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·   Words to ponder 
·  Dear Pope … 
·  Ministry development opportunity 
·  Love within a family is what counts—Chester Franczyk 
·  Let’s Talk about Homosexuality—educational series  
·  Still dissenting after all these years–The Tablet 
·  For thousands of years–Chris Thomas 
·   Lost and found in the Catholic Church–CITY newspaper 
·  New items 
·  Calendar 
·  Thanks! 

��
����������	
�
“I think it's wrong for the government to discriminate against people 
because of that person's sexual orientation.  I think that gay men and 
women ought to have the same rights as heterosexual men and 
women—to make contracts, to have hospital visiting rights, to join 
together in marriage, and I don't understand why it is considered by 
some people to be a threat to heterosexual marriage to allow it by 
gays and lesbians.  Shouldn't we be promoting the kind of faithfulness 
and loyalty to one's partner regardless of sexual orientation?  
Because if we don't do that, then to that extent, you’re promoting 
promiscuity, you’re promoting all the problems that can result from 
promiscuity.  And the loyalty and love that two people feel for one 
another when they fall in love ought to be celebrated and 
encouraged, it shouldn’t be prevented by any form of discrimination 
in the law.” 

-- Al Gore on same-sex marriage in Current TV Internet 
video posted January 17, 2008. 
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 priest friend, when asked how one can influence 
the Pope with regard to some teaching or practice 

with which one disagrees, says, “Invite him to dinner.”  
The point being that the Pope needs to meet and listen to 
ordinary Catholic folks—people who would love the 
opportunity to share their experience of how such 
teachings or practices don’t reflect Jesus’ teaching and 
example when viewed from their perspective. 

“Dinner with the Pope?  Get real!” you 
say?  Okay, that’s not likely to happen. 
However, New Ways Ministry is 
offering perhaps the next best thing.  
New Ways invites you to imagine 
what it would be like to have “A 
Few Minutes with the Pope”—and 
to write what you would say to him if you had the 
chance. 

Would you tell him about your experience of the 
Church?  About your LGB or T daughter or son?  About 
your relationship with God?  About your hopes for the 
future?  Here’s your chance. 

New Ways will collect these accounts 
and personally deliver them to the 
Vatican Embassy in Washington DC a 
few days before Pope Benedict arrives 
for his April 15-20 U.S. visit. 

Keep your account under a 1000 
words, and send your contribution via email to 
NewWaysM@Verizon.net or postal mail to New Ways 
Ministry, 4012 29th Street, Mt. Rainier, MD 20712 by 
March 15, 2008. 
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That’s the percentage of 
Catholic parents with LGBT 

daughters or sons willing to work 
with others to start a Catholic 
parents support group (based on 
parents who responded to the 
question in the Fortunate Families 
Parents Voice Project 2006 
survey). 

If you are one of these parents, or 
anyone else interested in 
lesbian/gay ministry, come to 
Ossining, NY, May 30-June 1, for 
“Next Steps: Developing Catholic 
Lesbian/Gay Ministry.” 

Sponsored by New Ways Ministry, 
this weekend program is open to 
people involved in all aspects of 
lesbian/gay ministry:  individual 
counseling, developing support 
groups, empowering parents, 
initiating educational programs."  

The weekend will not offer a 
particular model, but will provide a 
process for folks to develop their 
own ideas into 
action steps 
and strategic 
plans.  The 
weekend 
process is 
flexible enough to 
accommodate all aspects of 
lesbian/gay ministry. 

The registration fee is $165 (before 
May 1st).  You can get a brochure 
and registration form by emailing 
NewWaysM@Verizon.net or 
calling 301-277-5674. 
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Letter to the Editor in The Republican, 
Springfield (MA) Feb. 3, 2008 
  

n response to the letter “Every 
child deserves a mom and a 

dad” in the January 29th issue of 
The Republican: 
Yes! How did we as a society 
become so callous?  As William 
Glenn, a licensed psychotherapist 
and former Jesuit writes: 

“Society projects the enormity 
of its unconscious sexual 
shadow—its desires, fears and 
taboos—onto gay persons.  It 
stigmatizes, scapegoats, labels 
as degenerate, makes laws 
against, violates both the 
dignity and humanity of, and 
demands (as cultures do of their 
scapegoats) that gay people 
bear its oppressive burdens.” 

I have practiced 
Pediatrics in the 
Pioneer Valley 
for over 25 years.  
During this time, 
I have had the 
distinct pleasure of caring for the 
children of same-sex couples. 
These couples have the same 
concerns and aspirations for their 
children as do their heterosexual 
counterparts, face the same 
challenges and provide their 
children with the same 
unconditional love needed for 
them to grow and thrive.  My 
personal experience is 
corroborated by the evidence 
obtained in research done on same 
sex parenting starting in the late 

70’s.  This research serves as the 
basis for the policy statement of 
my primary professional 
organization, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. In the 
February 2002 edition of the 
journal Pediatrics it is stated that:  

“children who grow up with 
one or two gay and/or lesbian 
parents fare as well in 
emotional, cognitive, social and 
sexual functioning as do 
children whose parents are 
heterosexual. Children’s 
optimal development seems to 
be influenced more by the 
nature of the relationships and 
interactions within the family 
unit rather than by the 
particular structural form it 
takes.” 

Similarly the American 
Psychological Association in a 
summation of research findings 
concludes that the mental health, 
coping skills, peer relations or 

general 
maturation 
process of 
children of 
gay parents is 
not 

significantly impacted by their 
parents’ sexual orientation. In fact, 
perhaps not surprisingly, their 
children have been found to be 
more tolerant of differences and 
diversity. 

Rather than emphasizing the 
structure or form a family takes, let 
us emphasize what truly counts, 
that is the love found within! Yes, 
it is true that ALL persons are 
entitled to their inalienable rights 
of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness, and this includes all 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender persons and their 
families. 
 
Dr. Chester F. Franczyk 

West Springfield, MA 01089 
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eb. 25 marks the posting of the 
final installment of the 8-week 

educational series on the Fortunate 
Families web site.  This 
copyrighted series may be 
downloaded and printed for 
personal reading or for use in 
discussion or support groups.  

Let’s Talk about Homosexuality 
attempts to raise awareness and 
promote understanding and 
discussion among Catholics and 
others concerned with the impact 
of homosexuality on family and 
faith life. 

Weeks 1 and 2 respond to 
common questions about 
homosexuality from scientific, 
social and family perspectives. 

Weeks 3 and 4 are titled “Putting 
a Human Face on Homosexuality” 
and feature the personal stories and 
struggles of gay men, lesbians and 
their parents. 

Week 5 presents the official 
teaching of the Church. 

Week 6 introduces “other Catholic 
voices” addressing moral and 
pastoral considerations and 
includes a discussion on the 
subject of individual conscience. 

Week 7 features discussion by 
prominent Catholic individuals on 
the most significant documents 
issued by the Vatican on the 
subject of homosexuality. 

Week 8, the final week, continues 
the discussion of pastoral matters, 
touching on several key 
theological and biblical questions 
on Catholic minds today. 
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Extracted with permission from The Tablet 
Interview, 12 January 2008 

The Tablet: The International Catholic 
Weekly (London, England) 
 (http://www.thetablet.co.uk) 

As a monk who, at 90, can claim a 
reasonable degree of acquaintance with 
both God and the Church, Sebastian 
Moore is well placed to question where the 
latter might be mistaken, in the eyes of the 
former. He talks to Theo Hobson 

ebastian Moore OSB chose a 
good way of reminding the 

world that he’s still going strong: 
combining his ninetieth birthday 
party last month with a book 
launch. … This 
Benedictine monk has 
been rather a maverick 
since the Sixties, and 
this spirit is utterly 
undimmed.  His new book, The 
Contagion of Jesus: doing theology 
as if it mattered, is animated by a 
very distinctive voice: lively, 
frank, impatient of humbug. There 
is a real sense of excitement, of 
hope for Christian renewal: “We 
need a new Pentecost. If the 
Church came alive again in the 
Spirit, the New Age would begin 
to look very old hat… ‘Come, 
Holy Spirit!’, we piously pray. I 
wonder what would happen if she 
did!” … 

In Liverpool he began to question 
aspects of Church teaching. “In the 
early Sixties I totally accepted the 
Church’s line on sex.  I was more 
interested in other issues – in a 
way I’m lazy, intellectually: I only 
worry about things that worry me. 
In Liverpool a brilliant young 

priest, Paddy Fitzpatrick, 
radicalised me on birth control. We 
formed a group of people – 
professionals, a few priests – we 
became known by The Guardian as 
‘the Northern Rising’. We wrote a 
paper on the issue of contraception 
that we sent to Rome – it turned 
out to be one of hundreds, all 
pressing for change. And it seemed 
as if this reform was imminent, 
and then at the last minute the 
pope [Paul VI] went into reverse.” 

For Catholics, of course, the liberal 
moment was underpinned by 
Vatican II. Did the 
Second Vatican 
Council feel like a 
revolution?  “It 
was a profound 
change, and something that 
couldn’t be gone back on. It was a 
burst of optimism – a sense that 
this old Church had enormous 
resources of potential. It helped me 
to see Catholic faith as an 
awakening of experience to our 
deepest roots, and cultural roots. I 
don’t agree with the view that 
everything said at Vatican II was 
simply corroborating what was 
there before – I think it was also a 
glimpse of something that could 
be.  There’s now a tendency to 
downplay that.” 

His [Moore’s] time in Liverpool 
seems to have instilled a 
restlessness in him, for in the next 
two decades he mostly taught in 
American universities. His 
academic work was particularly 
influenced by the Canadian Jesuit 
theologian Bernard Lonergan, 
whom he knew well. He was very 
popular with students, many of 
whom have kept in touch with 
him.  And his thought still attracts 
academic interest (a Spanish 
academic called Teresa Messias is 
currently writing a thesis on his 
understanding of the concept of 
desire). 
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His dissenting views on sex did not 
abate; in fact they grew stronger, 
especially since the late Nineties, 
when he came across the work of 
James Alison, and agreed that the 
Church’s teaching on 
homosexuality cried out for 
reform.  Alison also alerted him to 
the work of the Catholic 
anthropologist Réné Girard, who 
argues that all human violence can 
be boiled down to the practice of 
scapegoating, and that Christianity 
is the unique cure for this. In his 
new book Moore accuses the 
Church’s teaching of colluding in 
the scapegoating of homosexuals, 
and also of disdaining femininity 
(here he is influenced by the work 
of Tina Beattie). 

But doesn’t he feel that he’s in a 
contradictory position, as an 
ordained member of the Church 
who is so opposed to a large aspect 
of its teaching? “Well, I simply 
point out the difficulties in the 

position. If you look 
at the Catechism on 
homosexuality it’s 
very interesting – 
they repeat the 

official position but they start by 
saying, ‘We don’t know what it is, 
we know that it is not chosen’ – 
and then there’s what I call the 
‘nevertheless’ clause: nevertheless 
the teaching stands. It just isn’t a 
solid teaching.” Is the Church 
capable of the sort of re-thinking 
he demands? “It’s very difficult for 
this vast, humongous worldwide 
institution to re-think, but the irony 
is, if you compare the situation in 
Anglicanism, that the Catholic 
Church is in theory more able to 
rethink, because it’s less tied to 
Scripture. Instead it has to ask: ‘is 
homosexuality unnatural, inhuman, 
against the natural law?’” 

Has his difficulty with church 
teaching ever led him to question 
the very concept of institutional 

orthodoxy, to think that it has a 
dark side? “Well, theologians are 
rather accommodating creatures. 
Karl Rahner, for instance, is a very 
orthodox theologian, but he says 
somewhere that there is a dark side 
to the intellectual history of the 
Church – that it has crucified 
people on absolutes that have 
turned out not to be absolutes. And 
that certainly is still there in 
relation to sexual teaching.” 

A point he makes strongly in the 
book is that the Church’s view of 
sexuality is distorted by the 
enforced celibacy of the 
priesthood.  “The celibate 
priesthood has clearly got to go,” 
he tells me. “That is an emerging 
point of view.  Celibacy’s basically 
a monastic thing, but the 
priesthood is a ministry. To put it 
simply, Pope Gregory VII 
monasticated the entire secular 
clergy. It’s been very 
counterproductive to wed these 
two elements together – to make 
celibacy the condition of this job. 
Celibacy makes sense in a 
community – of course we don’t 
tuck up together in pairs, after 
Compline.” 

Another of Moore’s passions is a 
very simple form of prayer called 
“focusing”, which is perhaps 
influenced more by Buddhism than 

Christianity: it consists 
of emptying one’s 
mind, confronting any 
lurking anxieties 
head-on, which shuts 
them up, and being 

aware of one’s body. Then, with 
luck, a spiritual insight will “pop 
up”. I had tried this the previous 
day, and to my great surprise it 
seemed to work.  … 

Theo Hobson is a writer and author. The 
Contagion of Jesus by Sebastian Moore is 
published by Darton, Longman and Todd 
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By Christine Thomas, Madison, WI 

aving a daughter who came 
out to her parents as lesbian 

13 years ago, I’ve had many years 
to inform myself on LGBT issues 
and to ponder the question of why 

our Roman Catholic 
Church has such 
difficulty valuing its 
baptized LGBT 

members in the totality of their 
personhood.  

LGBT men and women are clearly 
being called to committed love 
relationships, just as straight 
people are, and current psychology 
tells us they are totally capable of 
entering into such covenants and 
of raising children.  In these times 
of high divorce rates and 
promiscuity, the Church should be 
doing all it can to support 
committed love.   

LGBT people who adopt – often 
the older and hard-to-place 
children – are told by their Church 
that they are “doing violence” to 
these children. 

The gay church organist is let go.  
The religious ed teacher 
who is to be honored 
for her many years of 
leadership finds her 
award ceremony 
canceled.    

Our Church is experiencing a 
critical shortage of priests, yet 
there are LGBT people hearing the 
call to priestly ministry.  They are 
being turned away from seminary 
formation programs, and those gay 
priests who currently minister must 

H 
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remain closeted in fear and often 
self-reproach. 

Is God’s Spirit using these hard 
times to bring the Church closer to 
what Jesus had in mind? Do I hear 
God’s Spirit calling the Church to 
something new?  I believe that the 
Spirit can take what has long been 
considered “truth,” shine a new 
light on it, and bring God’s people 
into a place of deeper truth.  
Consider the following two 
scenarios: 

OR THOUSANDS OF 
YEARS, the Jewish people felt 

that they had been exalted in God’s 
eyes above the gentiles.  Gentiles 
put foods into their bodies that 
were “abominable” and followed 
none of the other holiness codes.   
Gentiles were not welcome to 
enter the temple because they were 
“unclean.”  Peter, the leader of 
Jesus’ little band of followers and 
a faithful Jew, felt 

strongly that 
gentile 
believers 

should follow 
the Jewish dietary codes and be 
circumcised.   

But then, as recorded in Acts 11, 
Peter tells of having a vision and 
hearing God’s voice tell him to eat 
“unclean” food.  “Certainly not, 
Lord: nothing profane or unclean 
has ever crossed my lips.  A 
second time the voice spoke from 
heaven, ‘What God has made 
clean, you have no right to call 
profane.’  This was repeated three 
times.”  Peter goes on to say “I 
realized then that God was giving 
them (the gentiles) the identical 
thing he gave to us when we 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ; 
and who was I to stand in God’s 
way?”   

God’s Spirit had shone a new light 
on the early Church and now Jews 

and gentiles were equally welcome 
to live the full Christian life – this, 
despite the fact that the gentiles 
could remain true to who they 
were, eating the “unclean” foods 
and not having to undergo 

circumcision.  
In God’s eyes, 
both groups of 
early 
Christians, 

Jews and gentiles, were called to 
participate in full membership, 
with one group never to be 
demeaned by the other. 

OR THOUSANDS OF 
YEARS, heterosexual people 

have felt exalted in God’s eyes 
above lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people.  Gay people 
touch body parts that make their 
acts of love “an abomination.”  
Transgender people may have their 
body parts surgically altered to 
match their gender identity.  LGBT 
people have been shunned by 
society, Scripture has been given a 
very narrow interpretation, and 
baptized Catholic LGBT folk have 
been denied the Sacraments of 
Marriage and, recently, of Holy 
Orders.   

But now God’s 
Spirit seems to 
be calling out to 
society and to 

the Church to take a fresh look at 
what it means to be LGBT.  
Psychologists affirm that being 
LGBT is a normal variation of 
being human.  Many LGBT people 
are sharing their stories and telling 
us that their lived experience is 
much like that of heterosexuals.  
They attend school, work at their 
jobs, fall in love and want to 
marry, and even experience the 
call to ministry.   

I believe that God’s Spirit is 
shining a new light on the twenty-
first century Church and now 

straight and LGBT people are to be 
equally welcome to live the full 
sacramental life – this, despite the 
fact that LGBT people can remain 
true to who they are, expressing 
their love and their identity in 
ways different from heterosexuals.  
In God’s eyes, both straight and 
gay people are called to participate 
in full membership, with one group 
never to be demeaned by the other. 

Throughout history the Jewish 
“Chosen People” and the 
heterosexual majority have felt a 
sense of entitlement.  
Overwhelmingly, this has been 
rooted in a narrow reading of 

Scripture and 
the idea that 
the superiority 

of one group of 
people over another has been 
ordained by God.  I believe, then, 
that only God can bring the 
wisdom needed to change our 
hearts and minds.   

If we look to the early Church as 
our example, we see that God’s 
Spirit revealed to Peter that the 
gentile believers were to be 
received as full members in the 
Church, without the requirement to 
change their diet or to be 
circumcised.  This fills me with 
hope that the Spirit is also working 
in our time to bring our Church 
leaders into a deeper understanding 
of what it means to be human, so 
that all baptized LGBT members 
may be received into full 
membership in the Church, 
without the requirement for 
lifelong celibacy, and with access 
to all of the Sacraments.   

May the Spirit shine 
a new light on us all 
and bring us to 
deeper truth.  As 
Peter’s experience 
would teach us “Who are we to 
stand in God’s way?” 

F F 
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By Tim Louis Macaluso, Feb. 5th, 2008.  
Reprinted with permission of CITY 
newspaper, Rochester, NY 
(http://www.rochestercitynewspaper) 

hen their eldest son, Jim, 
came out in the early 1980's, 

Mary Ellen and Casey Lopata had 
three main concerns: his health and 
well-being, how their other 
children would respond, and how 
to reconcile their 
son's sexuality with 
their faith. The 
Lopatas are Roman 
Catholics.  

"Our faith means a 
lot to us," says 
Mary Ellen. "There 
were some tears, 
but there was never a thought of 
rejecting him. But then there was 
the church. And the question was: 
how do we handle this?" 

It was a question that ultimately 
led the Lopatas, in 2004, to create 
Fortunate Families, an educational 
and networking group that works 
with Catholic parents of gay 
children through online forums and 
workshops. 

The Lopatas say they were 
"closeted Catholic parents" for 
nine years, until they attended a 
religious conference in the early 
90's. There they met other 
Catholics who shared some of their 
concerns about the church's views 
on sexuality. In 1992, the Lopatas 
helped form the Catholic Gay and 
Lesbian Family Ministry, which, at 

that time, presented educational 
forums on sexual orientation to 
parents and family members. "We 
were not part of the diocese, but 
we were sort of loosely affiliated 
with it," says Mary Ellen. "Our 
very first forum was out in 
Mendon. It was the foggiest night 
for driving, and when we finally 
got there, only one person came." 

Gradually, the 
forums drew 
about 200 people, 
she says. 

"Sometimes people were hesitant 
about sharing their stories in front 
of the whole room, but after the 
presentation, they would come up 
and talk about members of their 
families who had come out," says 
Casey. "Often parents were very 
upset about the Vatican's position 
on homosexuality. They weren't 
concerned about whether their kids 
would stay with the Catholic 
Church. Parents were more 
concerned about whether they 
wanted to stay with the church." 

Reaction in the Catholic 
community was mostly positive, 
says Mary Ellen. Nuns, priests, and 
bishops who had a gay family 
member were the people who 
offered the most encouragement, 
she says.  

"If you look at Jesus's teachings, 
he tells us to love God, and love 
your neighbor as you love 
yourself," Casey says. "I don't 
think Jesus would disapprove of 
what we're doing." 

As conservative as the Catholic 
Church is, the Lopatas say, it has 
changed its views on other 
teachings that were once widely 
accepted. 

The church, says Casey, once 
taught that the purpose of marriage 
was for the creation and education 

of children, "and we 
think of marriage in 
much broader terms 
than that today." 

"We're trying to change attitudes 
through participation and 
engagement," he says.  

The forums and workshops offered 
by Fortunate Families are very 
basic, Mary Ellen says.  

"When our son came to us, we 
didn't know a lot. Sex wasn't talked 
about back then. People know a lot 
more today, but there's still 
difficulty talking about it. And we 
just want people to think with their 
hearts," she says. "When you know 
your son is a gay person, he 
deserves the same love and 
affirmation as your other children 
do." 

In addition to their concerns about 
their Catholic faith and their child's 
sexuality, parents have another 
worry - what Mary Ellen calls "lost 
expectations." 

"As parents, you naturally think 
about your children getting 
married and grandchildren," she 
says. "And when you live with 
those expectations and your child 
tells you that those things might 
not happen, you grieve those lost 
expectations.”  Currently, 
Fortunate Families is offering an 
eight-week online workshop called 

"Let's Talk about 
Homosexuality." It 
is divided into three 
sections: questions 
and scientific 

perspectives, families and their 
personal stories, and moral 
considerations. 

"We have to remember that it's not 
just the church's views we're 
changing," says Mary Ellen. "It's 
our views. It's us. We are the 
church." 

W 
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· �Letter in January 7, 2008  
StatesmanJournal [Salem, OR]�

Gay relationships don't affect mine 
 
I can't understand how a gay 
couple who chose to get married is 
going to affect my marriage. 

We have been married 54 years. 
We lived across from a gay couple, 
we have friends who are gay, we 
have worked with gay people and 
never once have I considered 
getting a divorce! What is the 
connection? 

I don't like oysters, some people 
do. Some of my friends dye their 
hair, I don't. Some don't go to 
church, I do. Diversity makes the 
world a more interesting place. 

If anything, the fact that gay 
couples want to get married 
reinforces the importance of 
marriage and a permanent 
relationship. As far as having 
children, our world would be less 
impacted if we had fewer people. 

If you are worried about not 
enough people, then stop all wars. 
The least we can do is grant gays a 
legal union and give them the same 
rights as married couples. Please 
use your common sense. 

-- Lela Jackson, Salem 

          

·  According to HRC’s Equally 
Speaking 1-17-08 morning news 
webcast: 

“New research conducted by a 
University of Utah professor 
shows that bisexuality in women is 
a distinct orientation and not a 
temporary stage. The research 

followed 79 non-heterosexual 
women for a decade and found that 
bisexual women continue to be 
attracted to both sexes over time. 
The study also debunks the notion 
that bisexual women can’t commit 
to monogamous relationships 
because of desire for the other 
gender.” 

          

·   A Jan. 11, 2008 Open Letter to 
the GLBT Community from 
Central Erie Deanery leaders of 
Episcopal congregations in Buffalo 
NY: 

“We leaders of Episcopal 
congregations in Buffalo want to 
offer our apology and ask 
forgiveness from the Lesbian Gay 
Bisexual and Transgender 
community. For centuries the 
institutional church and organized 
religion have slandered, tortured, 
disenfranchised and sometimes 
murdered members of the 
community. We ask forgiveness 
for using our Sacred Scriptures to 
wrongly justify hatred, bigotry, 
prejudice and violence against 
those of different affectional 
orientation and gender 
identification, both in the past and, 
unfortunately, still today.  

As leaders of congregations, some 
of us openly gay and lesbian, we 
are humbled and vow to use our 
influence to change not only our 
religions but our laws that seek to 
marginalize the GLBT community. 
If you would like to seek an 
organized religion, we would urge 
you to attend as many different 
denominations and spiritual paths 
as you can. There are several that 
will welcome you. If you wish to 
seek an Episcopal Church, those of 
us listed below promise a 
welcoming and loving community 
for you, and/or your partner and 
your children.”  

          

·  According to the HRC 2/1/08 
webcast of “Equally Speaking”: 

“A memorial to gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender Nazi 
victims is under construction in 
Berlin, Germany.  The memorial 
will be located in Berlin’s 
Tiergarten Park, across from the 
Memorial to the Murdered Jews of 
Europe.  The memorial is expected 
to cost $890,000.” 

          

·  March 4, the California Supreme 
Court will hear oral arguments in a 
case brought by 15 same-sex 
couples challenging the exclusion 
of same-sex couples from 
marriage.  Earlier, a Circuit Court 
judge ruled that exclusion violated 
the California constitution, but the 
Court of Appeals reversed that 
ruling in a 2-1 vote. 

          

·  An employment tribunal found 
the Church of England Diocese of 
Hereford (Wales) guilty of 
unlawful discrimination against a 
gay youth worker who was refused 
a job even though interviewers 
said he was the best candidate.  In 
a 2-hour interview, Bishop 
Anthony Priddis questioned John 
Reaney on his previous gay 
relationship.  Reaney’s lawyers 
argued a heterosexual person 
would not have been subject to the 
same level of “intrusive 
questioning.”  The tribunal said the 
bishop discriminated on the 
grounds of sexual orientation; he 
should have considered only the 
present lifestyle of Reaney, who is 
single, and not speculated about 
potential future relationships.  
Bishop Priddis has to undergo 
equal opportunities training,  The 
Diocese has to pay � 47,000 
compensation, mostly for future 
loss of wages/pension, and 
psychiatric injury and injury to 
feelings. 
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·  Two new and recommended 
DVDs: 

-Anyone and Everyone, 57 
minutes, available for $13.95 at 
www.ironzeal.com.  Connected by 
having a son or daughter who is 
gay, parents across the country 
discuss their experiences in this 
documentary.  The film depicts 
families from all walks of life.  
Individuals from such diverse 
origins as Japanese, Bolivian, and 
Cherokee; as well as religions such 
as Mormon and Catholic share 
intimate accounts of how their 
children revealed that they’re 
homosexual and discuss their 
responses.  The parents also talk 
about struggling with the pain their 
sons and daughters have dealt 
with, such as not being accepted 
by relatives and/or friends and 
being ostracized by religious 
congregations. 

-for the Bible tells me so, 98 
minutes, available for $18.71 at 
www.forthebibletellsmeso.org.  
Does God really condemn loving 
homosexual relationships?  Is the 
chasm separating Christianity from 
gays and lesbians too wide to 
cross?  Is the Bible an excuse to 
hate?  This award-winning 
documentary brilliantly reconciles 
homosexuality and Biblical 
scripture—and reveals that 
religious anti-gay bias is based 
almost solely upon a 
misrepresentation of the Bible.  
Through the experiences of five 
very normal Christian, American 
families—including those of 
former House Majority Leader 
Richard Gephardt and Episcopal 
Bishop Gene Robinson—we 
discover how people of faith 
handle the realization of having a 
gay child or family member.  
Offering healing, clarity and 
understanding to anyone caught in 
the crossfire of scripture and 

sexual identity, this landmark film 
“boldly takes on a loaded topic and 
examines it both intellectually and 
emotionally: the result may well 
leave you blinking away a few 
tears.”  (Seattle Times) 

          

 

Linda Karle Nelson and Tom Nelson at 
Fortunate Families exhibit table at 
Creating Change Conference in Detroit, 
Feb. 6-10, 2008 

 

*��	���
�
 

May 23-25, 2008 

New Ways Ministry Retreat for 
lesbian/gay Catholics, parents, 
pastoral ministers, and interested 
individuals.  Racine, WI.  
Presenter: Anthony Gittins, CSSp.  
Info: NewWaysM@verizon.net or 
301-277-5674. 

May 30-Jun 1, 2008 

Next Steps: Developing Catholic 
Lesbian/Gay Ministry, Ossining, 
NY.  New Ways Ministry program 
for pastoral ministers, leaders of 
Catholic institutions, and all 
interested in all aspects of 
lesbian/gay ministry--individual 
counseling, developing support 
groups, empowering parents, 
initiating educational programs.  
Info: NewWaysM@verizon.net. 

June 21 (Sat), 2008 

Day of Reflection for Catholic 
Parents of Lesbian Daughters 

and Gay Sons, Toronto, Ontario.  
Fr. Foliot S.J. Facilitator. Contact: 
John Montague 416-523-6449 

Sep. 18-21, 2008 

NACDLGM Conference: Long 
Beach, CA.  Plenary speakers 
include: Bishop Jaime Soto, 
coadjutor Bishop of the Diocese of 
Sacramento; Teresa DeCrescenzo, 
Executive director and founder of 
Gay and Lesbian Adolescent 
Social Services; Sr. Fran Ferder, 
Co-director of Therapy & Renewal 
Associates, Seattle.  Info: 
www.nacdlgm.org. 

 
 

Since our January newsletter, 24 
people and/or groups contributed to 
Fortunate Families.  Thank you so 
much for your commitment to 
supporting our efforts!!! 

Your donations help with this 
newsletter and with resources for 
ministers, parents, and others. 

Contributions to the Len 
Szumiloski Memorial Fund enable us 
to send resources—including our 
book, Fortunate Families, and our 
resource manuals, Seeds of Hope and 
More Seed—to parents or pastoral 
ministers who may not be able to 
afford them. 

Your prayers and support 
strengthen our commitment to help 
families with LGBT members to know 
they are fortunate families. 

You can contribute online by 
going to this link: 
http://www.fortunatefamilies.com/
donate.htm.  There, you can also 
print a form and send a check or 
charge. 

 
Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public 
charity organization. Contributions 
are fully tax-deductible. 
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