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·   65 million reasons to be thankful – Sotelo 
·  Dear Bishop … continued – Staudenmaier, and Word 
·  A step toward ‘a more perfect union’ – Price  
·  Remarkable people, powerful stories – Frett 
·  Catholic LGBT ministries address a particular need— Often 

with the involvement of PFLAG parents – Furlong 
·  Did you know…??? / Calendar / Thanks! 
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""Waiting for the Vatican or the bishops to act, or blaming them for 
doing it the wrong way, won't cut it.  It's the ultimate in clericalism to 
believe that everything in the church depends upon its clergy, or that 
nothing useful can be done until Rome turns over a new leaf.  Such a 
position misreads both the theory and the practice of how change in 
the church works.  When everything else is stripped away, the core 
responsibility of the hierarchy is to ensure that when Christ returns 
the faith will still be found upon the earth.  By definition, in many 
ways, this is a conservative cautious, defensive role.  To also expect 
the hierarchy to be the primary 'change agent' in Catholicism, the 
chief source of its vision and new energy, is both unfair and 
unrealistic.  To borrow a sports metaphor, it's akin to expecting your 
defense to score all your points.  When a bishop comes along who's a 
visionary, one should receive it as a grace, but to expect it as the 
normal course of events is a prescription for heartburn.  In reality, 
change in Catholicism typically percolates at the grass roots and is 
then subject to a long period of theological and spiritual discernment 
at multiple levels, well before it is ever ratified and assimilated by the 
hierarchy."  

 -- John L. Allen, Jr., from "The Future Church: How Ten 
Trends Are Revolutionizing the Church" (Doubleday, 2009), quoted 
in an excerpt in the Oct. 30, 2009 National Catholic Reporter, p.23. 
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Bishops struggling to promote their narrow vision of 
marriage  

By Nicole Sotelo  Nov. 27, 2009  

Printed with permission of the National Catholic Reporter, 
which can be found online at www.ncronline.org. 

This Thanksgiving comes one week after the United 
States bishops released a document that, among other 
things, condemned same-gender marriage and three 
weeks after the bishops helped defeat marriage equality 
in Maine. Friends often ask how I remain Catholic. I 
respond that there are millions of reasons that I am 
thankful to be a Catholic—and not a Catholic bishop. 

On Nov. 3, Maine suffered a profound setback in 
its march towards marriage equality for its state’s 
citizens. The loss came after Maine’s Catholic 
diocese waged a lengthy and costly battle 

against the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people to have the same legal 
protections as heterosexual couples. The state’s 
Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election 
Practices has since revealed that the Diocese spent 
$553,608.27 on the campaign. Nearly half of the funds 
came not from anti-gay parishioners in Maine, but from 
anti-gay Catholic bishops around the country. (See the 
NCR story at http://ncronline.org/news/politics/dioceses-
major-contributors-repeal-same-sex-marriage.) 

Fifty-seven different bishops ranging from the Diocese 
of Phoenix to the Diocese of Pittsburgh contributed 
money, either personally or under the auspices of the 
diocese or a diocesan fund, to the Catholic Diocese of 
Maine’s campaign against marriage equality.(To see if 
your diocese gave money to defeat marriage equality, 
see “Did you know” in this newsletter.)
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But while certain bishops are 
contributing money to defeat the 
potential for all families to have 
equal protections under law, many 
Catholic laity are exemplary in 
their espousal of equality. In fact, 
of all Christian denominations, 
Catholics are the most favorable 
toward LGBT acceptance in the 
U.S. with 58% of Catholics 

believing that 
homosexuality should 
be accepted by society 

(Public Religion Research, 2008). 

And while Catholics overall are 
evenly divided on the question of 
marriage equality with a provision 
for religious exemptions, in a few 
short years that is certain to 
change. The youngest generation 
of Catholics between 18 and 29 
years of age are 60 percent in favor 
of full marriage equality (Public 
Religion Research, 2008). And the 
corresponding numbers across 
other generations are also growing. 

The bishops know this and are 
struggling to promote their narrow 
vision of marriage. Last week the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops issued a “pastoral letter” 
on marriage that was anything but 
pastoral.  

Instead of looking at the very real 
problems modern couples face, 
such as economic hardship, lack of 
health care and other obstacles to a 
healthy and life-giving union, the 
bishops decided to condemn 
practices that in their minds lead to 
the degradation of heterosexual 
marriage such as contraceptive use 
and same-gender marriage, among 
other things. Although one 
wonders from where the bishops 
are drawing their conclusions: 
Massachusetts, the first state to 
legalize same-gender marriage, 
was recently found to have the 
lowest divorce rate of any state! 

While the bishops attempt to 
impose their circumscribed views 
on Catholics, most of the faithful 
have made up their own minds on 
these issues. The majority of 
Catholics believe that the final 
moral authority on beliefs about 
gays and lesbians rests not with the 
bishops, but with their own 
conscience. In 1987, 26% of the 
Post-Vatican II Generation felt that 
the bishops had the final moral 
authority on the question of 
“homosexual behavior.” By 2005, 
the number had 
dropped to a mere 
19% (American 
Catholics Today, 2007).  

Perhaps even more surprising is 
the shift happening among the Pre-
Vatican II Generation. During the 
same time period, 13% of the 
oldest generation of Catholics 
changed their views so that now 
only 33% believe that the bishops 
hold the final moral authority on 
attitudes towards gays and 
lesbians.  

Just this week I saw firsthand the 
way that the bishops’ pastoral, 
while devastating, does not reflect 
the growing sentiment of equality 
that is held by the majority of 
Catholics. I received a call from a 
campus minister in Ohio who was 
trying to find a welcoming 
Catholic Church for a young 
bisexual woman who was headed 
home to Iowa. Our office was able 
to put her in touch with a local 
chapter leader so that the young 
woman would be able to find a 
faith community she could call 
home. While the bishops may issue 
a “pastoral letter” every now and 
again, millions of other Catholics 
are being pastoral each and every 
day. 

When one stops gazing only at the 
258 active Catholic bishops, but 
instead takes a good look at the 

approximately 65 million 
Catholics in the United States and 
their growing acceptance of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people, there emerges 
much hope for the future of our 
church and society.  

So this Thanksgiving, I am proud 
to call myself Catholic and I am 
counting my reasons: all 65 
million of them.  

[Nicole Sotelo is the author of Women 
Healing from Abuse: Meditations for 
Finding Peace, published by Paulist 
Press, and coordinates 
www.WomenHealing.com. A graduate 
of Harvard Divinity School, she 
currently works at Call To Action.]  
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The November 2009 newsletter was 
devoted to letters sent to bishops 
concerning the draft of their marriage 
pastoral.  Here are two more letters 
that express typical feelings of parents 
we know. 
 
Dear Cardinal George: 
 
My wife and I are among the 
“Catholic Faithful” to whom the 
Bishops’ proposed letter on 
marriage, to be discussed and 
voted on at your meeting next 
week, is addressed.  We write as 
life long Catholics who know 
something about marriage, having 
recently celebrated our 50th 
anniversary.  Since you won’t 
recognize our names, I urge you to 
check with your friend and ours, 
Archbishop Dolan, as to our bona 
fides. 
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Specifically, I write to urge you 
and the conference to eliminate or 
at least seriously rework the 
section of your draft letter on 
same-sex unions.  It isn’t necessary 
to the main point you are trying to 
make, nor is its thrust sound 
theology. 
 
Concern about the current state of 
marriage is certainly warranted.  It 
is threatened these days by much 
in our culture: an absence of 
genuine commitment; acceptance 
by the greater society of 
fornication and adulterous acts as 
well as pornography posing as art; 
spousal abuse; various addictions. 
 
One thing that does not threaten 
traditional marriage is a same-sex 
union.  One of our six adult 
children is lesbian.  She 
and her partner have 
lived in a committed, 
monogamous relationship 
now for more than ten years in the 
Minneapolis area.  Not only has 
that relationship not negatively 
affected any marriages, but our 
own, and those of our “straight” 
children and their spouses, have 
been improved by observing and 
being affected by the courage, 
love, and integrity Susie and Kelly 
have shown. 
 
Thus, I suggest respectfully to you 
and the conference that you can 
indeed affirm heterosexual 
marriage without condemning 
committed same-sex relationships.  
They can and do co-exist well 
throughout our country. 
 
Theologically, I question how my 
church, founded by Jesus Christ, 
can take the position that same-sex 
unions are disordered.  Don’t you 
think if Jesus shared that view, his 
condemnation of homosexuality 
would have appeared somewhere 
in at one of the four Gospels?  

More importantly, if God truly 
loves us, and has created each of 
us in his own image and likeness, 
why would he have chosen to give 
5 or 10 or 12% of us a sexual 
appetite different from the 
majority, and than forbade those 
human beings from acting on their 
God given instincts?  Put another 
way, if homosexuality is really 
contrary to God’s law, how can it 
be so thoroughly imbedded in 
human biology? 
 
A few weeks ago 
Archbishop Dolan 
wrote thoughtfully 
about Respect Life 
Month.  He noted that church 
leadership remains steadfast in its 
opposition to abortion, then 
contrasted that with our sorry 
history of failing to speak up in the 
19th century when the issue of 
slavery was so contentious in our 
country.  The Archbishop made a 
very apt comparison between the 
African-American slaves we failed 
to stand up for 50 years ago with 
the pre-born whose right to live we 
Catholics vigorously support in 
this era. 
 
Today we live among and with 
another group—those who through 
God’s choice are oriented sexually 
in a manner different from the 
majority.  Just as blacks have no 
say about their color, so too gays 
do not control their orientation.  It 
will be a shame if, after learning 
the error of its ways relative to 
slavery, our church misses the boat 
on its treatment of homosexuals.  I 
urge you and your brother Bishops 
to eliminate the section of your 
letter that suggests same-sex 
unions are a threat to the rest of us.  
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. 
 
L. William Staudenmaier 
Wauwatosa WI 
---------------------------------------------- 

Dear Bishop, 
 
I just returned from dropping off 
clothing for yet another of our gay 
kids who can’t go home, and had 
to leave with less than the bare 
necessities.  In the past few weeks 
we have begun a food pantry, a 
safe house program, and are 
working on mentoring kids who 
can’t go home. I am working with 
groups in the secular world, who 
see these kids as God’s children, 
who we have to love and protect, 
and mentor into responsible 
adulthood. I cannot get into the 
heads of their parents. I cannot 
understand the idea of disposable 
kids. The ‘missionary work’ to 
these kids is being done in the 
secular world. I find that odd. I 
wonder why there is not a 
‘committee’ at the USCCB for this 
ministry.  
 
I know my church fathers feel the 
need to teach about marriage being 
between a man and a woman. I 
know the church feels the need to 
speak in terms of absolute. I also 
know that the language you use is 
being used against these kids. In 
the way that our bishops say that 
same gender relationship does 
violence to children, these words 
are violent as well. 
 
I am so sad when I hear a parent 
use the word abomination when 
speaking of his or her own child. I 
am so sad to hear an adult child 
say- “they can’t help it, some 

people just hate 
gays…like my 
mother.” To see 
the underlying pain 
in that child’s eyes 
is heartbreaking. 
   

I know that in spite of our 
impassioned pleas for more 
inclusive language, the pastoral 
letter on marriage will come to us 
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as is. There are so many things that 
impact us as married folks. We 
need to know that our church is 
there for us and our families, to 
help guide us. But we truly need to 
stop using violent language 
against these kids. What you say 
may be about ‘behavior.’ WHAT 
THEY HEAR IS ABOUT 
THEIR CORE BEINGS . I 
believe the message is wrong, but 
if you have to say it, please do so 
in a way that conveys love, not 
fear as it does now.  The message 
that we are all God’s children is 
being totally overshadowed by my 
brothers in the USCCB saying 
‘disordered, intrinsically evil’. I 
am not a theologian, but I can find 
gentler language, surely the 
bishops could as well. 
 
I will continue to work on these 
issues in the safety of the secular 
world, but I will tell you…. 
translating the Church message 
into one that does not cause further 
harm to the soul of these children 
is getting harder and harder. Every 
one of us working in ministry with 
lgbt youth knows too many stories 
of suicide, of abandonment, of 

violence. We are all baffled 
that our church fathers 
seem so insulated as not 
to be able to hear or 
understand our stories. 

  
I will continue to pray that the 
Holy Spirit can somehow give my 
church fathers the words to convey 
the positive images LOUDER than 
the negative one.  The young man 
who got the clothes this morning is 
one of the lucky ones. He has 
found HOPE that there are parents 
who can love lgbt kids. Maybe 
someday his parents will be able to 
convey that love as well. 
 
You are in my prayers, 
 
Deb 
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By Deb Price 

Permission to reprint granted by the 
author 
 
Expectations about how far and 
how fast President Obama can 
escort gay Americans down the 
road to full equality are so high 
that it’s easy to under-appreciate 
reaching major milestones along 
the way. 
 
But savor this: The president of the 
United States--for the first time 
ever—has signed 
protections for gay 
and transgender 
Americans into law.  
 
The measure expanding the 
nation’s hate crime law was tucked 
into a large, unrelated bill. But 
Obama didn’t want the historic 
moment to pass unacknowledged, 
so he hosted a special reception 
October 28 to mark the bittersweet 
achievement of passing legislation 
named for two men killed by 
mindless hatred.  
 
The president noted that “as a 
nation we’ve come far on the 
journey towards a more perfect 
union. And today we’ve taken 
another step forward.” 
 
One very important step. 
 
“At root, this isn’t just about our 
laws; this is about who we are as a 

people,” Obama said of adding 
sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender and disability to a law 
dating from 1968, 
when President 
Lyndon Johnson 
signed federal 
protections against 
crimes based on racial or religious 
hatred in the wake of the 
assassination of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
“This is about whether we value 
one another – whether we embrace 
our differences…,” Obama 
continued. “We have for centuries 
strived to live up to our founding 
ideal, of a nation where all are free 
and equal and able to pursue their 
own version of happiness….We 
have endured and grown stronger 
and fairer and freer. And at every 
turn, we’ve made progress not only 
changing laws but by changing 
hearts, by our willingness to walk 
in another’s shoes, by our capacity 
to love and accept even in the face 
of rage and bigotry.” 
 
Beside Obama at the White House 
were relatives of Matthew Shepard 
and James Byrd Jr., whose brutal 
1998 murders intensified the push 
for tougher hate crimes laws. 
  
Shepard was a 21-year-old college 
student just getting a foothold in 
life when he was tied to a 
Wyoming fence and beaten so 
savaged that he died later of brain 
trauma. Byrd, a 49-year-old black 
man, was chained by his ankles to 
the back of a pickup truck in Texas 
and dragged to his death. 
 
The new law, the first federal 
acknowledgement of transgender 
people, sends a loud message that 
in America hate-motivated crimes 
will not be tolerated. For nearly 
two decades the FBI has included 
anti-gay attacks in the hate crimes 
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it tracks, thanks to the Hate Crimes 
Statistics Act that President 
George H.W. Bush signed. 
Including victims targeted because 
of their sexual orientation was so 
controversial back in 1990 that 
Congress ironically used that 
measure to take cruel swipes at 
those of us who’re gay, including 
stating, “Nothing in this Act shall 
be construed, nor shall any funds 
be appropriated to carry out the 
purpose of the Act be used to 
promote or encourage 
homosexuality.” 
  
The difference between that sort of 
animosity and Obama’s respectful, 
inclusive tone was not lost on 84-
year-old reception guest Frank 
Kameny, who picketed the White 
House for gay rights in 1965: “It’s 
a start in a 
long list of 
things to come 
from President 
Obama. It’s 
just the start.” 
 
Openly gay Rep. Tammy Baldwin 
feels similarly optimistic. “Having 
the first civil rights measure 
protecting the (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender) 
community signed into law really 
has a bigger impact than one law 
alone. It has a transformative 
effect,” she said. 
 
Baldwin predicts that “going 
forward, we will see much more 
rapid movement” on bills to ban 
anti-LGBT job discrimination, 
repeal the military ban on openly 
gay soldiers, and extend benefits to 
gay federal workers’ partners. 
 
A milestone isn’t a finish line, but 
gay and gay-friendly Americans 
can take heart from the direction 

Obama is already 
leading the nation. 
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by Jackie Frett 
 
The setting wasn’t what I 
expected. A lovely old home in 
Elmhurst Illinois, with candlelight 
and comfy chairs around the 
fireplace and about 30 people, as I 
was soon to find out thirty amazing 
people. 
 
I was invited to an evening of 
conversation about ways the 
Catholic Church might be a more 
welcoming place for all. The 
gathering was at the residence of 
the chaplain of Elmhurst College, 
Scott Matheney. The host was 
John Cepek, National President, 
PFLAG (Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays).  
 
This meeting was sponsored by 
PFLAG, as part of their Straight 
for Equality Program, started with 
the idea that if we are to be 
successful in our fight for civil 
rights for GLBT 
persons we must 
enlist the aid of 
straight allies. If 
every gay child 
had the support of four loving, 
informed, outspoken people, just 
imagine the impact.  
 
Our meeting started by introducing 
ourselves to the group. But what 
started as name, rank and serial 
number quickly turned to stories, 
powerful stories. 
 
There were stories of loss of 
religion.  Not loss of faith, but an 

inability to be part of the 
institutional 
Catholic 
Church which 
had turned its 
back on them 
and their child.  
Or worse yet, a church 
representative that told them that a 
family member was to be 
ostracized and the offending 
family members sexual orientation 
to be rejected and ignored. This 
was the story told by Jody 
Huckaby, PFLAG Executive 
Director.  Jody comes from a large 
Catholic family of eight siblings 
four of which, including Jody, are 
gay. When Jody’s older brother 
came out, the priest’s advice to the 
parents was not one of loving 
unconditional support. 
 
There was the story of the minister 
still healing from wounds inflicted 
by a congregation not willing to 
accept one gay person into their 
midst. The minister used the words 
“bloodied” and “crucified” to 
describe the experience but not the 
words “I quit” or “I give up,” 
instead looking for ideas to 
continue the work. 
 
We heard stories of success at Old 
St. Pat’s parish in Chicago, 
with their outreach 
and education 
initiative just one 
year old and drawing 
about 100 people to each of their 
presentations. My own story, of 
what feels like failure in 
comparison, was of the soon to be 
three year old Gay and Lesbian 
Ministry at Notre Dame Parish in 
Clarendon Hills, IL that struggles 
to just stay alive. The articles I was 
once wrote for the bulletin now 
cancelled, the Always Our 
Children pamphlets removed, 
hidden or destroyed and the 
ministry all but silenced.  



� 6 

 
A young woman matter-of-factly 
shared with us that because she is a 
lesbian she was told by her 
Catholic university to take 
counseling or leave. She chose the 
latter. 
 
It was wonderful to hear all these 
stories. We were united in our 
faith, not all of us Catholic, but all 
of us working for the same goal. 
There were gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and transgender people, and 
straight allies. There were 
ministers, chaplains, theologians, 
parents and grandparents. 
 
One Catholic mother of a lesbian 
daughter who feels rejected by her 
Catholic Church, said she had to 
find a way to “love through my 
fear and anger” 
 
I came away with the answer to 
how the Catholic Church can be 
more welcoming to GLBT people.  
It’s very simple.  They can listen, 
something our institutional Church 
steadfastly refuses to do, perhaps 
out of fear.  Do they fear that upon 
hearing these compelling stories 
they would be moved to change?  
 
We ended the meeting realizing 
this was just the beginning of a 
regional initiative of people of 
faith to be a force for change for 
our GLBT bothers and sisters. 
 
We gathered e-mails and phone 
numbers. We wanted to hear more. 
We had questions to ask, plans to 
make.  We drew strength from 
each other. 
 
I left the meeting with a renewed 
sense of purpose and a desire to be 
with these remarkable people 
again. In thinking about that night 
I am reminded of the prayer to the 
Holy Spirit. Truly these 
remarkable people are doing God’s 

work and “changing the face of the 
earth.” 
 
Jackie Frett 
jackiekf@aol.com 
 
President PFLAG Hinsdale 
Director Gay and Lesbian Ministry 
Notre Dame Parish 
Clarendon Hills, Illinois 
 

Stories make a difference! 
Did something you or someone you 
know do or say make a positive 
difference? … make someone more 
empathetic—a family member, priest, 
bishop, legislator?   Tell us about it. 
Your story could make the difference 
in someone’s life.  Your story might 
be exactly what someone else needs to 
hear! 
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By Jerry Furlong 

Originally in 
October 2009 
PFLAG Omaha 
newsletter 
 
Editor’s note:  Jerry and his wife Lucy 
are the parents of five adult children – 
four daughters and a son.  Their son is 
gay.  Jerry and Lucy are Roman 
Catholics and members of PFLAG.  
Together with Joyce Glenn, a pastoral 
assistant at an Omaha parish, and 
Debbie Sheehan, a spiritual director 
active in varied ministries, they co-

founded in 2006 the Omaha support 
group Caring Catholic Families.  
Jerry is also a board member of 
Fortunate Families, a national LGBT 
ministry for Catholic parents. 

____________________________ 
 
For many years and still today, 
Catholic parents of LGBT kids 
have found acceptance without 
questions and support without 
conditions at their local PFLAG 
meetings.  Thank God!  PFLAG 
has been able to offer hope and 
help when, way too often, these 
Catholics’ own faith communities 
could offer little. 
 
Now, things are getting better.  In 
Omaha and nationwide, parents, 
allies and LGBT persons are 
joining in a small explosion of new 
educational initiatives and 
ministries of support.   Catholics 
are discovering that understanding 
and acceptance can be found in the 
context of their faith lives. 
    
In Omaha, a group called Caring 
Catholic Families (CCF) will soon 
celebrate its third year of monthly 
gatherings.  The mission of CCF is 
to offer parents, family members 
and LGBT Catholics a respectful 
and welcoming place for 
conversation, information and 
support.  We 
meet in a non-
judgmental 
environment.  
We listen a lot.  We tell our stories.  
We share what’s on our minds and 
in our hearts.  We host speakers, 
watch videos, pray and socialize 
together.  
  
We are a diverse group: parents, 
family members, LGBT persons, 
pastoral ministers, educators, 
spiritual directors and others who 
just want to know more.  We meet 
at the John Vianney Center at 7:00 
p.m. on the second Wednesday of 
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each month, excluding June (when 
we have a picnic for our members 
and their families) and July.  
Attendance at our gatherings 
typically numbers 15-25.  At least 
seven of our attendees are also 
PFLAG members. 
   
Nationwide, a few dedicated 
Catholic groups have been active 
for some time, but they are largely 
unknown to the people in the 
pews.  Establishing visibility is 
frequently difficult. But the effort 
is on-going.  New Ways Ministry, a 
pioneer ministry with national 
reach, has worked since its 
founding in 1977 to build bridges 
between the Catholic Church and 
the LGBT community.  Since 
1994, The Catholic Association for 
Lesbian and Gay Ministry has 
been in the business of creating 
and supporting welcoming 
communities for LGBT persons in 
parishes and dioceses throughout 
the country. 
 
In 1997, the Committee on 
Marriage and Family of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
issued a pastoral message, titled 
Always Our Children – an 
“outstretched hand to parents.”  
Considered by many Catholics as 

the most pastorally 
sensitive document on 
homosexuality ever to 
originate in the U.S. 
Church, the message, in 

part, confirmed the inherent 
dignity of gay persons, encouraged 
parents to love and accept their gay 
children and urged the promotion 
of support groups for parents and 
family members. 

 
I serve on the board of such a 
group -- the national ministry 
Fortunate Families, founded in 
2004 in Rochester, NY by Mary 
Ellen and Casey Lopata, parents of 
a gay son and long-time PFLAG 

members.  Theirs has been an 
inspiring story as they moved, in 
their words, from “angst to 
advocacy” and created a national 
identity and network from small, 
local beginnings. 
    

Fortunate Families 
is a resource and 
networking 
ministry for 
Catholic parents of 

LGBT children.  It reaches nearly 
2,500 parents, pastoral ministers 
and allies throughout the country.   
We work for welcome, affirmation 
and justice in the Church for our 
daughters and sons.  We offer 
Catholics who are committed to 
remaining in their Church the 
chance not only to tell their stories 
and voice their concerns, but also 
to work for a more compassionate 
response both in their individual 
parishes and from the hierarchy. 
 
The website 
www.fortunatefamilies.com is 
loaded with educational and 
resource materials.  Together with 
a monthly newsletter, the website 
helps interested viewers learn 
about the psychological, social and 
spiritual aspects of homosexuality 
– and to understand better the 
fullness of Catholic teaching, 
including the long-held tradition of 
primacy of conscience, as well as 
the implications of conversation 
alive in the Church today. 
 
Some three years ago, in the first 
study of its kind, Fortunate 
Families surveyed its 
parent contacts in an 
effort to measure how a 
parent’s comfort level 
with their child’s homosexuality 
can change over time – and what 
factors can influence that change. 
The parents’ frank and fascinating 
responses are accessible on the 
website by clicking the “Parents 

Voice Project” heading in the 
sidebar on the home page. 
 
One survey result of special 
interest to PFLAG members:  
Parents were asked what groups or 
organizations they knew of, at the 
time their child came out, that 
might be able to help them -- and 
which ones they 
actually found the 
most helpful.  
Excluding the 
responders’ local parish, PFLAG 
was by far the organization “best 
known” – and, even including the 
local parish, PFLAG was clearly 
identified as the ‘most helpful.”   
(Interestingly, nearly all Fortunate 
Families board members are, or 
have been, PFLAG members – 
including the husband-wife team 
of Tom Nelson and Linda Karle-
Nelson, both past presidents of 
Detroit PFLAG.) 
 
Early this year, Fortunate Families 
introduced its newest initiative: the 
Listening Parents Network, a 
nationwide team of Catholic 
parents who volunteer to take calls 
or emails from other Catholic 
parents who may be struggling 
with their child’s orientation and 
“just need someone to talk with.”   
More information on the Network 
is available on the website. 
 
If you have questions or would like 
more information on Omaha’s 
Caring Catholic Families support 
group or the national ministry 
Fortunate Families -- for yourself 
or someone you know -- please 
email me at furlongj@cox.net. 

 

You can reduce our mail folding 
and stuffing labor) if you request 
email notification of 
future newsletters and 
download them from 
our website.  Thanks! 
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Of the more than $550K 
contributed by the Portland, ME 
Diocese to the campaign to reject 
Maine’s law extending civil 
marriage to gay and lesbian 
couples, $286K came from the 
Portland Diocese itself.  Other 
contributions came from these 
dioceses/bishops (per Maine’s 
public campaign Finance Page): 

Philadelphia PA - $50K 
Phoenix AZ - $50K 
Newark NJ - $10K 
St. Louis MO - $10K 
Youngstown OH - $10K 
Providence RI - $10K 
Arlington VA - $5K 
Rockford IL - $5K 
Crookston MN - $5K 
Pittsburgh PA - $5K 
Baltimore MD - $2.5K 
Portland OR - $2K 
Jefferson City MO - $2K 
Savannah GA - $2K 
New Orleans LA - $2K 
Columbus OH - $1.5K 
Cincinnati OH - $1K 
Hartford CT - $1K 
Atlanta GA - $1K 
Ft. Worth TX - $1K 
Green Bay WI - $1K 
Ft.Wayne-South Bend IN - $1K 
Baton Rouge LA - $1K 
Colorado Springs CO - $1K 
Gary IN - $1K 
Parma OH - $1K 
Erie PA - $1K 
Joliet IL - $1K 
Grand Island NE - $1K 
Jacksonville FL - $1K 
Biloxi MS - $500 
Altoona-Johnstown PA - $500 
Metuchen NJ - $500 
Scranton PA - $500 
Springfield-Cape Girardeau MO - 
$500 
St. Thomas VI - $500 
Winona MN - $500 
Yakima WA - $500 
LaCrosse WI - $500 

Rockville Centre NY - $500 
Wilmington DE - $200 
Las Cruces NM - $200 
San Angelo TX - $150 

Bishop, Fall River MA - $5K 
Bishop, Mobile AL - $2K 
Bishop, Wheeling-Charleston WV 
- $1K 
Bishop, Louisville KY - $1K 
Bishop, Springfield MA - $1K 

 
Bp. Richard 
Lennon, Cleveland 

OH - $1K 
Bp. William Lori, Bridgeport CT - 
$1K 
Bp. Herbert Brevard, St. Thomas 
VI - $500 
Bp. John D’Arcy, Ft. Wayne - 
$500 
Bp. Jose Gomez, San Antonio TX 
- $250 
Bp. John LeVoir, New Ulm MN - 
$250 
Bp. Joseph Kurtz, Louisville KY - 
$200 
 
The full list can be viewed at: 
http://www.mainecampaignfinance
.com/public/entity_financial_trans
actions.asp?TYPE=BQC&ID=452
8Women (37%), or Jews (35%)   

-- Reported in “Dioceses 
major contributors to repeal 
same=sex marriage”  by Chuck 
Colbert, posted Nov. 26, 2009 on 
http://ncronline  

          

Researchers at the John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice, 
commissioned by the USCCB to 
investigate sexual abuse of 
children by clergy, told the bishops 
at their November meeting that 
their evidence to date found no 
data indicating that homosexuality 
was a predictor of abuse.  

 -- Reported by Rachel Zell in 
Contra Costa Times, 11-17-09�

          

On Oct. 11, 2009, Fortunate 
Families board members Tom and 
Linda Karle Nelson were honored 
with a Peace and Justice award 
from the Manistee Area Peace 
Group for their work in  
establishing a PFLAG group in 
Manistee.   Congratulations Linda 
and Tom! 

          

 ��	���
��
Oct. 8-10, 
2010 

New Ways Ministry retreat.  
Facilitator: Edwina Gateley.  
Aston PA (near Philadelphia).  
Info: info@newwaysministry.org 
OR www.newwaysministry.org 
OR 301-277-5674. 

Nov. 5-7, 2010 

Call To Action Conference,  
Milwaukee WI .  Info: www.cta-
usa.org. 

 

Since our November newsletter 22 
people and/or groups contributed 
to Fortunate Families.  Thank you 
for enabling us to sustain this 
ministry to, with, for and by 
parents of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender daughters and 
sons!! 
And thanks to our newsletter 
folder/stuffers: 
Eileen & Bruce Kunsman 
Shirley & Dave Newman 
Mary Ann & John O’Brien 
Sue & Bill Sue Schaeffer 
We hope their sore arms and paper 
cuts are all better! 
 
Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public 
charity organization. Contributions are 
fully tax-deductible. 

$ 
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�

“I went to visit a woman—who listened.  While she listened, I spoke.  
 And as I spoke, I found answers. And as I answered, I healed.”                   

Dorothy Sinclair, as quoted by performance artist, Anna Deavere Smith  
�
Dear Fortunate Families Supporter  
 

The woman phoned a Fortunate Families “Listening Parent—who listened. The woman, a Catholic 
mom in great pain, said that she would rather her lesbian daughter have cancer, than be gay.  The 
Listening Parent prayed that the woman, having said the words out loud, would find the answer that 
would heal her and mend her relationship with her daughter.  Sometimes sharing pain with a caring heart 
(and ear) can make all the difference.  
   

Fortunate Families now has 94 Catholic moms and dads who volunteer to take calls and emails from 
parents who feel alone, confused or perhaps sad or angry.  These moms and dads make up the Fortunate 
Families Listening Parents Network.  They know something about a child coming out – from personal 
experience.  They can offer understanding and a non-judgmental ear to other parents who may be 
struggling with their child’s sexual orientation – and very much need someone to talk to. 

�
We are especially grateful this Holy Season for all of you who help make Fortunate 
Families a meaningful voice for justice for our lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
children… 

·  to you Listening Parents… 
·  to you who work in parish or community LGBT ministries… 
·  to you who so generously give us the financial help that makes it all possible… 

Thank you! 
	

In 2009, Fortunate Families celebrated its fifth anniversary by networking with more parents, 
interacting with more ministries, providing more website resources, making more newsletter contacts and 
touching more lives than ever before.  In 2010, budget permitting, the Board will be focusing on 
improving the efficiency of our database, refining the website, exploring ways to reach Hispanic parents 
of LGBT children – and continuing the workshops, pastoral ministry contacts and similar activities that 
have marked this ministry. 
  

This all-volunteer work gets done only with the help of the Holy Spirit and the prayerful and 
financial support of people like you.  Please consider a tax-deductible gift to our annual appeal.  You can 
contribute online at http://www.fortunatefamilies.com/makeacontibution.htm ... or mail your gift to 
Fortunate Families, PO Box 18082, Rochester, NY 14618-0082. We will use it to help educate and 
advocate – one heart at a time. 
�
���������“We are to become heaven, so that God might find a home here.” 

Meister Eckhart 
�

Christmas blessings and thank you! 
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