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- Fortunate Families gathering of parents plannedtfoz fall

- Fortunate Families Listening Parents Network grogvin

- A teaching that is disordered — NCR editorial

- A place at the Marianist table 2010 -- Garascia

- Dear (Boulder) Pastor — Weaver

- Gays need allies to turn up the volume — Price

- Fortunate Families co-sponsors ad decrying actigaiast
children of Colorado leshian couple — Furlong

\\ - Hope from a Catholic mom -- Colbert
- Did you know...???

- Calendar

- Thanks!

“Since Jesus had table fellowship with social ostsaand sinners,
those rejected by the religious establishment®fihie, | consider
myself to have been most fully a Jesuit, a ‘congraof Jesus’ when

| came out publicly as a gay man, one of the saejaicts of my time.

It was only by our coming out that society’s negasitereotypes
would be overcome and we would gain acceptance.”

-- Fr. Robert Carter, gay priest who came out in3l9rom
his memoir as quoted by the NY Times, in a March2D4.0 obituary
(he died in February at age 82).

"The church’s teaching, strictly speaking, forbady sexual activity
between members of the same gender. A same-gee could live
together, raise children, and even get civilly nedrwhere it is legal
without violating the letter of church teaching.o of the debate
around this topic entirely overstates the churcicsual teaching on
this matter™

-- Bryan Cones, U.S. Catholic magazine editor,-5210
blog (uscatholic.org/blog/20101/02/non-pastorakegay-catholics).
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Save-the-date! Fortunate Families will host a ggitiy

of Catholic parents who have LGBT daughters or sons
the weekend of Oct. 22-24 (7 PM Friday to noon
Sunday) at the Techny Towers Conference & Retreat
Center (a convenient 1/2 hour cab ride from Chitsago
O’Hare Airport).

There’s still much planning to do. Details will be
available within the next month. In the meantiymy
can check out this beautiful facility by going to
technytowers.org.

In late April, Fortunate Families will add more tdsing
Parents. At that point the Listening Parents Netwo
will have:

123 parents, in

90 households, in

28 states and 3 Canadian provinces, and in

61 Dioceses.
Please refer any Catholic parents with questions or
concerns about their LGBT daughters or sons to the

Listening Parents Network listing on the Fortunate
Families website. Thanks!
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An NCR Editorial. Feb. 15, 2010
Printed with permission of the

National Catholic Reporter, which can
be found online at www.ncronline.org.

hen Cardinal Francis

George of Chicago released
a statement Feb. 5 discrediting
New Ways Ministry, which
describes itself as a “gay-positive
ministry,” he was, indeed, standing
on a solid foundation of church
teaching, even if it contains some
of the most noxious sentiments one
might imagine using about another
human being.

In 1975, the Vatican’'s
Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, in a “Declaration on
Certain Questions Concerning
Sexual Ethics,” outlined an
approach to homosexuality that
distinguished between “the
homosexual condition or tendency
and individual homosexual
actions,” the latter described as
“intrinsically disordered.”

Eleven years later, the same
congregation felt compelled to
speak exclusively about
homosexuality in a letter to the
U.S. bishops “on the Pastoral Care
of Homosexual Persons” that
ratcheted up the previous position,
noting that in the aftermath of that
earlier declaration “an overly
benign interpretation was given to
the homosexual condition itself,
some going so far as to call it
neutral, or even good.” To dispel
such notions, the congregation
made it clear that while “the
particular inclination of the
homosexual person is not a sin, it

is a more or less strong tendency
ordered toward an intrinsic moral
evil, and thus the inclination itself
must be seen as an objective
disorder.”

It is becoming more apparent each
year that the church eventually will
have to confront the reality of
homosexuality -- the experience of
individuals and families and the
growing understanding by human
science of different sexual
orientations -- with something
more credible than dehumanizing
phrases.

Calling someone “intrinsically
disordered” may serve to

fit them into a neat q
theological container, but d

it is a useless and insulting
designation to those who know
their children or friends as whole
and healthy humans who have
much to offer life in general, and

each other, not least committed
and long-term love.

New Ways Ministry for decades
has been a responsible and
reasonable advocate for justice for
gays and lesbians in the church anc
wider society. Sadly, the church in
this instance continues to reflect
the worst instincts of the secular
culture, insisting on widening the
breach between itself and our
homosexual brothers and sisters
and offering little in the way of
human understanding.

Editor's NOTE: The NCR has treateg
gay and lesbian issues in its reporting
and editorial content for many years,
offering an ongoing, rare forum for
fair and enlightened discussion. Many
newspapers are hurting today. NCR|is
no exception. Its unique contribution
to the Catholic community must
continue. Please say a prayer for
their continued health.... You can
subscribe by calling 1-800-333-7373,
or by going to www.ncronline.org
where you can learn more or offer
financial help.
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by Beth Garascia

s one
Marianist
brother put it at
a meeting |
attended
recently “The
Church hierarchy’s position on
homosexuality is clear, and that's a
big part of the problem”. It's
especially difficult for those of us
who are parents of gay children;
we often find ourselves bristling at
statements such as these two from
the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith. In 1986 the
Congregation called a homosexual
orientation "objectively
disordered”. This is a strange
doublespeak peculiar to the
church, for how can a child of God
be objectively disordered? In the
March 2003 document
“Considerations Regarding
Proposals to Give Legal
Recognition to Unions between
Homosexual Persons”, the
Congregation states that Sacred
Scripture condemns homosexual
acts “as a serious depravity” citing
several texts (Rom 1:24-27; 1 Cor
6:10; 1 Tim 1:10). To make this
assertion as if the texts, which
were written for a specific group
with moral values of their own
time and place, teach appropriate
mores to us in modern times isn’t
good scholarship. To do so
without delving into the historical
context of the texts or the meaning
of the words used in these books
also seems most unwise to me. It



is, however, as the good brother
stated, clear.

In addition, members of the
hierarchy seem intent on holding
fast to their positions without
listening to the experience of gays
who are Church members or of
their parents. The US bishops
have published several documents
on this issue without consulting
any of its gay faithful. How can
one teach morality to a group of
people without having a
relationship with them? Friends
who recently wrote a
pamphlet on V=
homosexuality fora =
Catholic publishing
company were told they had to call
gays “homosexuals” and not gays
despite (or perhaps because of) the
fact that the GLBT community
prefers the latter term.

As the parent of two gay children,
reading these statements and
listening to the negative
experiences of others on the issue
of gays in the Church disturbs and
angers me. As a member of the
Marianist Family, it seemed that a
positive and fruitful response
would be to take my concerns to
my home community. Perceiving
the response of the Church
institutions to which | belong as at
best unhelpful and at worst,
damaging, to my two gay children,
| felt that the lack of fair treatment
was a social justice issue. So |
approached Jim Vogt, the director
of the Marianist Social Justice
Collaborative (MSJC), whose
purpose is to promote education
and action for social justice. He
heard my voice and invited me to
set up a committee to explore the
issue.

After many phone conferences and
e-mails, the five of us on the
original committee met and agreed
that our goal would be to initiate
dialogue on the topic of the

attitude of local Marianist
communities, lay and religious,
toward the GLBT community and
to work for change in the
institutional Church beginning
with Marianist organizations.
Amazingly and wonderfully, we
received the support of the leaders
of the Marianist brothers and
sisters in this project. To achieve
our objective, we agreed that our
telling our own stories to local
communities is the most powerful
tool we have. Speaking about our
experiences from the depth of our
hearts to a group who

listens to our stories

is transformative for &
all of us. We are on holy

ground when this happens. In order|
to achieve this goal most
effectively, we developed a
process called A Place at the
Marianist Table.

Not all was smooth sailing as we
proceeded. Dealing with being
gay and Catholic is indeed a
sensitive topic. At one phone
conference with the MSJC Board
during which our proposal was
under discussion, a board member
protested the possibility of our
raising this issue at Marianist high
schools. There are bishops,
parents, and the Church
community to consider in this
situation. One can't have open
acknowledgement of same sex
attraction or same gender dates at
Catholic high school proms, said
the upset board member, and of
course she’s right. Small steps on
the part of adults to create safe
environments for our youth and for
us are what we’re trying to take.

In the end, the tool we devised is
very simple. Participation in A
Place at the Marianist Table takes
about two hours. The presentation
is made to communities of from
six to twenty by a facilitator and
two story tellers. We begin with

introductions and a simple prayer
3

service. This is followed by the
facilitator explaining our rationale
and the ground rules. Then the
participants are divided into small
groups for discussion of personal
experiences they've had in
knowing gay persons. Next the
two story tellers,
usually one gay and
one parent of a gay

person, share their

experience. Thisis a
key part of the presentation in
which the presenters speak from
the heart about their discovery of
being gay or having a gay child
and their feelings when hearing the
language or actions of the
hierarchy of the Church on this
issue as well as how this affected
the spirituality of the speaker. The
community can then ask questions
of the storytellers. Following this
part of the session, the participants
return to small groups to process
what they heard. The process ends
with another brief large group
session.

The evaluations we’ve gotten from
our presentations have been
generally positive.

People write responses

such as “I gained
insight about the
personal struggles involved”. The
criticisms we’ve gotten revolve
around “painting the Church as the
enemy”, coming across as
“mocking the Church” or referring
to the hierarchy as “not being there
yet”. Those of us who present feel
passionate about the topic, so it's
difficult to maintain an openness to
hearing from those who disagree.

Our committee has doubled, and
three of the ten of us now working
on the project are young adults,
which causes me to feel most
hopeful about the future of our
Church. Speaking out is one
powerful tool for making small but
significant changes when things
are not the way they should be.



Stories make a differencel!

Did something you, or someone you
know, do or say make a positive
difference? ... make someone—a
family member, priest, bishop,
legislator—more empathetic? Tell
us about it. Your story could make the
difference in someone’s life. Your
story might be exactly what someonT

else needs to hear!

( W2
| sl

Vs
/O £

YV

(DS

() +
Recently in a parish in Boulder CO, a
lesbian couple was told by the pastor
that their children would not be
readmitted to the Catholic school
there. Here is one of a number of
letters written to the pastor protesting
his position.

Fr. Jim,

I'm certain that you have received
responses galore to your decision
to not re-admit the child of lesbian
parents to Sacred Heart Parish
School. I'm willing to bet, too, that
some of the reactions have been
pretty nasty, but I'm also certain
that you have received many
accolades for championing church
doctrine.

Doctrine - that's what is at the
heart of the matter. What is
doctrine but a human being's
attempt to comprehend Mystery
and to order one's life accordingly?
But that's my point - doctrine is
man's best attempt to order life the
way he thinks that God wants it
ordered. However, I'd like to
propose that all knowing is partial,
provisional, and perspectival, and
that includes our knowledge of

God and knowledge of God's
ways.

Doesn't every faith tradition have
its own conviction that it has
interpreted God's ways correctly?
Our Church has struggled since its
earliest centuries to comprehend
the Mystery that is God. For
example, the doctrine of the
Trinity as we now express it
creedally was the result of church
councils spanning centuries. Look
at the thought that went into
understanding the two natures of
Christ. Human beings grapple with
the Word, trying to plumb its
depths.

We think we have it right. Maybe
we do; maybe we don't. We
formulate our doctrines based upon
what we think we know. | like to
think of Augustine's remarks De
Trinitate: If you have understood,
then what you have understood is
not God. That's humbling, isn't it?

Father Jim, doctrine is what
separates "us" from "them."
Doctrine is what allows this group
to stand over here, convinced of its
grasp of truth, and doctrine is what
allows the other group, "over
there," to stand in its own little
corner of truth. It's a tribal

mentality. Only
love bridges
doctrine. Love
transcends
doctrine; love
trumps doctrine.

Love is of God; doctrine is of
human beings.

Personally, I'd rather err on the
side of love. In your heart of
hearts, can you possibly imagine
Jesus taking the stand that you
have in the matter of these two
women and their child? This is not
the God that I love and serve. Is it
yours?

Respectfully as your sister in Christ,
Martha Ann C. Weaver
MA Theology - Marquette
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By Deb Price

Feb. 3, 2010, reprinted with
permission of the author

“So what's the big deal?"

That was the question from a
young colleague when the issue of
gays in the military came back up.

Those of us who're gay hear that
response more and more often
from heterosexual coworkers,
relatives and friends.

What's the big deal
about gays in the
military?

Marriage? Gay
people being out at
work? Telling kids not to call other
kids anti-gay names at school?
“So what's the big deal?” The
guestion sounds like a low-key
declaration of gay-friendliness.
Many of today’s young adults have
grown up so comfortable with
openly gay people that they take
our equality for granted. That's
great.

What's not great is our
heterosexual supporters’ passivity
about the fact that our country’s
laws don't yet reflect their
progressive attitudes. Ten years
into the 21st century, the federal
government refuses to recognize
same-sex marriages; gay men and
lesbians are dying on the
battlefield but forbidden to tell the
truth about their lives; and in most
states it's perfectly legal to fire
workers simply because they are
gay, bisexual or transgender.



In 50 years, gay Americans will be
fully protected from
discrimination. What happens in
the meantime depends largely on
what kind of country our young
heterosexual supporters decide
they want to live in. Our allies tend
to be quiet. So plenty of
lawmakers and judges
still write off gay
people as a whiny
I~ special interest
group whose basic
constitutional rights aren’t worth
worrying about.

Progress will keep traveling at a
turtle’s pace unless gay-friendly
heterosexuals turn up their volume
and voice a passion for full
equality powerful enough to
counter the energy long displayed
by the other side.

So how about speaking out when
talk turns to gay rights, whether at
the water cooler or in line at the
grocery store? While the help of
straight allies is needed
everywhere, here’s a cheat sheet
on where your efforts can really
pay off:

* Don’t write off grandma: A

«, recent Pew Research
\iZ¢_ Center poll is a road
37~ map for where

.-/ sharing about your
support for gay
rights is most needed. Overall, by
57 to 37 percent, Americans
embrace the idea of civil unions
for gay couples.

Women are more supportive than
men, 60 percent compared to 54
percent. So consider starting a
conversation with a brother or a
male buddy.

A majority of Americans of all
ages, except the 65-plus crowd,
supports civil
unions. But

support among @
older Americans

has already risen to 49 percent.
Don’t assume your grandmother is
too old-fashioned to hear that the
piano teacher you like so much is

gay.

* Grab those loud speakers:
Although we live in a democracy,
4. some people’s
opinions carry a lot
more weight. On
gay issues, that
list includes
veterans, Republicans of all
flavors, parents with children in
public schools, church-goers and
members of Congress. Any
encounter with them offers an
opportunity to mention, for
example, that it's wrong for gay
soldiers to be forced to lie.

* Pick your location: Pull out a
map showing
where gay and
transgender
Americans have
secured job

protections and other basic rights.

You'll see that gains have largely

been in the Northeast and on the

West Coast. If you live anywhere

else, you have endless

opportunities.

None of this means that you can’t
make a difference by talking with,
say, college-educated women in
New England. But straight allies
can make a huge difference by
coaxing along an
uncle in the Texas
legislature or a
granddad who
served in Korea.

Ever hear yourself asking “What's
the big deal?” because you already
know that gay people deserve to be|
treated like everyone else? Then
help speed the day when full
equality really will be no big deal.

%

By Jerry Furlong

“Suffer the little children to
come to me...” seemed to
take on a harshly literal meaning
last month as Sacred Heart of Jesus
School in Boulder, CO refused
future enrollment in the parish
school to two young girls because

they are children

of a leshian

couple.

The decision,

supported by

Denver

Archbishop

Charles Chaput,
was made by the parish priest Fr.
William Breslin. In his blog, Fr.
Breslin said he “chose to protect
the faith over doing what would
have looked like the loving thing
to do.” The moms, both
physicians, are practicing
Catholics who had their daughters,
ages 3 and 5, baptized in the
Catholic Church.

To express support for the couple
and their children, Fortunate
Families joined with New Ways
Ministry, Dignity USA, and Call
To Action — all Catholic groups
involved in LGBT ministry — to
sponsor a newspaper ad
condemning the decision. The ad,
published March 14 in the Denver
and Boulder papers, is shown on
page 8 of this newsletter.



Our Fortunate Families family has
responded with overwhelmingly
positive support for our action.
Since the ad ran, we have received
some 75 emails and one phone
call. Only one email and the phone
call (not from subscribers)
disagreed with our involvement.
Here’s a sampling of your
comments:

Thank you for your courageous
and beautiful response.

THANK YOU THANK YOU
THANK YOU. This turned my
stomach when | first heard about
it.

What would Jesus do? There are
closets within the Church where
the light of Christ has been snuffed
out.

Thanks for taking a stand....You
are doing God’s work.

And this is why it is important
that you exist! Thank you for
caring so much.

Great!!! Our beliefs in action.

Thank you for representing
us....It's hard to believe this could
be happening....

Your response was very
appropriate for this ugly situation.

Thanks. | hope my future
grandchildren will never be
treated in such a manner.

Bravo!!! We're proud to be part
of an organization that approved
such an ad.

| pray we will live to see the day
where all families are respected
equally.

To read a series of articles on this
incident, including the only
interview given to date by the
moms, visit www.ncronline.org.
The series is reported by Tom Fox,
editor of the National Catholic
Reporter.
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Springfield-based Ann Franczyk
advocates for gay and lesbian
Catholics, even getting her
local bishop’s blessing

by Chuck Colbert

Boston Spirit magazine, March/April
2010; Bostonspiritmagazine.com
Reprinted with permission of the
editor.

kt hese are the stories the

bishops need to hear,” said
Ann Franczyk recently over the
telephone, referring to a 17-year-
old young gay man and his faith
journey. She recited from the
letter: “I say it all the time,” the
man wrote, “You should have
seen me before | came out. | was a
nervous wreck.” And | am even
getting teary-eyed as | write, ... |
really wanted to thank you—to go
from suicidal rock bottom to the
top of the world. It's really all
thanks to you. | have never grown
so much in one single year in my
entire life.”

A nurse practitioner, a

) devout Catholic mother
[/‘ﬁ 2~ oftwo, and a
¢ 7__,' parishioner at

Springfield’s Sacred
Heart Church, Ann Franczyk
believes she is making a difference
in the Roman Catholic Church she
loves and in the lives of families
with LGBT children.

For several years now, Franczyk—
and, at times, with her pediatrician
husband Chet—has worn two hats
in a communitywide advocacy
initiative of compassion for and
understanding about the lives of
gay and lesbian persons. Franczyk
serves on the board of Fortunate
Families, a Rochester, N.Y. based
6

network, primarily of parents and
families with gay children. Closer

to home, she leads a parent-support
outreach, a parish-based initiative
called Always our Children. The
name derives from a 1997 pastoral
letter issued by the US Catholic
Bishops, their marriage and family
committee, which urged parents to
love and accept their gay kids.

Throughout the Springfield
diocese Franczyk, along with other
parents of gay children, has been
making the rounds. So far the
ministry has made presentations at
more than half a dozen parishes.
They start by showing the 2007
film Anyone and Everyone, a
documentary all about the coming
out stories of LGBT families told
from a myriad of religious, racial
and ethnic backgrounds.
Afterwards, several panelists,
including gay youth and a parent
or two, tell their journey-of-faith
stories. A facilitated discussion
follows.

Additionally, Always our Children
did an in-service presentation at
Cathedral High School and held

two meetings

with the

principals of all
Springfield’s Catholic elementary
schools. Always our Children
enjoys funding from the School
Sisters of Notre Dame, which has
empowered the gay-affirming
outreach work, including an
initiative at Springfield College
that drew 100 people.

Better yet, the Always Our
Children ministry has the blessing
of the Springfield’s Catholic

Bishop Timothy A. McDonnell. At
the same time Franczyk praises her
pastor, Monsignor George A.
Farland, who took the unusual step
several years ago of extending a
hand of welcome to disaffected
gay Catholics during a Christmas
homily.



Months prior to his affirmation
from the pulpit, McFarland
allowed the parent-support group
to meet at the Chestnut Street,
Springfield, Mass., church. That's
how Always our Children began.

At first, it was not entirely an easy
sell for Bishop McDonnell. During
their first meeting, Franczyk
recalled, “One of the first things he
said was ‘I cannot condone
homogenital sex.” Franczyk
replied, “Bishop, if you think |
came here to talk about
homogenital sex, you're dead
wrong.”

More pressing concerns were on
her mind, she said, explaining to
him how much at risk gay youth
are—with higher rates of suicide,
depression, bullying, and
harassment, among other factors,
than their non-gay peers. Franczyk
knew she got McConnell's
attention when he said, “You mean
children commit suicide over this.”

Franczyk labors under no illusions.
“I feel strongly that in doing this
work ‘within’ the Church we have
to remind ourselves constantly
there exist two churches
essentially,” she said, the
“institutional” church and “all the
rest of us.” The former, Franczyk
believes, will “never” change

“from the top down.” Her hope
rests, however, with “grassroots
community organizing.” That
means, she says, persuading LGBT|
persons and their families to come
out. “It was Harvey Milk’'s

mantra,” she said. “And 35 years
later still it is what is most
important.”

Milk also said,

“You gotta

give‘em hope.”

And that

theological virtue Ann Franczyk,

provides in spades to Catholics far
and wide through Always our
Children, truly a ministry of hope.

You can reduce our mailing cost
and folding and stuffing labor if

you request email notification of
future newsletters and download
them from our website. Thanks!
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There is a group called Catholics
for Marriage Equality
(catholicsformarriageequality.net).
Their website includes “The
Catholics for

Marriage Equality

Declaration” and

invites readers to

sign it. Check it out!

/
April 24, 2010 (Sat)

Day of Reflection for parents,
other family members of g/l
children. Also for other
interested persons including
parish ministers. Day based on
“Always Our Children”. 9am-
3pm. Benedictine Sisters Shalom
Prayer CenteMt. Angel, OR.
Facilitators: Florence & Steve
Balog. Info: (503)845-7850 or
sandfbalog@mtangel.net.

May 28-30, 2010

I am who | am by the grace of
God: Aretreat for gay and
lesbian Catholics Retreat
leader: Fr. Jim Schexnayder.
Franciscan Renewal Center,
Tampa, FL. Info:
cilanoj@gmail.com or 813-310-
0131.

Jun. 19, 2010 (Sat)

Canadian Day of Reflection for
Catholic Parents of Lesbian

Daughters and Gay Sons,
Toronto ON. Info: John
Montague at 416-523-6449.

Oct. 8-10, 2010

Emmaus Retreat for Gay &
Lesbian Catholics and parents of
Gay & Lesbian Catholics Jesuit
Retreat HouséRarma OH (near
Cleveland). Info: Jesuit Retreat
House at 440-885-1055 or
www.jrh-cleveland.org.

Oct. 8-10, 2010

New Ways Ministry retreat.
Facilitator: Edwina Gateley.
Aston PA (near Philadelphia)
Info: info@newwaysministry.org
OR www.newwaysministry.org
OR 301-277-5674.

Oct. 22-24, 2010

Fortunate Families gathering for
Catholic parents of LGBT
daughters and sons.Techny IL
(near Chicago) Save-the-date.
Details TBA. Info:
info@fortunatefamilies.com

Nov. 5-7, 2010

Call To Action Conference,
Milwaukee WI. Info: www.cta-
usa.org.

Since our February newsletter 77
people and/or groups contributed
to Fortunate Families. Thanks for
enabling us to sustain this ministry
to, with, for and by parents of
lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender daughters and sons!!

Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-

profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public
charity organization. Contributions are
fully tax-deductible.
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