¥y

'NOTE: If you would rather not receive this newslgtjust let us know and we will remove you frow distribution list

- Words to ponder

- Group challenges ban on gay men as priests

- To Welcome a Child: Gay Couples and Adoption
- Open letter to Cardinal O’Malley and MA Bishops
- Detroit project puts a face on gay Catholics

- Seeing with Heart—Toronto 2006

- News Notes

- Calendar

- Thanks!

- Welcomes and Farewells

Gay marriage is not the real issue for familieheTeal issue for
families is not civil unions, but parenting. How e support
families and have family-friendly policies and hphrents be
better parents? When people list the real thréafamilies—
things like infidelity, soaring divorce rates, aadonomic
pressures on family—gay marriage is way down tte li

-- Jim Wallis, Sojourners, in “Rescuing Religiorofr the Right,”
Interview by Rebecca Phillipsyww.Beliefnet.copi-24-05

Jesus called us to love our neighbor, love our gneare for the
poor, care for the outcast, and that's really therah core of
where we think the nation ought to go.

-- Dr. Bob Edgar, General Secretary of the Nati@alincil of
Churches, in “CBS News: Religion Taking A Left T@n7-10-06

We are furious that the religious right has madsu¥einto a
Republican. That's idolatry. To recreate Jesugdar own image
rather than allowing yourself to be created in J@smage is
what's wrong with politics.

-- Rev. Tony Campolo, Evangelical leader, in “CB8ws: Religion
Taking A Left Turn?,” 7-10-06

#
$ " % &# &S
O*+, " -. -/012(3
" 4565 (11 11(7

4 898 8

$' 4 8 8

If you are the Catholic parent of a lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, or questioning daughteomy s
please complete our Parents Voice survey—you can
complete it online on our web site.

Parent or not, please encourage Catholic parent&ryow
to complete it. The more surveys, the greatenvoige!
Let us know if you need a hard copy.

Elephants in the Living Room sponsors meetinggousdis Vatican
decree on gays and lesbians.

By Gregg Krupa / The Detroit News, May 24, 2006th\fyermission.

ESTLAND -- A group of about 200 Catholics met

Tuesday to air criticisms of a Vatican decree faat
men cannot be priests and for Catholics to pragéys
and lesbians, whom the church considers "objegtivel
disordered."

The session at SS. Simon and Jude church featured
speeches from the Rev. Fred Daley, an openly gagtpr
from Utica, N.Y.; Sister Mary Ann Ford of the
Congregation of Sisters, Servants of the ImmacuHatert
of Mary based in Monroe; and Mary Black, the Cathol
mother of a lesbian.

"This document needs to be challenged," said Blabla
favors allowing gays to be priests. "To me, it \awasther
attack on my child and friends.

"The readings on Sunday included a passage of tisp&b
of John, with the final message of Jesus to hlevi@rs:
Love one another as | have loved you," Black s&ithat
a radical concept. | wonder when we start."



The session was sponsored by the
Elephants in the Living Room, a
local group of about 750 priests,
nuns and laity who say they seek
"renewal of the Church of Detroit"
through open dialogue. The group
intends to draft recommendations
later this month for Cardinal Adam
Maida about how the archdiocese
should deal with the Vatican's
November "Decree on the
Formation of Men for the
Priesthood Who May Be
Homosexual."

A n early reaction from the
archdiocese suggested that a
meeting of the minds is not
imminent.

"The Archdiocese of Detroit did
not sponsor or endorse the
meeting," said Ned McGrath,
director of communications. "ltis
regrettable if the presentations
caused any confusion about the
Catholic Church's teachings on
these matters."

In the decree, the Vatican said:
"The church, while profoundly
respecting the persons in question,
cannot admit to the seminary and
to Holy Orders those who practice
homosexuality, present deeply
rooted homosexual tendencies or
support the so-called gay culture."

Ford cited instances in which she
said the decree diverges from
accepted science, including
assertions that homosexuality is a
tendency that can be alleviated.

"There is no attempt to get the
document to reflect the science of
its day," Ford said. "God is truth.
God is love."

Daley provided a narrative of his
life, his coming to the awareness
that he is gay, his advancement
from seminarian to priesthood and
his acceptance of himself and by
others.

"Nine out of 10 people have been
positive," Daley said.
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By Jo McGowan

May 5, 2006/ Volume CXXXIIl, Number
9 (c) 2006 Commonweal. Reprinted with
permission

he recent decision by Catholic

Charities of Bostor-under
unwarranted pressure from both
the bishops of Massachusetts and
from the Vatican-to refuse to
allow gay couples to adopt
children, is an example of
wrongheadedness and
intransigence that would make the
angels weep. ltis a disgrace to all
that the church stands for, and it is
an indictment of all that we believe
about the sanctity of life and the
gift that every child represents. As
a Catholic, | am grieved by this
rejection of love freely offered,
selflessly and heroically. As the
mother of an adopted child, | am
amazed at the stupidity of a policy
that denies the unique capacity of
gay couples to provide what
would-be adoptive children so
desperately need.

Without being sentimental or
biased, it is possible to say that
certain people, because of their life
experiences, are better qualified
for certain tasks than others.
People with disabilities, for
example, and those who work with
them, are more likely to be able to
accept others as they are, simply

because they have more experience

doing it. People with disabilities
may drool or have difficulty in

expressing themselves. They may
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use sign language rather than
words, or read Braille rather than
conventional print. Those who are
disabled themselves, or who have
experience with people with
disabilities, tend to be calmer
about the variety of life’s gifts,
knowing it is the same Spirit who
provides them.

Similarly, gay couples, having
staked everything on love in a
world that is often hostile toward
them, let alone tolerant, are better
suited than most to the challenges
of caring for children who need
unconditional acceptance. If,
having risked being ostracized and
rejected by the community they
like anyone else-desire to be a
part of, they are still willing to

offer their lives and their hearts as
a haven for children in the most
desperate need of protection and
unconditional acceptance, who on
earth are we to say they are
unworthy?

As a Catholic, | say no to the
decision by Boston Catholic
Charities to refuse to provide
adoption services to gay couples.
Love is rare enough in this world

of violence and meanness. Can we
truly consider rejecting it because

it comes from people of the same
sex?

Letter to the EditorJune 2, 2006 (t)
2006 Commonweal Reprinted with
permission.

I nstead of the thoughtful
encounter with the Catholic
tradition typical of Commonweal,
Jo McGowan'’s recent column is a
rant against the “recent decision by
Catholic Charities of Boston...to
refuse to allow gay couples to
adopt children.” She says the
decision is “an example of
wrongheadedness and
intransigence,” a “disgrace.” She
is “grieved” at the decision and



“amazed” as its “stupidity.”
Although she says that the decision
was in response to “unwarranted
pressure from both the bishops of
Massachusetts and the Vatican,”
she does not explain how it is
“unwarranted” for the archbishop
of Boston to question the practices
of an organization operating in the
name of the local church. Nor
does she explain why it is
“unwarranted,” in light of

the church’s apostolic

tradition, for the Holy A Tas
See to offer fraternal ﬁ‘_’
correction. What passes

for argument in McGowan'’s piece
is the claim that love is rare, and
because gay couples are willing to
love children in desperate need,
they should be permitted to adopt.
However, McGowan fails to
address the magisterial claim that
sexual acts performed by people of
the same sex are “intrinsically
disordered,” and, as such, cannot
be genuinely loving in nature,
notwithstanding the feeling and
intentions of the parties.

he magisterium has exercised

its prudential judgment in
claiming that allowing gay couples
to adopt would place children “in
an environment thas not
conducive to their full human
development.” The Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith does
not say that such couples fail to aid
these children’s development in all
respects. Clearly, these couples
can provide for children’s material
needs, and serve as a source of
emotional support and guidance.
These benefits must be balanced
against the deficiencies in such an
arrangement, including the obvious
absence of a mother or a father.
The same deficiency is also
present in adoptions by single
parents but, to my knowledge, the
church has not described such
arrangements as doing “violence”
to the children involved. Why the

difference? Most same-sex
couples engage in conduct that the
church regards as deeply sinful.
Thus, as models of behavior, such
parents cannot but impair their
children’s moral development.
(The mere possibility of defective
moral formation, however, is not
an impediment to adoption in other
circumstances.)

cGowan ends by asserting

that gay couples are actually
“better suited than most” to serve
as adoptive parents because of
their own experience with social
rejection. This suggests that same-|
sex couples should be given
priority over heterosexual married
couples in the adoption process.
Given the abundance of children in
need of adoptive homes, the
likelihood that a policy favoring
gay couples would actually
preclude a married couple form
adopting some child is nonexistent.
Such a policy could, however,
diminish a married couple’s
chances of adopting a particular
child. Even here the effect would
be speculative given the role of
birth mothers in selecting adoptive
parents.

My wife and | are the adoptive
parents of two young boys. We
are quite familiar with the special
burdens and joys of adoption.
McGowan is correct that adoption
isn't for everyone, and that those
contemplating it should be
prepared physically, emotionally,
and spiritually for the adventure
that lies ahead. At the same time,
any attempt to give priority to gay
couples, or even to place them on
the same plane of eligibility as
married couples would be
profoundly “wrongheaded.” |
suspect that most people would
strongly object to equating same-
sex couples and married
heterosexual couples in the
adoption setting, a reaction

prompted by something that
3

resides deep inside the human
conscience, something that people
intuit but may have trouble putting
into words. Is not the role of
Commonweal to help people
enunciate the still voice of
conscience? To help the faithful
learn to “think with the church™?
John M. Breen, Chicago, IL

#

June 2, 2006 (c) 2006Commonweal
Reprinted with permission

An eight-hundred-word column
is not the place for a reasoned
analysis of church teaching, and
much that John Breen reported
missing from my argument was
indeed so. Had | addressed the
issues he brings up, however, |
would have arrived at the same
conclusion.

“Thinking with the church” seems
to imply for Breen that

the church is TEAN
something other than =%

all of us, that if we L ‘\
disagree with an LW
official position, our [ A

task is to change our minds, not to
guestion that position. Yet the
church has evolved over centuries:
men withdisabilities were once
barred from the priesthood and
women were forbidden to speak in
the congregation. How did these
things change if not by the faithful
responding to the voice of the
Spirit?

The church declares homosexual
acts intrinsically disordered. In
good conscience, | disagree. |
believe gay people are created by
God as they are, and that as parents
they face the same challenges we
all do. Breen misunderstands me
when he worries that | advocate
giving gay parents priority over
heterosexual ones in the adoptive
process. Each child’s situation is
treated individually when choosing
the family she will be placed with.



The child’s needs come first. And
in any case, as he admits, there are
plenty of babies to go around.

Breen’s contention that most
people would deeply object to gay
couples being equated with
heterosexuals acknowledges the
role of the unconscious in this
issue. The deep unease he refers t
cannot be out into words because it
has no rational basis. There is
virtually no scientific evidence to
support the claim that gay couples
harm their children. Give gay
couples the chance and the odds

aregood that they will

prove worthy of the

responsibilities
a?\ entrusted to them.
| Jesus, | firmly
) Dbelieve, would
welcome the love
that impels people
to open their lives to a child. He
would pay no attention to the
meaningless details.
Jo McGowan

&
$%&
#
o
&

As ministers, rabbis and
religious leaders of many

faith traditions, we urge you to
stop your political campaign to
take away civil marriage rights
from gay and lesbian citizens. Ata
time when the Roman Catholic
Church says it is trying to promote
tolerance and diversity it is
lobbying the legislature and
campaigning publicly to ban same-
sex marriage in the
Commonwealth.

The Roman Catholic magisterium
teaches that homosexuality and

gay unions are gravely immoral.

We disagree with that doctrine,
and we rejoice and celebrate
marriage equality in
Massachusetts. However, we
honor your right to believe as you
wish. We respect your right to
practice your faith according to
your laws.

We ask that you respect our faith
traditions in return. Taking away
civil marriage rights from
committed, loving gay and lesbian
couples would deny us the right to
practice our beliefs. We would no
longer be able to marry same-sex
couples legally. The state would
be in the position of granting full
rights and protections to everyone
married according to your beliefs,
while denying those rights and
protections to couples married
according to ours.

You are promoting prejudice
through your political campaign,
intentionally or not.

By proclaiming homosexuality
and same-sex unions to be
universally immoral and worthy of
second-class status under state law
you are sending a message that ou
faith communities are immoral.
You are harming us and our
families and your own faithful as
well. Thousands of Roman
Catholics have signed our Roman
Catholic Statement in support of
marriage equality. They have
signed out of their pain and their
love and concern for the Church.

We all have a right to speak our
minds and to vote according to our
beliefs, but in the political realm,
we also have a constitutional
responsibility to protect minorities,
including the gay, lesbian,
transgender and bisexual
individuals and our minority
religious communities. Our
founding fathers understood the
importance of protecting
minorities and of preventing

sectarian beliefs from becoming
civil laws.

Worldwide, we can witness the
unfortunate consequences when
religious groups try to use
government power to impose their
will on multi-cultural societies.
Respecting and protecting the
dignity of every soul, regardless of
sexual orientation or religious
beliefs, is the American way -- and
the only way to protect the
religious freedom and the
democratic society we all cherish.
We urge you to stop trying to
make your religious definition of
marriage and family the law of our
Commonwealth. Please stop
trying to put personal faith up for a
popular vote in 2008. Let's return
our focus to our common mission
of promoting a socially just and
tolerant society.

Faithfully,

The Religious Coalition for the
Freedom to Marry Board

The Religious Coalition for the
Freedom to Marry is a group of 700
rabbis, ministers, and faith leaders, as
well as congregations, and faith-based
organizations from 21 faith traditions.
They support and rejoice in marriage
equality for gay and lesbian couples
and families. As part of their efforts,
their Roman Catholic supporters wrote
a Roman Catholic statement in support
of marriage equality. Three thousand
faithful Catholics have signed this
document.
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By Deb Price. June 12, 2006. With
permission of the Detroit News

In the early
1990s, Linda
Karle and
Denise Smith
started separate
spiritual journeys toward



reconciling their lifelong
Catholicism with their love for a
gay person.

They ended up in the same place
-- certain that someone can be
both actively gay and actively
Catholic -- and joined forces in

a project dedicated to helping
other Catholics reach the same
understanding.

Karle's gay loved one was her
youngest son, John.

Smith's was herself.

The duo are part of a heart-
warming project, "Putting a
Human Face on Homosexuality:
Always Our Children," that so
far has made it possible for
parishioners at more than three
dozen Catholic churches in
southeastern Michigan to hear
the stories of a gay Catholic and
a Catholic parent who accepts a
gay child.

he much-needed project,

now in its sixth year, began
when several parents got
together with a gay-friendly
priest and brainstormed about
what they might do to counter
the Vatican's negative message
about the gay children they love
just as they are.

"Let's tell our stories," Karle,

now 66, recalls saying as she
and a few other parents came up
with the speakers' program.

"We aren't going to get to Rome
on this. But we are planting
seeds, and they will grow and be
the source of change. We are
glad to be the gardeners."

The program, sponsored by P-
FLAG Detroit, is a terrific idea
that should be duplicated
nationwide, especially as the
divide widens between Vatican
pronouncements and the views
of average Catholics about the
worth of those of us who're gay.
(Details: www.pflagdetroit.org)

The Vatican's overall position is
best summed up by its 1986
declaration that being gay is "a
strong tendency ordered toward
an intrinsic moral evil."

Yet, contrary to the way they're
often stereotyped, Catholics are
among the nation's most gay-
friendly believers.

For example, Pew Research
Center found in a March poll
that most
Americans still
oppose gay
marriage, 51-39
percent.
Catholics are the most
supportive, split 45-44 in favor.

In contrast, Protestants --
evangelicals and mainline
denominations combined --
oppose gay marriage, 63-28
percent.

Meanwhile, in trendsetting
Massachusetts, where 8,171 gay
couples have wed, Catholics are
overwhelmingly supportive, by
55-36 percent, according to the
Bay State Poll released in
March.

I ronically, Karle was on a trip-
-visiting her son in New
York--when her emotional
journey began. He blurted out
that he's gay. She pretended to
take it well, but returned home
fearful of what family and
friends would think. Trusting
her love for her son (now a lay
leader in a progressive parish)
and working with other parents
in PFLAG-Detroit enabled her
to realize "what the church says
is wrong."

Smith's journey began after
decades of running from the
truth.

On a porch swing, she told her
mom that she's gay. Her
mother's unconditional love then
enabled her to accept herself. "l
was born and raised Catholic,"
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says Smith, now 50 and active
in Dignity, a worship group for
gay Catholics. "l don't want to
run anymore. This is my
church. This is my God."

With the coming of each new
season, tenderly planted seeds of
change blossom in more hearts.

Reach Deb Price at (202) 662-8736 or
dprice@detnews.com

* +
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A Day of Reflection for Catholic Parents
of Lesbhian Daughters and Gay Sons

By Lavinia and Michael Hann

J

wenty-one parents attended

the fourth annual Canadian
Day of Reflection for Catholic
Parents of Lesbian Daughters and
Gay Sons, June 23. About seven
had not been to a day of reflection
before. The setting was Fleming
Hall in the wonderful retreat
facilities at Manresa Jesuit
Spiritual Renewal Centre in
Pickering, near Toronto. It was
good to renew acquaintances with
couples we had met in previous
years.

As a couple, at least one of us has
attended each year since the first
day of reflection. We ask
ourselves why we continue to
attend. We feel that it is to show
all our children, gay, lesbian or
straight, that we will always
support them in their journeys
through life. Also, there seems to
be conflicting opinions about what
the Church teaches on
homosexuality; by attending we
hope to develop a better
understanding of what the Church
actually teaches. Another reason
we like to go each year is to find
support from other parents of gay



and lesbian children, and to offer
support where we can.

For this Day of Reflection, we had
gifted facilitators who made the
day a rewarding experience. The
day was ably organised, as always,
by John Montague. John provides
counselling to individuals, couples
and families. He has taken on
himself this ministry to the parents
of gay and lesbian children. The
main speaker was Brother Gabe
McHugh C.F.C. He is a Christian
Brother, and has been an educator
for many years. Gabe is now on
the staff of Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish in Toronto. He counsels
people with AIDS and those who
care for them. It was a great joy to
have Fr. John Veltri S.J. at the day
of reflection and to hear his gentle
wisdom. John has directed retreats
for many years, and now lives at
Manresa. He provides spiritual
direction to gay and lesbian
Christians.

he day opened with a reading

of the story of the man born
blind. Then those attending
introduced themselves in turn,
sharing their stories about their
children and their concerns. We
were asked to tell how our gay
children reveal God'’s love for us
and also to share one blind spot we
have regarding our gay child.

Brother Gabe’s morning
presentation gently showed us how
various Church teachings on
marriage, on celibacy and on
homosexuality have adjusted over
the centuries in response to
changes in circumstances, science
and knowledge. Brother Gabe also
put the matter of homophobia into
historical perspective. Such fears
are rooted in our instinctive needs
relating to inheritance and land.

Following Brother Gabe'’s talk,
there were small and large group
discussions based on his
presentation.

Lunch was served in Manresa
Manor, an opportunity to renew
old acquaintances and to make
new ones.

After lunch, John reviewed the
handout package, which contained
“Always Our Children” and useful
resource materials. In his gentle
way, Brother Gabe’s afternoon
presentation explained the
Church’s teaching on the primacy
of conscience. Conscience is
God'’s voice talking deep inside us.
No person or institution takes
precedence over our conscience
and we have the obligation and
duty to follow what our conscience
tells us.

r. John celebrated the

Eucharist. Lavinia and | found
it particularly moving as Fr. John
suffers from multiple sclerosis and
has limited movement in his hands
and arms. He said Mass from his
wheelchair. He told us how, as a
younger man, he had to teach
himself to be sensitive to all people
when he became aware of his own
intolerance towards various
groups.

After Mass, there was a large
group closing discussion with
comments from the participants.

Lavinia and | both feel that our
attendance at the day of reflection
helps to remind us of how gifted
we are in our children and in each
other. Again we realise that God
speaks to us through our family,
our neighbours, our friends and our
fellow Christians.
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“Among...US states that have no
laws...specifically prohibiting
same sex marriages or civil
unions...the average divorce rate
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drop [for 2004 and the first 11
months of 2005] was 8.74%....
Among...US states that are most
opposed to same sex
marriage...the average divorce
rate...increased 1.75%....
Massachusetts will be among the
top ten states—or better—with the
largest drop in divorce rates in
America during 2004 and 2005.”

-- Christian Right Wrong on Gay Marriage
in Massachusett8ruce Wilson, 7-13-
2006,www.talk2action.org

* k k k k k%

“There is ample evidence to show
that children raised by same-
gender parents fare as well as those
raised by heterosexual parents.
More than 25 years of research
have documented that there is no
relationship between parents’
sexual orientation and any measure
of a child’s emotional,
psychosocial, and behavioral
adjustment. These data have
demonstrated no risk to children as
a result of growing up in a family
with 1 or more gay parents.
Conscientious and nurturing
adults, whether they are men or
women, heterosexual or
homosexual, can be excellent
parents. The rights, benefits and
protections of civil marriage can
further strengthen these families.”

-- “The Effects of Marriage, Civil Union,
and Domestic Partnership Laws on the
Health and Well-being of Children,” James
G. Pawelski et aRPediatrics July 6, 2006.

* k k k k%

Letter to the EditorRochester Democrat
& Chronicle, July 4, 2006

A June 29 letter writer, responding
to Deb Price's article ("Many
Catholics show support of gay
causes") writes that Catholics
"love the sinner, but hate the sin,
just as God does." Remembering
that we are all sinners, we suggest
instead that what Catholics do

(or should do) is to love the sinner,



but leave the judgment to

God. Consider, for example:
"Human beings see

the appearances, but the

Lord looks into the heart." [1
Samuel 16,7] Also: "Therefore
you have no excuse, whoever you
are, when you judge others; for in
passing judgment on another you
condemn yourself; because you,
the judge, are doing the very same
things." [Romans 2,1] And: "Do
not judge, so that you may not be
judged. For with the judgment you
make you will be judged, and

the measure you give will be the
measure you get." [Matthew 7,1-
2]

Casey & Mary Ellen Lopata
Rochester, NY

Sept 21 (Thurs)

Catholic Gay & Lesbian Family
Ministry sponsors th€atholic
Parents Rainbow Networkvhich
usually meets the 3rd Thursday of
each month from 7 to 9 PM at
Good Shepherd Catholic Church in
Henrietta, NY. Join other parents
for prayers, sharing, discussion,
and refreshments. NOTE: No
meetings in July or August. Info:
671-6796 or 244-4427, or email
cprnet@aol.com or
maob@rochester.rr.com.

Sept. 21-24, 2006

National Association of Catholic
Diocesan Lesbian & Gay
Ministries Conference St.

Francis CollegeBrooklyn, NY .
Conference hotel: New York
Marriott at the Brooklyn Bridge
(hotel conference rate: $159/night).

Plenary speakers are: J.A. Loftus,
S.J., pastor, Boston Jesuit Urban
Center; Susan Ross, feminist
theologian, Loyola University of
Chicago; Diana Hayes, systematic
theologian, Georgetown
University; and Joseph Sullivan,

Auxiliary Bishop l
E_merltus of the = ay
Diocese of Brooklyn. =

For registration info, email
office@nacdlgm.org or check
www.nacdlgm.org.

Sept. 29-Oct. 1

Catholic Parents Network
Workshop Retreat for
Lesbian/Gay Catholics, Parents,
and Pastoral Ministers Aston,
PA. Info: 301-277-5674 or
Www.newwaysministry.org.

Oct. 14

Retreat for Gay/Lesbian couples
Mercy Prayer CenteRochester,
NY). Info: Jim @ 585-520-1925
or Jean @ 585-244-3438, or
jgb4tun8family@aol.com

Nov. 3-5

Call To Action. Milwaukee, WI.
Includes a workshop by Mary
Ellen and Casey Lopata, and a
caucus for Catholic parents of
lesbian daughters and gay sons.
Info: 773-404-0004; cta@cta-
usa.orghttp://www.cta-usa.org

March 16-18, 2007

New Ways Ministry's Sixth
National Symposium --
Outward Signs: Lesbian/Gay
Catholics in a Sacramental Church.
Sheraton Bloomington Hotel,
Minneapolis, MN.
Plenary speakers include: Sr.
Margaret Farley, RSM, Bishop
Leroy Matthiesen, Fr. Richard
McBrien, Brian McNaught, and Sr.
Helen Prejean, CSJ.
Pre-Conference Workshop Day for
7

Parents and High School/College
Personnel with James Alison.

Info: New Ways Ministry, 4012
29th Street, Mt. Rainier, Maryland,
20712, (301) 277-5674,
NewWaysM@verizon.net.

hank you for your prayers and

support. Since our June
newsletter, 17 people and/or
groups contributed! We are
grateful for your support!!!

Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public
charity organization. Your
contributions are fully tax-
deductible.

Your donations help with efforts
like this newsletter and with
resources for ministers, parents,
and other family members.

ontributions to the Len

Szumiloski Memorial Fund
enable us to send Fortunate
Families resources, including our
book, Fortunate Families, and our
resource manuals, Seeds of Hope
and More Seeds, to pastoral
ministers who may not be able to
afford them. It also enables us to
purchase resources, books, CDs,
videos, and DVDs for use in
Fortunate Families ministry.

You can contribute by check or
charge, or by going to this link:
http://www.fortunatefamilies.com/
make_a_contribution.htm

Your prayers and support
strengthen our commitment to help
families with gay, lesbian, and
bisexual and transgender members
to know they are indeed fortunate
families



t the June 2006 Fortunate Families Board Meetingaig farewell, to board members Tom Ferrareserarsadlie

Muschal Reinhardt. Both Rosalie and Tom have gimest generously of their time and talent to Faaten
Families, from the very beginning. Even thougHormer board members, they have both graciouskyeapto be on our
Advisory Council, lending their creativity and dcl skills whenever we need them.

Jim Buckheit and Jean Kearse were re-elected @ skree-year terms and we welcomed new board nsmitre
Franczyk, Linda Karle-Nelson, and Tom Nelson.

Ann Franczyk resides in West Springfield, MA, witer husband Chet. Their son Mark came out in 1998 became
active in PFLAG’s Safe Schools program and hasapak numerous venues including high schools, gelieand
community forums. Ann and Chet have been gratdie8pringfield Bishop Timothy McDonnell's resporiegheir
starting an Alway©ur Childrenoutreach ministry with parents of LGBT persons arglenergized to continue this work.

Tom Nelson’s third child, Mark, is gay. Tom is@ls charter member of "Putting a Human

1

Face on Homosexuality," an educational seminaCiholic parishes,
and a member of Dignity, and Elephants in the lguRoom.

Linda Karle Nelson’s youngest child, John, is gajnda is active in
New Ways Ministry, Elephants in the Living Roomgdabignity Detroit.
She is the founder of "Putting a Human Face on Haxwoality," a panel
presentation given in churches to promote undedgigrof the lives

of GLBT persons and their families.

After being a widow for 16 years, Linda reestaldidla friendship with
Tom Nelson, a widower she knew at PFLAG. Tom aimdia were
married on May 27, 2006. They are currently cospplents of PFLAG
Detroit.

More extensive bios of all the board members caselea on the Fortunate Families web site.

L to R; Ann Franczyk, Harry Bronson (our attornel§an Kearse, Casey Lopata, Jim Buckheit, MarynBltspata, Bill Pickett,
Rosalie Muschal Reinhardt (advisory council), ToenrBrese (advisory council). Above: Tom Nelson kimdfla Karle-Nelson



