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 NOTE: If you would rather not receive this newsletter, just let us know and we will remove you from the distribution list. 
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·   Words to ponder 
·  Fortunate Families farewell & welcome  
·  Dusty feet disciples–Deb Word  
·  What do you think, Jesus?—Al Symonanis  
·  Parents of homosexuals speak in Catholic High Schools in 

Cleveland Diocese—Ann Hoenigman 
·  “A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he 

will not snuff out (Isaiah 42:3)—Steve Balog  
·  Four times in two weeks: A reflection—Fr. Paul Poupard 
·  Did you know…??? 
·  Calendar 
·  Thanks! 
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"The union of love, based on matrimony between a man and a 
woman, which makes up the family, represents a good for all society 
that can not be substituted by, confused with, or compared to other 
types of unions." 

 -- Pope Benedict XVI, May 16, 2008, the day after the 
California Supreme Court overturned a ban on same-sex marriages 
 
"No longer do we debate the goodness or sin involved in same-sex 
anything.  That work--including solid scriptural and moral 
theological study--has been done and done well.  Today the 
theological question is the nature of heterosexism.... Scholars from a 
wide range of traditions are exploring heterosexism (not 
homosexuality) in all the major religious traditions." 

-- Theologian Mary Hunt, Dignity Convention, July 3, 
2009.  For full text go to www.dignityUSA.org 

 
“It is important for those with nothing to lose to speak up for those 
who have everything to lose.” 

-- Michelle Leatham [see “Dusty feet disciples” article] 
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With deep gratitude and no 
little sadness, we say farewell 
to Jim Buckheit as he leaves 
the Fortunate Families Board 
of Directors after five years of 
service. Jim was involved 
with Fortunate Families since 
its beginning in 2004.  His 

experience in administration and in many facets of 
parish life enriched Fortunate Families.  Jim’s insights 
and talents will be missed.  Jim began his tenure with FF 
in Rochester, NY and now lives in Sacramento, CA 
where he continues to spread the word about Fortunate 
Families.  God bless you, Jim. 

We welcome two new members to the Fortunate 
Families board of Directors. 

Michael Harmuth lives in Pleasanton, CA with his wife 
Mardelle. Father of five children, including a lesbian 
daughter, Michael brings a wealth of experience and 
passion to Fortunate Families.  He has been with the 
Oakland Diocese Outreach Ministry for over 15 years 
and is currently its Chair.  He was president of the 
Pleasanton PFLAG for five years, and he was on the 
Board of Directors of the National Association of 
Lesbian and Gay Ministries (NACDLGM) for three 
years and served as their Office Manager for five years. 
Currently he serves on the Board of a Catholic girls high 
school in San Francisco and as the database System 
Administrator for a local foundation.   
 
Deb Word, a native Memphian, is the proud mother of two.  
Chris, her oldest son, is gay. She and husband Steve have 
been active in parish life for over 30 years.  Deb is a member 
of the Catholic Association for Lesbian & Gay Ministry 
(CALGM, formerly NACDLGM) and is active with the 
Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community Center, the 
Tennessee Equality Project, and the Human Rights 
Campaign. She serves as her parish’s Pastoral Council Chair, 
and Finance Council Chair. She and Steve are also part of 
the 1st Tuesday Potluck Host Team, and Parent Support 
Team for the Diocesan Catholic Ministry with Gay and 
Lesbian Persons. One of Deb’s favorite ways to educate 
people about LGBT concerns is by writing letters to 
newspapers, bishops, etc. 
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from Deb Word 

On Saturday June 20th this year, 5 
people from the Memphis Diocesan 
Ministry with Gay and Lesbian 
Persons went to the Pride Fest in 
Peabody Park.  We wandered about 
the park, visiting with folks, handing 
out a few pins (a rainbow with a cross, 

on a card that invited them to 
potluck) and cards that 
invited them to Mass or the 
Ministry 1st Tuesday potluck. 

The group wore t-shirts that say “You 
are always welcome at the Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception.” At the 
July potluck, the group reported on 
their experience at Pride.  Here are 
excerpts from their reports.  
 
Deb Word: 

 noticed the young man on the 
other side of the street at the 

parade, dressed only in shorts and 
flip flops. He was stopping the 
parade every few minutes to have 
his picture made with the parade 
participants.  I thought that he had 
probably spent a while in the ‘beer 
garden’ while waiting for the 
parade to start. He was “Easy to 
notice, Easy to write off.”  
Later in the day, I saw him coming 
toward me on the path, and as I 
turned to give him a card, he 
spotted someone, and picked up 
speed. (Why I followed him? Not 
sure it was my 
decision…) I too 
picked up speed, 
(yep, Grandma 

Word, running after a 
shirtless guy on the 
path in the park...I 

don’t understand it either).  
When I got close 
enough I tapped him on 

the shoulder and said “You look 
like the kind of guy who enjoys a 
party, well, we have a great party 
at Church on the 1st Tuesday of the 
month at IC.”  He looked at me, at 
the card I had handed him, smiled 
and said thanks… and turned 
away.  He only went about 10 feet, 
and came back to say “you know, 
I’ve been looking for a church that 
would have me” I hugged him and 
told him he would always be 
welcome at the Cathedral. 
 
Steve Word: 

here were a couple of guys at 
the ‘beer garden’ before the 

parade, and we began visiting with 
them. One of the guys lives in 
Starkville, our last home. We had a 
few friends in common.  The other 
lives in Alabama.  
Our new friend from Alabama was 
VERY interested in the ministry. 
“Really,” he said “does your 
Bishop know about this?” I told 
him we had the bishops blessing, 
that we were a diocesan ministry, 
and that he was welcome to join 
us. “ Wow,” He said, “I guess 
things have changed, I used to play 
the organ for a Catholic Church in 
Alabama, played the 8am Mass 
there, the 10 next door at my 

church, and back for the 
noon service for the 
Catholic Church.  Then 

they got a new priest, and 
after about 6 weeks he asked 
me…Are you gay? I told him I 
was, but that it had been a long, 
long time since I was involved 
with anybody in any kind of 
relationship. Father told me he 
needed to ask me to resign; he said 
it was against the rules to have a 
gay organist (like I was the only 
one on earth- please.)  
He told us he was glad to hear 
someone was working to heal the 
wounds the church had inflicted. 
He talked about his friend who had 
died a few years ago, away from 

the church, who was a clarinetist. I 
told him our oldest was a 
clarinetist and a band instructor.  

He offered, and then 
sent, a beautiful old 

clarinet, for our Chris to 
pass on to a student who 

otherwise wouldn’t be able 
to afford to be in the band. He said 
it would make his friend proud. 
 
Jeanne Horishny: 

 took aim at the folks who were 
lonely looking people, alone in 

the crowd.  Most of the individuals 
were receptive to the invitation or 
at least they acted like it. Some 
people knew exactly where the 
cathedral was and seemed very 
surprised to know the ministry was 
so active. But the majority had no 
idea of the ministry. Most were 
happy to be invited, one gal 
thanked me for reminding her, she 
had stopped going. Overall the 
attitude was accepting and grateful 
to be welcomed and invited to join 
in.    
 
George Horishny: 

t is difficult to understand the 
mixed feelings that I had when 

the subject of going to the Gay 
Pride parade wearing a T-Shirt 
with a message on it was brought 
up.  At first I said YES, and then I 
had second thoughts.  But I am 
glad I put away my fears and 
attended wearing our shirts, 
announcing "All are welcome" at 
the Cathedral.   
The people who I came in contact 
with were a mixed group.  Some 
could really not believe that the 
Catholic Church would allow a 
ministry for the GLBT people.  
Some shared how they were afraid 
to attend their parish church 
because of sermons they had heard 
condemning them.  Some were 
afraid that their parents would be 
shunned because of them.  I was 
asked if I was gay, and why I 
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would be in this place if I were 
not.  Stories of their being shut out 
of their families lives were also 
shared.  I had several people thank 
me for showing that someone 
really cared for them and 
understood their plight.  It was a 
wonderful feeling to see that God 
was a part of these people’s lives 
even with the rejection they have 
experienced. 
It was a comforting feeling to 
know that just our presence at this 
event displayed that the Catholic 
Church really does have a place at 
the table for all, and that more 
people now know they are 
welcome at the Cathedral.  The 
reward for my being at the Gay 
Pride Parade was the "Thanks for 
Being Here" that was shared more 
than once. 
 
Michelle Leatham, a 
Presbyterian active member of 
the group:  

hen Deb and Steve Word 
invited me to join them for 

the parade, I was so excited.  I try 
to take every advantage to speak 
out and speak up for the rights of 
my family and friends.  As my 
brother who is gay reminds me “It 
is important for those with 
nothing to lose to speak up for 
those who have everything to 
lose.” 
Then when Deb offered me a T-

shirt and asked me to 
represent IC, I became 
a bit hesitant.  

Realizing I am not a 
member here, I am not 

even Catholic; perhaps I don’t 
“belong” in a place representing a 
Church that is not “mine”.  Or is 
it?  Then I considered the message 
that we planned to share: “You are 
always welcome at the Church of 
the Immaculate Conception …God 
Loves Us All” and I realized, hey, 
that includes me; so I went. 

As I began handing out cards, 
reminding people that Jesus loves 
them, and welcoming them to this 
meeting, I was sometimes met with 
stares of disbelief.  “I didn’t know 
such a group existed” and “Does 
your Church support us?”  I was 
proud to answer “yes.”  I was 
proud to describe the fellowship, 
prayers, and fun we enjoy as a 
group.  I found that I was proud to 
consider IC to be “My Church,” a 
Church where all are welcome and 
all are seen as Children of God. 
While I had several inspirational 
chats, one of special significance 
comes to mind.  I handed a card 
and a pin to a lady as I described 
our group and fellowship.  She 
looked back at me with tears in her 
eyes and told me “I could never 
show up there, my daughter is a 
member of IC and she is ashamed 
that I am a lesbian.” She went on 
to add “As much as I would love to 
come, I could never be a part of 
your group.”  I told the woman I 
would pray for her to find a way to 
join us. I told her that I would also 
pray for her daughter; I told her 
that I would pray for her daughter 
to be reminded that indeed, God 
Loves Us All. 

As I mingled 
among the 
parade goers, the 

festivities, and even the heat, I was 
happy to be in the mix. While at 
first I was bummed that we didn’t 
have a booth, a shady place for us 
to meet those passing by, a place 
for us to ‘re-gather’ after 
circulating through the crowd, I 
later came to appreciate that our 
approach to merge with the crowd 
was far more effective.  I even 
smiled as I noticed my dusty feet 
and sandals and considered; this 
must be how the disciples of Jesus 
felt as they walked from town to 
town spreading the news that 
indeed, “God Loves Us All.” 

 

��������������������	�����
By Deacon Al Symonanis 

rom now on we regard no 
one according to the flesh, 

even if we knew Christ according 
to the flesh, yet now we know him 
so no longer.  So whoever is in 
Christ is a new creation…”  That is 
a section from the reading today 
from the 2nd Letter of St. Paul to 
the Corinthians (2 Cor 5:16). 
As Catholic Christians, St. Paul is 
effectively telling us that we are to 
judge no one according to the 
flesh.  And yet, isn’t that, in effect, 
what too many of us actually do?  
Even though a person many be “in 
Christ,” don’t we judge them by 
different criteria–criteria that 
revolve around what makes us 
comfortable, or traits that are most 
like us? We still judge too many 
people by race, by ethnic origin, by 
religious affiliation, by sexual 
orientation. 
How many of us who reject other 
races have any friends who are 
other than ours?  How many of us 

who reject other 
ethnicities have friends 

or acquaintances from 
those ethnicities?  How many of us 
reject people from other religious 
affiliations, or are close to people 
from other religions?  How many 
of us who loudly, or quietly behind 
the scenes, reject people who are 
gay or lesbian or transsexual really 
know or are friends with them? 
In many of the familial and social 
circles that encompass the borders 
of my life, I have friends and 
acquaintances in all of these 
differences from me.  Perhaps I 
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have focused so much on the 
principles and commandments that 
Jesus set forth that allow me to not 
think about the relatives, friends 
and acquaintance as other than the 
way Jesus would.  For that I thank 
God for being blessed.  However, 
being in such a place, I have more 
difficulty dealing with those who 
reject people of different races, 
ethnic origins, religious affiliation 
or sexual orientation.  I realize 
now that I have to also accept 
those different from me because of 
their prejudices–it’s a segment of 
difference I hadn’t anticipated 
having to deal with. 

ne of the reasons that I was 
involved in the Catholic 

Interracial Council when I was in 
high school, why I gravitated 

toward the Human 
Resources function–
which was a watch- 
guard against all 
forms of prejudice–in 

my career evolved from the 
Catholic education I had received 
from the Sisters of Nazareth, the 
Holy Cross brothers and the Jesuits 
in college–and the moral principles 
my parents–especially my father–
drummed into my head from when 
I was young.  I thank God again to 
be blessed by so many wonderful 
moral teachers. 
And probably that upbringing was 
behind the ease with which I could 
get involved with the GLBT 
ministry at our parish.  As I have 
mentioned in other articles, I have 
a transsexual brother; I have a few 
relatives who are gay; I worked 
with several associates and 
subordinates who are gay or 
lesbian; I have worked with gay 
priests and knew lesbian nuns.  
And along the way, through 
involvement and discussion with 
them, I came to understand that 
none of them–not one–ever chose 
to be gay or lesbian or transsexual.  
They are who they are; they are 

children of God just like you and 
me. 
What is sad is that there are so 
many in the world who are so self-
righteous that they cannot see the 
hand of God working in all of us, 
no matter who we are.  And further 
sadness is brought about by the 
fact that their prejudices are 
products of misinformation and 
misinterpretations and ignorance 
of or unwillingness to research the 
bases of their prejudices. 
When we look at the associations 
of Jesus, we notice his rubbing 
shoulders with all sorts of people: 
prostitutes, tax collectors, 
members of the dominating army–
the Romans, lepers, etc., etc., etc.  
What we need to do is focus on 
what Jesus said about GLBTs 
during his time training his 
disciples.  As we research the 
Gospels, what do we find?  We 
find nothing because that’s what 
Jesus said on the subject–nothing!  
Unfortunately there are too many 
people–wearing WWJD bracelets–
who “know” what Jesus would 
say.  And those are the persons 
who try to persuade the rest of the 
world to believe their 
interpretations of Jesus’ 
philosophy and teachings.  If 
you’re caught up with those who 
are following the “false prophets” 
Jesus warned us against, maybe 
you–as I do–need to go back and 
read and reflect on the 
compassionate messages that 
underlie all of Jesus’ teaching, and 
then ask ourselves whether we’re 
on the right track. 
Why therefore be disturbed? Your 
heart is agitated by the tribulations of 
the world, as the boat in which Jesus 
Christ was asleep. . . . This boat in 
which Jesus Christ is sleeping is your 
heart in which faith is slumbering. 
What news do you hear, O Christian, 
what news do you hear?  

—Augustine of Hippo (354-430) 
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By Ann Hoenigman 
 

n the fall of 2007   Sister Rita 
Mary Harwood SND, Secretary 

for Parish Life and Development 
in our Cleveland Diocese, asked 
me, as a member of the Parents of 
Catholic Gays/Lesbians Support 
Group to speak to religion teachers 
and counselors from a number of 
Catholic High Schools in the area 
about what can be done to help 
homosexual students in high 
school. 

I emailed my then 23 
year old lesbian 
daughter, Alice, living 
in Indiana.  She invited her gay 
and lesbian friends with Catholic 
High School backgrounds to add 
any thoughts or experiences they 
had in high school that could have 
been helped by different policies in 
the schools.  They came up with 
many good suggestions and 
situations.  The young people 
discussed feeling very lonely with 
no one to go to for advice or help.   
One young lady said, “The Church 
teaches that both homosexual and 
heterosexual kids should observe 
abstinence outside marriage.  
Sexual activity was not a big 
issue.” The bigger issue for these 
kids was trying to understand and 
accept themselves and their strange 
attractions to people of the same 
sex. 
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The kids talked about feelings of 
shame, self disgust and terrible 
loneliness.  Alice said, “Now, as 
an adult I can face these issues but 
as a teen-ager I could not even 
begin to deal with all of my 
upsetting feelings. I told no one in 
high school that I was a lesbian, 
because I thought 
they would hate me; 
I hated myself.” 

How were we able to 
bring our message to the 
Catholic High School? 

n the 2006-2007 school year a 
group of religion teachers, 

counselors, and campus ministers 
from various Catholic High 
Schools in the diocese called the 
office of Wayne Uehlein, 
Associate Superintendent for 
Catholic High Schools.  These 
educators voiced their concerns 
about ministering to homosexual 
students and asked for some 
guidelines.   As their concern was 
bubbling up from below, Bishop 
Richard Lennon was discussing 
with Sister Rita Mary, the ongoing 
pastoral care and development of 
the Diocesan Gay/Lesbian Family 
Ministry.  Included in this ministry 
was attention to the needs of 
students at the high school and 
college levels.    

Thus, the Pastoral Care Committee 
was formed during the 

2006-2007 
school year.  
At the first 
meeting this 

Mission 
Statement and purpose was 
proposed.  The Pastoral Care 
committee strives: 

·  To assure that each person in 
every Catholic school 
community is valued and 
respected, regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender 
identity/expression. 

·  To use Catholic doctrine as the 
foundation of Catholic High 
School principles and practices; 

·  To ensure respect and dignity to 
every person/student; 

·  To ensure safety within our 
school and student groups. 

ome concerns included: safety 
and wellbeing of homosexual 

students, inappropriate language 
from students demeaning to 
homosexuals, and preventing 
bullying or cyber bullying of 
students who were or were 
perceived to be homosexual.   

The committee expanded in the 
2007-2008 school year to include 
other principals, campus ministers, 
religion teachers and counselors. 

Realizing the importance of stating 
clearly our mission in the Catholic 
Schools, the group worked on the 

development of a 
statement which 
could be posted in 
the classrooms of 

schools and appear in 
each student handbook. As a result 
of that work and with the approval 
of the Bishop, all high schools of 
the Diocese have been asked to 
include the following statement in 
their Handbooks: 

"Made in the Image and 
Likeness of God" 

(Name of School) seeks to create 
and foster a school community in 
which all individuals are treated 
with dignity, integrity, and respect. 
And in light of this, every person 
has a human dignity which (Name 
of School) is committed to enhance 
and protect. We believe that all 
individuals are "created in the 
image and likeness of God." For 
these reasons, the (Name of 
School) community is one in which 
all faculty, students, and staff are 
entitled to pursue their fullest 
intellectual, social, spiritual, 

emotional, and physical potential. 
Harassment of any kind interferes 
with this development and, 
therefore, will not be tolerated. 

Harassment occurs when an 
individual is intimidated, teased, 
bullied, threatened, or 
discriminated against because of 
race, religion, age, gender, 
physical appearance, 
socioeconomic status, or sexual 
orientation. Harassment creates an 
offensive, hostile, and intimidating 
environment. Examples of 
harassing behavior include, but 
are not limited to the following: 
Verbal, Physical, Visual, Sexual 
Harassment. 

The school will treat allegations of 
harassment seriously and will 
review and investigate such 
allegations in a prompt, 
confidential, and thorough 
manner. As members of the (Name 
of School) family, we trust that you 
will embrace and practice these 
principles on campus and in your 
home. 

The schools communities have 
treated allegations of harassment 
very seriously and this has made a 
difference in our high schools. 

n the 2008-09 school year, the 
faculties of fourteen Catholic 

High Schools 
came 
together in 
groups of 3-4 
schools for 

an in-depth presentation on 
homosexuality, the teaching of the 
church, emotional and 
psychological considerations, the 
considerations and learning of the 
Pastoral Committee and reflections 
from a parent’s point of view.  
Four parents from the Parents of 
Gays/Lesbians group participated 
in these presentations.  All of the 
presenting parents felt they had 
received positive feed back. 
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The goal for 2009-2010 is 
thorough involvement of all 
students’ parents in more complete 
understanding and greater 
sensitivity to the impact of 
harassment, of any type, including 
homosexuals, on the life of our 
students. 

Talks to parents by the 
parents of homosexuals 
is one of the ways the 
Diocese, the Pastoral 

Care Committee, and the 
Parents of Homosexuals 

groups hope to work together in 
the next year to further our cause.   
We of the Parents of Gays Group 
here in Cleveland are optimistic.  
The process may be slow; 
however, we feel it is off to a good 
beginning.��
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by Steve Balog 

y wife, Florence, and I went 
to a college graduation party 

this past Saturday, July 18th. Our 
daughter Sharon (aka, “Ronnie”) 

graduated from 
Portland State 
with a degree in 

Sociology. Ronnie 
is 39 yrs old. We are proud of our 
daughter. 

Ronnie quit her well paying job as 
a computer specialist with a 
Fortune 500 company about two 

and a half years ago to go back to 
school full time to finish her work 
for her college degree. This was 
with the encouragement and 
support of her partner, Robyne. 
She was told time and again by the 
personnel department that the 
reason they were paying her so 
much less than other employees 
and not promoting her was because 
she did not have her college degree 
even though they kept asking her 
to train new employees and 
assume more and more 
responsibilities. Ronnie also just 
wanted to go back to learn and 
continue her college education. 

Ronnie had been doing well in 
college. She went to Gonzaga in 
Spokane, Washington for a year 
and a half. She then transferred to 
University of Oregon in Eugene. 
One evening in Eugene she went to 
a gathering place for g/ls to play a 
bit of pool and have a beer with 
some friends. Apparently, another 
woman there did not like seeing 
this young, African American, 
lesbian woman having a good 
time. She took her glass of beer 
broke it and viciously smashed it 
into the face of our daughter. The 
person who attacked her was 
convicted of assault and sent to 
prison for six months. Ronnie 
recovered physically from the 
more than 40 stitches in her face. 
But the trauma from 
the hate was just 
too much for her. 
She dropped out of 
college. She took 
jobs wherever she 
could find them. She and her twin 
lesbian sister have learned to 
survive despite the hate they 
experience around them as African 
American and lesbian. Ronnie has 
healed not only physically but is 
healing emotionally as well 
because of the love she is 
experiencing from her partner and 

hopefully from her parents and 
sister and others around her. 

his last semester, Ronnie had 
the choice of taking a 

reasonable amount of classes or 
really “going for it”, taking 17 
hours and finishing up. She had a 
lot of misgivings and wondered if 
she was capable of making the 
grade. But she decided to give it a 
try. Several weeks ago, she called 

us. She was so 
excited and proud. 
She had just 
received her grades 

for the last semester; a 4.0 
average! 

After the party was over this past 
Saturday and the 25 guests had all 
gone home, Florence and I sat with 
Ronnie and Robyne out on their 
deck. We basked in the quiet of the 
setting sun and shared our love for 
each other and the joy of Ronnie's 
success. We realized the courage it 
took for her to return to school and 
to work hard and to succeed. It 
seems so evident that there is 
beauty and truth and comfort and 
support and healing here in the 
love our daughter and her partner 
share. And as we sat there that 
evening, we also thought about the 
Gospel of that day, where St. 
Matthew quotes the prophet Isaiah 
who speaks of a gentle healing 
Love who reaches out to all of us: 
“A bruised reed he will not break, 
and a smoldering wick he will not 
snuff out....” (Isaiah 42:3) 
 

Stories make a difference! 
Did something you or someone you 
know do or say make a positive 
difference?  Make someone more 
empathetic—a family member, priest, 
bishop, legislator or LGBT person?   
Tell us about it. Your story could 
make the difference in someone’s life.  
Your story might be exactly what 
someone else needs to hear! 
 

M 

T 
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Special to Fortunate Families by Fr. 
Paul Poupard 
 

n the past two weeks I have 
offered Mass, as a retired priest 
in the Southern U.S., at the 

funerals of four friends from 
different church parishes.  The one 
link with all of them, besides 
friendship, is that each of their 
lives involved close same-sex 
relatives.  All four of the deceased, 
three men and one woman, were 
older Catholic leaders of 
dedication and depth—three “born 
Catholic” and one a “convert.”  
Two were grandparents of gay 
grandchildren, one the father of a 
gay child and one the sibling of a 
gay man. 

The two grandparents 
had experienced the 
struggles of their 
children who were the 
parents of gay offspring.  
Both grandparents had quickly, 
lovingly and with exceptional 
support reached out to their 
respective gay grandchildren.  
(Don’t we sometimes hear 
“Grandchildren are such a joy I 
wish that I had had them first!)  
With the outreach of one of the 
grandparents one set of parents 
came to a point where they could 
proudly declare “My son is now 
quite comfortable in his skin” as a 
young attorney.  The other set of 
parents regularly quote their 
fundamental pastor and pressure 
their gay son who still must live 
with them. 

As for the parent of the gay child 
there had been a long struggle over 
that person’s life journey, now 
settled as a distinguished 
university professor and author.  
Tragedy met the lives of two of his 
other children.  Family, co-
workers, church and community 
members were shocked as that 
father and grandfather put a pistol 
to his head and took his life. 

The fourth funeral was for the 
brother of a gay sibling.  That 
close and joyful family is well 
known for their level of service to 
the community—both gay and 
heterosexual. 

n my celebrating and continuing 
to pray for and reflect on the 

journeys of these four persons—so 
varied and yet connected by the 
thread of gay family members—I 
make two observations. 

First, one doesn’t have to look too 
far beneath the surface of most 
families’ lives and relationships to 
discover that their stories converge 
with some similar patterns, pains, 
struggles, joys and hopes centered 
on gay and lesbian relatives. 

Second, it is often a revelation of 
grace to hear their family story and 
see the marvelous and loving ways 
that many, often as grandparents, 
reach out in love and support of 
gay relatives.  Of course there are 
“horror stories” as well! 

As “Fortunate Families” so often 
repeats and helps facilitate, the 
telling of 
one’s story 
is a 
powerful 
ministry.  In fact just 
this afternoon as I 
spoke as priest to a small group of 
gay men on their personal and 
spiritual journey, I compared such 
outreach in telling of family gay 
stories to the role of scripture in 
spreading the “good news” of the 

encounters of God and God’s 
beloved humans. 

So don’t wait for grandparents to 
intervene; don’t delay until 
someone puts a gun to their head.  
Be a messenger of love, support 
and acceptance right where you 
are! 
 

�������������1�����

The July 15 issue of the Vatican 
newspaper, 

L’Osservatore 
Romano, said Oscar 
Wilde was “a man who 

behind a mask of 
amorality asked himself 

what was just and what was 
mistaken, what was true and what 
was false… [He followed] “a long 
and difficult path toward that 
Promised Land which gives us 
reason for existence, a path which 
led him to his conversion to 
Catholicism.”  Wilde was jailed in 
1895 for homosexual acts. 

 -- Reported in 7-31-09, “The 
Week.” 

          

A May U.S. Gallup poll indicated 
that support for allowing openly 
gay men and women to serve in 
the military has risen from 63% in 
2004 to 69%.  The biggest 
increases have been among 
conservatives (46% to 58%) and 
weekly churchgoers (49% to 60%). 

 -- Reported in 4-24-09 “The 
Week, p.4. 

          

When Fred Phelps’ Westboro 
Baptist Church held anti-gay and 
anti-Semitic protests in New York 
on June 20, 2009, a gay-friendly 
Manhattan synagogue turned the 
occasion into a fundraising 
opportunity.  They asked 
supporters to pledge $1 for every 
minute protesters stood yelling 

I 
I 
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insults and holding abusive signs.  
In 50 minutes, they raised $10,000. 

 -- Reported in HRC’s 6-24-09 
“Equally Speaking” webcast. 

          

A recent Pangea media poll among 
more than 3400 young people 
reports that 75% support marriage 
equality.  That, despite 55% 
believe being gay is a choice, 
while 26% believe people are born 
gay. 

 -- Reported on HRC’s 6-26-
09 “Equally Speaking” webcast. 

          

Based on interviews conducted 
between Jan. 2007 and Nov. 2008, 
the Barna Group research company 
found: 

�  72% of heterosexual adults say 
faith is important in their lives, 
compared to 60% of gay adults. 

�  85% of heterosexual adults 
identify themselves as Christians, 
compared to 70% of gay adults. 

�  75% of heterosexuals said their 
“personal commitment to Jesus 
Christ” is still important today, 
compared to 58% of gays and 
lesbians. 

          

Per the 2008 American Religious 
Identification Survey, published at 
Trinity College, “Six of the eight 
states where 50% or more of the 
public supports gay marriage are 
the states with the highest 
proportion of Catholics, ranging 
from Rhode Island at 46% to New 
York and California at 37%.” 

 -- Reported in 7-29-09 USA 
TODAY Faith & Reason. 

          

The 2010 Winter Olympics in 
Vancouver will host the first house 
devoted to LGBT athletes and their 
family members.  Called Pride 

House, it will hold about 100 
people. 

 -- Reported in HRC’s 7-21-09 
“Equally Speaking” webcast. 

          
 

"��	���
��
Sep. 23, 2009 
(Wed) 

National Bisexuality Day.  Info: 
www.thetaskforce.org 

Sep 24-27, 2009 

Catholic Association of Lesbian 
and Gay Ministries (CALGM) 
Conference.  Las Vegas NV.  
Speakers: Anne Bryan Smollin, 
James Alison, Todd Salzman & 
Michael Lawler, and Harry Knox.  
Workshops by Fortunate Families.  
Info: www.nacdlgm.org. 

Oct. 4, 2009 (Sun) 

New Ways Ministry Luncheon 
and Bridge Building Award to 
John McNeill.  New York City , 
1-5 PM.  Info: 
info@newwaysministry.org OR 
www.newwaysministry.org OR 
301-277-5674. 

Oct. 9-11, 2009 

New Ways Ministry retreat.  
Facilitator: Michael Crosby, OFM 
Cap.  Syracuse NY area.  Info: 
info@newwaysministry.org OR 
www.newwaysministry.org OR 
301-277-5674. 

Oct. 11, 2009 (Sun) 

Solidarity Sunday.  Dedicated to 
the memory of the many, including 
LGBT, persons who lost their lives 
through violence because of who 
they were or perceived to be. Info: 
www.dignityusa.org/solidarity.  
Also National Coming Out Day. 

Nov. 6-8, 2009 

Call To Acton, Milwaukee, WI.  
Info: www.cta-usa.org. 

Nov. 21, 2009 (Sat) 

Day of Reflection for Catholic 
Parents and Family Members of 
Lesbian Daughters and Gay 
Sons.  9am–3pm.  Based on 
“Always Our Children.”  
Benedictine Sisters Shalom Prayer 
Center, Mt. Angel, OR.  Florence 
& Steve Balog: Facilitators.  Info: 
(503) 845-7850 or 
sandfbalog@mtangel.net. 

You can reduce our mailing costs 
(and folding and stuffing labor) if 
you request email 
notification of future 
newsletters and 
download them from 
our website.  Thanks! 

 

 

Mary Ellen & Casey Lopata at June 
28, 2009 San Francisco Pride Parade  

 

Since our June newsletter 33 
people and/or groups contributed 
to Fortunate Families.  We are 
able sustain this ministry to, with, 
for and by parents of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
daughters and sons because of 
you. Thank you! 
 
Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public 
charity organization. Contributions are 
fully tax-deductible. 
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