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Don't listen to the Pope — Listen to Mom — YOU ARE/ED
-- Judged best slogan in Seattle 2004 Gay Pridadear
When | was 11, | felt | got a calling from God ®dnun. But

when | was about 15, | realized my older brothesway, and |
couldn’t support a religion that didn’t support royother.

-- Anne Hathaway, actor and formerly devout Catholi
It seems to be a fact that you suffer as much fhenchurch as
for it.

-- Flannery O'Connor
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If you haven't received a survey, by email or the
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By Casey Lopata

As of August 15, we've received 212 surveys from

parents of LGBTQ daughters and sons (some are from

couples) from 40 states & two Canadian Provinddss
geographic diversity is encouraging as we seeleveldp
a network of parents to call for a more just andrig
response to our LGBTQ daughters and sons.

Keep those surveys coming!

We'll report to our generous grantor, the Wheatah (
Franciscan Sisters, based on these surveys. Howbee
survey will continue indefinitely as the Parentsdéo
Project develops. Remember, the more parents who
respond, the stronger the network and the loudePtrent
Voice. So, if you can get the survey to parents Wave
not yet responded, please encourage them to do so.

series of survey result reports will run in Foete
Families newsletters, beginning with this one.

How do parents want to help? Survey results show the
one thing most parents (57%) are willing to do ieatwe
call “peer counseling.”™ This willingness acknowtgss the
sense of isolation many parents feel when thew ldair
daughter or son is lesbian, gay, bisexual, or gander.
Even parents who feel relief and affirm their daeglor
son can feel isolated in a world—and a church—ifesits
their child as second class.

t is good to know so many are willing to reach ¢ait,

listen to other’s stories and share their owncdming
months, Fortunate Families will develop ways torwmmt
those willing parents with others who need thens. wiark
on this network progresses we welcome any suggestio
you may havelf you have experience in building
networks of people across the country, and are willg
to work with us, please contact us.
*A word about “peer counseling.” Most people urgtand peer
counseling to be people in like circumstances, witire
experience or training, helping those in situatitireg are
distressing in some way. While parents who haietbey could
“peer counsel” usually have more experience, madshat have
particular training in “counseling.” Thereforewbuld be more
accurate to use a different phrase to describeattigity. Some
suggestions include: peer conversations; peerostgyp; parent
supporters; parent pals; peer listeners; paregenkss; peer

postal service, and you are the Catholic pareat of travelers.
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or questioning

Do you have any suggestions???
daughter or son, let us know and we’ll get you ong you y sugg
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By Casey Lopata, plagiarizing from John
Montague, NACDLGM Vice-President of
Conferences.

Scripture, family, same-sex civil
marriage, gay priests — these are
among the most frequently
mentioned issues of interest
reported by early respondents to
the Parents Voice Survey. The
Sept. 21-24 National Association
of Catholic Diocesan Lesbian and
Gay Ministries Conference
(NACDLGM) in Brooklyn is a
great opportunityor parents, and
others, to hear about and discuss
topics that concern them and their
LGBTQ daughters and sons!

Focus sessions specifically dealing
with these concerns include:

- Homosexuality and scripture.

- Family systems.

- Same-sex marriage: Impossible?
Exception? Alternative?

- Coming Out and Staying In: A
Gay Priest Receives the Sacrament
of Acceptance — Fr. Fred Daley.

lenary speakers include

something for everyone.
Reflect with psychologist J.A.
Loftus, S.J. on St. Paul's call to
internal freedom. Two
theologians, Susan Ross and Diana
Hayes, will present different
perspectives on the reality of Love
and Justice within the LGBT
community. And Bishop Joseph
Sullivan will share reflections on
the Church as a community we
strive to become.

This Conference also presents an
unequalled opportunity to meet
others who are doing pastoral work
with the gay and lesbian
community. If you immerse
yourself in this conference, you

will leave lifted and energized!

Join us in this pilgrimage of faith.
At Francis College, Brooklyn, NY,
Sept. 21-24, 2006.

For registration info, email
office@nacdlgm.org or visit
www.nacdlgm.org.
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October 6-8, 2006 at the Jesuit Retreat
House in Parma, OH (near Cleveland)

his weekend is a time to
encounter Christ and to share
“our journey” together.

mmaus: 2006 is the seventh

annual retreat weekend for gay
& lesbian Catholics at the Jesuit
Retreat House in Parma. The
retreat environment is one of
acceptance that allows participants
to be open and honest about who
they are. A highlight for many is
breaking into small groups where
people can share their thoughts and
concerns regarding personal,
family and faith issues.

or the first time Emmaus: 2006

welcomes parents to join gay
Catholics in prayer. There will be
time for conversation separately
and together between both groups.
Parents of gay Catholics are
welcome with or without their own
gay sons or daughters. We hope
that prayer and dialogue around
the Emmaus 2006 theme — “We
Are Family” — will enrich both gay
and lesbian Catholics and the
parents of gay and lesbian
Catholics.

he annual Emmaus retreat is

being presented by Fr. Stephen
Krupa, S.J., Sr. Marian Durkin,
C.S.A., and a planning committee
of gay and lesbian Catholics. Fr.
Steve is a professor of theology at
John Carroll University. Sr.
Marian is on the leadership Team
of her order, the Sisters of Charity
of St. Augustine. This retreat has
been designed as a celebration and
deepening of Catholic faith and
sharing among the retreatants.

mmaus: 2006 is an extension

of the programs offered for
gay and lesbian Catholics by the
Diocese of Cleveland. The
diocese’s Gay and Lesbian Family
Ministry states, “Baptized
members of the church who are
gay or lesbian remain full
members of the Catholic Church
and are encouraged, as are all
Catholics, to live life faithful to the
Gospel and to participate in the life
of a parish community.”

As a result of attending
previous retreats, many

participants have become more
involved in parish ministries. One
past retreatant comments, “This
retreat is a unique experience
where | can share and strengthen
my Catholic faith with other gay
Catholics. I've learned a lot about
my faith, my church and myself.
I've also ended up with a great
group of friends.”

mmaus: 2006 will begin on

Friday, October 6 at 6:30pm
and conclude on Sunday, October
8 after 10:00am mass. The cost for
the retreat weekend is $145 per
person and includes a single,
private room and 5 meals.
Scholarships are available. To
register or for more info call 440-
884-9300 or visit the Jesuit Retreat
House website: http://www.jrh-
cleveland.org/emmaus.html.
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Catholic Parents Support Group — Seattle.
By Marilyn Cass, Kirkland, WA

[Editor's note: CPSG is a terrific example of whatrents
can do! -- Contact info: cpsgseattle@gmail.com]

Gay Pride Sunday, June 25, 2006, was pristine with
summer perfection, brilliant blue sky and crystagli
rays of sun; punctuated by coalescing rainbow bpks
against a soundtrack of multiple bands, horns,grel
cheers. More than 180 groups were gathering their
cohorts to walk down Fourth Avenue—the “main street
heart of Seattle, Washington.

Our band of Catholic Parents of leshian, gay, hiakx
transgendered sons and daughters, thirteen stnasg,
the largest representation we've ever had at theuah
Pride Parade. My little red Toyota Corolla addetdst
to compete with groups marshalling many dozens of
members, floats, trucks and buses. The car weebbpi
festooned with rainbow garlands and banners on each
side proclaimed: “Catholic Parents Out and Produtitie
hood sign unmistakably stated: Catholic Parentp&up
Group: St. Benedict Catholic Church. Each ondén t
group carried their own sign with a personal statenof
support for a son or daughter. And just in case
bystanders didn’t notice, the loudspeaker idemtitis
and our mission of support and our effort to exptbe
love of Jesus to families, friends and GLBT persons

This announcement draws huge cheers from the crowd
of 200,000. Their shouts and appreciation foll@wv u
along the route. Shouts of “thanks Catholic Moemt
individuals running from the crowd to give or getug

or request a picture, bring tears to our eyes ataige

our hearts to bursting. We respond with wavesyinig
kisses and calls: “You are wonderful.” “We loveuyb

We were mostly moms and dads, a few gay friends and

Sister Faye, of the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgeroed

this year most of our little group was walking the

first time in the parade. But it must also be ddteat
Beverly Coco, Catholic Parents Support Group (CRSG)
co-founder with me, was walking, and has partiggat

in the Pride Parade for three decades. Bev wasfone
the first mothers in the entire nation to stanguplicly

for her gay son. Her action with that of a fewesthin a
couple other cities led to the founding of PFLAG:
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays—
Bisexual and Transgender persons.

BEGINNINGS
Catholic Parents Support Group, CPSG, began
meeting at St. Benedict Church in Seattle’'s
Wallingford district in October, 1997. It was the
serendipity of the Spirit that our beginning codexi
with the publication of the US Catholic Bishops’
pastoral letter, Always Our Children. Our intentiwas
to give Catholic families a place of safety and
confidentiality within our faith heritage and tousdte
about homosexuality. PFLAG has offered extraomjina
support, education and advocacy for more than aésye
however it became clear to me that Catholic parents
really wanted to speak with other Catholics andiede
to know what their church was saying on this coinigis
issue.

CPSG, a peer support group, has welcomed and
encouraged many dozens of individuals and couples.
Some come once or twice, some drop in and out over
time. Some make regular attendance a priorityfimad
what they need and offer what they can to new psren
And some embrace the mission to develop proud and
empowered parents and the vision of a supportive
church. They become committed and involved in an
ongoing way.

ADVOCACY
ersonal empowerment emboldened some members
this year to speak on behalf of their childrenum o
state capitol of Olympia. For nearly 30 yearsdhg



community and thousands of progressive supporters
have sought to pass anti-discrimination legislaiion
Washington State. On Equality Day in January, tsagh
us traveled to the capitol and visited our leg@isito
talk about the importance of this legislation. dsv
privileged to testify before both the State Housé a
Senate committees for House Bill 2661. | spoka as
person of faith and a Catholic mother of a gay sbhe
bill passed! It was an historic achievement anchae a
small part in it.

Our two-hour CPSG meetings always begin with the
Solidarity Prayer and end with a prayer. Average
monthly meetings on the third Monday bring 20-25
people and are alternately facilitated by Janie and
Sharon. The first half of the meeting is givennated
speakers; Catholic leaders in the community, soneti
priests or former priests, or community resouraethe
issues. Some months we show a video and follow wit
discussion or simply have an informal sharing and
conversation. A break after the presentation alow
personal connection between individuals, an oppdstu
for more support or exchange of phone numbers or a
chance to browse our book collection. During the
sharing time in the second hour attendees can voice
concerns they have, share their hopes and dreams or
celebrate a family experience of new understanding,
growth and joy.

OUTREACH AND PUBLICITY

For years local newspapers and church bulletins have

published our meeting notices. Recently we sent oU
new brochure with an accompanying letter of
introduction, to 80 parishes in the archdiocese algo
invite various local priests and diocesan leadeista
guest at a meeting to witness the ministry of CP8&.
ask nothing more of these guests than their presenc
with an openness to understand who we are. Akhav
expressed their support and appreciation for this
important outreach and local pastors refer peogéiag
information to us.

Fr. Roger O'Brien, a local priest, recently visitesland
in a letter following his visit he stated:

“I resonate fully with the pain, confusion, and tilnat
were expressed around the circle at the startof ou
session....It's vitally important that a forum exighere
you all can share your stories and prayerfully sbek
support of our gracious God and of one anothé&opk
everyone appreciates that your group has the gglatit
and support of our Archbishop. You are doing what
right, and God will bless you for it.”

His warm affirmation confirmed our commitment tasth
important ministry to Catholic Parents of Lesbiansl

Gays.

I *
By Steve Balog

L ast week we drove into Portland, Oregon from our
new home in Mt. Angel. We came to help our
daughter and her partner get their house readsilto s
They are buying a home in the country with 5 ases
they can have more space to care for their adopted,
abandoned and sometimes previously abused animals.

As we were working in their yard, cutting grass,
weeding, and planting, their neighbor, Will, can tw
talk to us. Will has lived next door to our daugght
Ronnie, and her partner Robyne for about 3 yeaf.
must be in his 50’s. He introduced himself. Anel w
told him we were Ronnie’s mom and dad. Will stdrte
by saying “Ronnie and Robyne are such a wonderful
couple”. He told us how much he and his
wife would miss having them as neighbors.
He said he admired them so much for their
commitment to their values, referring to
their compassion not just for abused, abandonedasi
but for all people in the neighborhood. He saat th
“they are wonderful neighbors; the kind you wané&in
neighborhood. They are so helpful to anyone whatlge
help here. | am really going to miss them.” Ard h
added in admiration that Ronnie can “do anything:
plumbing, electrical, carpentry work!”

Of course we were happy to hear these words ofgrai
about our 36-year-old daughter. But to tell yoe! tituth,
it surprised us. Oregon is one of the States whiach
voted in a constitutional amendment defining maeia
as between a man and a woman. Prejudice and even
hatred seem alive and well here. Perhaps Wilkmgihe
opportunity to live next door to a committed coupleo
happen to be lesbian, changed his mind. | doréinkn
but it started me wondering.

| wonder about persons in the Vatican who declare
homosexuality a disorder and tell us any physical
expression of love between same sex persons is
intrinsically evil. And tell us that it would dcahm,

even violence, to children if they are adopted lspime
sex couple. Have they checked these teachingesigai
reality? | wonder what they would teach if thegev
lived next door to a same sex, loving couple, cotteaii
to each other and to the neighbors around thentcand
the alleviation of suffering in all God’s Kingdom?
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By James Lopata, In Newsweeldyigust
9, 2006. With permission of the author.

re Christianity and
homosexuality antithetical to
each other?

You might be led to that
conclusion after reading many
articles in the mainstream press
lately.

Unless it's a story specifically
about the intersection of gay rights
and religion — like an article
about openly gay Episcopal Bishop
V. Gene Robinson — you're
unlikely to find coverage of gay
,,,,,,,,,,, rights concerns that
X don’t include anti-
gay quotes from
\ those who
profess
religious
beliefs and an absence of pro-gay
guotes from religious people.

Take this phrase from last week’s
Associated Press (AP) story about
the child custody battle between
two women who entered into a
Vermont civil union. The AP
wrote that one of the women “said
she had become a Christian and
she renounced homosexuality.”
Why didn’t the writer simply
report, “she said she had
renounced homosexuality”?

The person being quoted may
think that her renunciation of

homosexuality had something to
do with her becoming a Christian.
But the two are not related, as
evidenced by the multitudes of
practicing gay Christians.

Maybe she said that she had
changed her hair color as well,
would that be worth reporting in
relation to her homosexuality? No.
Any good journalist would
understand that the two are
unrelated and not report it.

The problem is
that good
journalists are
missing the
irrelevance of
supposed
inverse
relationships between
homosexuality and Christianity
just as many good journalists once
missed the point that the Catholic
Church sex abuse scandal was
about pedophilia and not
homosexuality.

Worse still, the mainstream press
still largely blanks on pro-gay
religious activities when reporting
on gay concerns.

he Religious Coalition for the

Freedom to Marry (RCFM)
has been a significant presence in
lobbying for same-sex marriage
rights. To the Boston Globe’s
credit, the newspaper wrote a
significant story about the group
and the work it was doing to defeat
the anti-gay marriage
constitutional amendment several
days before the July 12
Constitutional Convention
(ConCon).

But when it came time for the
Globe to cover the ConCon, there
was no mention of RCFM, despite
the fact that there were several pro-
gay-marriage clergy from different
religious denominations —
Unitarian, Episcopalian, United
Church of Christ — who showed

up wearing their clerical garb — so

5

they weren't to be missed — at the
State House that day. Did the
reporters assume that if they were
religious that they must have been
anti-gay? They could have
interviewed Episcopalian

Rev'd. Anne C.

Fowler, United

Methodist Rev. Tiffany

Steinwert or American

Baptist Rev. Irv

Cummings. But they

didn’t.

The Globe cover story quoted
extensively from a Catholic nun
who opposed same-sex marriage,
and it quoted from another gay
marriage opponent who was
guoted as saying, “We came here
today to support God.”

That'’s all well and good, except
that many, many people who
support gay marriage also showed
up at the State House to “support
God.” Why weren't they quoted?

he divide on gay rights is not a
divide between gay rights
supporters and Christians. There
are Christians on both sides of the
issue. The divide is between gay

rights supporters and those who
favor discriminating against gay
people. That's it.

Let's stop pretending that religion
has anything to do with this.
Those who support discrimination
may think that it is because they
are Christian, but nobody, least of
all the press, should let them get
away with it.
Just because
most — if
not all — gay
rights
opponents
are religious,
doesn’t mean that all gay people
are anti-religious. The press needs
to do a better job of ensuring that
the Christian voice is heard on
both sides of the debate.
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By James A. Lopata, July 26, 2006
In NewsweeklyMA] Editorial -- Excerpts

ay rights opponents don't like
being called bigots.

That's the word from Mass. state
Rep. Philip Travis..., ...columnist
Jeff Jacoby, Boston Cardinal Sean
O'Malley and Provincetown
resident Yvonne Cabral, all of
whom have been called bigots in
one way or another.

Cabral was called a bigot in public
by another Provincetown resident,
Rick Hines, after he discovered she
had signed the anti-gay marriage
amendment petition.

O'Malley has been called a bigot
by many gay activists on many
occasions for, well, among many
other things, having required that
priests read a statement from the
pulpits of every Catholic Church in
Massachusetts declaring that gay
marriage would be a "national
tragedy."

And out lesbian Mass. state Rep.
Cheryl Coakley-Rivera... took
Travis to task for, in her

words, "so much '&,‘

hate and bigotry D2
about gays," in an

verbal attack for ‘/ %
State House

unusually virulent
proceedings. In a debate that saw

Travis trying to block the creation
of a state Commission for Gay and
Lesbian Youth, Coakley-Rivera
took aim...saying, "I've sat here
for eight years | and I've listened to
the hate in this chamber and
from...[Travis]."

Jacoby took issue with Ted
Kennedy saying on the U.S. Senate
floor that, "A vote for the [Federal
Marriage] Amendment is a vote
for bigotry, pure and simple.”

Cabral, Jacoby, O'Malley and
Travis have all responded to what
they consider unnecessarily
personal name-calling.

Cabral called her pastor, Fr. Henry
Dahl of St. Peter's Catholic. Dahl
called the police.

O'Malley expressed
"disappointment by the intensity or
the, how shall | say, the rhetoric"
used by those who disagree with
the Church in a Boston Globe
interview shortly before he was
elevated to Cardinal a few months
ago. "l certainly wish that there
was a little more charity in the
discourse of people who disagree,”
he opined.

Jacoby wrote in a column last
month that Kennedy's "slur" is
"just as contemptible" as if
someone called Kennedy an
"immoral pervert."

Travis..."said he had been
personally attacked by Coakley-
Rivera and questioned whether she
had violated House rules."

oesn't it just make you want

to cry? All these good people
- Travis, Jacoby, O'Malley, Cabral
- just trying to have what the title
of Jacoby's column called "A civil
debate on gay marriage."

But how do you have a "civil
debate" when you're negotiating
with bigots? These are people who
fit the American Heritage
Dictionary's definition of what a
bigot is: "A person of strong
conviction or prejudice especially

in matters of religion, race, or
politics, who is intolerant of those
who differ with him."

What a minute, but wouldn't that
apply to gay rights advocates who
are calling them bigots as well?

Actually, no.

here is a huge difference

between Travis and Coackley-
Rivera, and Cabral and Hines, and
Jacoby and Kennedy, and
O'Malley and gay rights advocates
everywhere. The former spout
beliefs; the latter do not - they talk
about immutable aspects of human
beings, sexual orientation.

The point completely escaped
Travis when he defended himself
in the House chamber saying, "l do
not attack any gay or straight
person for any reason, | have never
done that in my career in 24 years,
and I'm not going to start this
evening. But | will not be put
down by someone who is of the
other persuasion who thinks that |
am a bigot. You're picking on me
as a straight person and | resent
that."

No Travis, you're not being picked
on for being a straight person.
You're being labeled for your
beliefs, which are wrong and can
change. You, Travis, on the other
hand, are attacking Coakley-Rivera
for who she is, which she can't
change.

As Rick Hines so eloquently put it
in defending his inflammatory
words to Cabral: "When you're



discriminated against and you're
declared a second-class citizen and
you run into someone who you
know thinks you're a second-class
citizen, well, you're bound to lose
your temper."

Gay people everywhere will keep
losing tempers until bigoted beliefs
give way to the reality of gay lives.

- 36% believe homosexuality is
innate -- a 6 percentage point
increase since 2003.

-- vS. 13% who believe
homosexuality is linked to
upbringing,

-- and vs. 38% who believe
homosexuality is just how some
prefer to live.

- 49% believe homosexuality
cannotbe changed —a 7
percentage point increase since
2003.

-- vS. 39% who do think
homosexuality cabe changed.

- Among the 36% who view
homosexuality as innate, 58%
support allowing same-sex
marriage.

- Among those who do ngee
homosexuality as innate:

--: 82% of those who see
homosexuality as a result of one’s
upbringing oppose same-sex
marriage,

-- and 71% of those who see
homosexuality as a lifestyle choice
oppose same-sex marriage.

-- July 16-29, 2006 Pew Research Center
nationwide poll — nationwide sample of
2003 adults.

* k k k k k%

“There is no correlation between
the health, welfare and safety of
foster children and the blanket
exclusion of any individual who is
a homosexual or who resides in a
household with a homosexual.”

-- Associate Justice Donald Corbin, in the
June 28, 2006 Arkansas Supreme Court
opinion upholding a lower court ruling

that a policy banning homosexual persons
from becoming foster parents is
unconstitutional.

* k k k k%

A U.N. Human Rights Committee
report released July 28, 2006, says
the U.S must undertake efforts to
combat anti-gay job discrimination
and hate crimes.” The report says
the U.S. “should acknowledge its
legal obligation” to ensure all
people have “equality before the
law and equal protection of the
law, without discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation.”

-- Reported by Joshua Lynsen, NY Blade,
Aug. 7, 2006

“I am pleased to bring you
greetings from His Holiness the
Dalai Lama on the occasion of the
XX World Conference of the
International Lesbian and Gay
Association. His Holiness
welcomes the special attention
given at this conference to
religious tolerance and respect for
diversity. His Holiness is greatly
concerned by reports of violence
and discrimination against gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender
people. His Holiness opposes
violence and discrimination based
on sexual orientation and gender
identity and urges respect,
tolerance, and the full recognition
of human rights for all. Finally, he
expresses his best wishes for a
successful conference.”

-- Geneva, 30 March 2006

* k k k k k%

7

Deb Price, in her column, “Quest
for equal rights is arduous”
[Rochester Democrat & Chronicle,
Aug. 10, 2006], compares the
status of legalizing civil same-sex
marriage to that of desegregation.
She says the recent backlash after
the 2003 Massachusetts ruling
opening marriage to same-sex
couple is similar to the backlash
after the 1954 Supreme Court
Brown vs. Board of Education
ruling that racially segregated
public schools are unconstitutional,
which slowed the black civil rights
movement.

Price quotes legal scholar Carlos
Ball, as hope and trust that justice
will prevail. Ball said that once
backlash is recognizable as
unavoidable, it is “less
threatening... The aftermath to
Brown... teaches us that the
backlash can be overcome.”

Price concludes: “The durability of
prejudice is no reason to go slow
in pushing for full equality. Speak
up for fairness, and trust that the
nation will catch up.”

* k k k k%

53% of lesbians and 42% of gay
men are in partnered relationships.

-- Survey: OpusComm Group / Syracuse --
reported in Equality, Summer 2006
(Human Rights Campaign)

*

Sept 21 (Thurs)

Catholic Gay & Lesbian Family
Ministry (Rochester, NY)
sponsors th€atholic Parents
Rainbow Networkwhich usually




meets the 3rd Thursday of each
month from 7 to 9 PM at Good
Shepherd Catholic Church in
Henrietta, NY. Join other parents
for prayers, sharing, discussion,
and refreshments. Info: 671-6796
or 244-4427, or email
jksechrist@rochester.rr.com or
maob@rochester.rr.com or

Sept. 21-24

National

Association l

of Catholic "
Diocesan I& »A
Lesbian & |

Gay .
Ministries

Conference St. Francis College,
Brooklyn, NY. Conference hotel:
New York Marriott at the

Brooklyn Bridge (hotel conference
rate: $159/night).

Plenary speakers are: J.A. Loftus,
S.J., pastor, Boston Jesuit Urban
Center; Susan Ross, feminist
theologian, Loyola University of
Chicago; Diana Hayes, systematic
theologian, Georgetown
University; and Joseph Sullivan,
Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of the
Diocese of Brooklyn.

For registration info, email
office@nacdlgm.org or visit
www.nacdlgm.org.

Sept. 29-Oct. 1

Catholic Parents Network
Workshop Retreat for
Lesbian/Gay Catholics, Parents,
and Pastoral Ministers Aston,
PA. Info: 301-277-5674 or
www.newwaysministry.org.

Oct. 6-8

Catholic Diocese of Cleveland
Emmaus 2006: Retreat for Gay
& Lesbian Catholics & their
Parents. Parma, OH Info: 440-
884-9300 or http://www.jrh-
cleveland.org/emmaus.html.

Oct. 14

Retreat for Gay/Lesbian couples
Mercy Prayer CenteRochester,
NY). Info: Jim at 585-520-1925 or
Jean at 585-244-3438, or
jgb4tun8family@aol.com

Nov. 3-5

Call To Action. Milwaukee, WI.
Includes a workshop by Mary
Ellen and Casey Lopata, and a
caucus for Catholic parents of
lesbian daughters and gay sons.
Info: 773-404-0004; cta@cta-
usa.orghttp://www.cta-usa.org

March 16-18, 2007

New Ways Ministry's Sixth

National Symposium --

Outward Signs: Lesbian/Gay
Catholics in a Sacramental Church.
Sheraton Bloomington Hotel,
Minneapolis, MN.

Plenary speakers include: Sr.
Margaret Farley, RSM, Bishop
Leroy Matthiesen, Fr. Richard
McBrien, Brian McNaught, Sr.
Helen Prejean, CSJ.
Pre-Conference Workshop Day for
Parents and High School/College
Personnel with James Alison.

Info: New Ways Ministry, 4012
29th Street, Mt. Rainier, Maryland,
20712, (301) 277-5674,
NewWaysM@verizon.net.

July 5-8, 2007

DignityUSA Conference, Austin,
TX. Contact info:
info@dignityusa.org or
http://www.dignityusa.org.

Sept. 27-30, 2007

National

Association of l
Catht_)llc Diocesan & >4
Lesbian and Gay ||
Ministries |
Conference,

Cleveland, OH. Contact info:
office@nacdigm.org or
www.nacdlgm.org.

hank you for your prayers and

support. Since our July
newsletter, 27 people and/or
groups contributed! We are
grateful for your support!!!

Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public
charity organization. Your
contributions are fully tax-
deductible.

Your donations help with efforts
like this newsletter and with
resources for ministers, parents,
and other family members.

ontributions to the Len
Szumiloski Memorial
Resource Fund enable us to send
Fortunate Families resources,
including our book, Fortunate
Families, and our resource
manuals, Seeds of Hope and More
Seeds, to pastoral /
ministers who
may not be able
to afford them.
It also enables us to purchase
resources, books, CDs, videos, and
DVDs for use in Fortunate
Families ministry.

You can contribute by check or
charge, or by going to this link:
http://www.fortunatefamilies.com/
make_a_contribution.htm

Y our prayers and support
strengthen our commitment to

help families with gay, lesbian,
and bisexual and transgender
members to know they are indeed
fortunate families



