one else 
– not even to Jimmy. Jimmy 
went to the Gay Straight 
Alliance in our community, 
enjoyed his senior year in high 
school, and planned to attend 
college in the fall of 2001.  
Over the next four years, Jimmy 
lived at home, attended school 
and worked part time. More 
importantly, he helped his 
family become more 
comfortable with his sexual 
orientation. Jimmy was 
instrumental in starting the gay 
straight alliance at his college. 
He went to the Center for 
Lesbian, Gay and 
Transgendered Youth.  He 
raised funds and walked the 
AIDS walk and I joined him. 
He dated and we welcomed the 
young man into our home. He 
brought us to a realization that 
sexuality is central to the human 
identity. He helped us to 
acknowledge that a long term 
committed relationship is a 
healthy relationship and for 
him, it would be with someone 
of the same sex, and he hoped it 
could be a marital relationship.  
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Gradually, my husband and I 
did come out of the closet.  My 
husband told family and friends. 
Our daughter, who is three 
years younger than Jim, became 
a wonderful ally.  She brought 
PFLAG to her college campus, 
during Unity Week, for a 
presentation titled: LGBT 101. 

I joined PFLAG, where I first 
sought support and then became 
a support for others.  PFLAG 
has also encouraged me to take 
an advocacy role. My son’s 
happiness is so incredibly 
important to me.  That he can 
express his love for another 
man in a safe and supportive 
community environment has 
become one of my goals.  

In the last ten years, we have all 
come a long way.  Jim is in a 
committed relationship with his 
partner, a United Church of 
Christ pastor. Jim has earned an 
associate degree, a bachelor and 
master degrees in social work, 
and will begin divinity school 
this summer.  Jim’s goal is to be 
an Episcopal priest.  I have 
continued to be active in 
PFLAG Cleveland serving as 
secretary for the advisory board, 
attending monthly support 
group meetings, and staffing 
community education and 
advocacy events. 

I facilitate Safe Zone Training 
workshops, with the LAMBDA 
Gay Straight Alliance students, 
at the community college.  Most 
recently I have joined the 
Listening Parents Network of 
Fortunate Families.  It has not 
been easy remaining Catholic. 
Recent misstatements, by the 
hierarchy of the church, have 
strengthened my resolve to not 

only remain Catholic, but to 
work to educate other Catholics 
about the truth about sexual 
orientation, to repeatedly tell 
our family’s story, and to 
advocate for the rights of the 
LBGTQ community.  
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by Susie and Randy Roth 

Star Bulletin (Honolulu HI) 
Mar 29, 2010 

Reprinted with authors’  permission 

ur parents were Catholics, 
as were our grandparents 

and great grandparents. We 
attended Catholic schools, 
including Jesuit colleges. 
Catholicism is as much our 
culture and heritage as it is our 
religion. 

From the nuns in grade 
school to the Jesuits in 
college, we were 
taught to do what we 
knew to be "the right 
thing," no matter what others 
might say, and to work 
diligently for change if we 
perceived any institution, 
including the Catholic Church, 
not to be doing the right thing. 

We view the Catholic Church's 
current treatment of gays as 
seriously counter to the teaching 
of Jesus Christ. The Church's 
admonition that we love the 
sinner but reject the sin infers 
that sexually active gays are 

morally inferior.  That strikes us 
as patently wrong. 

None of the many gays we 
know claims to have chosen 
that sexual orientation. Our gay 
son, for example, laughs at the 
suggestion that someone would 
consciously choose to be 
homosexual. Although he does 
not view himself as a victim, 
and we could not be prouder of 
him, he considers it ludicrous 
that anyone would think he 
actually chose to be the subject 
of rejection, ridicule, 
condemnation and worse. 

Just like his race and the color 
of his skin, our son's 
homosexuality was God-given. 
He could pretend to be 
heterosexual or asexual, but that 
would be a lie. It would not be 
who he is. 

When he was still in 
high school, 
someone used a 
sharp object to carve 
a derogatory word deep into the 
trunk lid of our family car. We 
remember our shock upon first 
seeing those three large capital 
letters - F A G. It felt like those 
letters had been carved in our 
hearts. Of course it angered us, 
but mostly it made us fearful of 
what someone might someday 
do to our son. 

Whoever carved those letters 
had somehow gotten the 
message that people like our 
son are inferior beings. Sadly, 
we view the Church's current 
position on homosexuality as 
one possible source for such a 
message. 
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Those who question that 
conclusion should ask 
themselves why so many gay 
Catholics feel abandoned by the 
Church. We believe their 
feelings of rejection are real and 
well-founded. 

Susie Roth is an educator who with Jo 
Chang founded Da Moms, a local 
support group for families who have 
GLBT family members. Randy Roth is 
a professor at the University of 
Hawaii School of Law. They are 
members of the Jesuit-run Newman 
Center on the UH-Manoa campus, 
and Susie is a "listening parent" for 
Fortunate Families, a group of 
Catholics with gay children. 
 

          

 

You can reduce our mailing cost 
and folding and stuffing labor if 
you request email notification of 
future newsletters and download 
them from our website.  Thanks! 
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“Openly gay Kevin Keller has 
joined the cast of Archie Comics.  
Kevin is the first openly gay 
character in the comic.” 

 - HRC’s Equally Speaking, 
4-26-10 

          

“Fifty-eight percent of young 
white evangelicals supported some 
form of legal recognition of gay 
partnerships, whether in the form 
of civil unions or marriage.  
Twenty-six percent supported full 
marriage rights.” 

 - “Evangelicals step up for 
marriage equality,” 365gay 
Newswire, 1-15-09. 

          

“For the first time, the CNN/Time 
poll shows more Americans don’t 
think homosexuality is morally 

repugnant than do….  For more 
than 30 years …, a majority … 
have said ‘homosexual 
relationships between consenting 
adults is morally wrong’ …. That 
is, until this President’s Day 
Weekend when 50% … said 
homosexuality is not a moral 
issue…[vs. 48% ‘morally wrong].” 

 - “Poll Suggests America 
Has Turned A Corner On 
Homophobia,” 
talkingpointsmemo.com, 2-22-10. 
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May 28-30, 2010  

I am who I am by 
the grace of God: A 
retreat for gay and lesbian 
Catholics. Retreat leader: Fr. Jim 
Schexnayder. Franciscan Renewal 
Center, Tampa, FL. Info: 
cilanoj@gmail.com or 813-310-
0131.  

Jun. 19, 2010 (Sat) 

Canadian Day of Reflection for 
Catholic Parents of Lesbian 
Daughters and Gay Sons, 
Toronto ON.  Info: John 
Montague at 416-523-6449. 

Sep. 18, 2009 (Sat) 

Catholic Association for Gay & 
Lesbian Ministry Regional 
Gathering, Santa Barbara CA.  
“ The Sexual Person--Gay and 
Lesbian Sexuality in a 
Heterosexual Culture,” with 
Michael Lawler and Todd 
Salzman. Info: 
www.calgm.org/mode/42. 

Oct. 8-10, 2010 

Emmaus Retreat for Gay & 
Lesbian Catholics and Parents of 
Gay & Lesbian Catholics.  Jesuit 
Retreat House, Parma OH (near 
Cleveland).  Info: Jesuit Retreat 
House at 440-885-1055 or 
www.jrh-cleveland.org. 

Oct. 8-10, 2010 

New Ways Ministry retreat.  
Facilitator: Edwina Gateley.  
Aston PA (near Philadelphia).  
Info: info@newwaysministry.org 
OR www.newwaysministry.org 
OR 301-277-5674. 

Oct. 15-17, 2010 

Catholic Association for Gay & 
Lesbian Ministry Midwest 
Regional Retreat - “Setting the 
Table: Sharing Stories of Our 
Gay/Lesbian Catholic 
Experience,” Collegeville, MN. 
Info: Bob Pierson OSB, 320-363-
3929 or Guestmaster@osb.org.  
Also www.calgm.org/node/21. 

Oct. 22-24, 2010 

Fortunate Families Gathering 
for Catholic parents of LGBT 
daughters and sons.  Techny IL 
(near Chicago).  See this 
newsletter for registration info. 

Nov. 5-7, 2010 

Call To Action Conference, 
Milwaukee WI .  Info: www.cta-
usa.org. 
 
Oct. 20-23, 2011 

Catholic Association for Gay & 
Lesbian Ministry National 
Conference, San Jose CA.  Info: 
www.calgm.org. 

 

Since our April newsletter 42 
people and/or groups contributed 
to Fortunate Families.  Thanks for 
enabling us to sustain this ministry 
to, with, for and by parents of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender daughters and sons!! 
 
Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public 
charity organization. Contributions are 
fully tax-deductible. 
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A Fortunate Families Parents Gathering, October 22-24, 2010, Techny Towers, Techny, IL 
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________ Please charge my registration fee to the c redit card indicated below:  

 
_______Visa  _______ MC       Amount:   $_____________ 

 
Credit Card #:____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Exp. Date:  __________________________  CVV #: ____________________________________________ 

 
Name as it appears on Credit Card: __________________________________________________________ 

 
Billing Address for Credit Card (if different from address on reverse) _________________________________ 

 
City, State, Zip ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Signature:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
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