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 NOTE: If you would rather not receive this newsletter, just let us know and we will remove you from the distribution list. 
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·   Words to ponder 
·   New Fortunate Families website launched! 
·  Letters can make a difference—Mary Jean Smith 
·  Congratulations Ann! 
·  Let’s talk about homosexuality—starts Jan. 7.  
·  Parish cancels talk by father and lesbian daughter—NCR 
·  Closing the door on ourselves—NCR 
·  Minneapolis vigil—Myrna Ohmann 
·  Does patience lead to love? Or does love lead to patience—

Al Symonanis 
·  New items 
·  Calendar 
·  Thanks! 
·  Fortunate Families year-end appeal 
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“This study suggests that the real issue is about what is fundamental 
to Catholic identity. The vast majority of Catholics believe that the 
Resurrection, sacraments, Mary, and care of the poor are essential-
across all categories there is no dissent on these questions. The 
disagreement is about clerical celibacy, the role of women in the 
church, and the role of conscience in matters of human sexuality. But 
for the vast majority of Catholics, these are not central to Catholic 
identity. Rather, they are questions of conscience to be resolved by 
pastors and the laity together. If this is true, then the problem of 
dissent arises from the tendency of church leaders to place these 
items under the heading of essential doctrine.” 

-- David O’Brien (Professor of Roman Catholic Studies 
emeritus, College of Holy Cross) in review of American 
Catholic today (by William V. D’Antonio, James D. 
Davidson, Dean R. Hoge, and Mary L. Gautier) in Nov. 23, 
2007 Commonweal magazine. 
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By Casey Lopata 

ith a significant boost from a Dignity Detroit 
grant, Fortunate Families launched a newly 

designed website December 11, 2007.  Check it out if 
you haven’t already done so!  It’s at: 
www.fortunatefamilies.com. 

The new site incorporates all the elements of the 
previous site, with some revisions, plus new sections. 

Three Board member stories inaugurate the new Stories 
section.  More stories will be added soon.  What’s 
missing is your story—precisely the one needed to 
encourage, give hope to, or spur a reader to action.   

Responses/Reactions will include letters, statements, 
positions, survey results, etc. that Fortunate Families has 
produced.  These may be in response to a U.S. Bishops’ 
statement—such as the Nov. 2006 Pastoral guidelines—
or letters to inform the bishops or others about what 
parents are thinking and feeling—such as the Parents 
Voice Project survey report.  This section needs work, 
both content and title—we’re addressing it.   

Resources now includes Parents Voice Project 
materials, Transgender Articles, Spanish Language 
Resources, and Education Programs (where each 
installment of the “Let’s Talk About Homosexuality” 
series that starts January 7—see page 2—will be 
archived).  Additional groups have been added to 
Organizations, with web site links. 

Reading List and Articles & Brochures are holdovers 
from the previous site, but both are updated and can now 
be sorted by author, title, or topic. 

Still under construction are Catholic Parent Ministries 
and Listening Parents. 

We welcome your comments and suggestions for 
changes, additions, and improvements!

W 
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January 7th, Fortunate Families will introduce on its 
www.fortunatefamilies.com web site the first segment of an 

informative 8-week series titled 

“Let’s Talk About Homosexuality” 
 

The series, originally created as an adult education program and 
carried for 14 weeks on the website of a Midwest Catholic parish, 
is intended for anyone interested in learning more about 
homosexuality and the pastoral challenges it raises for Catholics. 

A new segment in the series will be posted on seven consecutive 
Mondays following the January 7th introduction.  As each new 
segment is presented, the previous week’s segment will be 
archived for easy recall at the reader’s convenience. 

The first two weeks in the series respond to common questions 
about homosexuality from scientific, social and family 
perspectives. 

Weeks Three and Four are titled “Putting a Human Face on 
Homosexuality” and feature the personal stories and struggles of 
gays, lesbians and their parents. 

Week Five presents the official teaching of the Church. 

Week Six introduces “other Catholic voices” addressing moral 
and pastoral considerations and includes a discussion on the 
subject of individual conscience. 

Week Seven features discussion by prominent Catholic 
individuals on the most significant documents issued by the 
Vatican on the subject of homosexuality. 

The final week in the series continues the discussion of pastoral 
matters, touching on several key theological and biblical 
questions on Catholic minds today. 

The series attempts to raise awareness and promote understanding 
and discussion among Catholics and others concerned with the 
impact of homosexuality on family and faith life.  The 
copyrighted series may be downloaded and printed for personal 
reading or for use in discussion or support groups. 

For further information, contact info@fortunatefamilies.com. 

 
�	��	
���������	�����&&	
	��	�
By Mary Jean Smith, Chetek, WI 

n fall 2006, Fortunate Families asked us to write to the 
five bishops who would be dealing directly with the 

document concerning ministry to homosexual persons.  
In addition to those five, I wrote to five others I thought 

might have a positive influence on the 
discernment process, or at least be sensitive 
to the feelings of their constituents, namely 
the bishops of my home diocese and those 

with whom I’ve had personal contact. 

A total of ten letters were sent.  I received three 
responses.  Two of those were sort of “form letters” 
espousing the “party line”.  Another even went so far as 
to imply my own salvation was at stake stating, “I beg 
you to pray over this matter and to reflect on Scripture 
and Church teaching because all who take part in this 
ministry must proclaim the Gospel clearly.”  I don’t 
recall seeing anything in the Gospels concerning 
homosexuality. 

Then wonder of wonders, a letter from a bishop that was 
not even on the list of those we were asked to contact!  I 
quote here a condensed version of his response: 

 “Your letter arrived the day before I traveled to 
Baltimore.  Please know that I took it with me and 
read it over several times in preparation for the 
debate and vote upon the statement before us.  I 
thank you most sincerely for your beautiful and 
sensitive thoughts.  Without a doubt, your letter 
helped me to see more clearly the struggle that is 
present in the lives of those like yourself and your 
daughter.  It truly helped me to determine and direct 
my own personal consideration in voting on this 
matter.” 

It is our Church that teaches “God is love and those who 
abide in love, abide in God and God in them.”  Do the 
bishops believe what they teach?  Our story must be told 
over and over again until our children are not seen as sex 
perverts, but as wholesome loving human beings.  I 
continue to write bishops, religious periodicals, and 
secular newspapers whenever a marriage referendum 
looms on the horizon or I see printed false information, a 
distortion of facts, or hateful rhetoric regarding the gay 

community.  I count it as my mission in life to change a 
few more minds—and I believe in the possibility! 

Although our efforts are so often met with contempt and 
we face discouragement, I am reminded of the 
migration of the Monarch butterflies.  
Those that begin the journey never reach their 
destination, but they start out believing that they 
will.  It takes five generations of butterflies to get to their 
“Promised Land”.  Therefore I remain hopeful that 
although we may not effect change on a global scale in 
our lifetime, we can effect change in someone’s way of 
thinking—one person, one bishop at a time!  

I 
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Ann Castiglione receives award from 
Marni Gessler and Fr. Paul Daniels 
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Good Shepherd Church bulletin, Nov. 18, 
2007, Menominee Falls WI.  Reprinted 
with permission. 

n Sunday, September 30 the 
Alumni/ae Association of St. 

Francis Seminary awarded the Spirit 
of St. Francis Award to Ann 
Castiglione, pastoral team member 
and coordinator of our Gay and 
Straight in Christ ministry. This 
award, given to graduates of the 
seminary, recognizes and 
encourages a spirit of dedication, 
compassion and leadership in 
ministry.   After receiving the 
award, Ann said, “I am honored, 
humbled and challenged to receive 
this.”    
 
Congratulations to Ann and all 
who serve in this ministry! 
  
We asked Ann a few questions 
about this special occasion and the 
ministry. 
 
2.  What does receiving this 
award mean to you? 
This award puts me in the 
company of some former 
recipients whom I admire for their 
work in ministry. For me 
personally, it is both a great honor 
and deeply humbling. Receiving 
this award is an affirmation of the 
support group, Gay and Straight in 
Christ, which I initiated in June of 
2004, but which continues because 
of the hard work of a core group of 

8 to 10 people.  It is evidence of 
the Holy Spirit 
working in all of us. 
 
3.  What does this 
award mean for Good 
Shepherd? 
The Spirit of St. Francis Award is 
a tribute to the strength and 
support of this community. Good 
Shepherd has been open and 
supportive to me in the various 
roles I assume. It has been 
welcoming to Gay and Straight in 
Christ. The award is also a 
challenge to me and the entire 
community to continue to live the 
gospel. 
  
4.  What do you experience as 
the most rewarding aspect of 
serving in this ministry? 
There are far too many rewards to 
list them all. Each month, even 
when attendance at the gathering is 
low, I hear from someone new and 
I am able to help that person make 
a connection they desire for mental 
health and spiritual growth. 
Additionally, it means being taught 
new perspectives, being inspired 
by others, and being challenged to 
articulate my own convictions. 
 
5.  What is the greatest 
challenge? 
The greatest challenge is not what 
I thought it would be. I was a bit 
skeptical of how this ministry 
would be accepted by church, 
community and family. So far, I 
have received more support than 
criticism. The biggest challenge is 
being able to accomplish even a 
small percentage of what needs to 
be done. We’d like to hold more 
educational presentations for the 
parish, have more speakers for the 
support group, and most 
importantly, reach out to more 
teens and their parents. The list is 
endless.  
 

6. What are the hopes of the 
leaders of this ministry for the 
future? 
I have said from the very 
beginning that my goal is to work 
myself out of this ministry. We 
work for the day when there is no 
longer a need for this type of 
support group. We hope and pray 
that all people be accepted, 
affirmed and loved as children of 
God by our community, by society 
in general, and by our church – 
regardless of orientation. 
 

 
Carol Curoe and her father, Robert 
Curoe 
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By KRIS BERGGREN 
National Catholic Reporter, Nov. 2, 2007. 

Reprinted with permission. 

t the urging of an 
archdiocesan official, the 

pastor of a Minneapolis Catholic 
parish canceled a scheduled talk by 
a Catholic man and his daughter 
about how the family coped with 
the daughter’s coming out as a 
lesbian. 

Robert Curoe and his daughter, 
Carol Curoe, were to speak Oct. 22 
at St. Frances Cabrini Church, 
Minneapolis, about their recently 
published book, Are There Closets 
in Heaven? A Catholic Father and 
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Lesbian Daughter Share Their 
Story. The book details the story of 
Carol’s coming out and her 
conservative, rural Iowa parents’ 
journey from 
denial to 
acceptance and 
support of their 
daughter. 

But Oct. 18, 
Dennis 
McGrath, 
communications 
director for the 
archdiocese, contacted Fr. Leo 
Tibesar, pastor of St. Frances 
Cabrini, to tell the priest that 
“news of this would likely not be 
acceptable to the bishops.” 

Archbishop Harry Flynn, his 
coadjutor John Nienstadt and 
Auxiliary Bishop Richard Pates 
were away from archdiocesan 
offices the week before the 
scheduled event, but McGrath told 
NCR, he “had to investigate” it 
after receiving “a fair number” of 
e-mail messages and phone calls 
about it. 

The talk was sponsored by the 
Catholic Pastoral Committee on 
Sexual Minorities and Catholic 
Rainbow Parents, two Minneapolis 
nonprofit organizations not 
affiliated with the archdiocese. 

McGrath said he told Tibesar, “I 
do not speak for the archbishops 
and do not want to represent their 
authority, but this talk does not 
seem to be in keeping with 
archdiocesan rules and policies or 
Vatican rules and policies.” 

Hosting the event on church 
property, he said, would imply the 
church’s approval of Carol Curoe’s 
relationship with her partner of 20 
years, with whom she is raising 
two sons. 

When Flynn returned to the office, 
he affirmed the communications 
director’s actions, McGrath said. 

Michael Bayly, executive director 
of the Catholic Pastoral Committee 
on Sexual Minorities, expressed 
dismay at the archdiocese’s stance 
and blamed conservative 
watchdogs for the campaign to get 
the talk banned from church 
property. One California blog, “A 
Faithful Rebel,” called the book 
event “a very scandalous lecture” 
and urged readers to contact the 
archdiocese and the Vatican in 
protest. 

The talk was held at Spirit of the 
Lakes United Church of Christ in 
Minneapolis with about 100 people 
attending. The Curoes said that 
they hope their book and speaking 
engagements will help educate and 
inspire other families dealing with 
similar issues. 

Carol Curoe said she was 
“surprised and we’re 
disappointed,” by the change in 
venue. “I think it’s a result of some 
good lobbying efforts. I don’t 
know if the people making the 
decisions have read the book or 
talked to anyone who has heard 
our presentation. We do not in any 
way attack the Catholic church.” 

The book is endorsed by retired 
Bishop Thomas Gumbleton and 
Loretto Sr. Jeannine Gramick, 
advocates for ministry to and 
inclusion of sexual minorities in 
Catholic life. 

McGrath acknowledged he did not 
read the book or know the content 
of the Curoes’ talk before asking 
Tibesar to cancel the event. “It is 
probably a nice story that [Robert 
Curoe] was able to accept it. But 
by the same token, the subject 
matter itself was not appropriate 
for a church setting.” 

Bayly said that his group’s hope is 
that presenting “stories of the 
heart” such as the Curoes’ will 
generate the “power to transform 
individuals and institutions.” 
Kris Berggren is a Minneapolis freelance 
writer and longtime contributor to NCR. 
Copyright © The National Catholic Reporter 
Publishing  Company, 115 E. Armour Blvd., 
Kansas City, MO   64111 
All rights reserved.  TEL:  816-531-0538 
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NCR Nov. 2, 2007 Editorial.  Reprinted 
with permission. 

hen the musical “Fiddler on 
the Roof” first opened on 

Broadway back in 1964, few could 
have predicted that this tale of a 
Jewish father struggling to 
preserve tradition and at the same 
time to love his five tradition-
breaking daughters would become 
a metaphor for families coping 
through the 1960s and ’70s with 
shattering social and religious 
change. 

Recently another father and 
daughter struggling to resolve 
differences -- a lesbian lifestyle 
that challenged his Catholic beliefs 
-- were barred by archdiocesan 
pressure from telling their story at 
a welcoming Catholic parish in 
Minneapolis. Besides generating 
publicity for the book that recounts 
the painful father-daughter 
exchange, the official decision 
raises again some equally painful 
questions about the relationship 
between struggling Catholics and 
their church. 

W 
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Church leaders, of course, have 
boxed themselves in with tortuous 
logic on homosexuality that strains 
to reconcile loving the sinner, 
hating the sin, accepting those with 
the orientation (albeit “intrinsically 
disordered”), and then inviting 
them to make peace with their 
church -- once they have 
renounced their need for sexual 
intimacy. 

The church once viewed itself as a 
home for everyone and its children 
as works in progress. The church 
once had room for all who were a 
day late and a dollar short of the 
ideal, whose private lives were 
compromised by infidelity, racism, 
addictions, larceny and deception. 
Sunday Mass was the gathering 
place for the seven capital sinners, 
dressed up, mixed up, and trying 
their best, it was assumed, to 
navigate life’s contradictions. 

Tevye comes to mind again. What 
guided him in his 
quandary over his 
daughters was the 
image of the 
village fiddler on 
his precarious 
rooftop perch, playing away as the 
father soliloquized “on the one 
hand” to “on the other hand,” 
finally resolving that, whatever his 
daughters did, they would always 
be his children, always be loved. 

Unfortunately, today’s Catholic 
leaders, in pursuit of “Catholic 
identity,” are increasingly less 
likely to view the church as a 
gathering place for the faithful-but-
flawed. As episcopally fueled 
battles heat up over who can 
approach the altar, and who will 
sort out the sinners from the 
worthy at Communion time, the 
locus of exclusion has widened to 
include not only the altar, but 
“church property.” Any parish, 
Catholic high school, college or 

university, retreat center or 
medical center had better think 
twice about hosting controversy, 
frank discussion, perceived 
criticism of church policy, prayer 
services for unapproved themes or 
any ecumenical event that attracts 
vituperative e-mails or faxes from 
those who see scandal and 
blasphemy everywhere. 

In 1997, the U.S. Catholic bishops’ 
Committee on Marriage and the 
Family -- in the best of Catholic 
tradition -- issued a pastoral letter 
for Catholic families dealing with 
homosexuality. They called it 
“Always Our Children.” Its 
concluding paragraph, addressed to 
Catholic homosexuals, says: 

Though at times you may feel 
discouraged, hurt, or angry, do not 
walk away from your families, 
from the Christian community, 
from all those who love you. In 
you God’s love is revealed. You 
are always our children. 

The text would make a wonderful 
note taped to the church door for 
returning gays and lesbians trying 
to resolve their sexual orientation 
and their faith in stable, productive 
lives. Except that in an increasing 
number of cases, they find the 
church doors locked. 

So where then, when our lives get 
complicated, when our children 
turn out different from what we 
thought they would, when 
controversy invades our homes, do 
we go? If Catholics can’t turn to 
their churches as the most 
appropriate place for hearing one 
another’s stories and, through 
them, finding balance and 
compassion, where will we do the 
work of reconciliation that makes 
us church? 
Copyright © The National Catholic Reporter 
Publishing  Company, 115 E. Armour Blvd., 
Kansas City, MO   64111 
All rights reserved.  TEL:  816-531-0538 
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By Myrna Ohmann, Catholic Rainbow 
Parents, St. Paul/Minneapolis 

n spite of subzero wind chills, 
325 of us gathered at the 

Cathedral of St. Paul on Sunday 
afternoon, Dec. 2, to publicly 
protest Coadjutor Archbishop John 
Nienstedt’s words regarding gay 
and lesbian people. 
 
In his Nov. 15 column in the 
CATHOLIC SPIRIT, Bishop 
Nienstedt wrote:  “Those who 
actively encourage or promote 
homosexual acts or such activity 
within a homosexual lifestyle 
formally cooperate in a grave 
evil and if they do it knowingly 
and willingly are guilty of mortal 
sin.  They have broken with the 
church and are prohibited from 
receiving Communion until they 
have had a conversion of heart, 
express sorrow for their action and 
receive sacramental absolution 
from a priest.”   He also stated that 
“Always Our Children” is not a 
normative teaching of the bishops’ 
conference but that last year’s 
document “Ministry to Persons 
with a Homosexual Inclination” is 
the normative one.  [Editor’s note: 
“Always Our Children” is the only 
U.S. Bishops’ or Vatican document 
about homosexuality written to 
parents.   The June 1998 revision 
was accepted by the Vatican and is 
available from the USCCB.  
“Ministry to Persons with a 
Homosexual Inclination” was 

I 
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written for bishops, and it does not 
mention “Always Our Children.”]  
He promotes Courage and 
Encourage and likens those 
programs to AA. 
 
For an hour, in the cold, in this 
Vigil for Solidarity with LGBT 
Catholics, their families and 
friends, we sang, prayed and 
listened to words of hope and 
encouragement from speakers such 
as Brian McNeill, president of 
Dignity Twin Cities, Mary Lynn 
and Mike Murphy, Cofounders of 
Catholic Rainbow Parents, and 
Michael Bayly, Coordinator of the 
Catholic Pastoral Committee on 
Sexual Minorities and editor of the 
Progressive Catholic Voice.    
Various people had brought signs.  
Here is a sampling: “Hate Speak 
under the veil of religion is still 
Hate Speak,”  “The Body of Christ 
has gay genes too,”  “Vatican 
Homophobia is Intrinsically 
Disordered,”  and “God is God.  
Bishops are Not.”   
 
The archdiocese had informed the 
organizers of the vigil that we were 

not to be on church property, 
so the street next to the 

Cathedral was blocked 
off.   An official of the 

archdiocese was 
present at the 
beginning to make 

sure that we compiled but he did 
allow us onto the sidewalk next to 
the cathedral so we could get out 
of the wind a little. 
 
Mel White, founder of Soulforce, 
happened to be in the Twin Cities 
that weekend.   As he spoke, he 
reminded us that “throughout 
history the Catholic Church, the 
Christian Church has been saved 
by people like you who loved it 
enough to stand up and say, 
‘You’re wrong.’”   His words 
rallied us to affirm our right to be 

on the front steps of the Cathedral, 
and it was there that a symbolic 
“die-in” took place after a reading 
of Bp. Nienstedt’s words.   
Following the reading of the 
welcoming words of Jesus by 11-
year-old Joseph Olsen, the group 
“rose up,” processed across the 
street and delivered a letter to Bp. 
Nienstedt.   Among other things 
the letter asked:  May we have [our 
homosexual family members and 
friends] to dinner?    May we 
worship with them?  May we take 
care of their children?   May we 
tell them that we love them and are 
happy that they’re happy? 
 
The letter goes on to ask--may we 
employ them if we’re employers, 
rent to them if we’re landlords, 
teach them if we’re educators, 
engage in business with them—
and then reminds the bishop that 
not to do so violates Minnesota’s 
Human Rights Act. 
 
As cold as it was, the warmth in 
the hearts and faces of those who 
were there helped us all forget that 
we were frozen!   We only hope 
that it will help thaw out Bishop 
Nienstedt’s heart. 

For more on this story, visit 
http://cpcsm.org/index.html 

******************************** 
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By Deacon Al Symonanis, Nov. 18, 2007 
bulletin, Notre Dame Parish, Clarendon 
Hills, IL [Related article: “Notre Dame 
parishioner strives to ‘sow love’” in 
Fortunate Families Nov. 2007 issue] 
 

here’s a story about an old 
man who was digging in the 

earth and preparing to plant some 
fruit trees.  A person passing by 

said to him, “You look like you 
might be a hundred years old.  You 
don’t expect to eat any of the fruit 
from those trees, do you?”  The old 
man answered, “I have no 
expectation of enjoying the fruit of 
these trees.  But I hope that these 
trees will ultimately bear good 
fruit for others.” 
 
The one hundred year old man 

planting trees whose 
fruit he’ll never 
enjoy is an example 
of patience. The 
old man trusts that 
others will one day 

partake of his vision.  The old man 
shows us that patience is not 
getting too attached to the personal 
temples we’ve made, because, 
sooner or later, they will come 
crashing down.  Also, patience is 
not the stuffing of one’s 
frustrations into an already 
overflowing trash can or smiling 
when one is grinding one’s teeth. 
 
Patience, according to Jesus as 
related to us by Luke, is having the 
vision of God and trusting God for 
the long haul of living in the 
world. In other words, patience is 
responding to any other person 
with basic respect, honoring his or 
her human dignity, understanding 
him or her as best we can within 
both our own and other’s 
limitations. 
 
How many times have we failed to 
exhibit the kind of patience model 
Jesus is describing?  You know, 
we can be like the hundred year 
old man and plant something that 
will bear fruit for others.  And the 
planting will require responding to 
others with respect and honoring 
their human dignity.  We may 
possibly not partake of the fruit of 
our labors because it may require a 
hybridization of what we plant.  
Hybridization takes time but 

T 
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usually produces something 
stronger than the original 
plantings. 
 
We are a Christian community and 
a part of our Christian community 
has launched into uncharted waters 
for a Catholic parish in our 
diocese.  Through the courageous 
initiation of one of our 
parishioners, Jackie Frett, and the 
courageous willingness of our 
pastor, Fr. Bob, Notre Dame is 
taking a leadership position in 
trying to develop a Catholic 
ministry that provides support and 
love for children of God who are 
gay, and for their families.  This 
ministry is born out of love, as all 
ministries of our Church must be, 
and one of the ministry’s 
paramount goals is to promote love 
for our gay brothers and sisters and 
for their families. 
 
Sometimes what we love we 
understand: our spouses, our 
children, our interests; sometimes 
we don’t understand.  If anyone 
who loves God can tell me he or 
she understands God, then I am 
willing to listen and learn from his 
or her insights for as long as it 
takes for that person to convince 
me.  I love God and you love God 
out of faith and belief.  And we are 
asked to love each other because 
that is what God expects from us.  
Among those we are asked to love, 
by this same God we love, are 
brothers and sisters who are gay, 
not because they are gay but 
because they are our brothers and 
sisters in the Lord.   
 
We may not understand what it 
means to be gay or how someone 
realizes that is his/her path in life.  
The Gay and Lesbian Ministry at 
Notre Dame is committed to help 
you, our fellow parishioners, better 
understand this sensitive issue.  On 
December 1, the Gay and Lesbian 

Ministry of Notre Dame Parish is 
sponsoring a panel presentation 
entitled, Let Me Show Love.  I 
believe this could possibly be a 
watershed experience for our 
parish and the Joliet Diocese.  We 
are providing an initial opportunity 
for the Catholic community to 
provide love and support and 
understanding for all of our 
brothers and sisters, regardless of 
sexual orientation. 

 
Jesus never said love only these or 
love only those.  Jesus told us to 
love all of our brothers and sisters.  
We can plant the seedlings of love 
that ignores anything denying the 
basic human dignity of every 
person.  God’s love is 
unconditional, so must ours be. 
 
Endurance… is peace in time of war, 
calm in rough waters, safety amidst 
treachery and danger. It makes those 
who practice it stronger than steel.  
—Nilus of Ancyra (d. c. 430) 
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Did something you or someone 
you know do or say make (or 
might make) a positive difference?  
Make someone more empathetic?  
Perhaps a family member or priest 
or bishop or legislator or a LGBT 
person?   Please tell us about it, 
especially if your story might 
encourage others whose stories 
might be exactly what someone 
else needs to hear! 
 
 
 
 

 

·  Only 17 states do not include 
sexual orientation in their hate 
crimes legislation. 

·  87% of the top Fortune 500 
companies in the US provide 

protection from discrimination on 
the grounds of sexual orientation. 

·  Per Ritch Savin-Williams, 
professor of human development at 
Cornell University and author of 
New Gay Teenager, the national 
average age for coming out is 16; 
in the 1970s, it was 21. 

 

 ��	���
�
 

Jan. 26 (Sat), 2008  

Day of Reflection for Catholic 
Parents of Gay Sons & Lesbian 
Daughters.  Full day, at St. Patrick 
Church, Victor NY (near 
Rochester, NY).  Sponsored by 
Catholic Gay & Lesbian Family 
Ministry.  Casey & Mary Ellen 
Lopata, facilitators.  Info: 
aicasey@aol.com. 

Feb. 6-10, 2008 

Creating Change Conference 
sponsored by National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force.  Detroit, MI.   
NAACP Chair, Julian Bond, and 
Episcopal Bishop Eugene 
Robinson are keynote speakers.  
Visit the Fortunate Families 
exhibit table.  Info: 
www.thetaskforce.org. 

Feb. 16 (Sat) 

Fortunate Families sponsored Day 
of Reflection for Catholic 
Parents of GLBT Children. St 
Simon and Jude Church, 
Westland, MI, 9AM to 5PM.  
Contact: lindakarle@earthlink.net 

Mar. 4-14, 2008 

Sister Jeannine Gramick will 
lead a GLBT friendly pilgrimage 
to Sicily, Naples, and Rome, 
March 4-14, 2008.  Further info:  
www.newwaysministry.org/2007Pi
lgrimageBrochure.pdf, or 301-864-
3604, or gramick@juno.com. 
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May 23-25, 2008 

New Ways Ministry Retreat for 
lesbian/gay Catholics, parents, 
pastoral ministers, and interested 
individuals.  Racine, WI.  
Presenter: Anthony Gittins, CSSp.  
Info: NewWaysM@verizon.net or 
301-277-5674. 

June 21 (Sat), 2008 

Day of Reflection for Catholic 
Parents of Lesbian Daughters 
and Gay Sons, Toronto, Ontario.  
Fr. Foliot S.J. Facilitator. Contact: 
John Montague 416-523-6449 

Sep. 18-21, 2008 

NACDLGM Conference: Long 
Beach, CA.  Info: 
www.nacdlgm.org. 

 
 

Since our November newsletter, 
80 people and/or groups contributed 
to Fortunate Families.  Thanks!!! 

Your donations help with this 
newsletter, the Parents Voice Project 
survey of Catholic parents of LGBT 
children, and with resources for 
ministers, parents, and others. 

Contributions to the Len 
Szumiloski Memorial Fund enable us 
to send resources-- including our 
book, Fortunate Families, and our 
resource manuals, Seeds of Hope and 
More Seed-- to parents or pastoral 
ministers who may not be able to 
afford them. 

Your prayers and support 
strengthen our commitment to help 
families with LGBT members to know 
they are fortunate families. 

You can contribute online by 
going to this link: 
http://www.fortunatefamilies.com/
donate.htm.  Here, you can also print 
a form and send a check or charge. 
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NOTE: You may have received 
this appeal letter by mail.   If 
you have already sent your year 
end donation, we sincerely 
thank you. 

December 2007 
 
Dear Friend, 
 

I wish there were a way to take 
my deepest gratitude, wrap it up 
with a big bow and send it to you 
this Christmas season!  Your 
prayers, your interest, your 
involvement and your support are 
helping to raise a clear and 
effective voice that speaks for our 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender daughters and sons.  
Thank you so very much. 
 

I have another Christmas wish, 
as well—that you will find it in 
your heart to join in our annual 
appeal, and help us continue this 
work that the Spirit has begun in 
our Fortunate Families. 

 
Those of you who have helped 

in the past have reason to feel 
good.  Together, we took more 
baby steps in our third year of 
existence—but, praise God, these 
steps are now making bigger and 
more noticeable impressions in our 
families, in our communities and 
in our Church. 

 
Together, for example, we told 

our stories to attentive bishops in 
Minneapolis, spiritual directors in 
Omaha, PFLAG members in 
Washington, D.C., parishioners in 
Detroit and parents, family 

members and clergy across the 
land.  Fortunate Families 
conducted days of reflection, 
added its call for justice at national 
conferences and released the 
results of its ground-breaking 
survey of Catholic parents of 
LGBT daughters and sons….  And 
there’s much more to be said for 
2007.  We’ll pass it all along in our 
annual report to be released in 
spring,   2008 

 
Truth is, however, that none of 

this would have happened without 
the financial support of our 
benefactors and the prayers of our 
friends.  That’s why we come to 
you now…. Your help is vital.  
God willing and funds permitting, 
we intend in 2008 to draw our 
network of parents more closely 
together, to enable easier contact 
with each other, to enrich our 
inventory of information and 
resources and to work with 
anyone, anywhere, who speaks for 
justice for our lesbian, gay, 
bisexual or transgender children. 

 
Please consider a gift to 

Fortunate Families.  You can 
contribute online at 
http://www.fortunatefamilies.com/
donate.htm ... or print a form 
(same link) and send a check or 
charge. Please add a prayer for our 
daughters and sons in whom 
“God’s love is revealed.”   
 

Thank you.  May the peace of 
this holy season rest on you and 
yours. 

Mary Ellen Lopata 
President 
 
 
Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public 
charity organization. Contributions 
are fully tax-deductible. 



�9 

�������������	
�����
�����������������	�	���	��	��� ����	��	������
��������	������������������
������
	�����������	�	����������
��	��������������� �������
��������������������������������
	�������

�������������������	���	�������
�

���������	��
����
	
���	��������	������ 	
!����
����	"#	$%&�'(�)��	

�

 ���������������� http://www.fortunatefamilies.com/make_a_contribution.htm ��������	�������!�	��"�
�
�
��
��������������������������������� #�
	
	

� � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � 
 	
	
$����%���������
�����������������	�	��"��&��������	 ����������	���	�������

• �'())"))� � • �'*)"))� • �'+)"))�� • ��',)"))�� • � �
���' ------�

.���----------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------�

/�������

--------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------�

�	����0������1	��

--------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------�

2
������-----------------------------------���&��	� ��-----------------------------------------�

• ��2�������
��
3���
��������
��
�������������������� �������	�	����%��"� *+�
�	,�	��	-�.�	������
�/ 	

• ���
���������������	���	�������������	����
��	����� ��	��� ,����� �

� !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!�
�
�
�������������	���	�����4	���-----����5��------� � � /��������

'------------------------�
�

�������������-------------------------------------- -0����	���6��--------��&7�"�8�����-----------�
�

0	���������---------------------------------------- ----------------------��

	
��	��������		�		�		�	

• �%9���	
������7������������	����������������������	 �	����
����
����:));������
	����� ���
��� �����	��

����������	������':)��������"��2�������
����������� ��	���
��������	�����������

• �':)"))������� • �':;"))����� • �';)"))��� • �� �
���'--------<����
�

�

�������������-------------------------------------0 ����	���6��----------��&7�"�8�����-----------�

�

Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

%�


