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- Words to ponder
- Conscience — some relevant quotes
- Bulletin ministry — Jackie Frett

- My many blessings ... — Susan Kolb
- A place at the table — Deb Word

- News Items

- Calendar

- Thanks!

“l challenge...us to listen to the stories of gay desbian people.
For, perhaps more than any topic | can think ofs ik one area
where those who don’t know, speak — and those whw kfind
themselves voiceless.”

-- Religious Studies Professor Paul Giurlanda

"Oh yes, Sister, yes, yes. When the Pope andel wderlin there
was a parade of homosexuals."

-- Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger [now Pope Benedict] XiMlan
impromptu plane conversation, in response to &ndiee
Gramick who asked him if he had ever met any gaplee

“Conviction without experience makes for harshness”

-- Flannery O'Connor
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Stories make a differencel!

Did something you or someone you know do or sayarak
positive difference? Make someone more empathetic—
perhaps a family member or priest or bishop orslatpr or a
LGBT person? Please tell us about it. Your stoight
encourage others whose stories might be exactly wha
someone else needs to hear!

Compiled by Casey Lopata

Primacy of Conscience is frequently described as one
of Catholic teaching’s best kept secrets, espgadiall
regard to LGBT-related ministry. So, this issutedf a
number of quotes—some less serious than others—that
might help all of us get that teaching out of theset.

We'll start here with a few from scripture. Otharge
dispersed between articles. Our hope is thatat le
some of them resonate with you, and that they bring
hope and comfort to you.

But this is the covenant that | will make with tHwise

of Israel after those days, says therD:

I will put my law within them, and | will
write it on their hearts; and | will be their
God, and they shall be my people.
[Jeremiah 31:33].

Humankind looks at appearances but God looks at the
heart.[1 Samuel 16:7, quoted in Congregation for the
Doctrine of the FaithDeclaration on Certain Questions
Concerning Sexual Ethic$975, and in National

Council of Catholic Bishops Committee on Marriage
and Family Always Our Children1997/8].

When Gentiles, who do not possess the law, do
instinctively what the law requires, these, thoangh
having the law, are a law to themselves. They ghatv
what the law requires is written on their heartsythich
their own conscience also bears witness; and their
conflicting thoughts will accuse or perhaps exciimsn
on the day when, according to my gospel, God, tjtiou
Jesus Christ, will judge the secret thoughts aof all
[Romans 2:14-16. Cited as a footnote in #177hef t
Catechism if the Catholic ChurcBecond Edition,
1997].



Since 2006, Jackie Frett, mother
if a gay son, has been making
regular contributions to her
parish’s Sunday bulletin. Her first
offering was a simple notice that
Always Our Children (AOC) was
available in the church pamphlet
rack. The second, below, quotes
from AOC and offers some
information. Following that is the
most recent in which she expands
the conversation. Jackie has found
a way to make her voice heard.

ALWAYS OUR CHILDREN

Accepting Your Child

“How can you best express your
love-itself a reflection of God’s
unconditional love-for your child?

...... First don't break off contact;
don’t reject you child. A shocking
number of homosexual youth end up
on the streets because of rejection by
their families. This and other external
pressures, can place young people at
greater risk for self-destructive
behaviors like substance abuse and
suicide.” Excerpt from AOC, NCCB,
1997

Do you know?

- A gay child has a 50% chance of
being rejected by his parents and a
26% chance of being forced to leave]
home.

- 40% of homeless youth identify as
gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender.
- Sexual orientation is not a choice i
is an essential element of our core
identity.

For more information contact
Gay and Lesbian Ministry
Jackie Frett (jackiekf@aol.com)

Always Our Children

Accepting God'’s Plan and the
Church’s Ministry

“Respect for the God-given dignity o
all persons means the recognition of
human rights and responsibilities. Th
teachings of the Church make it cled
that the fundamental human rights o
homosexual persons must be defeng
and that all of us must strive to
eliminate any forms of injustice,
oppression ,or violence against
them.(cf. The Pastoral Care of
Homosexual Persons,1986,n0.10)
Excerpt from AOC 1997

Injustice, oppression and violence
affect our lives in many ways but for
those who are gay or appear to be g
this is a daily struggle and our gay
youth are the most vulnerable of all.

April 25th is the 12th annual Day of
Silence. Hundreds of thousands of
students across the country from
middle schools to universities
participate in this national event whig
started at the University of Virginia.
The purpose is to bring attention to
anti-GLBT name-calling, bullying ang
harassment in schools.

Students participate by taking a vow
of silence for the day or part of the d
to draw attention to these problems
and to make schools safer for all

students. This years day of silence wi

be dedicated to Lawrence King the
gay 15 year old slain by a fellow
student just two months ago in
Oxnard, California.

Not everyone can take a vow of
silence for the day but we can all tak|
this opportunity to raise our awarene
of the lack of “Respect for the God-
given dignity of all persons...” We
can take time to silently read books
that will raise our awareness. Or take
quiet moment to read to our children
Even very small children will relate tg
the anti-bullying message of The Sis
Duckling by Harvey Fierstein. Our
local libraries have many books that
may bring us to a better understandi
and respect for GLBT persons.
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(cont.)

Then there is the very special silence
of prayer and reflection. Contemplate
Christ's words and how His words
relate to the marginalized of our

community.“And now | give you a
new commandment: love one another.
As | have loved you, so you must love
one another. If you have love for one
another, then everyone will know that
you are my disciples.”

=

Gay and Lesbian Ministry
Jackie Frett

630 915 1870
jackiekf@aol.com

hink you might be able to do

something like this in your
parish? Jackie would be happy to
share her experience with you.
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hrough pride we are ever

deceiving ourselves. But deep
down below the surface of the
average conscience a still, small
voice says to us, 'Something is out
of tune.[Carl Jung, 1842-1896].

In all his activity a person is bound
to follow his/her conscience in
order that he/she may come to
God, the end and purpose of life.
It follows that he/she is not to be
forced to act in manner
contrary to his/her
conscience. Nor, on the
other hand, is
m\ he/she to be
restrained from acting in
accordance with his/her
conscience, especially in matters
religious.[Vatican I, Declaration
on Religious Freedond# 3, 1965].



Deep within a person’s conscience
one discovers a law which one has
not laid upon one’s self but which
one must obey. Its voice, ever
calling the person to love and to
do what is good and to avoid evil,

sounds in that person’s
@ heart at the right moment.

.. . For one has in his or
her heart a law inscribed by God. .
.. One’s conscience is one’s most
secret core and one’s sanctuary.
There one is alone with God whose
voice echoes in that person’s
depths[Vatican Il Pastoral
Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World(Gaudium et spgs
16, 1965, as quoted in ti@atholic
Catechism#1776].

Conscience is the

chamber of justice. e
[Origen of m
Alexandria, 185-234].

Conscience is the inner voice
which warns us that someone may
be looking [H.L. Mencken, 1880-
1956].

bove the pope as an

expression of the binding
claim of Church authority, stands
one’s own conscience, which has
to be obeyed first of all, if need be
against the demands of Church
authority.[Fr. Joseph Ratzinger
(now Pope Benedict XVI); from a
commentary oisaudium et Spes
(The Church in the Modern
World); In Commentary on the
Documents of Vatican Il
(Vorgrimler, Herbert — Ed, Burns
and Oats, 1969), p. 134].

When one is dealing with people
who are so predominately
homosexual that they will be in
serious personal and perhaps
social trouble unless they attain a
steady partnership within their

homosexual lives, one can
recommend them to seek such a
partnership and one accepts this
relationship as the best they can do
in their present situatiorjFather
Jan Visser, (one of the authors of
Declaration on Certain Questions
Concerning Sexual Ethic$975,
Congregation of the Doctrine of
the Faith—in a newspaper
interview), The Clergy Review
(London), 1976, v. 61, p. 233].

In fact, circumstances may exist ...
which would reduce or remove the
culpability of the individual
[engaged in homosexual activity]
in a given instancgCongregation
for the Doctrine of the Faitl®n

the Pastoral Care of Homosexual
Persons# 11, 1986].

he Church has consistently

taught that a person of sincere
conscience may have perceived
and acted on a moral situation in a
manner inconsistent with the
teaching of the Church. Sitill,
provided she or he did so with no
intentional malice or desire to do
wrong, the Christian tradition has
recognized mitigated subjective
culpability for a decision that
objectively is wrong and ought not
to have been made. Subjective
culpability is determined by how
diligently one strives to form
correctly his or her conscience and
how sincerely one follows that
conscience[United States
Catholic Conferencd{uman
Sexuality: A Catholic Perspective
for Education and Lifelong
Learning 1991, pp. 22-27].

Whether one is facing specific
moral decisions or broader
vocational questions, the Catholic
tradition speaks of discernment as
that process by which a person
uses one’s own reasoning ability,
the sources if divine revelation
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(Scripture and tradition), the
Church’s teaching and guidance,
the wise counsel of others, and
one’s own individual and
communal experiences of grace in
a sincere effort to choose wisely
and well.... Ultimately, each
person...must discern his or her
own moral decisions.... With all
the input and support possible,
both from individuals and
communities, one must still face
the future based on decisions made
before God in the recesses of one’s
own heart. As the bishops at
Vatican Il phrased it, ‘Conscience
is the most secret core and
sanctuary of a person. There one
is alone with God, whose voice
echoes in the depthgUnited
States Catholic Conference,
Human Sexualityl991, p. 22-27].

By Susan Kolb

This is a typical presentation Susan makes
to church groups.

I stand before you as somewhat
of a normal person. Like many
of you, I am a Catholic Christian, a
wife, a mom, a career woman, a
friend, a daughter and a sister. |
have been blessed with many
wonderful gifts in my life. | am
here today to talk with you about a
few of them.

My first blessing was to be born in
a loving family, my second was to
meet and marry my best friend, my
third blessing was to get pregnant
with healthy twin boys 19 years
ago, and my fourth blessing is to



be the Mom of a Gay Son. Of
course, like most blessings (which
in the beginning can appear to be
challenges), you don't always
realize they are blessings until
down the road.

When our boys were beginning
high school, we started to notice
changes in Spencer. He stopped
doing sports, had fewer friends,
was not interested in school,
changed his clothing style, seemed
unhappy and grew farther apart
from his Father and me. His
brother on the other hand was very
involved in school, sports, girls

and all the things | knew to be
“normal”’. My husband and | were
pretty conservative parents,
although we were young parents,
we had certain standards in our
home and were very consistent on
our expectations. | now joke that
Spencer really should have been
born to Ellen DeGeneres’s Mom.

t was about 10th grade that we
knew something was up. Our
usually happy and social kid
worried us to death. We would lie
in bed at night and fear the worst
for Spencer; substance abuse
and/or suicide. We knew we
needed to get help. It was during
family counseling
that Spencer came
out to us at the
age of 15. We
were devastated. We told Spencer
we loved him, and that we would
always support him, but truth be
told, we did not want a gay son.

We did not know what to do, or
where to turn. My husband and |
both felt alone. We feared for
Spencer’s future. All of a sudden
the beliefs, which had been
engrained in us (religious, political
and moral) started to come to the
surface in ways we had never dealt
with. 1 did everything | could to
understand “why” or if his young
age meant he might “change” and

was simply confused. | read every
book, and “googled” every
website. Our love and concern for
our son was our main priority,
which kept us on track. | now
know how many families have
been destroyed by this type of
news. That is one of my main
reasons for agreeing to talk with
you today, and for my involvement
in organizations like PFLAG
(Parents and Friends of Lesbian
and Gays) and Fortunate Families.

he unconditional love my

Husband, Parents, Sister, Best
Friend and our other son showed
Spencer was unbelievable.
Because | had pre-set expectations
of how my kids would turn out, it
took me a little longer to come to
terms with the thought of a gay
son. And, looking back, my
biggest regret was “what would
others think?....” | also understand
now why Spencer may have
behaved the way he did.....he was
going through his own difficult
time, and | know now, was hurting
inside.

I know my son, and | know he did
not choose to be gay. His Father
and | have looked into his eyes and
have seen his pain. We also see a
young man who is awesome. He is
spiritual, hard-working, ¢

loving, artistic, open-
minded, smart and
genuine. He is the
real deal. Being gay
does not define him. He has so
much to give to this world; and to
everyone he comes across. He has
taught me to not be so black and
white, and embrace all the shades
of gray in my life. He has changed
the way | look at organized

religion and politics. My love for

my God and my Country are as
strong as ever, but my “egotistical”
belief system has shifted in a more
loving and open way. Some of the
most remarkable people | have met
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through groups like PFLAG, have
the same sparkle as my Spence-
man. And that is what makes me
feel lucky and blessed to be his
Mom.

J ustice is conscience, not a
personal conscience but the
conscience of the whole of
humanity. Those who clearly
recognize the voice of their own
conscience usually recognize also
the voice of justicdAlexander
Solzhenitsyn, 1918-].

Moral conscience, present at the
heart of the person, enjoins him at
the appropriate moment to do
good and to avoid evil. It also
judges
particular
choices,
approving those
that are good
and denouncing
those that are evil. It bears

witness to the authority of truth in
reference to the supreme Good to
which the human person is drawn,
and it welcomes the
commandments. When he listens to
his conscience, the prudent man
can hear God speaking.
[Catechism of the Catholic

Church Second Edition, #1777,
1997].

The person that loses their
conscience has nothing left worth
keeping[lzaak Walton, 1593-
1683].



Conscience is a judgment of
reason whereby the human
person recognizes the moral
guality of a concrete act that he is
going to perform, is in the process
of performing, or has already
completed. In all he says and does,
man is obliged to follow faithfully
what he knows to be just and right.
It is by the judgment of his
conscience that man perceives and
recognizes the prescriptions of the
divine law: “Conscience is a law

of the mind; yet [Christians] would
not grant that it is nothing more; |
mean that it was not a dictate, nor
conveyed the notion of
responsibility, of duty, of a threat
and a promise. . . . [Conscience] is
a messenger of him, who, both in
nature and in grace, speaks to us
behind a veil, and teaches and
rules us by his representatives.
Conscience is the aboriginal Vicar
of Christ.” [John Henry Cardinal
Newman, "Letter to the Duke of
Norfolk," V, in Certain Difficulties
felt by Anglicans in Catholic
Teaching Il (London: Longmans
Green, 1885), 248[|[Catechism of
the Catholic ChurchSecond
Edition, #1778, 1997].

Conscience is a mother-in-law
whose visit never end#d.L.
Mencken, 1880-1956].

| think we all have a little voice
inside us that will guide us. It may
be God, | don't know. But | think
that if we shut out all the noise and

v cIl_Jtter from'our
@ - lives and listen

&3 to that voice, it
will tell us the right thing to do.
[Christopher Reeve, 1952-2004].
A human being must always obey
the certain judgment of his [or
her] conscience. If [one] were

deliberately to act against it, [one]
would condemn [oneself].

[Catechism of the Catholic
Church #1790, 1997].

Every human being has a work to
carry on within, duties to perform
abroad, influence to exert, which
are peculiarly his, and which no
conscience but his own can teach.
[William Ellery Channing, 1780-
1842].

An individual who breaks a law
that conscience tells him is unjust,
and who willingly accepts the
penalty of imprisonment in order
to arouse the conscience
of the community over
its injustice, is in reality
g expressing the highest
respect for the law.
[Martin Luther King, Jr.].

f a man (sic) is admonished by

his own conscience—even an
erroneous conscience, but one
whose voice appears to him as
unquestionable—he must always
listen to it. What is not permissible
is that he culpably indulge in error
without trying to reach the truth.
John Paul lICrossing the
Threshold of Hopel994, p. 191].

A lot of people
mistake a short
memory for a clear

conscience[Doug Larson]

Pastoral care does not consist
simply in the rigid and automatic
application of objective moral
norms. It considers the individual
in his (or her) actual situation,
with all his [or her] strengths and
weaknesses. The decision of
conscience . . . can only be made
after prudent consideration of the
real situation as well as the moral
norm . . . the pastoral counseling
of homophile persons cannot
ignore the objective morality of
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homosexual genital acts, but it is
important to interpret them, to
understand the pattern of life in
which they take place, to
appreciate the personal meaning
which these acts have for different
people.... The pastor may
distinguish between irresponsible,
indiscriminate sexual activity and
the permanent association between
two homosexual persons, who feel
incapable of enduring a solitary

life devoid of sexual expression.
This distinction may be borne in
mind when offering pastoral
advice and establishing the degree
of responsibility[English and
Welsh BishopsPastoral Letter
1980].

| will say what the church teaches-
-that to be actively homosexual is
wrong. But every one of us has to
come to terms with church
teaching and apply it to our own
lives in light of our own conscience
with the guidance of the church. |
don’t make judgments about a gay
person’s conscience any more than
about the military man at a SAC
air base or on a Trident submarine
who would fire

a nuclear

weapon if

ordered to. | thinkin

some ways the church teaching on
that is clearer than on
homosexuality. Any act of war that
would destroy an entire city
indiscriminately is an

abomination. That is what nuclear
weapons are all about. Anybody
who has the intention of using such
weapons is, in my judgment, in a
situation that is drastically evil.
And yet | cannot judge another
person’s conscience. If that
person comes to communion, |
cannot refusgDetroit Bishop
Thomas Gumbleton, when asked
what he would teaciNational
Catholic ReporterNov. 4, 1994,

p.6].



[ * ][National Conference
of Catholic Bishops Committee on
Marriage and FamilyAlways Our
Children,1997/98. [*This blank
bracket represents a section on
conscience in an earlier draft that
was not included in the final
statement].

ou accuse me of being a
‘Cafeteria Catholic’ because |
say that a gay or
lesbian Catholic
must follow his or
her informed
conscience with
regard to same-sex
sexual relations, even if his or her
conscience is not in conformance
with Church teaching. Yet, by not
accepting the doctrine of the
Primacy of Conscience you are
admitting that you are a ‘Cafeteria
Catholic.’[Casey Lopata,
response—in charity, unspoken —
to questioner during presentation
on the Church and Gay and
Lesbian Persons, 1999].

It is important that Church
ministers listen to the experiences,
needs, and hopes of the persons
with a homosexual inclination to
whom and with whom they
minister. Dialogue

provides an

exchange of

information, and

also communicates a respect for
the innate dignity of other persons
and a respect for their
conscienceqgUnited States
Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Ministry to Persons with a
Homosexual Inclination:
Guidelines for Pastoral Care
2006, p. 24].

By Deb Word
debword@hotmail.com

he Diocese of Memphis

Catholic Ministry with Gay
and Lesbian Persons was founded
with this simple principle. We all
want to be welcome at home, we
all have a place at the table. Our
Ministry hosts a potluck on the 1st
Tuesday of the month, and we
have a Parent Support Group that
meets bi monthly.

| have for almost a year, attended a
faith sharing/bible study group at
Lindenwood Christian Church in
midtown Memphis. | go with a
friend, also Catholic, who has
really enjoyed the open, welcome
atmosphere at this church.

| had only attended a few sessions
when in sharing, one of the guys
referred to himself as a
“recovering Catholic.” | always

feel badly when | hear that, as |
have a son who feels the same
way. | am happy that these guys
have found a home for themselves
in this wonderful church, but |
want them to
understand that
OUR Cathedral
parish is also a
welcome place.

After visiting in this group for a
couple of months, | invited the
guys who sat near me, to come to
my church, and join us at our 1st

Tuesday Potluck. They came, and
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had a great time, and a few months
later, after hearing the ‘recovering’
phrase again, | invited the entire
group. There were about a dozen
from the faith sharing group who
came, and we are blessed that they
are there to share their stories and
different religious traditions with
our group. We have a simple
format, a blessing, potluck supper,
evening prayers and/or a
presentation, and dessert. Dinner
and dessert give us a chance to get
to know each other, and discuss
the presentation. The main
purpose of our ministry is
hospitality. Every one is welcome
in my church, and if a potluck in
the church basement is the first
Catholic place ‘recovering
Catholics’ feel comfortable, then |
am blessed to be a part of it.

In March our evening prayer was
the “way of the cross.” This
particular service was in honor of
AIDS ministries, and was
written in our parish. We
had the opportunity to
share this tradition with
people who have never
walked the “stations,” but for
whom the AIDS ministry holds
special meaning. Their
participation enriched our service,
and | was moved that we could it
share with them.

As the Catholic Parent of a gay
son, | feel blessed to be living in
the diocese of Memphis. We have
a thriving Catholic Ministry with
Gay and Lesbian Persons, and a
committed Parent Support Group.
My son lives in another state, and
has not found his ‘church home’
yet, but | continue to pray that he
does.

Our CMGLP began with the
blessings of Bishop Terry Steib,
and was inspired by a Cathedral
parishioner, who had lost her son



to suicide. If you get the chance,
the Bishop’s letter is posted on the
website for our diocese, as is
Millicent Cobb’s letter that talks
about her precious Steve, and his
life and death. Go to
www.cdom.org, and click on the
Catholic Ministry with Gay and
Lesbian Persons Button.

n the one hand, we have to

follow our conscience; on the
other hand, our conscience may be
wrong. In the latter case, we may
be responsible for the erroneous
conscience (in which instance our
error is vincible) or our error may
be beyond our control (invincible
error). The former is the product
of our sinfulness, the latter of our
finitude. The exercise of
conscience, however, is always
guided by the cardinal virtue of
prudence. Prudence is
essentially the capacity
\,, fordiscernment. Itis

A not to be equated with

L‘Q an attitude of caution,
restraint, timidity, or conservatism.
Rather, the prudent person is one
who can make decisions.
Prudence formulates and imposes
the correct dictates of reason upon
the human person (recta ratio
agibilium, as Thomas Aquinas put
it). Prudence does not answer the
guestion: “What is the best way in
principle to do the right thing?”
Rather: “What is the best way for
me, in this situation (i.e., in the
light of these relationships and
responsibilities), to do the right
thing?” [Richard McBrien,
Catholicism 1994, p. 975].

Then, without realizing it, you try
to improve yourself at the start of
each new day; of course, you
achieve quite a lot in the course of
time. Anyone can do this, it costs
nothing and is certainly very

helpful. Whoever doesn't know it
must learn and find by experience
that a quiet conscience makes one
strong.[Anne Frank, 1929-1942].

There are no infallible criteria to
determine if the decision of
conscience is true. But the peace
and joy of conscience remains the
best criterion. Other criteria
involve all the virtues, values,
norms, experiences, and examples
promoted by the church community
and people of good will. The
individual decision maker must
always be aware of the
7. 4\ possibility of deception,
lack of openness, and
short circuiting the
process. But the dangers
and possible abuses do not negate
the fundamental role of the joy and
peace of a “good conscience.”
[Charles E. Curran, “Conscience in
the Light of Catholic Moral
Tradition,” Conscience: Readings
in Moral Theology, No. 12004,
p. 22].

When we die, and as a moral
theologian | don't say this lightly,
the only thing that will matter is
how we treated each other.
[Bishop Kenneth E. Untener,
Hallmarks of the ChurcpAddress
delivered at a New Ways Ministry
Symposium, March 28, 1992], in
Voices of HopeEds. Jeannine
Gramick & Robert Nugent, (New
York: Center for Homophobia
Education, 1995), p. 151].

An elementary school in Douglas
County, CO is accommodating a
3 grade boy who wants to dress
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as a girl and to be addressed with a
gir's name. Teachers and staff
were trained to answer parent and
student questions.

-- KUSA TV in Highlands Ranch,
CO, Feb. 2008

In February 2008, Jason Bartlett of

» Connecticut
W@ announced that he is
L@ gay, and thus became

S o7 the first openly gay,
black state legislator in U.S
history.

-- Danbury, CT newstimes.com.

Cambridge, MA recently elected
Denise Simmons as the U.S.’s first
out lesbian African-American
mayor.

-- The Advocate, March 11, 2008.

A New Jersey state commission
study found that civil unions create
a 2nd-class status for same-sex
couples.

-- HRC Equally Speaking,
February 19, 2008.

The Church of Jesus Christ of the
Latter Day Saints, for the first
time, has agreed to meet with the
GLBT Mormon support group,
Affirmation.

-- HRC Equally Speaking, April 8,
2008.

Mariela Castro, Raoul's daughter
and head of Cuba’s National
Centre for Sex Education, is
advocating for legislation that
would recognize same-sex unions
and give transsexuals the right to
free sex-change operations.

-- BBC News, Havana, March 27,
2008.



Since the Iraq war began in 2003,
the Palm Center at the University
of California, Santa Barbara,
estimates that 64 GLBT service
members have died.

-- HRC, Equally Speaking, April
10, 2008.

Of the total U.S. population, an
August 2007 Pew Research Center
survey found 36% support gay
marriage, 55% oppose it (9% had
no opinion). U.S. Catholics are
more supportive, with 42%
supporting gay marriage, and 48%
opposing it.

Openly gay New York City
Council Speaker Christine Quinn’s
January letter, complaining about
anti-gay fan behavior at New York
Ranger games, resulted in the team
posting a warning on its
scoreboard before games

saying offensive

language and

behavior would
result in ejection.

However, continued
use of anti-gay language toward
players and a chant directed at a
fan, “Dancing Larry” who dances
during play stoppages, has led
Quinn and a group of gay fans—
including both the executive
director of the Gay, Lesbian,
Straight Education Network
(GLSEN), and the executive
director of the New York City Gay
Hockey Association—to request a
meeting with the team.

-- Newsday.com, March 22, 2008.
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Still getting this newsletter by U.<.
Postal delivery? You can reduce
our mailing costs (and folding anc
stuffing labor) if you request emal
notification of future newsletters
and download it from our website
Thanks!
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May 23-25, 2008

New Ways Ministry Retreat for
lesbian/gay Catholics, parents,
pastoral ministers, and interested
individuals. Racine, WI.
Presenter: Anthony Gittins, CSSp.
Info: www.newwaysministry.org.

May 30-Jun 1, 2008

Next Steps: Developing Catholic
Lesbian/Gay Ministry, Ossining,
NY. New Ways Ministry program
for pastoral ministers, leaders of
Catholic institutions, and alll
interested in all aspects of
lesbian/gay ministry--individual
counseling, developing support
groups, empowering parents,
initiating educational programs.
Info: www.newwaysministry.org.

Jun 21 (Sat), 2008

Day of Reflection for Catholic
Parents of Lesbian Daughters
and Gay Sons, Toronto, Ontario.
Fr. Foliot S.J. Facilitator. Contact:
John Montague, 416-523-6449.

Sep 6 (Sat), 2008

Day of Reflection for Catholic
Parents of Lesbian Daughters
and Gay Sons and Family
Members. St. Matthew’s Parish,
8:30am to 4:30pm, followed by
Mass at 5pm.Baltimore, MD.
Facilitators: Mary Ellen & Casey
Lopata. Info: thd.

Sep 18-21, 2008

NACDLGM Conference: Long
Beach, CA Plenary speakers:
Bishop Jaime Soto, coadjutor,
Diocese of Sacramento; Bishop
Raul Vera y Lopez, OP, Diocese of
Saltillo, Mexico; Teresa
DeCrescenzo, Executive Director
and founder of Gay and Lesbian
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Adolescent Social Services; Sr.
Fran Ferder, Co-director of
Therapy & Renewal Associates,
Seattle. Info: www.nacdlgm.org.

Oct 3-5, 2008

New Ways Ministry
Workshop/Retreat for
Lesbian/Gay Catholics, Parents,
Pastoral Ministers and other
interested persons.Franciscan
Spiritual CenterAston, PA
(outside Philadelphia). Fr. James
Halstead, Facilitator. Info:
wWww.newwaysministry.org.

Since our March newsletter, 24
people and/or groups contributed
to Fortunate Families. Thank you
so much for your commitment to
supporting our efforts!!!

Your donations enable us to
produce this newsletter and to
identify and produce resources for
ministers, parents, and others.

Contributions to the Len
Szumiloski Memorial Fund enable
us to send resources—including
our book, Fortunate Families, and
our resource manuals, Seeds of
Hope and More Seeds—to parents
or pastoral ministers who may not
be able to afford them.

Your prayers and support
strengthen our commitment to help
families with LGBT members to
know they are fortunate families.

You can contribute online at
www.fortunatefamilies.com/donate
.htm. There, you can also print a
form and send a check or charge.

Fortunate Families, Inc. is a non-
profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) public
charity organization. Contributions
are fully tax-deductible.
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