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“The church welcomes people with same-sex attrastamong its
worshippers.... The distinction is people who futlgat to the GLBT
lifestyle are not permitted to receive the sacratmen be the subject
of a prayer service that embraces that lifestyle.”

-- St. Paul/Minneapolis Archdiocese spokespers@mnis
McGrath, explaining why the Archdiocese forbadeJ8an of
Arc Parish from holding its annual gay pride praservice
this year. He said the service’s use of the deterihGBT”
was “not possible on church property.”

“Homosexuals, like everyone else, should not stiften prejudice
against their basic human rights. They have atrighrespect,
friendship and justice. They should have an actVein the
Christian community. Homosexual activity, howewasr,
distinguished from homosexual orientation, is migralrong....
Nonetheless, because heterosexuals can usuallfdosérd to
marriage, and homosexuals, while their orientatimmtinues, might
not, the Christian community should provide thespecial degree of
pastoral understanding and care.”

-- “To Live In Christ Jesus,” 1976, U.S. CatholitsBops.
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By Lourdes Rodriguez-Nogués, Vice-President, Bihf8A
April 12, 2008. Reprinted with permission.

When | came out to my mother, the first questiom sh
asked me was: “What about God?”

| think that what she really was asking was:
“Do you still love God?”

“Does God still love you?”

“Can you go to Mass? Would you?”

“Is God going to reject you?”

“Are you going to abandon God?”

My mother knew the position of the Church and a&s th
very good Catholic woman that she is, she was
expressing the conflict that she felt inside harhe
between her daughter and the Church, between Gbd an
the daughter that she loved.

| knew | would not be the one out, and | also krileat
my mother really did not have to choose. That was n
what God wanted for her or for me.

| reassured my mother that my heart was filled \atre
for God; and that | knew with all certainty thatdso
loved me and was delighted in the way | lived nfg.li
That was enough for her.

But | ask Pope Benedict:

“Why did the church put my mother in that
excruciatingly painful dilemma?”

“Was all that angst that my mother went through
necessary?”



“Did it serve and honor God?”
Really.

My mother and | did very well,

still do, and when my partner
Diane and | visit her in Puerto
Rico where she and my father now
live, we do go to Mass together.
She has been at Dignity/Boston
with us and she knows that God
loves me and that | have not
abandoned my faith.

But | know about other Latino men
and women whose stories do not
have such a happy ending.

Such unnecessary pain.

And again | ask you Pope
Benedict: “Does all this serve and
honor God?”

When Pope John Paul Il visited
Cuba several years ago, he said
that he had gone there to advocate
for the respect of human rights and
the freedom of religion. He went to
give hope to the Catholic faithful.

As a Cuban, | felt excited for the
visit and respected and admired the
Pope’s stance on human rights and
his decision to make the Cuban
government accountable.

What the Pope went to do in Cuba
is what | am doing here today:
Standing up to speak in defense of
human rights.

Today | call on Pope Benedict to
do what his predecessor did in
Cuba. Stand up for civil rights.

Take back the discriminatory and
hurtful language that you use to
talk about GLBT people.

Speak in a language of love and
inclusion like Jesus did.

Speak in support of the civil rights
of all people — including mine, a
Cuban Catholic lesbian, and all my
brothers and sisters who are gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender.

Que asi sea.

_ By Deb Price
May 5, 2008.
The Detroit News.

Reprinted with
permission.
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I ronically, we can feel the most
spiritually alive when we're
being battered by life's fiercest
storms.

For Gene Robinson, such storms
have struck twice:

First, when he could no longer
deny his homosexuality and
divorced his beloved wife. And
now, as the Anglican Communion
battles over the place of gay
people, a struggle that intensified
in 2003 when he was consecrated
as the nation's first openly gay
Episcopal bishop.

In the inspiring
"In the Eye of
the Storm:
Swept to the Cy
Center by - -
God," the New Hampshire bishop
tells what he's learned about
himself as a gay Christian and the
role he feels called to play in the
world's third-largest Christian
denomination.

"I am hopelessly in love with the
church. It feeds and sustains me,"
he told me. "l am committed to
helping change it from the inside,
holding my head up high."
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Robinson believes an engaged God
-- not a God "who dusted his hands
off and walked away into the
sunset"-- is challenging the church
to embrace those of us who're gay,
just as it was challenged over
earlier injustices.

He points to what Jesus told his
disciples on the night before his
death: "| still have many things to
say to you, but you cannot bear
them now. When the Spirit of
Truth comes, he will guide you
into all the truth" (John 16:12-13).

Robinson believes, "We are
literally seeing that (promise
fulfilled) now.

"The changes we've seen in our
understanding of the Scripture over
the 19 centuries since it was
written have happened through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit....
Things that seemed simply ‘the
way of the world'-- like slavery,
polygamy and the lower status of
women -- in retrospect seem like
examples of humankind's flawed,
limited and mistaken
understanding of God's will. Our
ability to better understand God's
will has improved with time,

prayer and reflection.”

Robinson's book is being released
as he prepares to step back into the
spotlight: In June, he and his
partner of 20 years, Mark Andrew,
will be joined in a New Hampshire
civil union, followed by a blessing
at their church.

In July, despite not being invited to
the once-a-decade Lambeth
Conference of bishops in England,
Robinson will go in unofficially to
give wary bishops "a chance to sit
with a self-affirming gay person of
faith," he says.

The events, he says, are linked: He
wants to ensure his partner has
legal rights under the civil union
law because "it's potentially



dangerous" for Robinson to attend the confererte. (
wore a bullet-proof vest at his consecration.)

Because religion is often entwined with anti-gay
attitudes, he believes "it's going to take religipeople
to undo that thinking and believing."

Gay-friendly allies aren't enough. Robinson urgagsg
who've left their place of worship to return, comg
and walk into the storm: "Instead of giving up arr o
religious communities, let's think about taking ttsiks
and bearing the burdens of transforming them."

Bishop Robinson's courageous life demonstrates the
spiritual rewards of refusing to run for cover duwy
conscience tells you that you mustn't flee thenstor

Reach Deb Price at (202) 662-8736 or dprice @ detrmws.

Parents at Denver 2008 GayPride Parade
/
By Kathleen Conneen

Four years ago, my husband, Drew, and | started a
Parents and Families Support Group at St Francis
Cabirini, our parish in Littleton, CO. Somewhat
reluctantly, but with shared challenge to "walk the
talk," our little group marched for the first tinme
Denver's GayPride Parade on Sunday, June 22, goinin
the local PFLAG group. Denver's weekend PrideFest i
reputed to be the 10th largest in the country witire
than 200,000 attending.

What an amazingly awesome experience we had!

At the parade start there were maybe 30 peopleein t
PFLAG group, but at the end we were so surprised to
realize that at least another hundred people haddo

the group as the parade passed! There were thausind
people along the route, often 5 or more deep aloag
curbs, and more on rooftops, balconies and in wisdo
Everyone was cheering, hollering, whistling, apgiag,

and yelling "thank you's"! It was a most emotional
experience, and all of us commented how glad we wer
to have sunglasses on to mask our tears.

Drew made a sign, "Hooray, Hooray, Our Son Is Gay!"
to express his feelings of the morning six years ag
when we left a short meeting with our former pastor
who was so positive and encouraging with us about o
son's coming out. Mine said, "Always Our Childremd
the name of our Cabrini Parents and Families Suppor
Group.

The parade route passes in front of the Cathedratav
the crowds seemed the deepest, way out into the
street. Among them were six or so protesters witeh
signs of condemnation. But their jeers were neghyed
the deafening cheers of the crowds surrounding them

It was such a fabulously uplifting experience of
affirmation that we will definitely participate aganext
year, and know others will join us once we shan ho
exhilarating it was.

We missed our son, Mike, who had recently moved to
Washington, DC, and knew he would have loved tehav
been there with us. He was quite surprised to la&rn
marched with no prompting from him, and told us how
proud he was of us and all the members of Cabrini's

group.
H

Ann & Chet Franczyk carrying banner at New York @iPride
Parade

The Fortunate Families 2007 Annual Report can »e
viewed on the Fortunate Families website
(http://www.fortunatefamilies.com/docs/2007%2C A
NNUAL.pdf). Thanks to your generous support, '
was a great year! Blessings!
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By David Masci, Senior Research Fellow,
Apr. 10, 2008. Reprinted with permission
of the Pew Forum on Religion and Public
Life. www.pewforum.org. Originally
posted at
http://pewforum.org/docs/?DoclD=288.
Copyright 2008 Pew Research Center.

The Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court ignited a nationwide
debate in late 2003 when it ruled
that the state must allow gay and
lesbian couples to marry. AlImost
overnight, same-sex marriage
became a major national issue,
pitting religious and social
conservatives against gay-rights
advocates and their allies. Over the
next year, the ensuing battle over
gay marriage could be heard in the
halls of the U.S. Congress, in
dozens of state legislatures and in
the rhetoric of election campaigns
at the national and state level.

The debate over same-sex
marriage shows no signs of
abating. In California, for instance,
a high-profile case challenging the
constitutionality of a state law
banning same-sex marriage was
argued before the state's highest
court in early March 2008, with a
decision expected by MdyA
similar suit is on the verge of being
decided by Connecticut's Supreme

,' Constitution State Court In
‘ _ ddition,
WMMEMHEM Iilorlioll(;nwill
' ~ hold a

referendum during the November
2008 election on a state
constitutional amendment that

would prohibit gay marriage.

Other states, such as Arizona and
Indiana, are considering putting
similar referenda on the November
ballot.

Supporters of same-sex marriage
contend that gay and lesbian
couples should be treated no
differently than their heterosexual
counterparts and that they should
be able to marry like anyone else.
Beyond wanting to uphold the
principle of nondiscrimination and
equal treatment, supporters say
that there are very practical
reasons behind the fight for
marriage equity. They point out,
for instance, that homosexual
couples who have been together
for years often find themselves
without the basic rights and
privileges that are currently
enjoyed by heterosexual couples
who legally marry -- from the
sharing of health and pension
benefits to hospital visitation
rights.

Social conservatives and others
who oppose same-sex unions
assert that marriage between a mar
and a woman is the bedrock of a
healthy society because it leads to
stable families and, ultimately, to
children who grow up to be
productive adults. Allowing gay
and lesbian couples to wed, they
argue, will radically redefine
marriage and further weaken it at a
time when the institution is already
in deep trouble due to high divorce
rates and the significant number of
out-of-wedlock births. Moreover,
they predict, giving gay couples
the right to marry will ultimately
lead to granting people in
polygamous and other
nontraditional relationships the
right to marry as well.

The American religious
community is deeply divided over
the issue of same-sex marriage.
The Catholic Church and
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evangelical Christian groups have
played a leading role in public
opposition to gay marriage, while
mainline Protestant churches and
other religious groups wrestle with
whether to ordain gay clergy and
perform same-sex marriage
ceremonies. Indeed, the ordination
and marriage of gay persons has
been a growing wedge between the
socially liberal and conservative
wings of the Episcopal and
Presbyterian churches, leading
some conservative congregations
and even whole dioceses to break
away from their national

churcheg.

Polls show
that
frequency

of worship
service
attendance
is a factor in the opposition to gay
marriage. According to an August
2007 survey by the Pew Forum on
Religion & Public Life and the
Pew Research Center for the
People & the Press, 55% of
Americans oppose gay marriage,
with 36% favoring it. But those
with a high frequency of church
attendance oppose it by a
substantially wider margin (73% in
opposition vs. 21% in favor).
Opposition among white
evangelicals, regardless of
frequency of church attendance, is
even higher -- at 81%. A majority
of black Protestants (64%) and
Latino Catholics (52%)also
oppose gay marriage, as do
pluralities of white, non-Hispanic
Catholics (49%) and white
mainline Protestants (47%). Only
among Americans without a
religious affiliation does a majority
(60%) express support.

However, a 2006 Pew survey
found that sizable majorities of
white mainline Protestants (66%),
Catholics (63%) and those without



a religious affiliation (78%) favor
allowing homosexual couples to
enter into civil unions that grant
most of the legal rights of marriage
without the title. The general
public also supports civil unions
(54% in favor vs. 42% in
opposition). As with gay marriage,
white evangelicals (66%), black
Protestants (62%) and frequent
church attenders (60%) stand out
for their opposition to civil

unions?

The same-sex
marriage debate
is not solely an
American
phenomenon.
Many countries,
especially in
Europe, have grappled with the
issue as well. And since 2001, four
nations -- the Netherlands,
Belgium, Spain and South Africa -
- have legalized gay marriage. In
addition, the provinces of Ontario,
British Columbia and Quebec in
Canada now allow same-sex
couples to legally marry.

The Debate Begins

Gay Americans have been calling
for the right to marry, or at least to
create more formalized
relationships, since the 1960s, but
same-sex marriage has only
emerged as a national issue in the
last 15 years. The spark that started
- ~ the debate came
iaw from Hawaii in
/H JALW/JAM | 1993 when the
MO state's Supreme
Court ruled that an existing law
banning same-sex marriage would
be unconstitutional unless the state
government could show that it had
a compelling reason for
discriminating against gay and
lesbian couples.

Even though this decision did not
immediately lead to the

legalization of gay marriage in the

state (the case was sent back to a
lower court for further
consideration), it did spark a
nationwide backlash. Over the next
decade, legislatures in more than
40 states passed what are generally
called Defense of Marriage Acts
(DOMAS), which define marriage
solely as the union between a man
and a woman. Today, 42 states
have DOMAs on the books. In
addition, in 1996 the U.S.
Congress passed, and President
Bill Clinton signed, a federal
DOMA that defines marriage for
purposes of federal law as the
union between a man and a
woman. The law also asserts that
no state can be forced to legally
recognize a same-sex marriage
performed in another state.

Beginning in the late 1990s,
Alaska, Nebraska and Nevada
amended their state constitutions to
prohibit same-sex marriage. These
constitutional changes were aimed
at taking the issue out of the hands
of judges. Conservatives, in
particular, feared that without
constitutional language specifically
defining marriage, many judges
would take it upon themselves to
read other constitutional provisions
broadly and "create" a right to
same-sex marriage.

Amid widespread efforts in many
states to prevent same-sex
marriage, there was at least one
notable victory for gay-rights
advocates during this
period. In 1999, the
Vermont Supreme
Court ruled that
gay and lesbian
couples are entitled to
all of the rights and protections
associated with marriage.
However, the court left it up to the
state legislature to determine how
to grant these rights to same-sex
couples. The following year, the

Vermont legislature approved a
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bill granting gay and lesbian
couples the right to form civil
unions. Under Vermont's law,
same-sex couples who enter into a
civil union accrue all the rights,
benefits and responsibilities of
marriage, though they are not
technically married.

The Goodridge Case and its
Aftermath

Although the debate over gay
marriage for a while seemed to
fade from the public eye, the issue
was suddenly and dramatically
catapulted back into the headlines
in November 2003 when the
highest state court in
Massachusetts ruled that the state's
constitution guaranteed gay and
lesbian couples the right to marry.
Unlike the Vermont high court's
decision four years earlier, the
ruling in this case, Goodridge v.

Massachusetts
Ty Department of
“413;\3;{ Public Health,
+ left the

¥ = legislature no

options, requiring it to pass a law
granting full marriage rights to
same-sex couplés.

In the days and weeks following
the 2003 Massachusetts decision,
some cities and localities --
including San Francisco, CA;
Portland, Ore.; and New Paltz,
N.Y. -- began issuing marriage
licenses to gay couples. Television
images of long lines of same-sex
couples waiting for marriage
licenses outside of government
offices led some social
conservatives and others to predict
that same-sex marriage would soon
be a reality in many parts of the
country. But these predictions
proved premature.

To begin with, all the marriage
licenses issued to gay couples
outside of Massachusetts were
later nullified since none of the



mayors and other officials
involved had the authority to grant
marriage licenses to same-sex
couples. More significantly, the
Massachusetts decision led to
another major
backlash at the i
federal and state =~ £=X
level. In the
U.S. Congress,
conservative
lawmakers, with
support from President Bush,
attempted to pass an amendment tg
the U.S. Constitution that would
have banned same-sex marriage
nationwide. But efforts to obtain

the two-thirds majority needed in
both houses to pass the amendmen
fell short in 2004 and again in
2006.

Gay-marriage opponents had better
luck at the state level, where voters
in 13 states passed referenda in
2004 amending their constitutions
to prohibit same-sex marriage. Ten
more states took the same step in
2005 and 2006, bringing the total
number of states with amendments
prohibiting gay marriage to 26. So
far, voters in only one state --
Arizona in 2006 -- have rejected a
constitutional ban on same-sex
marriage. And only New Mexico,
New York and Rhode Island have
no law either banning or allowing
gay marriage.

»

§

The same-sex marriage debate may
have had an impact on the outcome
of the 2004 presidential election.
0 Ohio, which in

2004 was holding

a referendum on a
constitutional ban
on gay marriage, was
the state that ultimately gave
President Bush the electoral votes
he needed to beat Sen. John Kerry.
Bush, who narrowly won the state,
opposed gay marriage and
supported a federal constitutional
amendment banning it. Kerry also

came out against gay marriage but
opposed the constitutional ban and
supported civil unions. It has been
noted that the president's share of
the black vote in Ohio (16%) was
more than his share of the black
vote nationwide (11%). Many
political analysts attribute Bush's
narrow victory in Ohio at least in
part to the fact that some pastors,
particularly black pastors, made
same-sex marriage a campaign
issue, prompting more of their
congregants to vote for Bush.

Most of the states that approved
constitutional amendments
banning gay marriage are in the
more socially conservative South
and Midwest. In more socially
liberal states, the cause for same-
sex marriage has fared somewhat
better. Since 2005, three
Northeastern states -- Connecticut,
New Hampshire and New Jersey --
have joined Vermont and passed
laws authorizing civil unions. In
addition, Maine, Oregon,
Washington state and California
have enacted domestic partnership
statutes that grant many,
though not all, the benefits
of marriage to
registered

f domestic
W partners. In
2006, the

California legislature also passed
legislation authorizing same-sex
marriage -- so far the only state
legislature to do so. But the
measure was vetoed by Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger, who said
that the issue was best left to the
courts.

But state high courts have, so far,
declined to follow Massachusetts'
lead and mandate same-sex
marriage. Indeed, in the last two
years, a number of top courts in
more socially liberal states --New
York, Washington state and
Maryland -- have rejected
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arguments in favor of gay unions.
Thus Massachusetts remains the
only state that allows same-sex
marriage; more than 10,000 gay
and lesbian couples have married
there since 2004.

The immediate future of the same-
sex marriage debate appears, to a
large degree, to mirror the recent
past. On one hand, gay-rights
advocates are now pushing for
court victories in California and
Connecticut. Editor's note: The
California Court ruled for same-
sex marriages--they began June
17]. Meanwhile, opponents are
looking to the November 2008
election, seeking to have
constitutional gay-
marriage bans

placed on the

ballot in as many

as 10 states, including
Arizona and IndianaHditor’s

note: A same-sex marriage ban is
on the ballot in Californif No

one knows how these various
efforts will ultimately end. But it is
a safe bet that the issue will likely
remain a part of the nation's
political and legal landscape for
years to come.

S>>

Find More Resources on Gay Marriage at
pewforum.org

Notes

1See FronGriswoldto Goodridge The
Constitutional Dimensions of the Same-Sex
Marriage Debate.

2See Religious Groups' Official Positions
on Gay Marriage.

3See: "Changing Faiths: Latinos and the
Transformation of American Religion,"
Pew Forum and Pew Hispanic Center,
conducted in 2006 and published in 2007.

4See A Stable Majority: Most Americans
Still Oppose Same-Sex Marriage.

5See Same-Sex Marriage: Redefining
Marriage Around the World.

6See FronGriswoldto Goodridge The
Constitutional Dimensions of the Same-Sex
Marriage Debate.



Stories make a differencel!

Did something you or someone you
know do or say make a positive
difference? Make someone more
empathetic—perhaps a family member
or priest or bishop or legislator or a
LGBT person? Please tell us aboutlit.
Your story might encourage others
whose stories might be exactly what
someone else needs to hear!
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Acceptance, a gay Catholic group
in Sydney, will host the workshop,
“Is there a place for gay and
lesbian youth in the Church” on
July 16 to coincide with World
Youth Day.

-- For more info:
Info@gaycatholicyouthforum.org.

The “Christian news service” of
the American Family Association
recently reported that “Tyson
Homosexual has run the fastest
100 meters in any conditions...”
Not liking the word “gay,” their
website automatically replaces
“gay” with “homosexual,” and

thus changing Tyson Gay’'s name.
-- Guardian of London, June 30, 2008

In 86 countries, gay and lesbian
people can be arrested simply for
being gay or leshian—and they

face execution in 10 of them.
-- thestar.com, June 25, 2008

The Social Security
Administration must recognize the

children of same-sex couples per a
June 17, 2008 ruling by the
Department of Justice.

-- advocate.com, June 19, 2008

In May, Sam Adams was elected
the mayor of Portland, OR—the

first openly gay person to lead one
of the nation’s 30 largest cities.

-- Washington Blade, June 13, 2008

A CBS News poll released in June
2008 reported that 58% of
Americans believe gay and lesbian
couples should be allowed to enter
into legally recognized
relationships, and 1/3 support
marriage for same-sex couples.

-- HRC Equally Speaking, June 17,
2008

The National Center for
Transgender Equality (NCTE) and
National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force in April 2008 released,
“Opening the Door to the Inclusion
of Transgender People: The Nine
Keys to Making Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender

Organizations Fully Transgender-
Inclusive.

-- DignityUSA Dateline, June 2008

A Field Poll survey conducted in
May 2008 found that 51% of
California voters believe same-sex

marriage should be legal, with
42% opposed.

In May 2008, Germany unveiled a
memorial to gay victims of the
Nazi regime. The memorial,
which includes an image of a
same-sex couple kissing, is in
Berlin which has a gay mayor.

-- AP, May 27, 2008

“They decided they were no longer
going to be secretive. That
touched my heart the most.”
That’s what Theresa Sayward said
about the letters from parents who
had kept quiet about their gay
children for years. The letters
were a response to Sayward, a
three-term New York State
Assembly Republican and
observant Roman Catholic in a
heavily Catholic district, who
spoke in support of a bill to
legalize same-sex marriage.

-- NY Times, May 12, 2008

In Sydney’s Gay
and Lesbian Mardi
Gras parade this March, members
of the military marched officially
for the first time after given
approval to do so by their
superiors.

-- news.com.au, Feb. 29 and Mar. 1,
2008

In June 2008, Norway adopted a
new marriage law that allows
homosexual persons to marry and
adopt children, and permits
lesbians to be artificially
inseminated. Norway is the 6th
country to grant homosexual
persons marriage equality with
heterosexual persons.

-- AFP (Oslo), June 11, 2008

Still getting this newsletter by U.S.
Postal delivery? You can reduce
our mailing costs (and folding anc
stuffing labor) if you request emai
notification of future newsletters
and download them from our
website. Thanks!
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Next Steps:

Developing

Catholic Lesbian/Gay Ministry,
Littleton, CO 80123 (suburb of
Denver) New Ways Ministry
program for pastoral ministers,
leaders of Catholic institutions,
and all interested in all aspects of
lesbian/gay ministry--individual
counseling, developing support
groups, empowering parents,
initiating educational programs.
Info: NewWaysM@verizon.net.

Sep 6 (Sat), 2008

Day of Reflection for Catholic
Parents of Lesbian Daughters

and Gay Sons and Family
Members. St. Matthew’s Parish,
8:30am to 4:30pm, followed by
Mass. Baltimore, MD.

Facilitators: Mary Ellen & Casey
Lopata. Info: ullzink@comcast.net
or mtimjones4@verizon.net.

Sep 18-21, 2008

NACDLGM Conference: Long
Beach, CA Plenary speakers:
Bishop Jaime Soto, coadjutor,
Diocese of

Sacramento;

Bishop Raul

Veray Lopez,

OP, Diocese

of Saltillo,

Mexico;

Teresa DeCrescenzo, Executive
Director and founder of Gay and
Lesbian Adolescent Social
Services; Sr. Fran Ferder, Co-
director of Therapy & Renewal
Associates, Seattle. Info:
www.nacdlgm.org.

Oct 3-5, 2008

New Ways Ministry
Workshop/Retreat for
Lesbian/Gay Catholics, Parents,
Pastoral Ministers and other
interested persons.Franciscan

Spiritual CenterAston, PA
(outside Philadelphia). Fr. James
Halstead, Facilitator. Info:
WwWw.newwaysministry.org.

Nov. 7-9, 2008

Call To Acton, Milwaukee, WI.
Frank DeBernardo and Jeannine
Gramick will lead the seminar—
Next Steps: Developing Catholic
Lesbian/Gay Ministry Programs.
They will also present a workshop,
as will Marianne Duddy-Burke.
Fortunate Families will facilitate
a caucus for
parents, and
have an
exhibit table.
Info:

www.cta-usa.org.
Feb. 27-Mar. 6, 2009

Sr. Jeannine Gramick LGBT-
friendly pilgrimage to El
Salvador: Land of Martyrs.
Contact: Sr. Jeannine Gramick at
301-864-3604 or
Gramick@juno.com.

Since our May newsletter, 39
people and/or groups contributed
to Fortunate Families. Thank you
so much for your commitment to
supporting our efforts!!!

A special thanks to the School
Sisters of Notre Dame for a $5K
grant to support our efforts to
form a network of “parent peer
listeners”!

Your donations enable us to
produce this newsletter and to
identify and produce resources for
ministers, parents, and others.

Contributions to the Len
Szumiloski Memorial Fund enable
us to send resources—including
the book, Fortunate Families, and
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resource manuals, Seeds of Hope
and More Seeds—to parents or
pastoral ministers who may not be
able to afford them.

Your prayers and support
strengthen our commitment to help
families with LGBT members to
know they are fortunate families.

You can contribute online at
www.fortunatefamilies.com/donate
.htm. There, you can also print a
form and send a check or charge.

Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public
charity organization. Contributions
are fully tax-deductible.
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