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- Fortunate Families expands board; elects new affice

- Fortunate families challenges USCCB position on BND

- Fortunate Families open letter re ENDA and critioqpfe
USCCB position

- Thought for the Day, 17 May 2010 - Longley

- Call To Action Stories - Saavedra

- Who speaks for Catholics? — Gramick

- Why a Pride Booth for Roman Catholics -
Kennedy

- Did you know...???

- Calendar

- Thanks!

“As we honor the LGBT Americans who have given sohnto our
Nation, let us remember that if one of us is unablesalize full
equality, we all fall short of our founding prindgs.

-- President Barack Obama, in the proclamationattiex
June as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and transgendez Rtishth

"To cut oneself off from the reality of difference~worse, to
attempt to stamp out difference—is to cut onegeffam the
possibility of sounding the depths of the mystétyuman life. The
truth about man [sic] is the unchangeable standaydvhich all
cultures are judged but every culture has somettortgach us about
one or other dimension of that complex truth. Times'difference’
which some find so threatening can, through respkdtalogue,
become the source of a deeper understanding ahylstery of
human existence.”

-- Pope John Paul 11, in “The Fabric of Relatioma@ng
People” (par. 10), Oct. 5, 1995 address at theddriitations
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s of our June 2010 board meeting, Fortunate
Families will add Rebeca del Cristo of Miami FL
elected as our 1oth board member. Welcome Rebecal

The addition of a Hispanic board member reflects
Fortunate Families’ desire to better serve theataoid
ethnic diversity of Catholic parents who have LGBT
daughters and sons.

We also elected these board officers for the neat:y

President: Linda Karle Nelson (Detroit Ml)
Vice-President: Casey Lopata (Rochester NY)
Treasurer: Mary Ellen Lopata (Rochester NY)
Secretary: Ann Franczyk (Springfield MA)

The election of Linda Karle Nelson as our first non
Rochester president attests to the nationwide peesef
Fortunate Families. We have board members in eight
states, Listening Parents in 28 states, and ndesslet
subscribers in all 50 states and the District of
Columbia—not to mention our international influeree
with five Listening Parents households in Canadh an
one in Nicaragua, and newsletter subscribers iremor
than 10 additional countries.
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n a May 19, 2010 letter to Congress, the UniteteSta

Conference of Catholic Bishops expressed its
opposition to ENDA (Employment Nondiscrimination
Act) legislation. Fortunate Families’ respondedhva
critique of the USCCB letter — see both letterohel
We urge you to contact your congresspersons and
senators, as a Catholic, to express support fer thi
legislation to ensure justice for our LGBT lovedesn
You're welcome to use our letter and critique.



June 4, 2010

AN OPEN LETTER TO: U.S. SENATORS AND CONGRESSPEREO

You recently received a letter from the United &afonference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
expressing their concerns with the passage of tmgldyment Nondiscrimination Act (ENDA). We
have attached the USCCB letter with our commerssried to help you understand how their statensptmisleading,
inappropriate, and not representative of our pexrsexperience as parents of lesbian, gay, biseadtransgender
(LGBT) children, nor of our many years of miniswjth Catholic parents and families of LGBT persons.

You will note that the bishops repeatedly returthisthemes of sexual conduct, same-sex marriageswgpposed
threats to religious liberty. Rather than argues¢hgarticular themes, we limit our comments topbiats addressed in the
ENDA legislation at issue.

Our key points are:
ENDA affirms the right to not be discriminated agg because of who one is (not on what one does).
ENDA has nothing to do with anyone’s sexual cohduenarriage of any kind.
ENDA exempts religious organizations from its [smns

As faithful Catholics, we fully support ENDA legilon. In fact, we believe we are morally oblighte support it, and
ask that you vote to pass this bill which is focusa and so critical for the well-being of all LGEErsons.We urge
you to pass ENDA legislation so that albur children will have protection from workplace discrimination.

A B Fortunate Families Board of Directors

The following is the text of the letter sent to ymuMay 19, from the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB), on the topic of the Enyphent Nondiscrimination Act (ENDA)The
June 4, 2010 comments of Fortunate Families arerted in italics.

May 19, 2010
Dear Member of Congress:

We write to you regarding the Employment Nondisanation Act (ENDA), H.R. 3017, and Senate (S. 15&80)r
purpose is to outline the serious concerns we hétethese bills in their current form and why wanaot maintain the
position of neutrality we held in 2007.

For the sake of clarity, permit us first to stat® tbasic tenets of Catholic Church teaching onifisise. First, persons
with a homosexual inclinatiofthis word -"inclination” - is offensive to the LGBTcommunity. Being homosexual is
NOT an "inclination" but a God given sexual orienti@gon. The use of the word "inclination” is a delibate

misdirection to imply "choice" rather than "orientdion“ as a natural sexual variation) must be accepted with respect,
compassion, and sensitivity([f our homosexual children are to be accepted witlespect, compassion, and
sensitivity" then how can they be denied the samegl aights as their heterosexual brothers and sistersihd second
“[ulnder no circumstances can [homosexual actgdpmroved ENDA has nothing to do with sexual acts, and
everything to do with sexual orientation, a deepsed dimension of one’s personality.” [US Bishops@mittee on
Marriage and Family, “Always Our Children,” 1997/98" Catechism of the Catholic Chur¢tCCC"), nos. 2357-58.

Catholic teaching states that all people are coeatéhe image and likeness of God and thus possesmate human
dignity that must be acknowledged and respectediligr persons and by lapiENDA is designed to insure that our
children’s dignity is “acknowledged and respectedWe recognize that no one should be an objectahsbatred, or
violence for any reason, including sexual inclioati{Arguing against ENDA is a form of violence againsur
children.) The Church affords special concern and pastorahtidin to those who experience a homosexual irntadina
and stands committed to avoid “[e]very sign of shiscrimination in their regard.” CCC, no. 235&NDA simply
provides basic employment protection against wodga discrimination to all regardless one's sexuaiemtation or
gender identity).
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The Catholic Church makes an important distinchietween actions and inclination. While the Chuschrdently
opposed to all unjust discrimination on the grouofdsexual inclination, whether homosexual or retekual, it does
teach that all sexual acts outside of a marriag@dsn one man and one woman are morally wrong. &N&s nothing
to do with sexual acts). The Catholic Church’sh#ag cannot, therefore, be equated with “unjustidnination,”
because it is based on fundamental truths aboutuiman person and personal conqa&tiDA has nothing to do with
personal conductHomosexuatonduct is categorically closed to the transmissidlife, and does not reflect or respect
the personal complementarity of man and wolieDA has nothing to do with the transmission ofdi, nor personal
complementarity) In contrast to sexual conduct within marriage lestavone man and one woman—which does serve
both the good of each married person and the gbsdotety— heterosexual and homosexual conductdrutd marriage
has no claim to special protection by the stdEeNDA has nothing to do with sexual conduct of akind.)

Just as every other group in our society, the Qathurch enjoys the same rights to hold to itédi®, organize itself
around them, and argue for them in the public sgjuBnis is guaranteed by our Constitution. Thidudes the right to
teach what it holds to be the truth concerning heewaal conduct—and to act as an employer consistiémthat truth—
without the threat of government sanctigieNDA specifically exempts religious organizatiofr®m its provisions.)

The USCCB continues to oppose “unjust discrimimdtagainst people with a homosexual inclinatiort, Wwa cannot
support a bill = such as ENDA in its current forrthat would legally affirm and specially protectyasexual conduct
outside of marriage(ENDA has nothing to do with sexual conduct)

Moreover, because the passage of such a bill dmuldsed to punish as discrimination what the Catl@hurch teaches,
the USCCB has always sought as comprehensivegiorgdiexemption as is achievable, in order to ptdtee religious
freedom of the Church, and of all others who haidlar views (ENDA specifically exempts religious organizations
from its provisions.) One partial solution to this problem is to applyl@WVII's prohibition on religious discrimination,
which is already incorporated in the current varsibthe bill.

But this is insufficient alone, as the Title Vligtection does not cover all religious employersl setent experience
teaches that even covered institutions may facergovent retaliation for relying on such exemptidffthout such
additional protection, ENDA would be applied togaodize our religious freedom to live our faith andral tenets in
today’s society(ENDA specifically exempts religious organizatioff®m its provisions)

The movement to redefine marriage to include twsqres of the same sex (a. k.a. same-sex “marridiges’thanged the
law substantially toward that end, at both theesteid federal level, and it has become increasicighr that laws like
ENDA have been instrumental to those changesDA has nothing to do with marriage of any kind.)

For example, we have seen state Supreme Couristeeiberely on state-level ENDAS as a basis foating a state
constitutional right to same-sex “marriage.” We sider it very likely that ENDA, despite referenciD®MA, could be
used for similar purposes at the federal level. Ailgbest courts of California, Connecticut, and dédwave declared that
the traditional definition of marriage is “discrin@tory” and lacking any “rational basis,” and solates the constitutions
of their respective stateone of these civil rulings required changes inligious organization’s teachings or
practices.)Cases are now being brought in order to creatdexdéconstitutional right to same-sex “marriage™heather
by striking down federal DOMA, or by striking dov@alifornia’s Proposition 8 in federal court. If EMDwvere to pass,
we would expect lawyers to invoke it in federal tawnder the federal constitution, just as theyoked analogous state
laws in state constitutional litigatio(ENDA has nothing to do with marriage of any kirléljhis strategy were to
succeed, it would represent a legal and moral @isaemparable in many waysRwev. Wade.(to say ENDA would
lead to “a legal and moral disaster” comparable abortion is beyond comprehensionAs leaders of the Catholic
Church, we have a moral obligation to oppose amtleat would clearly contribute to this outcon@eNDA is not such a
law; rather it's a law we have a moral obligatio support)

These rulings also reflect a legal strategy thatrgghts advocates have repeatedly and publiclyeemxed in scholarly
articles and other media—first, secure the passhgexual orientation antidiscrimination laws, sashENDA, and then
invoke the principle embedded within those lawa asisis for same-sex “marriag€\No religious organization will ever
be required, by any legal invoking of ENDA, to marpeople of the same sex.)
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In addition to ENDA's protection of same-sex condiiiNDA has nothing to do with sexual activityits threat to
religious liberty(ENDA exempts religious organizations from its pisions), and its contribution to the cause of same-
sex “marriage, [ENDA has nothing to do with marriage of any kindhere are other obstacles to its passage. The bill

treatment of “gender identity,” which was not ire t007 bill, would have an adverse effect on pghaed associational
rights of othergthere is no credible evidence to support this; denidentity is also about who one is, not what one
does) The bill also lacks an exemption for a “bona fadeupational qualification” (BFOQ), for those casdwere it is
neither unjust nor inappropriate to consider arliagpt’s sexual inclinatiofENDA exempts religious organizations

from its provisions)

While we regret we cannot support ENDA for the abstated reasons, the Conference would, howevéntdrested in
discussing legislation that would protect persoith & homosexual inclination from unjust discrintina, without
protecting homosexual condu@ENDA has nothing to do with “protecting homosexuabnduct.” That's already
protected per the Supreme Court’s 2003 landmarkiden in Lawrence vs. Texas)We therefore invite further
discussion with you and your staff on how ENDA nige amended to correct the various flaws discusstids letter.

To close.... here is a quote from an earlier USCCBnftéd States Catholic Conference at that time) dowent:

Allin all, it is essential to recall one basic tti. God loves every person as a unique individi&éxual identity helps to
define the unique persons we are, and one comporgrmur sexual identity is sexual orientation. Thueur total
personhood is more encompassing than sexual oriéiota "Human beings see the appearances, but thed.tooks
into the heart." [1 Sam 16:7] [Always Our ChildreflUSCC, 1997/1998), p.7]

18 %&'$()%)

Clifford Longley

From a BBC Radio 4
“Thought for the Day” broadcast, 17
May, 2010. With permission

As we in Britain will find out
next September, when Popes
visit foreign countries they make
many speeches. But of the tens of
thousands of words he uttered
while in Portugal last week, one
remark from Pope Benedict XVI
received widespread attention
elsewhere. Under headlines like
"Pope slams gay marriage", he
praised those who work to uphold
family life against, quote,
"insidious and dangerous threats to
the common good".

I've read the whole speech, and
nowhere is gay marriage
mentioned. Journalists assumed
that was what he meant, given that
Portugal is about to pass a law
permitting them. But its main

point, as in other speeches by him
in Portugal, was a plea for

solidarity, social justice and human
rights.

But not unlike a recent prime
minister of Great Britain, Pope
Benedict has problems getting his
message across. If he didn't wish tg
be reported as engaging in an anti-
gay attack, which is how it came
over, it's a pity he didn't say
something like this: "Let me assure
you - God loves gay people. In fact
he loves them especially because
they have suffered persecution and
discrimination in their lives, and
Christ's message of liberation and
justice applies particularly to
people like that." The Catholic

Church, he could have
Q gone on to say but
¢ didn't, regrets its

historical role in encouraging
prejudice against homosexuals,
and is anxious to do what it can to
correct that, now.

Dream on, you might say. But if
what I've just said surprises you,
every word of it is orthodox
Catholic doctrine. And then, if he
wanted to add something about
defending family life, he might

have got a sympathetic hearing.
4

I'm not pretending that the
Catholic Church likes the idea of
gay marriages. But it has seen
them as part of an ideological
attack on marriage and the family,
two institutions upheld by the
natural law. But what civil
partnerships have shown us, is that
“%  many gay people actually
% want a family life for
themselves, rather than . 4
seeking to undermine ¢ 37 )
the whole thing. A

And by the way, the Catholic
Church in England and Wales no
longer opposes civil partnerships,
though it resisted the legislation
when it first came in. Not long ago
it was specifically stated that a
Catholic would not be refused a
job as a head teacher in a Catholic
school simply because he or she
was in a civil partnership.

The lesson of all this is quite
simple. People will not hear you if
they think you're their enemy.
They'll only listen if you approach
them as a sincere friend. And if
you need a perfect example of how
successful that can be, well - read
the Gospels.
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By David Saavedra

April 2010 CTA News. Permission to
reprint per CTA and author.

M y wife and | attended our
first CTA conference in
Milwaukee in 1997. We had just
learned earlier that year that our
son is gay, and we were searching
for information and support for
ourselves and our son. We found
it at the CTA conference that year.
We found the support that had not
been forthcoming from our
institutional Church. Instead, we
found it in the Church that was
being enacted by CTA members
throughout the country. We found
it in the programs conducted by
Sister Gramick and by the Dignity
panel.

I am Catholic and remain a
Catholic, but my son has given me
a different understanding of what
church is or should
3 be. He has always
E' been a considerate,
loving, person who
is sensitive to others. He is very
creative and has a wicked sense of
humor. | must say that my son had
a lot of courage in coming out to
us during his senior year in high
school. He has given my family a
gift that has also been a challenge
for us and for the Church.

If we truly are the church that is
centered on Jesus Christ, then we
must be willing to embrace all who
are different, who are gay, who are
lesbian, bisexual or transgendered,
or people who struggle with
physical or psychological
limitations. 1 also know that our
organization still faces the

challenge to be more inclusive of
people of color. We all must be the
Good Samaritan to those who need
us the most. The bottom line is
that what we all want in life is to

be accepted, loved, respected, and
have the opportunity to love

others.

I am honored to be a part of CTA
because this experience has given
me the chance to know what our
church can be and should be.
Being a part of CTA has also given
me the chance to help others and tg
know that we can all make a
difference in peoples’ lives. | trust
that all of us will open our hearts
and our minds to the work that still
lies ahead so that we can truly
make ours a catholic, i.e., universal
church, for all of God’s children.

David Saavedra joined the Call To
Action Board in 2005. He was elected
Call To Action’s Board President in
November 20009.

Stories make a differencel!

Did something you, or someone you
know, do or say make a positive
difference? ... make someone—a
family member, priest, bishop,
legislator—more empathetic? Tell
us about it. Your story could make the
difference in someone’s life. Your
story might be exactly what someon
else needs to hear! T
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By Jeannine Gramick

April 2010 CTA News. Permission to
reprint per CTA and author.

n February 5, 2010, Cardinal

Francis George, the President
of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, denounced New

Ways Ministry, a national ministry
5

of justice and reconciliation
between lesbian/gay people and
the Catholic Church, for its “lack
of adherence to Church teaching
on the morality of homosexual
acts” and stated that New Ways
Ministry “cannot speak on behalf
of the Catholic faithful in the
United States.”

Cardinal's George'’s criticism
highlights, I believe, two crucial
points. Who speaks on behalf of
the Catholic faithful in the United
States? And, are homosexual acts
moral?

& All baptized Catholics
=) make up the “Catholic
faithful.” Cardinal
George is right when
he says that New Ways
Ministry cannot speak on behalf of
the Catholic faithful in the United
States.” But neither can the U.S.
bishops speak on behalf of the
Catholic faithful. And Catholic
theologians cannot speak on behalf
of the Catholic faithful. Only the
Catholic faithful can speak on
behalf of themselves.

A recent poll of U.S. Catholics
showed that 58% of Catholics
believed that “homosexuality”
should be accepted by society. On
the specific issue of lesbian/gay
marriage, 43% of Catholics
responded favorably. When the
survey question was narrowed to
respondents
between 18 to 29
years of age,
60% of Catholics
supported
marriage equality. When the
guestion was broadened to ask
about benefits and protections
associated with marriage, such as
hospital visitation, health
insurance, and pension coverage,
support among Catholics jumped
to over two-thirds.



We often hear it said that “the
church is not a democracy,” so
“opinion polls don’t matter.” If the
Church is not now a democracy,
this is so because of human
engineering, not divine design. The
early Christian community
democratically debated issues such
as circumcision and the Jewish
dietary laws. Historically, religious
communities have elected their
leaders, and by recommending that
diocesan pastoral councils and
parish councils be established, the
Second Vatican Council was
setting a more democratic agenda
for the Church.

If we truly believe that
God’s Spirit speaks
through the Church,
i.e.., the

community, then the
whole community
needs to hear what
the Spirit is saying
to individuals within the
community. Theologians need to
take the community’s experiential
data, reflect on it, explain the
belief residing in it, and show how
this belief is, or is not, a
development of the Christian
tradition. When a sufficient
consensus emerges around a
particular opinion, Church leaders
need to teach or articulate this
conviction as the faith of the
People of God. For most issues,
not just those regarding sexuality,
this data gathering, reflection,
elucidation, articulation and
teaching of belief takes centuries.

The second crucial question, “Are
homosexual acts moral?” does not
admit of a simple “yes” or “no”
answer. The Christian community
has been engaged in an intense
debate on this question for the last
half century, with divergent views
among the Catholic faithful, the
theologians, and the bishops.

In August 2009, the Pew Research
Center reported that only 39% of
Catholics said

that

homosexual v
behavior was
morally wrong.
That compares with 61% who
responded that homosexual
behavior was “not a moral issue,”
“morally acceptable,” or “OK.”
Most Catholic moral theologians
now hold that, in the context of a
loving, committed relationship,
homosexual activity can be
morally good. While the views of
the Catholic faithful and
theologians have shifted over time,
the Catholic hierarchy continues to
maintain that homosexual activity
is always morally wrong because it
is not open to procreation.

Somebody needs to tell Cardinal
George that he is obviously not
speaking for the Catholic faithful
or Catholic moral theologians.
Perhaps he knows this and, like
other bishops, imagines that
constant repetition compels belief.
I, for one, prefer the more honest
approach of New Ways Ministry,
which continues to educate the
public about homosexuality. | am
pleased that Francis DeBernardo,
the Executive Director of New
Ways Ministry, responded to
Cardinal George’s censure by
saying, “For almost 33 years New
Ways Ministry has been sustained
spiritually by the prayers of
millions of Catholics, and we owe
it to these supporters to continue
the work to which God has called
us.”

Sister Jeannine Gramick, SL, along
with Fr. Robert Nugent, co-founded
New Ways Ministry in 1977.

New Wavys /| /nizf sy

Fortunate Families
Joining Hands-Reaching
Out ...

A gathering of Catholic parents
who have LGBT daughters or
sons, the weekend Qfct. 22-24
at Techny Towers Conference &
Retreat Center, near Chicago.

Meet other Catholic parents from
around the country. Listen to:

Catholic Association for Lesbia
and Gay Ministry president, Sheil
Nelson

DignityUSA executive director,
Marianne Duddy-Burke

New Ways Ministry executive
director, Frank DeBernardo

Fortunate Families co-founder,
Mary Ellen Lopata.

Learn what their organizations dg
and what they offer parents in
support of their ministerial efforts

Discuss, discover, and discern hg
we can work together to make ou
church and society more caring
and just for our LGBT loved ones

Learn from other Christian faith
community examples how we car
make our storytelling more
strategic, more energizing, and
more effective.

Discuss the BIG issues with othe
parents and Catholic LGBT
leaders.

You can download the brochure
and registration form from the
Fortunate Families website, or
contact us and we’'ll send you a
brochure and registration form.

Register soon! Space is
limited!

Join us for this historic 1st
national gathering of Catholic

=

W

parents!
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By David Kennedy

hose of us involved with

Gay/Lesbian Outreach (GLO)

ministries are asked the
guestion from both sides. On one
side are the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender,
Questioning people, their Families
& Friends who have been hurt by
‘religious’ people. Some are so
deeply hurt and wounded that they
have not only turned against
religion but they have turned
against God. They actually say,
“If God hates me (my child, my
friend), then | hate God.” These
people can be very hard to reach.

A similarly angry group is those
who have found solace in another
denomination after they have been
driven out of the Catholic Church
N/ by a homophobic
sermon or
congregation or
something they

heard from Rome. These people
are also difficult to reach. They
say to GLO, “Once burned twice
shy,” and “Fool me once, shame
on you, fool me twice, shame on
me.” These people do not want to
risk being hurt again.

Others have asked, “Why should |
remain in a dysfunctional
relationship with a dysfunctional
church?” Difficult as those
statements and questions are to
hear, it is important to hear them.

The mere presence of our GLO
booth at a Pride event may help
them to begin to question their
perceptions.

On the other side are those within
the Catholic Church who are
concerned GLO is seen as
supportive of the so-called “gay
lifestyle.” By that term they want

to suggest bars along with an over
indulgence in booze, drugs and
promiscuous sex. Curiously, that
may be called more accurately the
“hetero-lifestyle” since there are so
many more heterosexual bars, drug
addicts and brothels. Perhaps
“hedonist lifestyle” is a better

term.

Then we may all agree it is our
purpose to call people away from
that and into the Light of Christ.
Jesus brought his light to the
prostitutes, tax collectors, and even
the Samaritans as well as some
Gentiles. So we need to go where
people who need it will see the
Light of Christ.

Due to the media coverage of Pride
Festivals, some of the most
outrageous examples are given
prominence and feed the
stereotypes. Does the news media
notice that the greatest applause at
Pride Parades is for PFLAG
(Parents & Friends of Lesbians and
Gays)? Do they notice the church
groups represented? Many church
groups are represented at Pride
events. These church groups are
not afraid. Why are some
Catholics so afraid to follow
Christ’'s example to seek the lost
sheep and bring them back? There
are those who say, “I'm not lost. |
know where | am. It's the church
that is lost.” We need to reach
these people and try to explain to
them that the televangelists do not
speak for us, that a homophobic
priest is wrong, that parents who
disown them need help.

Always Our Children
was published by the
U.S. Catholic
Conference of
Bishops in 1997, both in English
and Spanish (that is very
significant). We are disappointed
so few have yet to hear about it.
Years ago, the L.A. Archdiocesan
Ministry with Lesbian & Gay
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Catholics received a phone call
from the Lesbian/Gay Center of
L.A. The caller said, “We have
noticed a lot of youths are living
on the street who have been
thrown out of their homes because
they're gay. They tend to be
Latino and Catholic. What is your
church teaching?” At Pride -- and
at the Religious Education
Congress in Anaheim — we tell
people about Always Our
Children, as well as any other
positive statements we have, such
as our Mission Statement, the
Bishop of Memphis’ call for a
GLO, and videos such at “For the
Bible Tells Me So.” Perhaps just
as important, we have flyers from
local parishes with

L ministries, an
§ é lists of “friendly”

parishes that are both
local and across the country.

Sad to admit, there are still
‘unfriendly’ parishes out there.
We don't need a returning lamb to
stumble into one of them. ... the
2008 Los Angeles Pride Festival
(Christopher Street West) boldly
proclaims “Welcome Home
Catholics” ....

Some people have come to the
booth with tears in their eyes.
They ask, “Is this really the
Catholic Church?” We show them
the photo of the Cardinal in the
newspaper article which reported
the 10th anniversary of the
Ministry he called for in 1986. We
provide a copy of that article and
the series of three articles about the
20th anniversary that appeared in
the Archdiocesan newspaper.

Not only do we reach those who
attend the Pride events but through
them, others. “l have a friend who
used to be Catholic...” and “Do
you have something | can give to
my parents?” Not only do we tell
them about Always Our Children,
we are sometimes (depending on



geography) able to direct them to
one of the parent support groups.

All it takes is just a few hours in a
GLO booth to realize we are not
merely a presence, a source of
information and hope, but we
actually minister to people who
have been told repeatedly God
does not love them. We provide
comfort to the afflicted, to the
misinformed. We have witnessed
people who return to the Church
because they found us at a Pride
event. Young adults stop going to
church and face many influences.
At Pride events, we invite them
back. We direct them to a
welcoming community where they
can cultivate their Faith — as adults
instead of as the children they used
to be.
Of course, the other side of the

.~ coin is that we need to
have faith
communities which are

truly welcoming, and

willing to work with
people who need to rediscover and
reconnect to their spiritual side
after (perhaps) indulging their
carnal side. There is much more to
share on this topic.

There are so many ways to answer
the question “Why do we have a
booth for Roman Catholics at
Pride events?” It all comes down
to one word: evangelization. If we
don’t reach out to the people who
attend Pride, who will? Other
religions will (and God bless them
for it). But so will the makers of
alcohol. Don't we want to offer a
positive option? Christ
commanded it. In addition to Luke
15:4 (about the lost sheep),

=Y Matthew 22:9: tells

%‘ @ us to "Go out,
% ) therefore, into the

W 7 main roads and invite

to the feast whomever

you find." Let’s do it!

David Kennedy is part of the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles Ministry
with Lesbian and Gay Catholics, and
the Long Beach St. Matthew
Communidad outreach group. David
graciously included Fortunate
Families brochures on their exhibit
table at this year’s archdiocesan Los
Angeles Education Congress which
had some 40,000 attendees.

You can reduce our @
mailing cost and folding

and stuffing labor if you

request email notification of future

newsletters and download them
from our website. Thanks!
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Portugal’s president ratified a law
allowing same-sex marriage law
making Portugal the"8European
country with such a law. Others
are: Belgium, the Netherlands,
Spain, Sweden, and Norway.

-- AP, 5-17-10
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Sep. 18, 2010 (Sat)

Catholic Association for Gay &
Lesbian Ministry Regional
Gathering, Santa Barbara CA.
“The Sexual Person--Gay and
Lesbian Sexuality in a
Heterosexual Culture,” with
Michael Lawler and Todd
Salzman. Info:
www.calgm.org/mode/42.

Oct. 8-10, 2010

Emmaus Retreat for Gay &
Lesbian Catholics and Parents of
Gay & Lesbian Catholics Jesuit
Retreat HouséRarma OH (near
Cleveland). Info: Jesuit Retreat
House at 440-885-1055 or
www.jrh-cleveland.org.

Oct. 8-10, 2010

New Ways Ministry retreat.
Facilitator: Edwina Gateley.
Aston PA (near Philadelphia)
Info: info@newwaysministry.org
OR www.newwaysministry.org
OR 301-277-5674.

Oct. 10, 2010

Solidarity Sunday. Info:
www.dignityusa.org/fag/solidarit
y-sunday

Oct. 15-17, 2010

Catholic Association for Gay &
Lesbian Ministry Midwest
Regional Retreat- “Setting the
Table: Sharing Stories of Our
Gay/Lesbian Catholic
Experience, Collegeville, MN.
Info: Bob Pierson OSB, 320-363-
3929 or Guestmaster@osb.org.
Also www.calgm.org/node/21.

Oct. 22-24, 2010

Fortunate Families Gathering
for Catholic parents of LGBT
daughters and sons.Techny IL
(near Chicago) See this
newsletter for registration info.

Nov. 5-7, 2010

Call To Action Conference,
Milwaukee WI. Info: www.cta-
usa.org.

Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-

profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public
charity organization. Contributions are
fully tax-deductible.

Since our May newsletter 26
people and/or groups contributed
to Fortunate Families. Thanks for
enabling us to sustain this ministry
to, with, for and by parents of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender daughters and sons!!
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