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·   Words to ponder 
·   Letters to bishops offering dialogue 
-- and a chance to add your name 
·   Stay the Course? 
-- Commonweal editorial 
·  Parents Voice Project Survey News 
-- data summary 
·   Epiphany on Brokeback Mountain 
-- time for an Epiphany? 
·  Emmaus Retreat presentation 
-- a father’s reflection 
·  Open letter to Bishop Morlino 
-- from people in his Madison (WI) Diocese 
·  Milwaukee Priests Alliance statement 
-- concerning ballot initiatives 
·  Vatican Considers the "Lesser of Two Evils" 
-- from Michael Bayly’s Blog 
·   Tolerance at schools may help stem the ‘brain drain’ 
-- impact of gay teachers as role models 
·  News Notes 
·   Calendar 
·  Thanks! 
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A culture that promotes healthy families is necessary to raise our 
children with strong values, and the breakdown of family and 
community in our society must be addressed.  But we need serious 
solutions, not the scapegoating of others. 

-- Evangelical Christian leader Jim Wallis on 12-2-06 Democratic Party 
weekly address 

No talk about us, without us! 
-- Slogan proposed by Sr. Jeannine Gramick at the annual meeting of the 

Lesbian & Gay Christian Movement, London, Oct. 21, 2006. 
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In mid-January, this letter will be sent to each active U.S. Bishop and 
selected retired bishops.  If you want to add your name to this letter, 
you can do so by completing a simple form on the Fortunate 
Families website, or by emailing, mailing, or calling us (see box 
lower left).  Please reply by Jan. 6 to have your name included. 
 
Dear [U.S. Bishop]: 

We are Catholic parents of a gay son.  That fact has 
made us a fortunate family, and we’d like you to 
understand why. 

When our son told us that he is gay, all we were 
certain of was that we and God loved him as he is.  In 
the past 14 years, we have had the privilege to meet, 
listen to, and talk with many Catholic parents of lesbian 
daughters and gay sons who know that “God’s love is 
revealed” in their children, so profoundly declared in 
Always our Children. 

We write to you on behalf of such Catholic parents, 
their gay and lesbian children, and the compassionate 
people who minister with us all.  Your recent document, 
Ministry to Persons with a Homosexual Inclination: 
Guidelines for Pastoral Care, has caused much distress.  
In particular, it troubles us that there was no dialogue 
with people who are the subject of these guidelines—a 
peculiar omission for a pastoral document.  Perhaps that 
is why parents do not recognize their gay sons and 
lesbian daughters in the document. 

We find much hope, however, in the document’s 
concluding call for dialogue: 

[I]t is important that Church ministers 
listen to the experiences, needs, and hopes 
of the persons with a homosexual 
inclination to whom and with whom they 
minister.  Dialogue provides an exchange 
of information, and also communicates a 
respect for the innate dignity of other 
persons and a respect for their consciences.
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The undersigned 
wholeheartedly concur and 
welcome this invitation and, in 
response, we respectfully ask that 
you consider the following 
opportunities. 

First, take a few minutes to 
read as least part of the enclosed 
Fortunate Families* newsletter.  It 
contains excerpts of letters written 
to various bishops expressing 
concerns about the document 
before it was voted on.  Other 
letters and comments were sent to 
Fortunate Families in reaction to 
the approved document.  The 
feelings expressed by these 
concerned voices help explain why 
this document was not seen to be 
“positive, pastoral, and 
welcoming,” its intent according to 
Bishop Arthur J. Serratelli.  
(* Fortunate Families is a lay ministry 
with Catholic parents of lesbian 
daughters and gay sons.  We have 
enclosed a brochure for your 
information.) 

More importantly, please 
undertake your own call for 
dialogue with people directly 
affected by this document.  We 
know the depth of faith that 
nurtures their lives and their 
dedication to the Church will touch 
your heart (despite their grief 
about the way the Church treats 
lesbian and gay persons.)  Through 
our affiliations and contacts 
throughout the United States (the 
undersigned are a small sample), 
we would be happy to help you 
find dialogue partners in your 
diocese—a dialogue that, in your 
words, “facilitates an ongoing, 
interior conversion for all parties 
truly engaged in the exchange.”  
Please call or email us if you 
would like our assistance. 

Whether you accept our offer 
or not, we pray that you will seek 
out and engage in honest and open 
dialogue with lesbian and gay 
Catholics, their families, and those 

who minister with them.  We know 
you will be impressed and 
encouraged by their commitment 
to the Lumen Gentium goal that 
“all Christians in whatever state or 
walk of life are called to the 
fullness of Christian life and to the 
perfection of charity, and this 
holiness is conducive to a more 
human way of living.” 
Sincerely, 
Mary Ellen and Casey Lopata, 
Co-Founders, Fortunate Families 
On behalf of the undersigned and 
others who continue to sign on the 
Fortunate Families website. 

Encl: Fortunate Families brochure 
and November 2006 newsletter 
 
Other original signers 
of this letter: 
Jim Buckheit, 
Fortunate Families, 
Rochester, NY—gay 
Catholic 
Ann Franczyk, Fortunate 
Families, West Springfield, MA—
Catholic mother of a gay son 
George and Lorna Horishny, 
Memphis, TN—Catholic parents 
of a lesbian daughter. 
Linda Karle-Nelson, Fortunate 
Families, Farmington Hills, MI—
Catholic mother of a gay son 
Jean Kearse, Fortunate Families, 
Rochester, NY—lesbian Catholic 
Tom Nelson, Fortunate Families, 
Farmington Hills, MI—Catholic 
father of a gay son 
Bill Pickett, Fortunate Families, 
Rochester, NY—Catholic father of 
a transgender daughter 
Steve and Deb Word, Memphis, 
TN—Catholic parents of a gay son 

Sign-On! 

To add your name, complete the 
form on the Fortunate Families 
web site, or call or email.  Please 
also include your city and state, 

and%%%%if you can resonably do so%%%%

whether you are LGBT, a parent, 
a family member, a minister, etc.  
If identifying yourself puts you or 
anyone else at risk, you can sign 
anonymously—e.g., “Anonymous, 
xxx Diocese, gay priest” 

NOTE: Special thanks to Deb Word 
for suggesting that we send each 
bishop a newsletter and for paying for 
the postage, and to Lorna Horishny 
for paying for the additional 
newsletter copies! 
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By The Editors, Commonweal, Dec. 1, 
2006 

eeting last month in 
Baltimore, the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) issued a number of 
statements, including guidelines 
for the pastoral care of “persons 
with a homosexual inclination” 
and an instruction-titled “Happy 
Are Those Who Are Called to His 
Supper”-on who should or 
shouldn’t receive Communion.  

Overshadowed in the media 
reaction to the guidelines and the 
bishops’ “hard saying” about 
Communion was Bishop William 
S. Skylstad’s “Call for Dialogue 
and Action on Responsible 
Transition in Iraq.”  Skylstad is 
president of the USCCB and his 
statement on the war has much to 
recommend it.  Dismissing the idea 
that there are only two options in 
Iraq, either “cut and run” or “stay 
the course,” Skylstad pleads for a 
“collaborative dialogue that 
honestly assesses the situation, 
acknowledges past difficulties and 
miscalculations, recognizes and 
builds on positive advances.” 

M 
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These are sensible 
recommendations, necessary steps 
in bringing about a responsible 
resolution to a tragic and untenable 
situation.  The USCCB would do 
well to adopt just as sensible a 
policy in confronting the laity’s 
doubts about church teaching on 
the meaning of human sexuality.  
For instance, 95 percent of married 
Catholics do not find the teaching 
on contraception persuasive.  And 
how do the bishops respond?  

“Stay the course or get out of 
the Communion 
line” might be a 
rough paraphrase 

of the USCCB statements.  
Homosexuality is not a sin, write 
the bishops further, but engaging 
in homosexual acts is.  
Increasingly, Catholics find this 
distinction hard to square with 
what they know about homosexual 
persons.  The bishops’ response?  
“Stay the course or get out of the 
Communion line.”  

It is especially disappointing 
that before issuing their 
statements, the bishops didn’t 
bother to listen in any systematic 
way to either homosexual or 
married Catholics.  If one’s 
syllogisms are all in order, why 
bother talking with people who 
possess such “inclinations,” or 
who have tried to reconcile the 
church’s teachings with actual 
marital life?  Instead, the bishops 
stumbled on the brilliant strategy 
of reminding the faithful that in the 
church’s view, resorting to 
contraception and engaging in 
homosexual acts are equally 
“disordered.”  Evidently, the 
bishops believe that equating 
homosexual acts with a sexual 
“sin” committed by 95 percent of 
married Catholics makes their 
pastoral guidelines “welcoming” to 
homosexual persons. 

Echoing John Paul II’s 
idiosyncratic “theology of the 

body,” the USCCB’s statement on 
“Married Love and the Gift of 
Life” argues that the use of 
contraception introduces “a false 
note” into the spousal sexual 
relationship.  By such acts, the 
bishops explain, you begin to make 
yourself “into the kind of person 
who lies.”  When fertility is 
“suppressed”-rather than merely 
outwitted through the diagnostic 
calculations of Natural Family 
Planning (NFP)-the sexual act 
becomes “something less powerful 
and intimate, something more 
‘casual.’”  Married Catholics may 
be surprised to learn they are 
inveterate liars obsessed with 
having “casual” sex.  What is not 
surprising is how unconvincing the 
argument for NFP remains.  Why 
is it morally permissible to avoid 
pregnancy by using NFP, but 
“disordered” and an “intrinsic evil” 
to act on the same intention using a 
different contraceptive method?  
When the bishops can explain that, 
perhaps Catholics will resume 
listening to what they have to say 
about marital love.  

Some outspoken conservative 
Catholics argue that it was the 
failure of the bishops to strongly 
affirm Humanae vitae, and not the 
teaching itself, that explains the 
encyclical’s rejection by the laity.  
Will the condemnation of 
contraception now be vigorously 
preached from the pulpit?  If so, 
the effect may be the opposite of 
what is hoped for.  Telling married 
Catholics that their sexual lives are 
seriously “disordered” will likely 
only increase their doubts about 
the church’s understanding of 
sexuality, while strengthening the 
growing moral solidarity felt 
between heterosexual and 
homosexual Catholics.  Ironically, 

perhaps that is what the 
Holy Spirit has been 
up to at the USCCB.  
As the saying goes, 

God writes straight with crooked 
lines.  

The point is that when “stay 
the course” and “cut and run” are 
the only alternatives in the battle 
over human sexuality, too many 
Catholics will opt for the latter.  
Just as Iraq requires, in Bishop 
Skylstad’s formulation, an honest 
collaborative dialogue-one that 
“assesses the situation, 
acknowledges past difficulties and 
miscalculations...and builds on 
positive advances”-so too is such a 
dialogue desperately needed 
between the laity and the bishops 
concerning the church’s teachings 
on sexual morality.  The current 
situation, to adapt Skylstad’s 
words again, is indeed “taking a 
terrible toll,” and “moral urgency, 
substantive dialogue, and new 
directions” must be found.  While 
“stay the course” is not an option, 
“cut and run” cannot become the 
default position.  What 
Catholicism has to teach us about 
the meaning of sexuality should 
not be reduced to NFP. 

 

©2006 Commonweal Foundation, 
reprinted with permission.  For 
subscriptions: 
www.commonwealmagazine.org. 
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By Casey Lopata 
 

s of this writing, 257 parent 
surveys have been received.  

The first 229 have been analyzed 
(we needed a cutoff for an 
analysis).  Here are some of the 
interesting results. 
Who responded 

·  People from 40 states and 3 
Canadian provinces. 

·  208 of 229 supplied their name—
so they’re “out,” at least to us! 

A 
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·  Average age is 64, ranging from 
37 to 86. 

·  96% are white. 

·  Over 75% are mothers. 
What they reported 

·  147 have a gay son (some more 
than one) 

·  83 have a lesbian daughter (some 
more than one) 

·  7 have a bisexual daughter 

·  1 has a bisexual son 

·  3 have a f>m transsexual son 

·  1 has a m>f transsexual daughter 

·  19 have more than one LGBT 
daughter or son 
Comfort level with having an 
LGBT child 

·  30% INITIALLY Very 
UNcomfortable  

·  13% INITIALLY Very 
Comfortable 

·  1% NOW Very UNcomfortable  

·  74 NOW Very Comfortable 

Comfort level with 
others knowing you 
have an LGBT child 

·  31% INITIALLY 
Very UNcomfortable 

·  9% INITIALLY Very 
Comfortable 

·  1% NOW Very Uncomfortable 

·  66% NOW Very Comfortable 
Keep in mind that this is NOT a 
random survey.  We distributed the 
survey through supportive 
groups—Fortunate Families, New 
Ways Ministry, the National 
Association of Catholic Diocesan 
Lesbian and Gay Ministries, 
Dignity, PFLAG, and the National 
Association of Catholic Family 
Life Ministers.  Parents not 
connected to these groups did not 
have an opportunity to respond.  
Nonetheless, it’s fair to conclude 
that a significant number of 
Catholic parents come to recognize 

that they are indeed fortunate 
families! 
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By Dr. David Jenkins who teaches at the 
Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University, in Atlanta. June 2006.  With 
the author’s permission. 

 
uick on the heels of 
Christmas, Epiphany takes 

its seat between the Slaughter of 
the Innocents and Ash Wednesday.  
It’s a skinny season of immensely 
hopeful proportion.  During these 
brief winter days of Epiphany we 
celebrate the surprise—no, the 
shock, like the first lightening bolt 
from an unexpected storm—of the 
manifestation of God’s good news 
to the gentiles.  

It is doubtful that Annie 
Proulx, author of the 1997 short 
story, Brokeback Mountain, ever 
imagined her story could be an apt 
sermon illustration for an 
Epiphany homily, let alone provide 
the narrative for the triumphant 
movie, but I’d like to make a case 
for it.  For those who have yet to 
read the story or see the film, here 
is a brief summary. 

In 1963, Ennis del Mar and 
Jack Twist, teenage cowboys in 
Wyoming, get jobs herding sheep 
for the summer.  Ennis is desperate 
for a job and Jack is scratching his 
itch to “be somewhere, anywhere 
else than Lightening Flat,” his 
remote hometown.  Sheep herders 
have always been despised by 
cattle ranchers, a history not lost 
on the author who casts these 
discarded  “pair of deuces going 

nowhere” as shepherds.  We worry 
from the opening scene that 
nothing good will come of 
them.         

The two boys on horseback 
and their sheep dogs drive the 
thousand ewes high into the 
Rockies where the dense beauty, 
isolation, and raw power of Nature 
propel the action.  As Ennis and 
Jack guard the sheep, they are 
hailed on, snowed on, rained on, 
and struck by the kind of 
lightening that charges 
companionship with love and sex.  
There they discovered Brokeback 
Mountain, a harsh place of 
belonging, “a place both 
empowering and inimical,” claims 
the author, a landscape of surprise.  

ver the next twenty years, 
Ennis and Jack married 

strong women, raised children, 
worked rodeos and ranches, sold 
farm machinery, and after two 
decades of occasional “fishing 
trips” near Brokeback to rekindle 
their fire, the story comes to a 
tragic halt.  The scene shifts from 
the verdant mountains to the 
desolate flatlands.  The years of 
emotional and physical isolation, 
the internalized homophobia, the 
denial of self, and the denial of 
love, converge like rivers flooding 
the grief-stricken plains.  All that 
we see and feel is desolation. 

In her no-nonsense style, 
Annie Proulx said of Brokeback 
Mountain, “It is a story of 
destructive rural homophobia.”  
Throughout the film we are 
witnesses to the panoramic views 
of homophobia ruining lives—
physically, emotionally, 
economically, and socially.  This 
drives the drama and pathos of 
Brokeback Mountain.  Ennis and 
Jack store it in their bodies like 
ammunition ready for battle or 
self-destruction.  Their internalized 
self-hatred stifles hope, feeds their 
fears, blurs the lines between 

Q
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intimacy and violence, isolates 
them from each other, from the 
world, and from themselves.  In a 
poignant conversation on 
Brokeback, Ennis says to Jack, 
“Bottom line, we’re around each 
other and this thing grabs on to us 
again in the wrong place, wrong 
time, and we’ll be dead.”  In the 
midst of an unsafe time and 
culture, Brokeback Mountain was 
their only place of refuge, a 
mountainous theme looming over 
every scene. 

reasonable hope of belonging 
to a safe place and to safe 

people is often an anxious prayer 
for many people.  Who doesn’t 
desire to be safe in our own home, 
at work, at school, in our church, 
in our own skin?  Yet this is not 
the real or perceived reality for 
most lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered people in our 
communities and congregations, 
even when “Will and Grace” airs 
on prime-time.  Two-thirds of out 
LGBT youth in the U.S. were 
threatened or injured with a 
weapon at school last year.  
Matthew Shepherd’s crucifixion 
on a Wyoming stock fence, less 
than a year after the publication of 
Brokeback Mountain, still serves 
as a compelling symbol of the 
coercive, violent force of 
homophobia, and not only in the 
rural West.  Wyoming is merely a 
metaphor. 

In a New York Times article 
on Brokeback Mountain and gay 
Wyoming cowboys, journalist Guy 
Trebay wrote, “What is most 
emotionally corrosive about 
Brokeback Mountain, some say, is 
the film’s placid portrayal of the 
violence that has always been part 
of gay experience.”  One gay 
cowboy interviewed for the story 
said, “’The Shepherd thing goes 
through my mind all the time.  
People think that could never 
happen again.  It could happen.  It 

will happen.’” (New York Times, 
12/18/05).  

I believe that the official 
rulings and language of our 
churches about something we call 
“homosexuality” only serves to 
strengthen homophobia’s hateful 
grip on our world.  The recent 
United Methodist and Vatican 
rulings do not simply function as 
ecclesial decisions guarding 
ordination and church 
membership.  Like judgments from 
the Inquisition, they 
are as lethal as a tire 
iron in the hands of 
violent men, for 
these rulings 
continue to isolate human beings 
from communities which are called 
upon to be life-giving.  Couple this 
isolation with language that 
dehumanizes men and women as 
“innately disordered” or worse, 
and the self-hate and desperation 
often lead to death.  Gay and 
lesbian teenagers in the U.S. 
attempt suicide at more than five 
times the national average.  Annie 
Proulx noted the “fact that 
Wyoming has the highest suicide 
rate in the [U.S.], and that the 
preponderance of those people 
who kill themselves are elderly 
single men.”  Ennis and Jack 
managed to stay alive for each 
other as long as they could, the 
way soldiers do in war, not 
fighting for great causes or honor, 
but for those particular soldiers 
with whom they had become 
inextricably bound. 

Brokeback Mountain, in 
addition to magnifying the 
destructive power of homophobia, 
also shatters a compelling myth in 
our divisive discourse about 
sexuality, the myth that we freely 
choose our “sexual orientation.”  
When Jack and Ennis were raised 
to despise “queers” and when they 
knew first-hand the life-
threatening risks of getting caught, 

they would have been insane to 
make such a choice—in 1963 or in 
2006.  They chose this love like 
they chose to be wet when it rained 
or cold when it snowed.  “Without 
a single polemical speech, 
[Brokeback Mountain] dramatizes 
homosexuality as an inherent and 
immutable identity, rather than 
some aberrant and elective 
‘agenda’ concocted by 
conspiratorial ‘elites.’” (Frank 
Rich, N.Y. Times, 12/18/05).  
Hopefully the church can let this 
myth die. 

efore the movie was made, 
Annie Proulx said to the 

newly-hired director, Ang Lee, “I 
was very afraid about this story, 
that making stories sometimes took 
me into off-limits places.”  “Off-
limits places” is what we celebrate 
in Epiphany.  Off-limits is how the 
Pharisees and Temple wardens 
would have regarded the gentiles.  
The sacred places, sacred people, 
and sacred scriptures, the hope for 
the messiah and the light of the 
world were surely off-limits to 
those gentiles.  But then Epiphany.  

I wonder as I wander at the 
foot of Brokeback Mountain if the 
church has the capacity and 
courage to declare a Jubilee?–or an 
Epiphany? —a time and space in 
which it would listen to the sacred 

love stories of Jack 
and Ennis or any of 
its members, setting 

aside worn-out 
labels such as 

“homosexual” for words we 
understand: son, daughter, friend, 
neighbor, sister, brother, partner.  
Could we listen well to the flesh-
and-blood stories of fear and 
desolation, joy, discovery, 
liberation, belonging, and love?  
Like the Truth and Reconciliation 
hearings in South Africa, could we 
bear to hear our own stories of 
crucifixion?  Could we go to those 

A B 
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places which have been off-limits 
to pulpits and pot-luck-suppers?  

Listening to sacred stories is 
what we Christians are called to 
do.  Perhaps if we listen well, we 
will be transformed both by the 
stories and by the Epiphany hope 
that with unexpected people God 
continues to surprise us—shock 
us—and continues to call us to off-
limits places, continues to do A 
NEW THING in the world.  

So how do I know when this 
new thing is of God?  When the 
story is true.  When the news is 
good.  When the light shines in the 
darkness and the darkness cannot 
overcome it.  At the moment we 
call Epiphany, while Herod’s 
death-dealing decree echoed 
through the land, the magis—
excluded from the promise—
arrived at the stable in the hills 
near Bethlehem and took their 
place beside the shepherds. 

All quotations from Annie Proulx were 
taken from Brokeback Mountain: Story to 
Screenplay, Scribner Press, 2005. 
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October 7, 2006, at the Retreat For Gay 
and Lesbian Catholics and their Parents at 
the Jesuit Retreat House in Parma, OH 

By Ed Hoenigman 
 

 felt myself becoming more 
apprehensive as the retreat date 

neared.  I was a teacher for many 
years and was accustomed to 
giving presentations; this, 
however, was going to be 
different.  I was asked to give a 
presentation on how I felt when 
my daughter came out to me.   

When you talk about feelings, 
you are on the soul level and that 
was becoming a concern.  A retreat 
also by its very nature calls us to 
make a change in one or more 
areas of our lives.  Perhaps a 
change in attitude, life style, 
making more room for the 
spiritual, and so on.  Often, change 
is a difficult thing to ponder.   

I am retired and I work a part 
time job.  This allows 
me more time to tend to 
the spiritual and I often 
attend daily mass.  A 
few weeks ago 
while at morning mass I was 
thinking about the upcoming 
retreat.  The priest in his short 
homily opened with a statement I 
knew I had to use in my 
presentation.  It just seemed to sum 
up my thoughts about the concept 
of change.  He said, “ For the most 
part, the only people who really 
welcome change are wet babies.”  
I thought, “Yes!  When you 
change that baby you end up with 
a happier baby and when you make 
a change for the good, even a small 
change, you end up with a holier 
and happier you!   

With this thought in mind, I 
walked up to the podium to give 
the presentation that promoted me 
to do so much soul searching:  

In February of 2001, my 
daughter Alice called us from Ohio 
Dominican College and told us she 
was coming home to speak with us 
about an important matter.  Alice 
came with her older sister, 
Christine, and told us she had been 
in counseling at college for the 
past several months and was home 
to tell us that she is a lesbian.  A 
number of thoughts went through 
my mind, the first two were safety 
and salvation.  I also experienced 
surprise, confusion, sadness, guilt, 
aloneness, and anger with God.  In 
this presentation I would like to 
share with you some of these 

feelings and tell you where I am 
today, five years from where it all 
began in 2001.  I never fell out of 
love with Alice, she is and 
always will be, my 
beautiful daughter, but it 
hasn’t been easy to deal with all 
the fears and emotions surrounding 
the gay issue. 

SAFETY 

lmost without exception, 
parents I’ve met are most 

concerned about safety and 
acceptance.  Many in society 
dislike and even hate gay people 
and freely make fun of them.  I’ve 
heard many gay jokes often told 
with heterosexual superiority.  
Then there are the crimes and 
persecution, the Matthew Sheppard 
story and the hate scenes in 
Brokeback Mountain.  What’s a 
father to do? 

I was with Alice one night 
when she was a student at the 
University of Dayton and working 
with the, Student Allies Program. 
(This program, which is making its 
way on to many college campuses, 
is made up of straight and gay 
students for the purpose of 
improving communication and 
understanding among the 
students.)  Around 11:00 pm, we 
were cleaning up from a street 
festival when a vulgar scream 
came out of the darkness followed 
by the shattering of glass as a beer 
bottle exploded on the street close 
by.  My daughter, my child, a 
target of hate and fear.  What’s a 
father to do? 

Today I still fear for Alice’s 
safety, I don’t think this will go 
away.  I don’t have to tell you that 
society is very far away from 
understanding and accepting gay 
people. 

SALVATION  
here are many churches which 
preach rejection of the “sin” of 
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homosexuality as well as rejecting 
the “sinner.” 

I am 64 years old and have 
heard and read the gospels many 
times and do not find any 
references to Jesus casting aside 
any gay children.  Jesus invited all 
of us to become part of the 
Kingdom of God, God’s household 
on earth. 

Today I realize that sexual 
orientation is not a choice.  I have 
come to learn religion involves a 
personal relationship with God by 
each of his children.  In this 
relationship of father God and 
child, conscience comes into play, 
and each person must strive to be 
true to his or her conscience and 
work on developing this personal 
relationship with the Father.  We 
are made in the image of God and 
we are expected to use our intellect 
and will to live out our spiritual 
life.  In the end, God alone is the 
judge of the human heart.  And 
how will He judge us?  In the 
Gospel of St. Matthew, chapter 25, 
we get a glimpse of the final 
judgment…….”I was hungry and 
you gave me to eat, thirsty and you 
gave me to drink, naked and you 
clothed me, sick and you visited 
me……” we will be judged on 
how we responded to God’s 
people, God’s household on earth. 

ALONENESS 
hen a difficult situation 
arises, most of us feel, why 

me?, why us?, why my family?  
This is how I felt after Alice came 
out to us.  Then I turned to my 
family and we helped one another 
come to grips with this 
emotionally charged issue.  Shortly 
after Alice told us I made a call to 
the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland 
and was referred to a support 
group for parents which meets at 
St. John Vianney Parish in Mentor 
Ohio.  I called the Church and left 
a message and within the hour, Fr. 

Tom Johns called and invited us to 
join with other parents of gay and 
lesbian children.  We are not alone 
after all.  In the 
support group, 
parents can freely 
express their 
feelings and seek 
help from other parents who are 
experiencing the same feelings and 
fears.  I have seen fathers and 
mothers break down and cry, 
overloaded with feelings that rush 
upon them as they attempt to deal 
with all the issues of gayness.  It 
takes much time, sometimes years, 
for parents and children to work 
out all the issues of gayness.  I’m 
so grateful for the parent support 
group, it has been such a help for 
me.  When Alice first told us, I 
thought we could keep this as a 
family secret, but fortunately that 
didn’t happen.  Extended family 
members often ask me how Alice 
is doing and when she is home she 
is always welcome at family 
events and treated lovingly.  Like 
other families, there are relatives 
whom we chose not to tell for 
various reasons.  Perhaps in the 
future they also will know. 

SADNESS 
nstinctive to parenting I think, is 
the desire to have grandchildren.  

I feel sad that Alice may not have 
children of her own and I know 
she feels this way also since she 
dearly loves children.  This is a 
sadness we both can share. 

As Alice’s dad I was 
anticipating her growing up into a 
beautiful young woman, falling in 
love, and having a family of her 
own.  During her childhood, Alice 
was very athletic and didn’t fuss 
much about how she dressed.  I 
remember as it was getting close to 
her high school graduation day I 
was hoping and looking forward to 
how pretty she would look for the 
event.  I had some extra money put 

aside to buy her a graduation dress.  
I was confused by her lack of 
interest.  I even offered to take her 
to the store myself, and I hate 
shopping.  (I’m what you call a 
focused shopper, I know exactly 
what I want, I go to the store, get 
the item, and I’m out of there).  In 
the end, Alice wore a dress her 
aunt picked up.  It wasn’t very 
attractive, and the dress was 
quickly covered up with the cap 
and gown.  It was immediately 
discarded after the ceremony.  I 
felt sad that day, I so wanted to see 
Alice dressed up for graduation 
and that didn’t happen.  I now 
realize that many of the things that 
make me sad also make Alice sad.  
By staying in touch we can help 
each other cope with these 
feelings. 

GUILT  
 would have, I could have, I 
should have, and now I can’t.  

Like many parents the tape played 
over and over in my mind.  If only 
I had done this or avoided that, it 
may have made a difference.  I 
know now that this is not true, but 
feelings often crowd out our 
intelligence.  I never gave much 
thought to the gay situation until I 
had to.  I realize now that I did not 
cause Alice to be gay by my 
actions or inactions.  Orientation 
comes with genes and a complex 
of factors still not completely 
understood.  I can’t change my 
blood type which is controlled by 
genes and people can’t change 
their orientation which is also 
controlled by genes.   

At first I felt embarrassed and 
didn’t tell anyone.  I wasn’t strong 
enough to deal with the questions 
and I felt I had failed somehow as 
a parent.  This has changed.  Just 
this past week when I checked 
back with my boss about taking 
Saturday off for the retreat, I told 
him I had a lesbian daughter and I 
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was attending a retreat for gays, 
lesbians, and parents with gay and 
lesbians children.  Not only that, I 
was giving a presentation as a 
father of a gay child!  I also told 
my co-worker.  I was happy that 
they were very supportive and I 
used that moment to express my 
feeling about homosexuality.  I 
have come a long way from how I 
felt five years ago.  I have also 
discovered that I receive more 
support than I expected when I talk 
with people about this issue. 

I do feel guilty that it took me a 
long time to accept Alice’s girl 
friend Audry.  I apologize to you 
Audry.  You are a beautiful young 
person and I am happy Alice has 
you as her girl friend and I 
welcome you into our 
family, and said that 
she had purchased an 
engagement ring for Audry.  If 
Alice had been dating a young man 
I’m sure the news of her 
engagement would have flown 
around the family with great speed.  
I find it very difficult to adjust to 
this new situation.  I again 
apologize to Alice and Audry, it 
will take this old person a little bit 
longer to feel confident and 
comfortable to share this good 
news…. 

ANGER WITH GOD  
ife is difficult and has many 
challenges.  Why do people 

have to endure gayness in a 
predominately “straight” world?  I 
was mad at God.  Why does my 
Alice have to live with so many 
problems?  It would have been so 
much easier to have a heterosexual 
daughter.  After much prayer, 
thought, and sharing with other 
parents, I realize that we live in a 
very imperfect material world.  We 
cannot count on anything:  
Cleveland weather, our dreams 
fade, our health falters, our career 
may go south, a friend or family 

member dies, and so on.  The only 
things we can count on are:  bills, 
taxes, we keep getting older, we 
will die…..AND, AND… God our 
father loves us deeply, every one 
of us, we are all part of his plan 
and members of His household 
here on earth.  He will answer our 
prayers.  I take great comfort in the 
story of a very old man reflecting 
on his long life.  He said, I now 
realize that every one of my 
prayers was answered.  I couldn’t 
see it at the time when I didn’t 
receive exactly what I asked for, 
but I can see it now as I look back 
on my life.  Things turned out well 
in the long run.  I was blessed.  We 
can count on God our father to be 
with us every step of the way.  We 
are His pride and joy and we have 
been made in His very image and 
likeness….. every one of us!!  
AMEN. 
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From Catholic Families Who Support 
Basic Rights for Civil Unions [ Signed by 
27 Wisconsin families/individuals] 

Dear Bishop Morlino, 
e Catholic families of the 
Madison Diocese want to 

publicly express our disagreement 
with your position statement 
published in the Catholic Herald, 
in which you equated the right of a 
loving gay couple to enjoy the 
legal benefits of a civil union 
similar to marriage with a “satanic 
plan to destroy family life...and our 
country from within.”  To be blunt, 
we believe your position is 
dangerous and wrong.  Wrong on 
proper Christian teaching and 
wrong on a logic that states 
“purifying the culture in the United 

States” requires denying basic civil 
rights to those who honor Christ’s 
teaching to create love, stability 
and peace in our communities.  We 
believe your pronouncements have 
lent assistance to regressive 
politicians whose political agenda 
includes gay bashing and the 
politics of hate and division.  For 
that reason, we needed to speak 
out. 

We believe you have done a 
great disservice to the Church and 
the mission of Christ by issuing 
such an incendiary call to arms.  
Equating a vote to pass a 
constitutional amendment, which 
for the first time in history would 
deny rights to minorities in our 
constitution, rather than protect 
them, with a “holy battle” is 
reminiscent of the crusader 
mentality that brought shame to 
our Church so long ago.  There is 
no scriptural or logical basis for 
asserting that granting loving gay 
couples the basic civil protections 
and legal benefits of a committed 
union will result in any straight 
couple’s marriage, or the broader 
institution of marriage to “go down 
the tubes.”  Think about it—if two 
loving, committed gay people form 
a long-lasting union and we in our 
democracy extend commensurate 
civil rights—how are our 
heterosexual marriages, much less 
the entire institution of marriage, 
threatened?  We believe the single 
most destructive force in family 
life is the breakup of marriage, 
which leaves kids fatherless and 
single mothers struggling.  
Because you and others are not 
looking at our gay brothers and 
sisters as fellow creations of God, 
who have all the same dreams and 
needs of the rest of us, it remains 
easier to talk about them in 
generalities, reflexive prejudices 
and out-of-context biblical 
citations. 
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Jesus told us the most 
important of his teachings was to 
”love one another” with tolerance 
and understanding being 
fundamental to the Christian way 
of life.  Therefore, we believe our 
Christian faith requires us to stand 
up for the rights of those who 
choose commitment over 
convenience, love over prejudice, 
and family stability over 
selfishness.  While the Church may 
nonetheless see fit to resist the idea 
of “gay marriage,” it cannot justify 
supporting that part of the 
proposed constitutional 
amendment that also imposes a 
restrictive and punitive ban that 
forever precludes extending basic 
civil rights to the committed union 
of both straight and gay couples.  
Such a ban runs contrary to Church 
teaching that requires us as 
Christians to engage in a constant 
process of discernment and 
understanding of the problems and 
needs of our fellow citizens.  A 
ban closes the door forever and in 
our judgment removes from future 
generations, that hopefully are 
smarter and more compassionate 
than us, the opportunity to evolve 
on this issue.  

Unfortunately, by equating 
civil rights for committed gays to 
the end of “a godly decent 
culture,” by claiming their pursuit 
of basic civil rights “would destroy 
everything that is truly human” 
and by issuing the siren call for a 
“spiritual battle for Jesus Christ,” 
you, Bishop Morlino, have done 
more than bash gays, you have 
dehumanized them.  You have 
equated their longing for human 
and civil dignity to a satanic plan, 
and you have seriously misled 
your flock.  Most importantly, you 
have betrayed the teachings of 
Jesus, the Original Radical, 
Feminist and Preacher of love and 
acceptance.  It is a shame that you 
then put our fundamental 

American value of freedom of 
religion at risk by telling our 
government that it “has an 
obligation to help us [Christians] 
live according to [your] reason.”  
You are correct that “history will 
prove you wrong” one day.     

Someday, history will look 
back on Wisconsin as either a State 
of progressive, Christian values 
that supported civil rights for all, 
OR it will be viewed as one of 
many unfortunate States whose 
electorate succumbed to small-
minded bigotry and fear.  We think 
Wisconsinites learned a lesson 
from the McCarthy era and we are 
confident we will do the next right 
thing on this important issue by 
voting NO in November on the 
marriage and civil union ban.  

Bishop Morlino’s Catholic Herald 
statement can be viewed by going to 
http://www.madisoncatholicherald.org
/2006-03-23/bishop.html. 

        

Milwaukee Priest 
Alliance Statement 
Released October 5, 2006 

The Milwaukee Archdiocese Priest 
Alliance is a grassroots organization 
of 140 priests (diocesan and religious, 
active and retired) who serve in the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

e priests work daily with the 
joys and sorrows of 

marriage and family life.  We try to 
uphold a consistent ethic of life in 
our preaching and programs of 
religious instruction.  Because we 
have a stake in policies that touch 
on these matters, we wish to join 
the public debate stirred up by the 
November ballot measures, namely 
the constitutional amendment 
defining marriage and the advisory 

referendum about restoring the 
death penalty. 

The death penalty is contrary 
to our deeply held belief in a 
consistent ethic of life.  This 
barbaric practice was rejected by 
the people of this state in the 
1850s.  We do not believe its 
restoration will stop the brutal 
crimes that prompt calls for its 
return. 

On the proposed constitutional 
amendment concerning marriage 
and the larger concerns for the 
stability of marriage and family 
life, we have these concerns and 
hopes: We affirm the call of our 
bishops to work for the 
strengthening of marriage and 
family.  We are especially grateful 
that they have urged that a vote on 
the defense of marriage 
amendment be accompanied by a 
repudiation of ‘words and deeds 
that demean individuals with a 
homosexual orientation, many of 
whom are our brothers and sisters 
in Christ.’  Many gays and lesbians 
are a part of the Catholic family 
and we do not want to see them 
marginalized or driven away. 

We concur with the analysis 
offered by Fr. Bryan Massingale in 
his Catholic Herald ‘Guest 
Opinion’ of September 21, 2006   
We share his well-founded fear 
that the amendment may be 
construed to deny rights and 
services, including health care, not 
only to those in civil unions but 
many other citizens of Wisconsin 
as well, irrespective of their marital 
status. 

Indeed, our pastoral experience 
tells us that the prospect of gay 
unions is not a chief cause of 
marital instability and family 
dissolution.  Marriage and family 
are more at risk from more 
immediate challenges—problems 
that can and should be addressed 
by candidates.  Among them are: 
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· The worsening poverty which is 
pervasive in a land blessed with 
wealth.  One of every four 
Milwaukeeans lives below the 
poverty line.  
· The fragility of jobs, the 
stagnation of salaries, the loss of 
pensions and the shrinking access 
to health insurance and healthcare.  
· The commercialization of sex 
through pornography, prostitution 
and worldwide Internet access.  

These and other factors break 
apart marriage and undermine 
family life.  We strongly encourage 
public officials to address how 
they will address them if elected or 
returned to office.  We pledge our 
continued efforts to encourage 
marriage and stable family life.  
However, we need the 
reinforcement of sound public 
policies which strive for economic 
justice and the common good. 
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November 26, 2006 

By Michael J. Bayly 

here’s talk once again of a 
shift in thinking on the part of 

the Vatican with regards to 
condom use. 

John Cooper of the Guardian 
of London, for instance, writes 
that, “the Roman Catholic church 
has taken the first step towards 
what could be a historic shift away 
from its total ban on the use of 
condoms”. 

Elaborating, Cooper notes that, 
“Pope Benedict XVI's ‘health 
minister’ is understood to be 
urging him to accept that in 
restricted circumstances – 

specifically the prevention of 
AIDS – barrier contraception is the 
lesser of two evils.  The 
recommendations, which have not 
been made public, still have to be 
reviewed by the traditionally 
conservative Vatican department 
responsible for safeguarding 
theological orthodoxy, and then by 
the Pope himself, before any 
decision is made.” 

I’ve discussed this issue 
previously, noting that the “lesser 
evil” argument was insightfully 
explored by John Allen in the May 
5 issue of the U.S.-based National 
Catholic Reporter. 

“If the [expected Vatican] 
document simply asserts that a 
condom is a ‘lesser evil,’” wrote 
Allen, “experts say it would do 
little more than ratify what is 
already a broad consensus among 
Catholic moral theologians.  
Traditionally, confessors and 
pastors have long been permitted 
to counsel a ‘lesser evil’ to prevent 
greater harm . . . As applied to 
condoms, the ‘lesser evil’ 
argument [says that] if there’s a 
danger of HIV infection, a married 
couple should abstain from sex 
altogether.  If they can’t be 
persuaded to do so, however, it’s 
better that they use the condom 
rather than endangering life.” 

As I’ve previously observed, 
such an argument could be applied 
to the issue of homosexuality.  For 
example, given the statistics on 
GLBT persons, substance abuse, 
and suicide, a gay man could 
legitimately argue that it’s a 
“lesser evil” for him to seek and 
build a loving, sexual relationship 
than be in a lonely, potentially 
depressed state wherein he would 
be prone to self harm through�
alcohol abuse and/or suicide. 

Of course, many people view 
the whole “lesser evil” argument 
deeply flawed.  After all, the 

Vatican’s deliberations and 
pontifications on many of the 
sexual matters to which the 
argument could be applied, stem 
from the dubious belief that the 
essential purpose of sex is 
procreation. 

Such a contention, theologian 
Daniel Helminiak notes, 
emphasizes “the generically 
animal (biological), rather than the 
distinctively human 
(interpersonal)” dimension of 
human sexuality.  In addition, the 
“sex = procreation” argument 
ignores contemporary research and 
personal experience with regards 
to human sexual relationships. 

Helminiak, and others, argue 
(the rather obvious reality) that in 
Church practice, procreation is not 
essential to sex. 

“Stoic philosophy,” Helminiak 
writes, “held that conception of 
offspring is the only ethically 
acceptable reason for having sex.  
Especially through St. Augustine, 
early Christianity incorporated this 
notion, and some churches invoke 
it to condemn homosexual acts.  
Yet many Christian denominations 
allow the use of contraceptives and 
marry couples who plan to remain 
childless, and all [including the 
Catholic Church] allow marriage 
and sex between known sterile 
couples or between couples 

beyond childbearing age.  
Even the Catholic 
Church has recently 

emphasized the emotional bonding 
and loving sharing that are central 
to sexual intimacy and, while 
forbidding use of ‘artificial 
contraceptives,’ does allow the use 
of the ‘rhythm method’ to 
deliberately avoid conception–
which distinction is questionable.  
Evidently, the churches do not 
really believe that the essential 
purpose of sexual sharing is 
procreation.  Religious insistence 
on procreation is disingenuous.” 
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And thus so too are notions of 
“lesser evil” when contemplating 
and discussing non-procreative sex 
between loving couples - gay or 
straight. 
Michael Bayly is a progressive, gay, 
Catholic.  His Blog, The Wild Reed, is 
http://www.thewildreed.blogspot.com. 
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By Joy Davia [Oct. 22, 2006, Rochester 
Democrat & Chronicle] 

 lot has changed since Rich 
Ognibene, 43, an openly gay 

Fairport High School teacher, was 
in school. 
Television shows such as Will & 
Grace, movies about gays and 
lesbians and out-of-the-closet 
celebrities — from Ellen 
DeGeneres to Lance Bass, 
formerly of 'N Sync — are more 
common now.  

And you can find 
books in libraries 
about gays and 
lesbians — books that 

aren't just on psychiatric 
research and hidden away on a 
dusty corner shelf.  

Communities and corporations 
are also becoming more tolerant.  
The schools, however, while 
making strides in this area, still 
have a way to go, said Ognibene, 
speaking at a seminar Friday at the 
Equality Leadership Conference at 
the Riverside Convention Center.  

Ognibene said there was a link 
between gay students' experience 
with intolerance in school and 
businesses' ability to get talented 
workers. 

"I keep reading about this 'brain 
drain,'" said Ognibene, referring to 

the term officials use to describe 
the migration of talent out of 
Rochester.  

A gay student who had a hard 
time in school might view the area 
as unfriendly to gays and not 
return to Rochester after 
graduating from college, he said.  

Ognibene held up The Rise of 
the Creative Class, a book by 
Richard Florida that talks about 
how more creative workers are 
needed as the economy shifts from 
manufacturing to a more 
knowledge-based one.  

One thing creative workers 
want, whether straight or gay, is to 
labor in a community and a 
workplace that values diversity, 
Florida writes.  He measured 
diversity by the Gay Index, which 
serves as a proxy for an area's 
openness to different kinds of 
people and ideas.  

Freshly graduated students, in 
deciding where to work, 
will likely judge their 
hometown on the kind of 
experience they had in 

school, Ognibene said.  
Since business officials are 

concerned about the brain drain, 
could they get schools to focus 
more on how gay students are 
treated?  Ognibene had the 
following tips for business 
officials:  

·  If your business has written gay-
friendly policies, perhaps including 
domestic partner benefits, share 
such policies with school boards.  
A school district's gay-friendly 
policy might make teachers feel 
safer about being "out."  This 
allows gay students to have 
positive gay role models in their 
formative years.  

·  Ask schools if they have gay-
straight alliances or diversity 
clubs.  Ognibene estimated that 
slightly more than 20 schools here 
have such alliances, a big increase 

from the couple that existed when 
he started one at Fairport nine 
years ago.  
"They have been growing by leaps 
and bounds," he said. 

·  Ask schools if they have books 
in their libraries on gay and lesbian 
issues.  He suggested Rainbow 
Boys and Straight Parents/Gay 
Children: Keeping Families 
Together.  For the younger grades, 
he said it would be nice if books 
on different types of families that 
included stepfamilies and single 
mothers would also include stories 
on "two mommies or two daddies."  

Denise Finnerty, 25, of 
Henrietta attended the conference, 
which was put on by the Gay 
Alliance of the Genesee Valley 
and the Finger Lakes GLBT 
Workplace Alliance.  

Finnerty, who grew up in 
Liverpool, near Syracuse, said one 
reason she is now working in 
Rochester is because it is a 
"diverse and gay-friendly, very 
tolerant environment."  

Ognibene's talk resonated with 
Finnerty, who said one regret she 
had was that one of her high 
school teachers didn't come out 
until two years after she graduated.  

"I wish I had a gay role model 
in high school," she said.  
"Someone I could at least talk to."  

Printed with permission.  Copyright © 
2006 Rochester Democrat and Chronicle | 
55 Exchange Boulevard | Rochester, NY 
14614 | (585) 232-7100. All rights 
reserved.  Online: 
www.DemocrateandChroncile.com 
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We know nothing more about the 
study proposed below, but it may 
be of interest to some of you.   
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Parents of School-Aged Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, or Transgender 
Children and Adolescents 
We are looking for parents of 
school-aged children or 
adolescents who identify as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, or 
transgender (LGBT) to participate 
in a study about the challenges and 
concerns parents have about the 
school experiences of their LGBT 
daughters and sons and how these 
challenges and concerns impact 
the family.  Your voluntary and 
confidential participation would be 
greatly appreciated.  If you qualify 
and decide to participate in this 
study, you would be paid for your 
time.  $25.00 per person.  To learn 
more about the study, please, 
contact Dr. Todd A. Savage at 
(505) 646-4093 or 
tsavage@nmsu.edu. 
This study is being conducted by 
Todd A. Savage, Ph.D.; Eve M. 
Adams, Ph.D.; Betsy Cahill, Ph.D. 
New Mexico State University, 
Department of Counseling & 
Educational Psychology, & 
Department of Curriculum & 
Instruction, College of Education, 
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88003-
8001 

* * * * * * * 

In the November elections, 
Arizona became the first state to 
defeat an amendment to ban same-
sex marriage.  Seven other states 
approved such amendments but 
with smaller majorities than votes 
in the previous 20 states that 
approved such amendments. 

* * * * * * 
Transgender Natural Law news!  A 
North Dakota hunter shot and 
killed a buck with an impressive 
rack of antlers, only to find the 
animal was physiologically female. 
-- Reported in This Week magazine, Dec. 
8, 2006. 

“Gay, lesbian bisexual, and 
transgender persons have to be 
brought into full participation in 
the life of the church.... John Paul 
II's ecclesiology of communion 
calls Catholicism to adopt a 
pastoral style towards LGBT 
people that is accepting, 
welcoming, encouraging, one that 
does not reject, define and exclude, 
but that enables and encourages 
participation.” 

-- Bishop Joseph Sullivan--NACDLGM 
Conference 9/24/06. 
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Jan. 20 (Sat), 2007 

Day of Reflection for Parents of 
GLBT Children , St. Simon and 
Jude Church in Westland, MI 
(near Detroit).  Sponsored by 
Fortunate Families.  Registration is 
$25/person, $40/couple. More 
info: Lindakarle@earthlink.net. 
 
Feb. 10 (Sat), 2007 
Day of Reflection for Catholic 
Parents of Gay Sons and Lesbian 
Daughters.  9:30 AM to 5 PM at 
Sisters of St. Joseph Motherhouse, 
Rochester, NY.  Sponsored by 
Catholic Gay & Lesbian Family 
Ministry.  Info: 671-6796 or 
maob@rochester.rr.com. 
 
March 16-18, 2007 

New Ways Ministry's Sixth 
National Symposium -- 
Outward Signs: Lesbian/Gay 
Catholics in a Sacramental Church.  
Sheraton Bloomington Hotel, 
Minneapolis, MN. 
Plenary speakers include: Sr. 
Margaret Farley, RSM, Bishop 
Leroy Matthiesen, Fr. Richard 
McBrien, Brian McNaught, Sr. 
Helen Prejean, CSJ.   
Pre-Conference Workshop Day for 
Parents and High School/College 

Personnel with James Alison. 
Info: New Ways Ministry, 4012 
29th Street, Mt. Rainier, Maryland, 
20712, (301) 277-5674, 
NewWaysM@verizon.net. 
 

 
 

Fortunate Families is humbled and 
encouraged by your outpouring of 
support!  Since our November 
newsletter, 72 people and/or 
groups contributed.  Thank you!!! 
Your donations help with efforts 
like this newsletter and with 
resources for ministers, parents, 
and other family members. 

ontributions to the Len 
Szumiloski Memorial Fund 

enable us to send Fortunate 
Families resources, including our 
book, Fortunate Families, and our 
resource manuals, Seeds of Hope 
and More Seeds, to pastoral 
ministers who may not be able to 

afford them.  It also 
enables us to 

purchase resources, 
books, CDs, videos, 

and DVDs for use in Fortunate 
Families ministry. 
Your prayers and support 
strengthen our commitment to help 
families with gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual and transgender members 
to know they are indeed fortunate 
families. 
You can contribute by check or 
charge, or by going to this link: 
http://www.fortunatefamilies.com/
make_a_contribution.htm. 

Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public 
charity organization.  Your 
contributions are fully tax-
deductible. 

 

C


