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·  Words to ponder 
·  Write the Bishops?  Why Bother???—Joe Gentilini 
·  Educating Educators—Ann Franczyk 
·  Pope waves to gay Catholics—Lou Chibbaro, Jr. 
·  News Items 
·  Calendar 
·  Thanks! 
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“There are people who have said that I’m being brave for being 
openly supportive of gay marriage, gay adoption—basically of gay 
rights—but with all due respect I humbly dissent.  I’m not being 
brave.  I’m being a decent human being.”  

-- Actress Ann Hathaway, receiving the Ally Award at the 
Human Rights Campaign annual gala, March 15, 2008 

"How sad it is that the Church should be so obsessed with this 
particular issue of human sexuality when God’s children are facing 
massive problems—poverty, disease, corruption, conflict…." 

-- Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, apologizing for the way the 
Anglican Church has ostracized LGBT people, when he 
received the Outspoken Award from the International Gay and 
Lesbian Human Rights Commission, April 8, 2008. 
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*** NOTE: No June newsletter—vacation! *** 

Stories make a difference! 
Did something you or someone you know do or say make a 
positive difference?  Make someone more empathetic—
perhaps a family member or priest or bishop or legislator or a 
LGBT person?   Please tell us about it. Your story might 
encourage others whose stories might be exactly what 
someone else needs to hear! 
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By Joe Gentilini, Dignity/Columbus (OH).  Originally in DignityUSA 
QV, 2nd Quarter 2008.  With permission. 
 

Is it worth writing to the bishops?  Telling your story?  
Parents and other LGBT supporters we know have 
mixed feelings about this.  This article is an interesting 
perspective on that question written by a gay Catholic 
man.  How does it square with your perspective? 

t the DignityUSA Convention 2005 in Philadelphia, 
Father John McNeill told us not to concern 

ourselves about what the Bishops are saying regarding 
us and our morality. At the DignityUSA Convention 
2007, in Austin, Texas last summer, Mark Matson, our 
then president-elect, said, “I personally do not intend to 
invest any more energy in trying to secure the approval 
of the Bishops.” I agree with them and yet….  

I began to write some of the United States Bishops in the 
mid-1970s after I became a member of DignityUSA. In 
1974 I attended a Gay Christian Conference in Dayton, 
Ohio after unsuccessfully attempting painful conversion 
therapy for the previous six years. At that conference, I 

listened to religious men and women tell me 
that God loved me as I was and I participated 
in the Eucharist hearing God’s love proclaimed 

for me as a gay man. It was an overwhelmingly 
emotional and spiritual experience and I decided to stop 
conversion therapy and learn to love myself as I was.  

Naively, I thought that others would also see the 
goodness of gay love and embrace me and this reality. In 
a conversation with a priest I came out to, he told me 
that while he wanted me to attend the Mass that he was 
going to celebrate in a few minutes, he would not give 
me Communion because he could “see” that I was on my 
way to hell. I refused to go to his Mass and got in touch 
with my anger at the Church and society. Shortly 
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thereafter, Brian McNaught was 
fired from his job with the Detroit 
diocesan newspaper because he 
had written an article on the 
goodness of love, gay or straight. 
There was a march from the 
church, where Dignity/Detroit met, 
to the Cardinal’s office to proclaim 
this as injustice and to affirm our 
goodness. I participated, affirmed 
myself, and decided that no one 
deserved this “spiritual abuse.” I 
decided to contact the Bishop of 
my diocese about it. 

The Bishop did see me in his 
chancery office and told 
me that he disagreed 
with my moral 
decision and was 
sorry the conversion 
therapy had been unsuccessful, but 
admitted that he would not have 
refused me Communion. When I 
spoke of God’s mercy, the Bishop 
spoke of God’s justice. I also 
believed in God’s justice and 
added that God knew every cell 
and gene in my body — God had 
created me gay and certainly 
would not reject me because of it. 
With that meeting, I began a 
relationship with this Bishop until 
he retired many years later. 

Over the years, I expanded the 
number of Bishops I wrote to 
about the need for the Church’s 
support of gay rights. 
Unfortunately, my letters were 
filled with anger and 
selfrighteousness and their 
responses reflected this. 

n 1995, a Cistercian-Trappist 
Priest told my partner and me 

that the pain of living our lives in 
an unaccepting Church and society 
was like the blood of the early 
martyrs and would bring about 
change in the Church, even though 
we may not live to see it. I listened 
and took heart. Sometime later, I 
heard Bishop Thomas Gumbleton 
urge us to “write your stories to the 

Bishops.” He said that it would 
make a difference in their lives 
even if we did not actually “see” 
any immediate change in their 
proclamations. I realized that I had 
never actually “told my story” to 
these members of the hierarchy; I 
had just been angry and 
accusatory. 

I began to write various Bishops 
telling them my story. I did not 
demand anything. I simply told the 
story of my life as a gay man and 
the pain I felt at the Church’s 
discrimination. With some I began 
a dialogue where I was able to 
suggest how they could more 
meaningfully support us in the 
civil and religious arenas. 

Surprisingly, their responses to me 
indicated that they recognized the 
pain I went through to become 
integrated as a gay Catholic and 
some even admitted that they knew 
that the teachings of the official 
Church seemed harsh, even while 
they wanted to be pastoral. At least 
one even asked if he could share 
my letter with a task force he was 
developing to better minister to 
GLBT Catholics in his diocese. In 
order to keep these lines of 
communication open, some did 
request that I not publish our 
letters. I agreed to this and 
therefore will not reveal who they 
are. Their names are not important. 

I truly believe that the 
contemplative witness to the truth 
of our lives will change the 
Church, although this may not 
happen anytime soon. I believe 

that living my life 
as an openly gay 
Catholic in a 26-
year relationship 

with my partner, Leo, 
means that this gay vocation is 
already deposited in the Church 
and will one day be accepted. So, I 
agree with Father John McNeill 
and Mark Matson. I am not 

looking for the Bishops’ approval 
and my goal is neither to 
embarrass them or the Church, nor 
to militantly disagree with Church 
teaching. My goal is to share my 
story and let God take care of the 
results. 

This has become my “ministry” 
and follows from the grace of my 
baptism. It is not only my right to 

write the 
Bishops, but 

also my duty. 
Even a few Canon Laws support 
my efforts and I’ll list them below: 

• Canon 208: 
In virtue of their baptism there 
exists among all the faithful a true 
equality with regard to dignity and 
the activity whereby all cooperate 
in the building up of the Body of 
Christ. 

• Canon 211: 
All Christian faithful have the duty 
and the right to work so that the 
divine message of salvation may 
increasingly reach the whole of 
humankind in every age and in 
every land. 

• Canon 212 - #2: 
The Christian faithful are free to 
make known their needs, 
especially spiritual ones, and their 
desires to the pastors of the 
Church. 

• Canon 212 - #3: 
In accord with the knowledge, 
competence and preeminence 
which they possess, they [the 
Christian faithful] have the right 
and even at times a duty to 
manifest to the sacred pastors their 
opinions on matters which pertain 
to the good of the Church, and they 
have a right to make their opinion 
known to the other Christian 
faithful, with due regard for the 
integrity of faith and morals and 
reverence toward their pastors, and 
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with consideration for the common 
good and dignity of persons. 

The Spirit of God is bringing about 
important changes in the Church 
and is using our GLBT 
community’s prophetic witness to 
assist in this work. I encourage 
others who feel so moved to 
consider this “ministry.” I offer the 
following 14-point guide and hope 
you find it helpful. 

Building the Relationship 

• The goal is to develop a 
relationship with the Bishop, not to 
send a quick letter and then be 
done with it. Realize that this will 
be a long-term communication 
process. If you can, try to arrange a 
meeting with your Bishop. If not, 
then write him. 

• Know your purpose in writing. Is 
it to influence or is it to vent and 
blame? 

• Use “I” statements, not “you” 
statements. “You” statements 
usually come across as blaming. 
This is not what you want to do. 

• Do not use words that convey 
intense anger. You 
may be angry, but 
try to take out the 
“blaming” or 
“accusatory” 
language. This only puts the 
other person on the defensive and 
makes it more difficult to hear 
your words and messages. 

• Be vulnerable — you have to 
share yourself — your thoughts, 
feelings, and spirituality. Be 
humble and not arrogant. 

• Speak for yourself. Do not judge 
or assign motives or intent. Talk 
about how Church teachings have 
hurt you. 

• Whenever you have the 
opportunity to see the Bishop, 
make sure you introduce yourself 
again. 

• Be respectful, if only for the 
office the Bishop holds in the 
Church or, if you can’t respect the 
office, respect his person. 

Other Important Thoughts on 
Content and Prayer 

• Tell your story about being a gay 
or lesbian Catholic — the pain and 
the joys. If you are in a 
relationship, make sure he knows 
this and what it means in your life. 

• Use the Bishop’s own language 
and symbolism if you can. For 
example, cite the Canon Laws 
mentioned above as the reason for 
your letter or suggest that they 
make sure copies of Always Our 
Children are sent to all the parishes 
and Catholic social service 
agencies in the diocese. (A copy of 
the document is available at 
http://www.dignityusa.org/ourchild
ren.html.) 

• Deal with one issue in your letter, 
taking them as they surface instead 
of trying to deal with all of your 
issues in one letter. 

• Even if you find it offensive, try 
to read the diocesan paper. If there 
is an article on homosexuality or 
related issues, see if there is a letter 
you can write to give your point of 
view. 

This is another way to 
communicate. 

• Allow God to act — we do not 
need to be concerned with how the 
Bishops respond or with the 
results. Let the Spirit use you — 
this takes an act of faith. 

• Finally and maybe most 
importantly, pray for the Bishop 
and the Church and let them know 
that you are keeping them in 
prayer. You might also ask for 
their prayers. �  
 
Editor’s Note: Joe Gentilini, the 
author, may be contacted at 
gio0848@columbus.rr.com. 
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By Ann Franczyk 
 

lways Our Children (AOC), 
Springfield, MA, a parish 

based support group for parents 
and families of LGBT persons, has 
a mission with three objectives: 
support, education and 
affirmation . 
 

Support is the primary 
objective of our group that 

often seems to come 
naturally, especially for 
those of us whose 
children’s sexual 

orientation has been known 
for some time. Reaching 
out with compassion, 

empathy and love to these 
parents, as the U.S. 
Bishops’AOC document 

(http://www.usccb.org/laity/always
.shtml) suggests, helps them deal 
with fear which often nearly 
paralyzes them in the initial 
months of their child’s revelation. 
Over time, as the FF Parents Voice 
Project Survey 
(http://www.fortunatefamilies.com
/voiceProject.htm) suggests, 
parents are frequently able to 
embrace and even celebrate their 
child’s sexual orientation, 
perceiving their gay child as God’s 
gift to them. They “come out” 
often dedicating themselves to 
speaking out so as to change the 
world by sharing their families’ 
stories. 
 
Integrally involved in these 
parents’ journeys and evolving 
acceptance is the education which 
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enabled that affirmation  to occur. 
This is where the matter often 
becomes thorny. Questions such as 
“but what does the Church say 
about homosexuality?” and “how 
can we fully embrace our child 
when the Church’s ultimate 
message is: ‘love the sinner, hate 
the sin?’” However, over time 
compassionate persons in parish 
ministries, using reliable Catholic 
educational resources and through 

the never-ending act of 
active listening, 
actually find that 
parents often 
experience a 

tremendous amount of spiritual 
growth and deepen their 
experience of what it means to be a 
faithful Catholic. For some, this is 
a painful break from a well-
ordered Church that could always 
be trusted. For others it is the 
freedom to exercise conscience. 
Parents often become activists.  
 
Our mission vigorously 
emphasizes the need for 
education, not only among our 
parents, but among those within 
our wider Church community. 
We are passionate about the need 
to “share our stories” beyond our 
gathering place.  Our group’s 
educational initiatives include: 
conversations with pastoral care 
ministers and 28 parish pastors, 
religious education directors, 
religious women, campus 
ministers, faculty training at our 
flagship Catholic High School, and 
most recently a presentation to 
some 25 diocesan elementary 
school principals. What follows is 
a description of that event. 
 
As I faced the audience to read my 
son Mark’s “coming out” letter my 
eyes were blurry. I was overcome 
that something I dreamt about 
doing for so long was actually 
happening. To address Catholic 

elementary school principals about 
the needs and lived realities of 
LGBT students seemed ground-
breaking.  I read Mark’s letter 
written shortly after he had turned 
16. He bravely wrote: “Please 
don’t be upset with me. Trust me 
when I say that my being gay is 
something I can’t change and don’t 
want to change. I love you, know 
that! I’ve been gay for as long as 
I’ve known and have always loved 
you and you me. Nothing 
changes!” The audience listened 
intently, including the principal of 
the Catholic elementary school my 
children had attended and who had 
known them well. Or, so she 
thought. Mark, it turns out, had 
been part of that often emotionally 
confused and pain-filled invisible 
minority of adolescents dealing 
with the self revelation that they 
were or might be gay. 
 
Jeff Perrotti—Harvard Psychology 
Department and founder of the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Education Safe Schools program 
for LGBT youth—asked the 
audience to share their connection 
to the issue. One educator tearfully 
spoke lovingly of her 
family member who 
had been married and 
closeted, and who only 
later in life was able to face 
his homosexuality. She suggested 
that the opportunity to speak of her 
loved one was freeing.  Another 
principal stated that 16 years prior 
a 13 year old student asked her to 
help him tell his parents he was 
gay. She went on to say that 
professionally it was the most 
difficult, yet compassionate, thing 
she had ever done.  
 
We showed a film clip in which 
elementary school children spoke 
of their same sex parents. Their 
testimonies were filled with 
incredible wisdom, reporting they 

often had to overcome prejudices 
and bullying. Only their parents’ 
embracing love and support 
allowed them to do this. This is 
especially poignant in 
Massachusetts where same sex 
marriage is legal and where some 
same sex parents are surprisingly 
choosing to send their children to 
Catholic schools.   
 
Two moms read their children’s 
testimony of growing up gay in 
Catholic elementary school. One 
mom’s story was particularly 
painful. She described many 
sleepless nights as she and her 
husband weathered their child’s 
extremely difficult passage 
through grade school, being 
victimized and 
bullied due to the 
perception of his 
“being different.” 
Following her 
story, the principal of the school 
her child attended expressed her 
sorrow for the pain this family had 
endured. At the time, she thought 
the child was perhaps struggling 
with his sexual orientation, but was 
concerned that conversation about 
sexual orientation was simply not a 
topic about which people spoke. 
Thank God this young man’s 
Catholic high school experience 
was quite different and he is now a 
successful college student, 
comfortable with who he is. 
 
Another mom shared her son’s 
story. He spoke of feeling 
different, disconnected from his 
classmates, later realizing that 
some of the difference was related 
to his sexuality. As he heard kids 
regularly attack each other with 
words such as “fag” or “queer,” he 
learned that being gay was 
unacceptable. He is now a doctor 
of psychology at Harvard and 
recently married his partner of 10 
years, a practicing physician. As a 
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prospective parent he will be 
looking for a school system that 
recognizes and values diversity, 
and where his son or daughter will 
find respect and appreciation. 
 
Some common themes arose. 
Several spoke of knowing 
teachers, students, parents of 
students, priests and family 
members who were gay and 
closeted. These situations were a 
source of concern and pain. Many 
felt that valuable years had been 
wasted within their own families 
due to a lack of acceptance of 
LGBT persons. They admitted to 
feeling challenged as to how to 
handle these situations with 
compassion and sensitivity. What 
was apparent is the need for further 
education and discussion. 
 
Some educators spoke of their 
need to learn how to explain to a 
well qualified gay person that they 
were not a candidate for a teaching 
position if they were living in an 
intimate relationship with another 
gay person. Another educator 
suggested that it seemed 
perplexing that LGBT teachers 
suppress their identities out of 
concern for children’s welfare, 
when clearly students need to be 
accepting and respectful of all.  
Several expressed concern about 
the welfare of children who may 
be bullied or ostracized due to 
having gay parents. One educator 
expressed her discomfort in having 
books in the school library about 

same sex parents 
despite the fact 

that children of 
same sex parents 

attend their schools.  
 
Most educators expressed their 
need for further education about 
LGBT adolescents and how to 
provide a safe and inclusive 
learning environment, especially 

within the framework of Catholic 
teaching. Our discussion briefly 
became somewhat uncomfortable 
when a principal, who identified 
herself as a married Catholic, 
questioned how she could accept 
“all of this” in light of Church 
teaching. That thorny query yet 
again! Often, when parents of 
LBGT children share their stories 
with others, some individuals, 
particularly those who have rigid 
views, become uncomfortable as 
their perceptions and biases 
become shaken. In response, 
another principal forthrightly 
stated that the bottom line is that 

we can no longer 
pretend that we do not 
have LGBT students and 
children of same sex 

parents in our schools. She 
suggested that we ignored 

this fact too long and we must deal 
with it. 
 
Overwhelmingly, these caring 
principals seemed concerned about 
how to provide for the needs of 
students, parents and their own 
LGBT teachers within the 
framework of Church teaching.  
The superintendent concluded by 
saying a part 2 of this discussion 
would occur, including a moral 
theologian who would present a 
balanced view on homosexuality in 
light of Church teaching. And so 
we realized, again, that the key to 
this conversation is education, 
education, and more education.  
 
We have LGBT students and 
teachers in our Catholic 
elementary schools; we have 
children of same sex parents in our 
elementary Catholic schools. Our 
responsibility is to make these 
environments safe, loving places 
where the needs of all are 
identified and respected.  
 

As Mary Lynn Murphy, mother of 
a gay Catholic High School alum, 
put it: 
--Let us celebrate their (our LGBT 
students) dazzling beauty in all 
their colors, their personalities 
and their identities. 
--Let us not allow politics, points 
of view, or platforms to separate 
us from one another, or from our 
children. 
--Let our schools be secure places, 
but more than secure.  Let them be 
dynamic, egalitarian places where 
the identities and contributions of 
all students are valued, where 
justice prevails in the halls and in 
the hearts of our students, where 
diversity is treasured, respected 
and celebrated. 
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Dignity members claim ‘we got our 
message across’ during Benedict’s 
historic visit 

By Lou Chibbaro Jr., Washington Blade 
(www.washingtonblade.com) | Apr 16, 
2008. With permission. 

ope Benedict XVI waved to 
members of the gay Catholic 

group Dignity Washington on 
Wednesday as his motorcade drove 
along Rock Creek Parkway near 
Dupont Circle shortly after he 
attended a ceremony in his honor 
at the White House. 

The pope appeared to look directly 
at about a dozen members of the 
group as they stood behind a 10-
foot long banner with the message, 
“Dignity Washington — Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
Catholics, Our Families and 
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Friends — A community of Faith 
in Action.” 

“I thought it was a good chance for 
us to be seen and he obviously saw 
us and waved at us, so I think we 
got our message across,” said 
Raymond Panas, president of 
Dignity Washington. 

The Dignity members remained 
silent as the 
pope’s glass-
enclosed 
Popemobile 
drove past them 
along a section 

of Rock Creek Parkway that drew 
only a small number of spectators, 
allowing the Dignity contingent to 
stand out. 

“Whether he actually saw or read 
our sign, we’ll never know,” said 
Dignity member Bob Miailovich. 
“It was nice to see him, and it was 
all very prim and proper. He 
waved in our direction and that 
was very nice.” 

At the time he rode past the 
Dignity contingent, Benedict was 
accompanied in his vehicle by 
Archbishop Donald Wuerl, head of 
Archdiocese of Washington, and 
Archbishop Pietro Sambi, the 
Vatican’s ambassador to the U.S. 
The two also looked directly at the 
Dignity members. 

Dignity USA President Marianne 
Duddy-Burke said she hoped the 
group’s presence during the pope’s 
appearances in Washington and 
New York would draw attention to 
efforts by gay Catholics to 
persuade the church hierarchy to 
moderate its teachings on 
homosexuality, which the church 
calls an “objective disorder” and 
an “intrinsic moral evil.” 

Dignity members were also 
scheduled to display Dignity signs 
Wednesday evening at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the 

Immaculate 
Conception near 
Catholic University 
as the pope’s 
motorcade arrived 
there for a papal 
Mass for U.S. Catholic bishops. 

The section of Rock Creek 
Parkway where the Dignity 
contingent greeted the pope is 
adjacent to P Street Beach, a 
public park well known as a 
gathering place for gays. 

“It was not far from our thoughts,” 
said Dignity Washington board 
member Tom Bower, when asked 
about the group’s decision to 
unfurl its banner next to the park in 
a known gay neighborhood. 

hile Dignity members were 
pleased that the pope 

appeared to have noticed them, 
issues surrounding gays and the 
church were overshadowed in the 
news media during the pope’s first 
two days in the U.S. by reports of 
separate protests from groups 
representing victims of sexual 
abuse by American Catholic 
priests over the past decade. Calls 
by abuse victims groups for the 
pope to speak out on the pedophile 
priest scandal that engulfed 
Catholic parishes throughout the 
U.S. prompted Benedict to tell 
reporters during his flight from 
Rome that he was “deeply 
ashamed” of the improper conduct 
by priests. 

The New York Times reported that 
Benedict made a clear distinction 
between priests with “homosexual 
tendencies” and those likely to 
sexually abuse children. 

“I would not speak at this moment 
about homosexuality, but 
pedophilia, which is another 
thing,” the Times quoted Benedict 
as saying. “And we absolutely 
exclude pedophiles from the sacred 
ministry.” 

GAY CATHOLICS SEND 
LETTERS TO POPE 

The April 16 appearance by 
Dignity members along the pope’s 
motorcade route took place five 
days after another gay-supportive 
Catholic group, New Ways 
Ministries, delivered to the Vatican 
Embassy in Washington more than 
40 letters addressed to Benedict 
from gay Catholics from across the 
country. 

Among those who submitted 
letters addressed to the pope were 
Heather Mizeur, the lesbian 
member of Maryland’s House of 
Delegates, and Gregory Maguire, a 
gay author of best-selling 
children’s and adult novels. Both 
read their letters to Benedict at an 

April 10 news 
conference at the 
National Press 

Club.  [EDITOR’S NOTE: To 
listen to the news conference, go to 
http://www.newwaysministry.org/] 

“Three years ago, my spouse, 
Deborah, and I exchanged eternal 
vows at a large public ceremony 
with our closest family and 
friends,” Mizeur read during the 
news conference. 

“Pope Benedict, I would challenge 
you to get to know us and our love 
for each other, for our Lord, and 
for our church — and compare our 
relationship against any other you 
consider as a role model,” Mizeur 
stated. “Honest reflection could 
lead you to only one conclusion: 
ours is a marriage blessed by 
God.” 

Mizeur won election to the 
Maryland House of Delegates in 
2006 and represents a district that 
includes Takoma Park and Silver 
Spring. She has been a strong 
advocate for a same-sex marriage 
rights bill. 
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McGuire, whose novel “Wicked: 
The Life and Times of the Wicked 
Witch of the West” has been 
adapted into a Tony Award-wining 
Broadway musical, wrote his letter 
as an invitation for the pope to 
visit him and his family in their 
home in Massachusetts. 

“Pope Benedict, my husband and I, 
married under the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
are Catholics,” he said. “We have 
three children adopted from 
overseas, ages 10, 8 and 6. They 
have all been baptized and the 
middle child will make his First 
Communion in 10 days.” 

Similar to Mizeur and the others 
whose letters were delivered to the 

Vatican Embassy, 
McGuire told the 
pope that he and 
his partner yearn 
for a time when 
the church 

hierarchy in Rome better 
understands gay Catholics. 

“I ask you to venture imaginatively 
into the suffering of your gay and 
lesbian brothers and sisters in 
Christ,” said McGuire in his letter. 
“I ask you to contemplate the 
burden of those who feel chastised 
by the church for a human 
condition they have neither 
requested nor, because they accept 
themselves as God has made them, 
rejected.” 

Panas, the Dignity Washington 
president, said Benedict’s 
appearance at the Basilica of the 
Shrine for the Immaculate 
Conception had a special 
significance for Dignity. In a 
statement released last week, the 
group said five of its founding 
members created Dignity 
Washington at an informal 
gathering in the Shrine’s cafeteria 
in 1972. 

“When Pope John Paul II made his 
1979 visit to Washington, Dignity 
Washington was present across 
from the entrance of St. Matthews 
Cathedral when he met with local 
priests and at his Mass on the 
Mall,” the statement says. “In the 
same spirit, we present ourselves 
to Pope Benedict to remind him 
that God does not make mistakes 
and welcomes all of us into the  
Church. We expect as the Vicar of 
Christ, so should he.” 

Mizeur was joined at the news 
conference by her domestic 
partner, Deborah Mizeur, who 
gave an impassioned account of 
her decision to convert to 
Catholicism after meeting Heather 
Mizeur and spending time 
worshiping with her. 

Deborah Mizeur told of how 
Heather’s strong passion for both 
the church and efforts to 
bring about church 
acceptance for gay 
people surfaced when a 
parish priest tried to 
discourage Deborah from joining 
the church. 

“He took me into his office. He 
spent an hour saying why I should 
not become a Catholic,” Deborah 
Mizeur said. “I went to Heather 
and I was crying,” she said. 

“She marched us back into the 
priest’s office and we spent 
another couple of hours talking,” 
Deborah Mizeur said. 

When the meeting ended, the priest 
agreed that Heather was right, she 
said. Both Deborah and Heather 
Mizeur wept at the news 
conference as Deborah recounted 
the story. 

In discussing her own background 
as a Catholic, Heather Mizeur 
explained at the news conference 
that she was raised Catholic but 
became devout in her faith in her 

early teens at a time when her 
parents stopped going to church 
regularly. 

“At my initial begging, my father 
would get up on Sundays to 
continue taking me to church,” she 
said. “When I turned 16, I was able 
to relieve him of that duty by 
driving myself and my sister. We 
attended Mass by ourselves.” 

She assumed leadership roles in 
her church during her high school 
years, becoming chair of the Altar 
and Rosary Society, a member of 
the parish council, and a 
Eucharistic minister and lector. 

“My personal commitment to my 
faith and to my God grew deeply 
during those years,” she said. 

But during high school and college 
she also struggled with how to deal 
with the realization that she is a 
lesbian, she told the news 
conference. 

“The more time I spent in 
discernment, the more I realized I 
needed to let Jesus’ voice on this 
issue come through to me, and not 
the church’s voice attempting to 
speak on his behalf,” she said. “I 
put to work my own knowledge of 
theology and began to particularly 
appreciate our doctrine that 
supports the primacy of one’s own 
conscience.” 

After further reflection, she said, “I 
realized that my conscience has 

been telling me this: That 
being a lesbian is just who I 
am; who God created me to 

be. It is how I am to love 
and be loved. It is God’s 

intention.” 

A spokesperson from the Vatican 
Embassy did not return a call 
asking whether the embassy 
planned to deliver the letters from 
Mizeur and the other gay Catholics 
to the pope. 
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Lawrence Webb was elected to the 
Falls Church, VA city council 
becoming the first openly gay 
black man to take public office in 
Virginia 
-- Washington Blade, May 7, 2008 

          

In a first, Israel registered a gay 
couples’ U.S. adoption of a child 
not born to either one of them, and 
granted citizenship to the child. 
-- UPI, April 25, 2008. 

          

A 10-year American Psychological 
Association study concluded that 
bisexuality in women appears to be 
a distinctive sexual orientation and 
not an experimental or transitional 
stage.   
-- APA Press Release January, 15, 
2008 
(www.apa.org/releases/bisexuality
108.html). 

          

On April 17, Uruguay became the 
first Latin American country to 
formalize the civil union of a gay 
couple.  A new “co-habitation 
union law” allows heterosexual 
and homosexual couples living 
together for at least five years to 
receive the same legal rights and 
benefits that traditional marriage 
offers. 
-- AFP, April 17, 2008. 

         
 

Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public 
charity organization. Contributions 
are fully tax-deductible. 
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May 30-Jun 1, 2008 

Next Steps: Developing Catholic 
Lesbian/Gay Ministry, Ossining, 
NY.  New Ways Ministry program 
for pastoral ministers, leaders of 
Catholic institutions, and all 
interested in all aspects of 
lesbian/gay ministry--individual 
counseling, developing support 
groups, empowering parents, 
initiating educational programs.  
Info: www.newwaysministry.org. 

Jun 21 (Sat), 2008 

Day of Reflection for Catholic 
Parents of Lesbian Daughters 
and Gay Sons, Toronto, Ontario.  
Fr. Foliot S.J. Facilitator. Contact: 
John Montague, 416-523-6449. 

Sep 6 (Sat), 2008 

Day of Reflection for Catholic 
Parents of Lesbian Daughters 
and Gay Sons and Family 
Members.  St. Matthew’s Parish, 
8:30am to 4:30pm, followed by 
Mass at 5pm.  Baltimore, MD.  
Facilitators: Mary Ellen & Casey 
Lopata.  Info: tbd. 

Sep 18-21, 2008 

NACDLGM Conference: Long 
Beach, CA.  Plenary speakers: 
Bishop Jaime Soto, coadjutor, 
Diocese of Sacramento; Bishop 
Raul Vera y Lopez, OP, Diocese of 
Saltillo, Mexico; Teresa 
DeCrescenzo, Executive Director 
and founder of Gay and Lesbian 
Adolescent Social Services; Sr. 
Fran Ferder, Co-director of 
Therapy & Renewal Associates, 
Seattle.  Info: ����������	�
�� . 

 

Oct 3-5, 2008 

New Ways Ministry 
Workshop/Retreat for 
Lesbian/Gay Catholics, Parents, 
Pastoral Ministers and other 
interested persons.  Franciscan 
Spiritual Center, Aston, PA 
(outside Philadelphia).  Fr. James 
Halstead, Facilitator.  Info: 
www.newwaysministry.org. 

 
 

Since our April newsletter, 44 
people and/or groups contributed 
to Fortunate Families.  Thank you 
so much for your commitment to 
supporting our efforts!!! 

Your donations enable us to 
produce this newsletter and to 
identify and produce resources for 
ministers, parents, and others. 

Contributions to the Len 
Szumiloski Memorial Fund enable 
us to send resources—including 
our book, Fortunate Families, and 
our resource manuals, Seeds of 
Hope and More Seeds—to parents 
or pastoral ministers who may not 
be able to afford them. 

Your prayers and support 
strengthen our commitment to help 
families with LGBT members to 
know they are fortunate families. 

You can contribute online at 
www.fortunatefamilies.com/donate
.htm.  There, you can also print a 
form and send a check or charge. 

 

+ + + A PENNY SAVED … + + + 
Still getting this newsletter by U.S. 
Postal delivery?  You can reduce 
our mailing costs (and folding and 
stuffing labor) if you request email 
notification of future newsletters 
and download it from our website.  
Thanks! 
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